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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Having won a victory in late
2018 reducing the speed limit on
Orchard Road, residents of the
busy thoroughfare south of
Holtville are, as promised, not
taking their collective foot off the
gas in the fight for added safety
measures.

Their latest salvos came in a
Feb. 21 meeting at the county
Public Works Department office
in El Centro. The agency that has
jurisdiction because Orchard is in
an unincorporated area.
The county in December reduced
the speed limit on a segment of
Orchard bordering homes from
55 miles per hour to 45 mph.
Residents are demanding that be
cut to 25 mph and large trucks be
diverted to other routes.

However, further cutting the
speed limit may require a change
in state law because the Orchard
Road segment does not qualify as
a residential area, Public Works
Director John Gay said at the
most recent meeting, as he has
several times before.

Continued on Page 3

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta proves an old dog
can learn new tricks and still
retain all the friendly familiarity
of Imperial Valley's best friend
but with enough zest in its bark
for both the curious and commit-

ted to join the fun.
The 111th fair begins March

1 with a new opening time for
that day, 3 p.m.Opening day is
also the traditional Military and
Senior Appreciation Day. Active-
duty service members and veter-
ans with proper identification are
admitted free with one guest.
Seniors will be admitted free with

a special coupon.
This year's theme is "Get

your kicks on Route 86," a refer-
ence to the state highway on
which the Imperial Valley Expo
ground are located.

"It is part of the history and
heritage of Imperial Valley," said
Bill Gay, founding partner of
Reliance Public Relations in El

Centro that has long handled fair
promotions.  "We chose the
theme because the ownership of
Highway 86 transferred from
Caltrans to the City of Imperial
and they may change the name,

Continued on Page 5

THE CALIFORNIA MID-WINTER FAIR & Fiesta begins March 1 and offers fun for the whole family during its ten-day run. The
carnival rides are always a highlight of the fair but the focus of hundreds of young local animal showmen will be to win the gold in the
showmanship ring this weekend.   PHOTO BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Mid-Winter Fair Opens With Historic ThemeOrchard Road
Residents
Continue Battle
For Safety, Meet
County Officials

Mary Jane Kirchenbauer:
Discovering Her Roots

BY
MARCIA R. JENNINGS   

Mary Jane and I are sitting at
a small round table in her cozy
kitchen. It's early, but the aroma
of freshly made banana bread
already permeates the house.
Outside, the wind is blowing and
it's a cold morning. 

On the table in front of her
sits a hefty Family History book
that her daughter, Amy Travis,
put together, back in 1994, for her
history class at Im-perial Valley
College. Mary Jane leafs through
it and shows me memorabilia dat-

ing back to the mid 1800's: her
paternal grandmother Ida
(Delaney) Scott Russell's certifi-
cate of membership in The
United Daughters of the
Confedera-cy; documents of an
1861 Civil War grandfather who
fought in the Battle of Vicksburg;
pictures of grandparents, from
both sides, and other family
mem-bers; a newspaper clipping
- yellowed with age; and a map of
Oklahoma. 

The album reminds me of the
PBS television program Finding

Continued on page 4

HOLTVILLE WOMAN’S CLUB member Mary Jane
Kirchenbauer. PHOTO BY MARCIA R. JENNINGS

Holtville Reviews Container
Rules, Gains Alley Right of Way

BY WILLIAM
ROLLER

The Holtville City
Council on Feb. 25
heard the first reading
on an ordinance amend-
ment to allow cargo
containers in some resi-

dential areas as accesso-
ry structures.
They have been only
allowed in industrial
zones and not residen-
tial zones. Since sum-
mer there has been an
effort to allow contain-
ers in the Downtown B
Zone just south and
north of Fifth Street if

they are modified to
blend in with a proper-
ty's main building,City
Manager Nick Wells
explained. 
Throughout public hear-
ings in spring 2018 no
one expressed support
in favor of the contain-
ers, so in June 2018 the
council finalized abate-

ment of the containers
from The Downtown B
Zone. But in the sum-
mer the city received a
letter signed by three
residents asking for
reconsideration of

Continued on Page 5

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Finley Elementary School in
Holtville was the victim of a bomb
threat that came through the emer-
gency 911 telephone line the after-
noon of Feb. 26.
By early afternoon on Feb. 27

information was not immediately
available on whether any suspects
had been located. 

A threat call to the Imperial
County Sheriff's Office
Operations Division on Feb. 26
was handled by Sgt. Jorge
Cabanillas. He confirmed in an
interview that day the threat was
received and Sheriff's deputies
were already at the school at 621
E. Sixth St., he explained.
"It's an ongoing situation and our

personnel are still working the
scene," said Cabanillas. "The
Sheriff's Office should have a
press release soon."

Reached by phone on Feb. 27,

Finley Principal Lupita Perez said
Sheriff's deputies arrived at
approximately 2:20 p.m. on Feb.
26.

"We evacuated the school and it
all went according to our emer-
gency school safety plan," said
Perez. 

Perez added there were no
injuries but could not confirm
whether any suspicious devices
had been located on the school
campus. On the afternoon of Feb.
26 school officials alerted parents
of the threat with a message post-
ed on the school website.
"But yesterday (Feb. 26) evening

we sent out a message through our
auto-dialer contacting parents by
phone that nothing more occurred
and to request students return to
school Wednesday (Feb. 27)," said
Perez. 

Finley opened as usual on Feb.
27. Perez added she had not had
the opportunity to check the atten-
dance list but she did not visually

detect a drop in the usual atten-
dance.   

Both Holtville Unified School
District Superintendent Celso
Ruiz and Assistant Superintendent
John-Paul Wells were out of town
on Feb. 27. But Wells did issue an
email addressed to district parents.

"Once the school was evacuat-
ed, law enforcement began a
search of all school buildings, and
found no evidence of a threat,"
Wells stated.  "While it is unfortu-
nate that threats like this happen,
please rest assured that law
enforcement and school staff take
them seriously in order to ensure
the safety of students. HUSD and
Finley staff worked quickly with
law enforcement, Holtville Fire
Department, and other city
employees to evacuate all staff
and students off campus."

The above-mentioned Sheriff's
Office press release was not
received by publication deadline. 

Finley School Target Of Threat



BY LUIS BURGOS

The screeching jets of the
famed Blue Angels flight
demonstration team are a
common sight in Imperial
Valley skies in the winter and
residents get a more thrilling
view at the annual air show.
Still, who exactly flies those
planes remains a mystery to
many.

That veil was lifted on
Sun., Feb. 24 when El Centro
Regional Medical Center
hosted a meet and greet with
the squadron outside the hos-
pital's new medical building.

"We love doing these
events, which is why we do
them as much as possible,"
said Chris Gordon, team pub-
lic affairs officer. "We like to
get our face out there and real-
ly meet the community, and to
spread why we're doing our
mission here. Our favorite part
of doing what we do is meet-
ing the people, seeing the
faces of the children when
they realize what our job is.
When they find it inspiring,
that's priceless."

The reaction of those
attending was summarized by
Dennis Gweneski, a retired

Department of Homeland
Security employee, who said,
"It's awesome. The guys are
being real nice and everyone
is in a great, social mood. I'm
having a lot of fun and really
enjoying myself." 

The flight team mingled
easily, signing people's sou-
venirs, chatting, answering
questions about their work and
even letting a couple of lucky
children try on the high-tech
flight helmets. Predictably
long was the line for the photo
booth in which attendees
could take a series of pictures
with the Blue Angels and have
them instantly printed.

Meanwhile, the festive
mood was enhanced by the
aroma of fresh kettle corn, an
offering of one of several ven-
dors offering snacks and
refreshments. 

For some the day was a
chance to reflect back on their
own military careers and catch
up with what it's like serving
today. Among those swapping
stories with the pilots was
Reynaldo Gastelum, a U.S.
Army veteran.

"I think it's a great event,
and it's great for the communi-
ty to meet the people who rep-
resent our strength up close,"

Gastelum said. "I served three
years in the active Army and
it's great to discuss our experi-
ences with these Navy kids."

Some took home memo-
ries of the event to be shared
later.

