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BY WILLIAM
ROLLER

Even before the offi-
cial opening of Imperial
County’s 111th California
Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta
on March 1, Viking pride
was hard at work in
preparation for demon-
strating the show qualities
of animals diligently
groomed for this moment.

“These are higher-
quality animals bred for
livestock shows, same as
the American Kennel
Club’s show dogs,” said
Lindsay Cox, Holtville
FFA Advisor and agricul-
ture science teacher.
“These kids put in a lot of
time, money and extra
effort to bring out the ani-
mal’s superior qualities.
But this fair is the monu-
mental event. Everything