"The Blue Angels are
being very attentive and
responsive to anyone who
wants to meet them and I'm
getting a lot of signatures for
my granddaughter to have,"
said Gloria, an attendee who

did not provide her last name.
For those who want the

ultimate Blue Angels experi-
ence the free annual  Naval
Air Facility El Centro airshow
will be held on March 16.
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Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

FEB. 28: Todd Kennedy, Larry Weaver, Mary Beth Denning†, Sarah
Grizzle
MAR. 01: Pat Salcido, Connor Contreras, Jim Layton, Carley Johnson
Hilfiker, Austin Green.
MAR. 02: John Chimits, Oliver Glen Bornt, Karl Vogel, John F. Wood
MAR. 03: Fiona Mae Vessey, Charlotte Durrer†, Heather Vessey Garcia.
MAR. 04: Courtney Peeks, Jay Donald Hilfiker, Marie J. Irungaray, Adam
Strahm, Emilee Martinez, Christian Spangler, Paul Joseph Iten, Donnie
Cradic, Maggie Mae Velasco.
MAR. 05: Adam Lyerly, Ernest Dennis Strahm, Manny Farias, Celeste A.
Alvarez, Callum Blake Brady, Robbie Kennedy.
MAR. 06: Eliza Jane Diez, Wayne Bonesteele†, David Ascencio, Robert
Massoud, Jake Alan Velasco, Carrie Cradic Steffey, Nancy Strahm, Brooks
Anderholt, Jaclyn Baeza, Matthew Joel Bingham.

Anniversaries
FEB. 28: Mr. & Mrs. Frank Van Der Linden, Mr. & Mrs. Kelton Bonham
MAR. 02 : Mr. & Mrs.Robert Lane, Mr. & Mrs. Dave Garcia
MAR. 05: Mr. & Mrs. James McKenzie
MAR. 07: Mr. & Mrs. Ted Vogel

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Information not available
as of  press time

Information not available
as of  press time.

Woman’s Club of Holtville
February Schedule

All events are held at the Club House at Sixth &
Fern

Feb. 28th - Thursday Bridge 11:30 am
Soups and Sweets 12:00 - 6:00 pm

March Schedule
March 6 - Regular Meeting at 1:00 pm. Bring hand
lotion for Betty Jo McNeece Home
March 12 - Book Section 9:30 am
March 18 - DeAnza District Conference TBA
March 26 - Executive Board Meeting 9:30 am
March 28 - Spaghetti Dinner 12:00 - 6:00 pm
28th - Thursday Bridge 11:30 am

American Legion Bingo
Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, February 28th.
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m.
Public is welcome. Please join us and support our
Veterans and Active Duty Service Members!

Farmers Market & Street Fair
The City of Holtville will be holding its first
Famers Market and Street Fair on Thursday, March
28 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Holt Park.
Applications for food booths are due by March 12.
All others are due by March 25. Go to the city’s
website at www.holtville.ca.gov for applications
and more information.

Holtville Rotary Club Pulled Pork Cook-Off
The Holtville Rotary Club will be hosting its first-
ever Pulled Pork Cook-Off on Saturday, March 30
from 5 to 10 p.m. in Holt Park. The event is a
fundraiser for the organization so that it can contin-
ue to support the community. Entry fee is $250 and
includes the minimum amount of meat required per
team. More may be purchased for an additional
amount. Entry fee also includes county health per-
mit fee. Contact Ross Daniels at (760) 455-6988
for entry information.

Community Calendar

Community Thrills To See Blue Angels Up Close At ECRMC

A MEMBER OF the Blue Angels flight demonstration team talks
with visitors at the meet and greetheld Feb. 24 by El Centro
Regional Medical Center. LUIS BURGOS PHOTOS

MEMBERS OF THE BLUE ANGELS flight demonstration team were at El Centro Regional
Medical Center last Sunday to meet the community, part of its outreach program in the area. The
Imperial Valley serves as the winter training home for the team every year.



Still, residents persisted.
"Re-classifying Orchard

Road as a residential neighbor-
hood--that's the best option," said
Marv Wood, among the leaders
of the Orchard Road Alliance
that is fighting for the changes.
"That'll act as a deterrent because
the current 45 mph hasn't made a
difference."

Added resident Mary Helen
Dolente, another alliance mem-
ber, "They should make that half
mile between Haven and
Edwards Road limited to 25
mph. That would make a big dif-
ference from shaking our
homes." 

Gay informed residents of a
meeting he had with Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia (D-
56th), State Senator Ben Hueso
(D-40th) and the state
Transportation Committee's leg-
islative staff. But he urged resi-
dentsto make direct contact with
the state.

"I encourage all of you write
a letter now to the legislative
committee and get your voice
before them," Gay stressed. 

Gay noted he is hesitant to
lower the speed limit without a
state law change.

"But if I put up a sign that
says 25 mph will it be enforced?"

Gay said to the group. "The safe
bet is going through the legisla-
tive process. If we get a five-year
pilot program approved, we can
change behavior. It's a better way
to get motorists to comply."

The state Vehicle Code
requires 16 or more separate
dwelling houses within a quarter
of a mile for an area to be
declared residential. The Orchard
segment has just 13. 

Gay's insistence on a legisla-
tive solution came despite infor-
mation included in a hand-outhe
distributed at the meeting that
statesa local authority may
declare a neighborhood with 13
houses residential if that portion
of the county is within 35 miles
of a foreign border, which
Orchard is. 

Concerning limiting trucks,
James Lansman, another
Orchard Road resident,proposed
another approach--contacting the
10 to 15 truck companies deliv-
ering freight out of Mexico and
appealing to them to find alterna-
tive routes. 

"I called Santoyo Transport,
who probably (run) about 40 per-
cent of the shipping and talked to
a manager, Pedro Gutierrez, and
he's absolutely receptive," said
Lansman. "He said, 'Give me a

couple of weeks.' I had good rap-
port with him. We'll start with
Santoyo and move from there." 

Gay responded, "We know
the problem--pass through com-
mercial trucks from out of coun-
ty. Let's tailor a solution to target
them."

Gay and Lansman were
referring to truck traffic that uses
Orchard to connect from the
Calexico East international port
of entry south of Holtville to
Highway 115, a major north-
bound highway passing through
Holtville. Residents would like
to see those trucks diverted to
other routes, a solution that
would require help from the state
California Department of
Transportation.

Wood said he liked Gay's rec-
ommendation of installing way-
finding signs on surrounding
highways alerting trucks to use
alternatives to Orchard, includ-
ing Interstate 8, that are designed
to tolerate heavy loads at high
speeds. 

Gay also recommended
enforcing a weight limit and
noted trucks are restricted to an
80,000-pound load. Other meas-
ures that could be employed are
just allowing two-axle trucks,
installing bike lanes that would
require widening the road

"Let's keep the pass-through
trucks on state routes," he said. "I
don't want to do a pilot project
until we get an OK from
Caltrans. We'll get them,
Holtville city officials and the
DPW to meet in about three to
four weeks."

Gay also addressed the prob-
lem of trucks parking on
Orchard, sometimes blocking
driveways. Drivers use the road
as a truck stop to make minor
repairs, adjustments to cab
accessories, nap and at least
once, because the driver ran out
of gas. But he argued for signage
enforcing very limited or no
parking at all.

Another frequent complaint
are intense vibrations of the
trucks that deterioratesthe road.

"If you're interested in paving

Orchard, we can schedule that,"
said Gay. "That'll help with truck
vibrations. And we'll look at dou-

ble stripping to prevent vehicles
from passing."
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Residents Continued Battle ..................................from page one

The Valley Receives The Oscars’ Treatment
BY LUIS BURGOS

The Oscars' red carpet rolled
out all the way to Imperial thanks
to the Imperial Valley Film
Commission, which staged a cel-
ebration in honor of the iconic
Academy Awards.

The event was held on Feb.
22 at the Ricochet Recreation
Center. Guests were treated to a
picture with an Oscar statuette,

food, drinks, and the chance to
enter drawings for prizes provid-
ed by event sponsors. 

"We're doing it to inform the
public about the benefits, eco-
nomic and otherwise, about film-
ing in our area," said Film
Commissioner Charla Teeters.
"We've been tracking the impact
of the film industry here for about
10 years. There's been over $16
million that have gone straight
into energizing our local econo-

my. So we're getting together to
celebrate that tonight." 

The event featured network-
ing, a welcome from Melissa
Lopez, commission president,
dinner, Oscars trivia and the
drawings. 

Though the commission's
day-to-day tasks revolve around
helping filmmakers choose loca-
tions, get permits and any sup-
plies they need on-site, this was a
night to brush Hollywood's glitzy
side. Those attending included
fledgling movie makers, includ-
ing Michael Capeci, producer of
short films such as "Manos Que
nos Hicieron" and "Doce."

Despite operating on a much
smaller scale than his mega-film
colleagues, Capeci explained the
business approach is in many
ways no different. 

"I'm always ready to repre-
sent the Imperial Valley when I
meet new people in these proj-
ects," he said.

Before the welcome, Brett
Kofford, an Imperial-based pro-
fessional screen writer and San
Diego State University, Imperial
Valley Campus professor, entered
the drawing and had his picture
taken next to the Oscar statuette. 

"I support the film commis-
sion, admittedly indirectly, by
being part of the organizing com-
mittee for the annual Imperial

Valley Film Festival," he said.
"When crews film here in the
Valley businesses get commerce,
which stimulates the economy.
Not only that, but young people
get opportunities, be it as extras
or being hired to be part of the
crew itself."

A solitary man sitting in the
front of the room was attentively
watching the montage of past
Oscar winners being projected on
the screen. It was Ryan Joseph
Perez, a Brawley native and film-

maker who revealed he just
began shooting for his new proj-
ect "Miles Per Hour."

"I'm attending the event
because I'm aspiring to be more
involved in the local film com-
munity and to make myself more
of a supporting pillar to the local
scene," he said.

Dreams of an Oscar never
hurt the motivation, however, and
for one night Imperial Valley got
a taste of that elusive fame.

KAREN AND CHRIS from “Early Girl Creations” place their
stars on the red carpet at the Imperial Valley Film Commission
Oscar celebration on Feb. 22 at the Ricochet Recreation Center
in Imperial. LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

BRETT AND SANDRA Kofford pose with the Oscar statuette at
the Imperial Valley Film Commission Oscar celebration on Feb.
22 at the Ricochet Recreation Center in Imperial.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

JOHN GAY, IMPERIAL County director of public works, Rosie
Campos, an Orchard Road resident, explains the dangers posed
by large trucks traveling on the street near Holtville.
William Roller photo

ORCHARD ROAD RESIDENT Marv Wood appeals for a resi-
dential declaration that would further lower the speed limit
on the street near Holtville. William Roller photo



Your Roots with Henry Louis
Gates Jr. - a program dedicated to
finding out who you are, by way
of your ancestors. As author
Liam Callan said, "We all carry,
inside us, people who came
before us." And that's Mary Jane's
story: a multi-tude of ancestors
and a long trail of memories.

The map in the album is a
rudimentary, hand-drawn outline
of the state of Oklahoma, with a
dot of black ink to mark Idabel,
located in the southeast-ern cor-
ner of  the state where it borders
with Arkansas to the east. It is
here where Mary Jane was born
on April 23, 1944, bordered by
the Ozarks to the east and the Red
River to the south. 

The position of Idabel on the
map is an irony of sorts. Mary
Jane, who is now in the latter part
of her life, lives in Holtville -
located in the south-eastern cor-
ner of CA, close to where it bor-

ders with Arizona on the east.
And even though they're imagi-
nary lines on a map, the observa-
tion is that some-times history
repeats itself. 

Mary Jane had the privilege
of being close to both her pater-
nal and ma-ternal grandparents.
She begins by telling me about
her paternal grandmother, Ida
(Delaney) Scott Russell, who was
born in 1872, and was known to
Mary Jane as, Ma Russell. By the
time Mary Jane was born, her
grandfather, Jasper Newton
Russell, had already passed.   

"We moved into Ma Russell's
house in Idabel. We had a house
next door to the smokehouse, but
it was all on the same property.
Ma Russell would make lye soap.
I'd help my mother churn butter.
We had some farm animals:
Ruthie the pig, some chickens,
and Bessie the cow. My mother
would milk the cow and I would

go with her. I remember the cow
because I was young and small
and things didn't smell too good
'down there.'"

Mary Jane then switches to
her maternal grandmother, (Cora)
Emma Combs Bell, who was
born in 1896 in Choctaw County,
Okla. "Mamaw Bell," using the
southern dialect of the area, lived
to be 79. Mamaw's husband, John
Wade Bell, also from Choctaw
County, passed away in 1988, at
94. 

"Mamaw Bell" stands out
because she was also a proud
member of the Choctaw Nation
Indian tribe. In passing, Mary
Jane mentioned part of the his-
tory of the Choctaw: the Trail of
Tears, in the winter of 1836,
when the tribe was moved from
lands - now known as the Deep
South - to Oklahoma. Thousands
died.

"The Choctaw are part of the
Five Civilized Tribes," Mary Jane
says.

I look this up at www.histo-
ry.com/topics/native-american-
history. The Five "Civilized"
Tribes were the Choctaw,
Chickasaw, Seminole, Creek, and
Cherokee. These tribes were
"encouraged" to "convert to
Christianity, learn to speak and
read English, and adopt . . . eco-

nomic practices, such as the indi-
vid-ual ownership of land and
property." The word "property"
brings us back to Mamaw. As a
member of the Choctaw nation,
she was given 160 acres of land
in Hugo, Okla. 

Family lore has it that when
Mamaw was expecting Thelma
Annice Bell Russell (Mary Jane's
mother), "Papaw Bell," a recipi-
ent of the Purple Heart, inciden-
tally, was away fighting in the
First War. Mamaw Bell was
supersti-tious and firmly believed
that her baby wouldn't be born
until the war was over. The war
came to a close on the 11th day of
the 11th month of 1918; the very
same day her baby was born.

"The property was big," Mary
Jane recalls. "Once in a while, my
brother John, my sister, Rita, and
I, would walk the acreage with
Papaw Bell, while he banked the
ponds. The earth was red clay.
Sooner or later he would say,
'Let's go look for Indian arrow
heads.' Usually my brother would
find them. Years later, he
explained that the arrowheads
were hidden ahead of time by
Papaw Bell, just to make the
adventure more exciting."

She also remembers wearing
rubber boots (in case of snakes),
and going with her sister, Rita,

and Mamaw Bell to pick wild
blackberries. "Mother would take
the blackberries and make black-
berry cobbler and jam. My moth-
er also tended a garden from
which we had fresh vegetables." 

"Mamaw Bell loved to sew.
She would buy inexpensive mate-
rial to make dresses, then go 'ped-
dle' her wares. I loved to go with
her. We were always welcome.
Mamaw Bell knew all the ladies.
Racism never entered my mind.
You see, back then, the part of
town we visited was called 'col-
ored town.' I could see for myself
that the ladies were darker, but I
saw nothing wrong with that.
They were just people to me.
This, I think, I learned from the
cordial way Mamaw Bell inter-
acted with them."  

This idyllic life came to an
end when Mary Jane's father, Jay
Russell, ac-cepted a position in
Stillwater, Okla., and the whole
family moved. Mary Jane was in
fourth grade at the time. 

Mary Jane Kirchenbauer's
story to continue in two weeks in
the Holtville Tribune. 

Marcia R. Jennings is a mem-
ber of the Holtville Woman's
Club.
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Felicitas Ruelas de Myers was born in Northern Jalisco Mexico on
March 6, 1927 to a rural ranching family.  She was one of 19 children
of Andres Ruelas and Ana María Jimenez.  Felicitas and eleven of her
brothers and sisters grew into adulthood and raised families in Baja
California Norte, Mexico and California, U.S.A.

Felicitas emigrated into the U.S.A. in 1961.  She lived in Holtville
since she emigrated and resided in the same home on Seventh Street
since 1965.   She was a member of Saint Joseph Catholic Church in
Holtville and passed away peacefully in her home of over fifty two
years on February 21, 2019.

She was a woman of strong courage, determination, and persever-
ance, who was a devoted and loving wife and mother to her family.
She showed her children, grandchildren, and extended family the
importance of being a hard-worker, independent, compassionate, and

proud of one's family and roots.  She loved cooking for the family and could easily whip up a "banquet"
out of seemingly nothing.  No one left her home hungry whether they were there for a brief visit or an
extended stay.  

Felicitas was preceded by her husband Jose Santos who passed away in 1947 and by her second hus-
band, Thomas Jackson Myers who passed away in 1986.  She bore six children and was preceded by two,
Ofelia and Jose, who passed away in infancy.  

Felicitas is survived by daughters and their children, Socorro Padilla (Nancy Ann, and Jose), Maria
Dolores Garcia (Monica, Ricardo, Daniel, Manuel) and Ana Leticia Brinkerhoff (Thomas, Elizabeth), a
son Andrew Edward Briseno and his children (Aaron, Nicolas) and numerous great grandchildren. 

Visitation will be held Friday March 1, 2019 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Hems Brothers Mortuary in El Centro,
with a Rosary scheduled at the same evening and location at 7 p.m.  Memorial mass will be held on
Saturday March 2, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Holtville, with burial following
immediately at Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro.  Donations may be made in her name to The American
Cancer Society.

Felicitas Ruelas de Myers
Mar. 6, 1927 - Feb. 21, 2019

Kirchenbauer...................................from page one 

Imperial Regional Center For Sale Amid Club Lohoo Closure
BY RICHARD

MONTENEGRO BROWN

Club Lohoo, a cornerstone busi-
ness of the Imperial Regional
Center project in Heber, was
closed Feb. 12 by the court-
appointed receiver overseeing the
development because it was los-
ing money, it has been learned.

Kevin Singer, the receiver put in
charge of the development by an
Imperial County Superior Court
judge, said rather than incurring
additional debt for project
investors, the decision was made
to close the popular event center
and continue efforts to sell the
Regional Center.

The Regional Center's owner,
Pacificland Investments Inc. and
its chief executive, James Lo, are
being sued by the county of
Imperial to recoup a total of $4.3
million in loans the county made
to Pacificland from its community
benefit program. As part of the
court process, the development
was put under receivership by
Superior Court Judge Jeffrey
Jones on May 24, 2018.

Since that time, Singer has oper-
ated the development's various
businesses, closing those that
were unprofitable along the way.
An Arco gas station is the only
business that remains open at the
center located on the northeast

corner of Highway 111 and Heber
Road. Twenty employees remain
tied to the project: 16 at the Arco
and four working as groundskeep-
ers for the entire development. In
a sign the Arco station is prosper-
ing it is currently advertising on
KXO radio. 

Besides Lohoo the site also
included Joy Seafood and a
Mongolian barbecue joint.

Singer said Feb. 25 that for 60
days he had been trying to get a
local caterer to take on operations
at Club Lohoo but that effort was
unsuccessful. 

"We're currently reaching out to
people who had parties or events
booked and refunding their
deposits and directing them to
other local businesses who are
willing to put on their events,"
Singer said.

Meanwhile, Singer added the
Regional Center is being market-
ed for sale by Phil Seymour of
Los Angeles-based Elite
Properties. The price tag for the
79-acre project is around $20 mil-
lion, he said.

There have been inquiries from
prospective buyers, Singer said,
but so far none of the interest has
materialized into anything solid.
Initially efforts were being made
to sell the project in its entirety.
Recently, however, Singer said to
entice more interest the option has
been put forth to sell in five sepa-

rate parcels if a buyer so desires.
The $20 million asking price

would go back to paying the first
trust deed holder made up of mul-
tiple private investors, the County
of Imperial for its loans, and any
other remaining investors, Singer
said.

Imperial County Public
Information Officer Linsey Dale
said last week the county was
deferring all comments on the
project and the county's efforts to
recoup its loans to Singer.
However, when reached Feb. 25
county supervisors Jesus Eduardo
Escobar and Raymond Castillo
commented on yet another piece
of Regional Center closing.

"It's disappointing. As a board of
supervisors, we have to be careful
with our investments moving for-
ward," Escobar said. 

He added these community ben-
efit funds are tax dollars and they
are no longer serving an econom-
ic or social benefit for the county.
The community benefit funding,
and its companion agriculture
benefit funds,  come from fees the
county has negotiated from solar
developers to make up for lost
economic activity from solar
developments, which employ far
less people than the farmland they
replace. 
Applications for the monies from

those with economic-develop-
ment- or ag-related projects are

reviewed by either the community
or ag benefit committee and ulti-
mately approved or denied by the
county board.  The board recently
formed a committee in an effort to
improve the funds distribution of
the ag committee.  

Castillo, whose District 5
includes the Regional Center, said
he disagreed with the way the
county decided to structure the
community benefit fund loan to
Pacificland Investments and Lo.
He said he wanted to see it amor-
tized over 10 years. Instead, the
county opted for a six-month pay-
back period for Lo because the
county believed he had access to
the money.

Castillo said he thinks that 80-90
percent of the money for the
Regional Center project was
through the EB-5 program, a fed-
eral immigration program in
which foreign investors get access
to visas for themselves and their
families for investing in American
projects.

One of the reasons the project
ran out of money, Castillo said,
was because the Trump
Administration began to freeze
the EB-5 program more than a
year ago. 

"My understanding is he still
had about 40 EB-5 investors wait-
ing on the project," Castillo said.
"Forty investors at $500,000 each;
that's $20 million roughly."

Tim Kelley, chief executive offi-
cer of the Imperial Valley
Economic Development Corp.,
said Feb. 25 that he had made
three or four trips to China specif-
ically to market the Regional
Center for Lo and Imperial
County in general dating back in
2006.

"Of course, we're disappointed
when any project doesn't move
forward. (But) a lot of investment
had been made, jobs were created
and money was spent," Kelley
said. "It leaves a lot of positives
behind."

Kelley also referred to the slow-
down of EB-5 projects beginning
about two years ago, with an
almost complete shutdown of the
program last year. 
"Time is what does kill a project.

He (Lo) lost his opportunity,"
Kelley said.

On another positive note, Kelley
said, "We have a project that is
marketable for the region." 

He added that infrastructure is
already in place and permitting is
done, both of which are pluses
that can be built upon. Kelley said
there is the need for more devel-
opment - especially hospitality-
related such as hotels - in the
Highway 111 corridor, as it's a
straight shot from Mexicali and
the ports of entry, and for those
who do business there.
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WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 13

STOLEN WALLET: At 2:22
p.m. someone went into the
local sheriff’s substation to
report that a wallet had been
stolen from a backpack at the
high school. The wallet was said
to contain $125 in cash and was
believed to have been taken dur-
ing the lunch break.

THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 14

PROWLER ALERT: At 3:15
a.m. a resident in the area of
Eighth and Holt reported that it
appeared someone was trying to
climb over a neighbor’s fence.
The caller said that their motion-
activated light had gone off and
she heard what sounded like a
bicycle being dropped in the
alley. Deputies were dispatched
to search for the would-be bur-
glar.
CAN’T EVEN PARK IT ON
THE STREET: At 11:49 a.m. a
deputy reported leaving a cita-
tion on the windshield of a truck
parked on the street with an
expired registration sticker.
NOT LETTING GO: At 12:58
p.m. the manager of an apart-
ment reported being harassed by
a tenant who was being evicted.
He was advised to block the
other party’s phone number in
hopes they would soon give up
and move on.
SOMETHING TO CELE-
BRATE: At 9:35 p.m. a com-
plaint was received about a loud
celebration, complete with a live
band, taking place at a local

home. The residents agreed to
keep the volume down after
being informed of the com-
plaint.

FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 15

SAME ONE?: At 2:21 a.m. a
call about loud music in the back
yard of a residence was
received. The partiers told
deputies they would keep the
noise down. The sheriff’s log
didn’t indicate if this was the
same party as the one reported a
few hours earlier.
STRANGE NOISES: At 4:16
p.m. a caller reported that her
12-year-old daughter was home
alone and she had called her
mother and said she could hear
someone outside. Deputies were
dispatched to check on the girl,
and the caller said that a relative
was also on the way.

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 16

JUST SHOWED UP: At 8:40
a.m. a Walnut Avenue resident
reported finding a dog and
requested that the animal control
officer pick it up.

SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 17

NEED ONE IN FRONT TOO:
At 9:38 a.m. a deputy reported
citing a driver on Evan Hewes
Highway west of town because
he only had one license plate on
his vehicle.
BROKEN LINE: At 9:47 a.m.
a Wooldridge Avenue reported
that a water line had burst in the
alley behind her home. Public
works employees were called

and advised of the problem.
SCOOTER STOLEN: At 1:23
p.m. a caller reported that their
home had been broken into and
a scooter was stolen. A deputy
was dispatched to file a report.
KEEPING BUSY: At 2:40 p.m.
a West Ninth Street resident
reported that there was a male
subject pulling up weeds in a
vacant lot across the street, and
the caller thought the man may
have been under the influence of
something. Deputies were sent
to speak with him.
DAMAGED: At 6:04 p.m. a
caller reported that a pickup
truck parked at the old airport
northeast of town had been van-
dalized. The damage was esti-
mated at $1,500. A deputy was
sent to take a report.

MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 18

SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOR:
At 12:55 a.m. an employee at
the donut shop called sheriffs
and said that a male subject kept
walking in and out of the restau-
rant. Deputies were dispatched
to keep an eye on things and
later found someone in the alley
nearby, but he didn’t appear to
be the one causing problems.
UP TO NO GOOD: At 3:07
a.m. a couple of male subjects
were reported to be trying to
jump a fence behind a home on
Walnut Avenue. Deputies were
dispatched to attempt to catch
the men.
VANDALIZED?: At 9:33 a.m.
a male caller reported noticing
that several mailboxes had been

vandalized in the area of Ninth
and Webb. A deputy was dis-
patched to check on the incident
but reported being unable to find
any signs of damage.
BAD FALL: At 11:15 a.m. a
caller reported that her mother
had fallen and injured herself at
her home on Orange Avenue.
Firefighters and paramedics
were dispatched to aid the
woman.
MEAN DOG: At 1:50 p.m. a
Wooldridge Avenue resident
reported being bitten by a dog
and requested a deputy to file a
report on the incident. A deputy
was sent to speak with the
woman but later advised dis-
patchers that the caller wasn’t
bitten but the dog had lunged at
her.
PORCH PIRATES AT
WORK: At 9:25 p.m. a Palo
Verde Avenue resident reported
the theft of a package that was
shown to have been delivered to
their home earlier that day.

TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 19

NOT A FUNNY JOKE: At
3:58 a.m. a resident requested
that a deputy meet her at the
local substation. The woman
said that she had received a call
from someone on her son’s cell
phone saying he was dead. The
woman provided an address in
Imperial where her son was said
to be staying so police could
check on him.
WONDERING WHY IT
WASN’T HERE YET: At 9:02
a.m. a Chestnut Avenue resident
reported the theft of a package
that had been delivered the
Friday before and left by the
front door.
UP TO SOMETHING: At 9:14

p.m. a Fern Avenue reported a
suspicious vehicle in the alley
behind her home, and noticing
several people running down the
alley. Deputies were dispatched
but didn’t find anyone after a
search of the neighborhood.

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 20

LOTS OF PROBLEMS: At
7:46 a.m. a deputy reported
stopping a vehicle at Seventh
and Brentwood. The driver was
cited for driving without head-
lights, lack of insurance and
without current registration.
FENDER BENDER: At 1:53
p.m. deputies were called to the
scene of a traffic accident out-
side a local apartment complex.
The collision apparently
occurred when someone leaving
the parking lot pulled out in
front of another vehicle.
YAMAHA REPO’ED: At 5:06
p.m. a repossession company
employee reported that they
were in the process of taking
back a 2018 Yamaha from a
local resident. The registered
owner was reported to be aware
of the repo.

THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 21

ABANDONED STROLLER:
At 3:59 a.m. a caller reported
noticing a stroller with a blanket
and some other items in it sitting
near the corner of Underwood
and Holt Roads. A deputy was
sent to check on the abandoned
items.

improved cargo containers in the
Downtown B Zone. 

At a Dec. 17 meeting the city
Planning Commission recom-
mended the zoning code be
amended for approval of cargo
containers.

As part of draft Ordinance
494, Section 17.04.030 of the
zoning code proposes to permit
improved cargo containers as an
accessory structure to a main
building on the same site, when
proper permits are obtained. 

Section17.04.040 states cargo
containers, formerly used for
packing or shipping, be modified
in a manner that would preclude
future use in a commercial trans-
portation entity. It also stipulates
they be modified for aesthetics,
including siding material and
color to make it consistent with
the main structure. A second
reading and vote is scheduled for
March 11.

In other business,the council
unanimously approved a measure
under which a private property
owner will transfer to the city his
portion of an alleyway shared
with the city through an "irrevo-
cable offer of dedication in fee."

Salvador Franco, owner of
521 Chestnut Ave., filed a build-
ing application in May to con-
struct a single-family residence.
In reviewing his application, it
was found his property line
encompasses part of the alley his
property abuts. The paved alley
was physically present since

1996, but public utilities such as
gas, water, sewer and overhead
electrical transmission exist
along its length, explained Wells.

"In most cases across the city
we own the alleys," said Wells.
"But we need access to our utili-
ties. Now we can get the full
width of the alley with this
action."

The fee name refers to the
type of ownership being granted
and not an exchange of funds.
The transfer allows the city com-
plete ownership and control as
opposed to an easement, only
providing limited use. The city
will become responsible for the
cost of the maintenance.

"The costs are negligible,"
said Wells. "We were already
cleaning up the trash and weeds
and didn't distinguish which part
belonged to the city, but techni-
cally Holtville now owns it in its
entirety."

The council also heard about
merchant complaints of chairs set
up along Fifth Street in the days
prior to the Carrot Festival
Parade. 

After a review of post-
parade ill will regardingchairs,
Wells and City Attorney Steve
Walker discussedhaving future
parade permits include language
specifying regulations of when
and how chairs can be placed
before the parade. The final text
of the permit will be formatted
this spring.

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Ground has finally been bro-
ken in El Centro for a new nearly
$50 million courthouse and while
some view it as an upgrade, oth-
ers are rankled because it spells
the end of the local court's
Brawley division.

Construction of the 47,000-
square-foot building on Wake
Avenue east of South Eighth
Street follows years of funding
delays. Completion is expected in
spring of 2021 but that target is
subject to change, according offi-
cials from the state Judicial
Council, which oversees the
superior courts in each of
California's 58 counties.

The new court will allow the
Superior Court in Imperial
County to consolidate operations,
increase efficiency and enhance
security, officials said. But it
means the closure of the Brawley
court, popular with the county's
officials said. But it means the
closure of the Brawley court,
popular with the county's North
End residents (see sidebar). 

Already closed as of Feb. 22
is the court's location at the
Valley Plaza shopping center in
El Centro, said Mona Gieck,
county court director of adminis-
trative services. That was due to
the lease for that space expiring
and those operations -- including
traffic court and court fiscal and
human resources -- were moved
to the current main court house at

939 W. Main Street in El Centro.
When the new court opens

activity in its four courts will
include criminal cases that are
now split between the Brawley
and the Main Street courthouses,
Gieck said. It will also house
court administration offices.

The Main Street courthouse
will house civil, family, small
claims and traffic cases. 

Concerning the need for
improved security, current facili-
ties require Sheriff's Office
deputy escorts through public
hallways for detainees in chains.
Also, judicial and inmate trans-
port vehicle parking is accessible
to the public, which creates risk.
The new court will reduce dan-
gers, said El Centro City Council
Member Cheryl Viegas-Walker,
who is also a paralegal.

"They'll be able to leave their

cars and access the courtroom
securely," she said. "Now the
court is like an open parking lot.
If someone wanted to do some-
thing -- well, it's not ideal from a
safety point of view."

She added, "It has video con-
ferencing technology so inmates
can remain in lockup facilities
without having to transfer them
to the courthouse, so it increases
efficiency." 

Other security features
include electronic screening of
all entering, adequately propor-
tioned holding cells and
improved fire safety, Walker
added.

The new courthouse also will
be compliant with the Americans
with Disability Act for the immo-
bile.

Mid Winter Fair......................................from front page
so it could be the last year we
know it as Highway 86."

The fair remains popular after
more than a century because it
offers a unique local experience,
said Alan Phillips, expo chief
executive officer.

"I think the fair is the place
where Imperial Valley comes
together and becomes a commu-
nity," he said "Friendships are
built here that last a lifetime."

Also invested in the theme is
Ted Flores, designer and builder
of each year's theme presentation
at the Preble Building, which is
selected by the fair board the

prior summer.
This year's theme has a lot to

work with because Highway 86
(formerly Highway 99) runs from
Coachella to Calexico and has a
lot of history.

"We picked subjects that goes
back to the '50s and '60s, such as
Motor Vu, the old drive-in across
from Aten Express,and La
Hacienda Restaurant, across from
the fairgrounds(both were in
Imperial) and we'll have a model
of the Preble Building, the grand-
stands and the former zoo," said
Flores. "I'm an artist, so I love the
creativity of the job. We welcome

challenges, whatever the theme."
But before the fair even opened

judging for the still exhibits was
already underway in then
Inspiration Gallery on Feb. 25.
The still exhibits include food
plants, fine art, sewing, and rock-
etry or robotics, noted Shana
Abatti, 4-H coordinator of
Imperial County. She explained
the still exhibits have 100 volun-
teers to help the judging and 700
food exhibits were whittled down
to 30 finalists for grand and
reserve champions, which not be
revealed until opening day.

"It's definitely a tough competi-

tion for our young chefs who
range in age from five to 19,"
said Abatti. "When the doors
open Friday (March 1), the kids
swarm the building asking, 'Are
you open yet?' They're just so
hungry with excitement they
can't wait to see if they won."

The fair will be open March 1,
3-11 p.m.; March 2-3, noon-11
p.m.; March 4-8, 5-11 p.m.; and
March 9-10, noon-11 p.m.
Entertainment will feature
Traxxas Monster Trucks on
March 1, Queen Nation on March
7, dwarf cars on March 9 and the
Heritage 500 race on March 10.

For a full lineup visit
http://www.californiamidwinter-
f a i r . c o m / e n t e r t a i n m e n t -
lineup1.html.

On-site tickets are $10 for
adults and $8 for children and
seniors. Parking is $5 and a carni-
val wristband $35. 

Pre-sale ticket discounts were
available through Feb. 28 at
Rabobank branches, Sonic
Burger and the Brawley Circle K
Station. For fair information visit
www.californiamidwinterfair.co
m or a free app:
my,yapp.us/cmwf.

Holtville Reviews...... from page one

Ground Finally Broken On
New Court In El Centro

SITE FOR THE new El Centro courthouse on Wake Ave.
CAROL HANN PHOTO
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THIS GROUP OF sixth-grade girls at Pine School near Holtville
participated in a program about positive friendship skills.
Photo courtesy of Pine School.

Pine Girls Participate 
Positive Friendship Skills

111th Mid-Winter 
Fair & Fiesta
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Holtville High FFA Kiss The Calf Fundraiser
BY

HECTOR SOTO 
AND 

ARIANA RUIZ

At Holtville High School,
FFA is offered to all students
that attend.  FFA stands for
Future Farmers of America.
This program is used to teach
students agricultural skills that
can be used out of the class-
room and in the real world.
Classes offered at HHS are
AG Mechanics, AG Science,
AG Bio Science, and many
others. To help raise money
for the FFA program HHS

teachers participate in the kiss
the calf fundraiser. Each
teacher has a bin where stu-
dents insert money. The
teacher with the most money
collected will kiss a calf dur-
ing the FFA week assembly,
Friday, January 22. It excites
our HHS students and helps
FFA raise money for their pro-
gram. During the FFA week
assembly, Mr. Mendoza the
HHS History teacher, had the
most collected money and had
to kiss the calf. The fundraiser
started about a week ago.
HHS students had until
February 21 to donate money
into their teacher's bucket.

Holtville High School FFA
does this fundraiser every
year. “For the past two years,
Ms. Wells, ninth grade
English teacher, had to kiss
the calffor the fundraiser” said
Ramon, who is a Junior
attending HHS. Most students
donate money to the teacher
they most want to see kiss the
calf. This year it was Mr.
Mendoza.

MR. MENDOZA PLANTS a kiss on the lucky calf
during the 2019 FFA Week assembly.

BY VERA SMITH
Ms. Cabrales is a new teacher here at Holtville High

School. She teaches Non Native speaker Spanish I and II.
She says the reason she became a teacher was because she
“loves school and just working with young people.”

Ms. Cabrales originally planned to be a Special Ed.
teacher while working in a program called Americorps. In
Americorps, she tutored students in the Special Ed.
department and she began to realize that being a Special
Ed. teacher was not what she wanted to do. Ms. Cabrales
started taking classes at IVC after high school and from
there she transferred to San Diego State University on the
Calexico campus.

She graduated from SDSU with a Bachelor’s degree in
Spanish and a minor in linguistics. She also has a single
subject credential in Spanish. She is thinking about get-
ting a Master’s in Spanish as well. To get her Master’s
degree Ms. Cabrales says she’d like to attend CETYS
University in Mexicali.

Ms. Cabrales says the hardest part about being a
teacher is “trying to balance between being a cool teacher,

and being a strict teacher because sometimes students
think they can get away with doing whatever they want if
you are too cool. But if you are too strict, then no one’s
going to like you!” She says, “I want to be the cool
teacher but at the same time I just want everyone to
respect me.

Ms. Cabrales had two teachers who influenced her to
become a teacher. She says, “When I barely came to the
United States [from Mexico], I was really scared because
I didn’t know any English. They put me in a class that was
bilingual and every day I would be really nervous and I
wouldn’t want to go to class, my stomach hurt, I wanted
to go home. But my 5th grade teacher, his name was Mr.
DeLa Rosa, he told me, ‘I understand that you’re scared,
I was in the same situation.’ He helped me and talked to
me. So that first year that I came, I learned the basics of
English and as time passed I took other advanced classes.
The other teacher that really influenced me was in college
and her name was Mrs. Gonte. Her class was like a con-
versational class, where we did many discussions but in
Spanish.”

Both of these educators helped Ms. Cabrales during

her youth and she wants to do the same for those who
might be struggling. Ms. Cabrales is originally from
Mexico, she came to the United States when she was 10.
She attended elementary school for two years, and middle
school for one year in Calexico. She attended high school
for four years at Southwest High School.

Getting To Know Our Teachers: Ms. Cabrales

Viking Page Continued on page 8

MS. CABRALES
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BY
ESMERALDA VENEGAS

The robotics club here at
Holtville High School sets off to
the annual FRC competition
(FIRST Robotics Competition) at
Las Vegas, Nevada. The
F.U.T.U.R.E Dinos having been

working hard and have complet-
ed their robot. Their competition
will be held in late March.

They began their build season
in January and have worked hard
to come up with a concept for
their robot and their strategies to
rank points during the competi-
tion. The team spent many late
nights, early mornings, and even

weekends to complete their
robot. They hope that all their
determination, hard work, and
commitment to the team will pay
off during the competition.

The F.U.T.U.R.E Dinos are
comprised of 13 members this
year. The team has welcomed six
new members, ranging from
freshmen to seniors. Three new
mentors have also joined the
team, Ms. Moctzuma, Ms.
Zamora, and Ms. Palacio.  Ms.
Moctezuma, however, has taken
charge of the team and has done
so much to help them to improve
themselves from last year’s com-
petition.

Even though the team has
come so far with their robot, they
are still in need of money in order
to have certain accommodations
for the trip; such as housing for
the team. To help the Holtville
High School Robotics team with
donations contact any of the
mentors mentioned above or mail
donations in to Holtville High
School.

Holtville High School Robotics
Club Is Off To Las Vegas To Compete

Holtville High School Won
ICOE Race To Submit For 2018

Race to Submit is a challenge for high school seniors to complete
the FAFSA (financial aid) by the state deadline of March 2 and
the county deadline of June 30. Holtville High had the highest
completion rate in the county for both deadlines. The banner will
be displayed outside the office. Holding the banner are Ellen
Okada, HHS School Counselor (left) and Anthony Arevalo, HHS
Principal.  Courtesy Photo

The F.U.T.U.R.E Dinos team of Holtville High School has an eye-
catching logo on its buttons.

Viking Page..........from page seven

Santo Tomas Fire Cause Revealed; Calexico Fears Lawsuits
BY RICHARD

MONTENEGRO BROWN

The Dec. 8 fire that gutted
dozens of vendor booths at
the popular Santo Tomas
Swap Meet in Calexico has
been ruled "accidental and
caused by faulty electrical
wiring," a Calexico Fire
Department inspection report
states.

The report, released to
this newspaper on Feb. 25,
signed by fire-scene proces-
sor and investigator Capt.
Damian Gonzalez, is heavily
redacted. As such, it is uncer-
tain if the report places
blame on anyone or anything.
Large areas of the report
under the headings "scene
processing," "exposures" and
"conclusion" are covered in
black and are unreadable.

The report placed the
monetary damages from the
fire at $860,000.

The document was pro-
vided by Calexico City
Manager David Dale, who
said the report is redacted
because of the highly likely
scenario that litigation will

occur as a result of the blaze
that destroyed a sizable area
of outdoor stalls crammed
with merchandise.

Dale said it could either
be that Santo Tomas owners
and/or vendors sue the city,
or that the city litigates
against Santo Tomas offi-
cials. Either way, Dale said it
isn't known as of now.

Because of the potential
for litigation, Dale said that
going forward the city would
be limiting its comments on
the blaze.

"We're in limbo until we
figure out the legal situa-
tion," he said during a phone
interview on Feb. 25.

Dale confirmed that there
are city code violations that
go back "years and years,"
but again, citing the potential
for litigation, he would not
elaborate.

Dale also would not com-
ment further on whether the
city issued any type of
infractions against Santo
Tomas operators for those
code violations.

City fire inspection
reports for Santo Tomas pre-
viously provided by the city
under a public records act

request from this newspaper
showed city fire inspectors
found violations at Santo
Tomas as far back as 2010.
Others were noted in 2012
but no reports were provided
for years since then.

Fire Chief Diego Favila,
who wasn't immediately
available for comment Feb.
25, has previously said there
is a 25-year history of the
swap meet being out of com-
pliance with city codes.

The city's ordinance on
swap meets - Chapter 5.76 -
doesn't spell out when a swap
meet is out of compliance;
rather, city officials have
referred to a 1992 site plan
agreement surrounding
improvements made to Santo
Tomas. The agreement says,
"All merchandise shall be
removed from swap lots after
business hours."

However, it was common
practice over recent years for
vendors to leave their wares
at the swap meet overnight. 

"Apparently in 1992 the
city and Santo Tomas owners
agreed to the language," Dale
said. 

Yet when pressed whether
any violations were issued as

a result of that language,
Dale said he didn't want to
provide too many details,
again because of potential lit-
igation.

According to the fire
inspection report, 43 stalls in
various aisles were destroyed
by the flames, though in a
past interview Dale stated 60
stalls were burned.

One firefighter suffered
from a minor heat-related ill-
ness as a result of the fire,
received some treatment and
then signed a waiver opting
out of further treatment
against medical advice,
according to the report.

The city ordered Santo
Tomas fully closed immedi-
ately after the fire. A tempo-
rary permit to operate some
vendor booths in the swap
meet parking lot was issued
Dec. 21 and was to remain in
effect until Feb. 28.

Dale said Feb. 25 that the
Santo Tomas swap meet
opened back up around Feb.
11 without complying to a
number of stipulations the
city issued, including the
need for a $5 million insur-
ance bond and a letter of
indemnification, among other

stipulations.
The stipulations were laid

out in a letter sent to Santo
Tomas operators Jan. 11.

"We're just going to see
how it plays out in the legal
field," Dale said.

According to Santo
Tomas manager Jose Carlos
Gonzalez, the swap meet is
trying to return to normalcy.
He said a section of it is open
while the owners are working
with the city and the Imperial
Irrigation District to restore
the electric power before
they can use the entire prop-
erty.

"We are also working
with our tenants with their
rent and sending them with
agencies like the Small
Business Development
Center and Neighborhood
House so they can get the
help they need to get their
business going," said Jose
Carlos Gonzales, Manager of
Santo Tomas. 

Disaster assistance for
vendors is also available
from the U.S. Small Business
Administration.

Reporter Mario Conde con-
tributed to this story.
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DATE  OPPONENT LOCATION  TIME
March 1  Monte Vista Tourney vs Serra  Home  3:30 pm
March 4  Monte Vista Tourney vs Mongomery  Home  3:30 pm
March 6  Yuma  Home  JV/V 4 pm
March 7  Monte Vista Tourney @ Morse  Away  3:30 pm
March 12  Southwest  Home  6 pm
March 15  Spring Classic Tourney @ Morse  Away  4 pm
March 18  Spring Classic Tourney @ Monte Vista  Away  4 pm
March 19  Central  Home  6 pm
March 21  San Luis  Home  JV/V 4 pm
March 22  Spring Classic Tourney vs Sweetwater  Away 4 pm
March 25  Spring Classic Tourney vs CVLCC  Home  4 pm
March 26  Palo Verde  Home  6 pm
March 29  Brawley  Home  6 pm
April 2  Calexico  Away  6 pm
April 5  Southwest  Away  3:30 pm
April 9  Imperial  Home  6 pm
April 12  Central  Away  6 pm
April 15  Kofa  Home  4 pm
April 17  Calipatria  Away  V 6:30 pm
April 30  Bye
May 3  Palo Verde  Away  6 pm
May 7  Brawley  Away  6 pm
May 9  Calexico  Home  6 pm

HHS Softball
DATE  OPPONENT LOCATION  TIME
March 6  Yuma Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
March 12  Southwest  Away  JV/V 4/7 pm
March 15  Southwest  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
March 19  Imperial  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
March 22  Imperial  Away  JV/V 4/7 pm
March 26  Central  Away  JV/V 4/7 pm
March 29  Central  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
April 5  Calipat  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
April 9  Palo Verde  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
April 10 San Luis AZ  Away  JV/V 4 pm 
April 12  Palo Verde  Away  JV/V 4/7 pm
April 15  Lions Tournamnet vs Alpha Charter  Southwest SD  V 3:30 pm
April 16  Lions Tournament vs Mar Vista  Mar Vista  V 3:30 pm
April 17  Lions Tournament vs Tri City  SD College  V 3:30 pm
April 18  Lions Tournament  TBD  TBD  V TBD
April 27  San Diego HS  Central  V 3 pm
April 30  Brawley  Away  JV/V 4/7 pm
May 3  Brawley  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
May 7  Calexico  Home  JV/V 4/7 pm
May 9  Calexico  Away  JV/V 4/7 pm

HHS Baseball

DATE  OPPONENT LOCATION  NO. OF HOLES  TIME
March 4  Souwthwest & Central  BWCC  9  11 am
March 12  Antelope  BWCC  18  1 pm
March 14  Central  BWCC  9  2 pm
March 19  Imperial  BWCC  9  2 pm
March 21  Southwest  BWCC  9  2 pm
March 26  Brawley  BWCC  9  2 pm
March 28  Palo Verde  BWCC  9  2 pm
April 2  Central & Borrego  Borrego  9  2 pm
April 4  Imperial  Del Rio  9  2:30 pm
April 9  Southwest  TBD  9  TBD
April 11  Brawley  Del Rio  9  2 pm

HHS Boys Golf

Be sure to pick up a copy of next week’s
Holtville Tribune for the schedules of the

Track & Field, Swim and Boys Tennis teams
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S
SALE Trustee Sale No. 142456
Title No. 180449300 NOTE:
THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT ATTACHED.
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST,
DATED 04/25/2017. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. On 03/08/2019 at
2:00 PM, The Mortgage Law
Firm, PLC, as duly appointed
Trustee under and pursuant to
Deed of Trust recorded
04/25/2017, as Instrument No.
2017009682, in book xx, page
xx, of Official Records in the
office of the County Recorder of
Imperial County, State of
California, executed by Alberto
R. Amaya Jr, A Single Man,
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION TO HIGHEST BIDDER
FOR CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT
or other form of payment
authorized by 2924h(b),
(payable at time of sale in lawful

money of the United States), At
the Main Entrance to the
Imperial County Courthouse,
939 W. Main Street, El Centro,
CA 92243. All right, title and
interest conveyed to and now
held by it under said Deed of
Trust in the property situated in
said County and State, described
as: FULLY DESCRIBED IN
THE ABOVE DEED OF
TRUST. APN 053-563-003-000
The street address and other
common designation, if any, of
the real property described
above is purported to be: 575
Ocotillo, El Centro, CA 92243
The undersigned Trustee dis-
claims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street
address and other common des-
ignation, if any, shown herein.
Said sale will be made, but with-
out covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining
principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provid-
ed in said note(s), advances, if
any, under the terms of said
Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of
the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust. The total amount of the

unpaid balance of the obligation
secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at
the time of the initial publication
of the Notice of Sale is:
$186,486.74 If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any
reason, the successful bidder's
sole and exclusive remedy shall
be the return of monies paid to
the Trustee, and the successful
bidder shall have no further
recourse. The beneficiary under
said Deed of Trust heretofore
executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written
Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and written
Notice of Default and Election
to Sell. The undersigned caused
a Notice of Default and Election
to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property is
located. Dated: 2/4/2019 THE
MORTGAGE LAW FIRM, PLC
Adriana Durham/Authorized
Signature 27455 Tierra Alta
Way, Ste. B, Temecula, CA
92590 (619) 465-8200 FOR
TRUSTEE'S SALE INFORMA-
TION PLEASE CALL (800)
280-2832 The Mortgage Law
Firm, PLC. may be attempting
to collect a debt. Any informa-
tion obtained may be used for

that purpose. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you
are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on
a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior to
the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title
to the property. You are encour-
aged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of out-
standing liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROP-
ERTY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may

be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee
sale postponements be made
available to you and to the pub-
lic, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property,
you may call (800) 280-2832 for
information regarding the
trustee's sale or visit this Internet
Web site - www.auction.com -
for information regarding the
sale of this property, using the
file number assigned to this
case: 142456. Information about
postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale. A-
4683897 02/14/2019,
02/21/2019, 02/28/2019
Legal 6164

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-028
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Saldos Luz
735 S  Imperial Avenue
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Luz A. Avila
2201 Meadows Drive, Apt. #125
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I, Luz A. Avila Declare that all of
the information in this statement
is true and correct.
Signature: Luz A. Avila
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 14,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 13, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5757 
Publish: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No. 20190000087
The following person(s) is doing
business as: 
Laurel Properties, 1019 Crestview
Drive, Brawley, CA 92227, County
of Imperial. 
Mailing address: 1019 Crestview
Drive, Brawley, CA 92227 
Urbana Real Estate, 1019 Crestview
Drive, Brawley, CA 92227 
This business is conducted by a cor-
poration. 
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business

name or names listed above on not
applicable
Articles of Incorporation: C3761882 
/s/ Mitchell Allen, President 
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Imperial County on
January 29, 2019. 
CHUCK STOREY, County Clerk
By: Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28/19
CNS-3215300#
CALEXICO CHRONICLE
Legal 5754

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU000701
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner (name): Lucerito
Avila filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names as fol-
lows: 
Present name:
Robert Alexander Castellanos Avila
Proposed name:
Robert Alexander Avila

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name
changes described above must file a
written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause
why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  February 19, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  09
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following news-
paper of general circulation, printed
in this county (specify newspaper):
Calexico Chronicle/ Imperial Valley
Weekly
Date:  December 18, 2018
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: December 19, 2018
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By T. Gallegos, Deputy
Legal 5763 
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-136
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
ML Services
719 Imperial Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Mario Zozaya
785 Tangerine Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business under
the Fictitious Business Name(s)
listed above.
I, Mario Zozaya Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Mario Zozaya, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County

Clerk-Recorder on: February 14,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 13, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 5767      
Publish: Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-031
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Sun City Landscaping
100 East 4th Street, Suite B
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ramon A Baltazar
2325 Nixon Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by:
An Individual

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above
on: January 10, 2019
I, Ramon Baltazar Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Ramon Baltazar
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County

Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 14, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo Deputy
Legal 5765       
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019

Notice of Public Sale or Liened Property
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell at the public
auction pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 21700 et
esq. and the Civil Code of the State of California beginning with
Section 1998 the following miscellaneous the tenant name and stor-
age unit number to-wit:
The following units are located at Double Eagle Scale & Fuel, 701
N. Sorenson, city of Calipatria, County of Imperial, State of
California:
UNIT #48 GILBERT PEREZ
UNIT #50 JOSE LUIS FIGUEROA
UNIT #19 ARMANDO VILLAREAL
UNIT #38 KATHERINE DUNN
UNIT #56 JULIE FREY
This sale will be competitive bidding on March 1, 2019 at 10 A.M.
in Calipatria, CA at 701 N. Sorenson Ave. Sale is sold with limit and
reserve. The landlord reserves the right to bid at the sale.
Purchases must be made with cash and paid for at the time of pur-
chase. All purchased goods are sold “as is” and must be removed by
5:00 P.M. on the day of the sale. This sale is subject to prior cancel-
lation in the event of settlement between landlord and obligated
party.

Legal 6167 Publish: Feb. 21, 28, 2019

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF

CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
In re
BETTE G. SIMPSON
TRUST
created u/d/t dated June 28,
2002. as amended on April 21,
2010 and on July 5, 2012. by
BETTE G. SIMPSON,
Decedent,
Case No.: EPR000427
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF BETTE G. SIMPSON
[PROBATE CODE SECTION
19003, 19004 and 19040]
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to the creditors and contingent
creditors of the above-named
decedent that all persons having
claims against the decedent are
required to file them with the
Imperial County Superior Court,

at 939 West Main Street, El
Centro, California 92243, and
mailed a copy to Tipp Simpson,
as Successor Trustee of the
BETTE G. SIMPSON TRUST
created U/D/T dated June 28,
2002, as amended on April 21,
2010 and on July 5, 2012,
wherein in the  decedent was the
Settlor, at: Tipp Simpson,
Successor Trustee of the
BETTE G. SIMPSON TRUST
created U/D/T June 28, 2002

c/o Pinney Caldwell & Pace
Attorneys at Law

444 South 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243

Telephone: (760) 352-7800
The original claim must be filed
with the Imperial County
Superior Court within the later
of four (4) months after the date
of the first publication of this
notice to creditors or, if notice is
mailed or personally delivered

to the creditor, sixty (60) days
after the date this notice is
mailed or personally delivered
to you. A claim form may be
obtained from the court clerk.
For your protection, you are
encouraged to file your claim by
certified mail, with return
receipt requested.
Dated: February 20, 2019
PINNEY, CALDWELL &
PACE
Patrick M. Pace
Attorney for Trustee Tipp
Simpson
Endorsed: February 20, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Marie Rhinehart, Deputy
By Dianne Carrido
Legal 6168
Publish: Feb. 21, 28,  March 7,
2019



NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
Trustee Sale No. :
00000007873359 Title Order No.:
T S G 1 8 0 9 - C A - 3 4 5 7 6 8 9
FHA/VA/PMI No.: ATTENTION
RECORDER: THE FOLLOWING
REFERENCE TO AN ATTACHED
SUMMARY APPLIES ONLY TO
COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR, NOT TO THIS
RECORDED ORIGINAL
NOTICE. NOTE: THERE IS A
SUMMARY OF THE INFORMA-
TION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED. (The above statement
is made pursuant to CA Civil Code
Section 2923.3(c)(1). The summary
will be provided to Trustor(s)
and/or vested owner(s) only, pur-
suant to CA Civil Code Section
2923.3(c)(2).) YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED 08/04/2005.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER. BAR-
RETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP, as duly
appointed Trustee under and pur-

suant to Deed of Trust Recorded on
08/10/2005 as Instrument No.
2005-031521 of official records in
the office of the County Recorder
of IMPERIAL County, State of
CALIFORNIA. EXECUTED BY:
CARLOS GALVAN AND
SOCORRO GALVAN, HUSBAND
AND WIFE, AS JOINT TEN-
ANTS, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BID-
DER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT or
other form of payment authorized
by California Civil Code 2924h(b),
(payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States). DATE
OF SALE: 03/26/2019 TIME OF
SALE: 2:00 PM PLACE OF
SALE: AT THE NORTH
ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, 939 MAIN
STREET, EL CENTRO, CA 92243.
STREET ADDRESS and other
common designation, if any, of the
real property described above is
purported to be: 15 D.R. KIN-
CAID, CALEXICO, CALIFOR-
NIA 92231 APN#: 058-141-008-
000 The undersigned Trustee dis-
claims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address and
other common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be

made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regard-
ing title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by
said Deed of Trust, with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s),
advances, under the terms of said
Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reason-
able estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale is
$88,168.70. The beneficiary under
said Deed of Trust heretofore exe-
cuted and delivered to the under-
signed a written Declaration of
Default and Demand for Sale, and a
written Notice of Default and
Election to Sell. The undersigned
caused said Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in
the county where the real property
is located. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are consid-
ering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there
are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically enti-

tle you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of
these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of
the California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the

sale of this property, you may call
714-730-2727 for information
regarding the trustee's sale or visit
this Internet Web site
www.servicelinkASAP.com for
information regarding the sale of
this property, using the file number
assigned to this case
00000007873359. Information
about postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the
Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale. FOR
TRUSTEE SALE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL: AGENCY
SALES and POSTING 714-730-
2727 www.servicelinkASAP.com
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP as
Trustee 20955 Pathfinder Road,
Suite 300 Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(866) 795-1852 Dated: 02/07/2019
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP IS
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. A-
4684468 02/21/2019, 02/28/2019,
03/07/2019
Legal 5769

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, February 28, 2019  PAGE 11

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your County
Adjudicated Newspaper.

Holtville Tribune
760-356-2995

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF

CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
In re
REED FAMILY TRUST creat-
ed u/d/t dated February 1, 1990
by  VIRGINIA M. REED,
Decedent
Case No.: EPR000416
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF
VIRGINIA M. REED
[PROBATE CODE SECTION
19003, 19004 and 19040]
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to the creditors and contingent
creditors of the above-named
decedent that all persons having
claims against the decedent are
required to file them with the
Imperial County Superior Court,
at 939 Main Street, El Centro,
California 92243, and deliver
pursuant to Section 1215 of the
California Probate Code a copy to
Anthony R. Reed, John A. Reed
and Cathy Ward, as Successor
Co-Trustees of the Virginia M.
Reed Trust created U/D/T dated
February 1, 1990, as amended,
wherein the decedent was the
Settlor, at:

Anthony R. Reed, John A.
Reed and Cathy Ward,

Successor Co-Trustees of the
REED FAMILY TRUST

c/o Patrick M. Pace
Pinney Caldwell & Pace

444 South 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243

(760) 352-7800
The original claim must be filed
with the Imperial County
Superior Court within the later of
four (4) months after February
14, the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice to creditors or,
if notice is mailed or personally
delivered to the creditor, sixty
(60) days after the date this notice
is mailed or personally delivered
to such creditor. A claim form
may be obtained from the court
clerk. For protection, the credi-
tors are encouraged to file its
claim by certified mail, with
return receipt requested.
Dated: February 11, 2018
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
Patrick M. Pace
Attorney for  
Anthony R. Reed and John A.
Reed, Co-Trustees
Endorsed: February 11, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial
E. Muñoz
Legal 6163
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, 2019

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-107
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
SoCal Recycling
428 Walnut Ave.
Holtville, CA 9250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 499
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Javier Ornelas Jr.
1630 Zenos 
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: June 6, 2014.
I, Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Javier Ornelas Jr., 
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 5,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 4, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8830
Publish: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-115
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Abacus Press
2420 Verde School Road
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 95
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrants:
Gilbert David Garcia
2420 Verde School Road
Holtville, CA 92250

Monica Jean Sharp
2420 Verde School Road
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Married Couple
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: February 6, 2019.
I, Gilbert D. Garcia Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Gilbert David Garcia
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 6,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 5, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8833 
Publish: Feb 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-075
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Yerba Y Tierra
1049 Playa del Norte
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
Kristian Michelle Salgado
1049 Playa del Norte
Calexico, CA 92231
Crystal Cortez Valenzuela
1623 Rockwood Ave. #2
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by:
CoPartners

Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
I, Kristian Salgado Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Kristian Michelle
Salgado

The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 25,
2019.

NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 24, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5751     
Publish: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-067
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Sociedad Acuicola Golpac
1130 Obeliscos St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Alfredo Herrera
1130 Obeliscos St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed

above.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Alfredo Herrera,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 23,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 22, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the

expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5752     
Publish: Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019
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STILL EXHIBIT JUDGES, Karen Murray and Susan
Kaulbeck on Feb. 25 sample an entry in the food division of the
Still Exhibit competition in preparation for the 111th Mid-
Winter Fair & Fiesta. 

AN EXHIBIT IN the Preble Building recreates the popular La
Hacienda Restaurant that once stood across from the I.V. Expo
fairgrounds in Imperial. The recreation of historic structures is
part of the 2019 fair’s theme “Get Your Kicks on Route 86,” in
reference to the highway on which the grounds are located.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

111th Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta
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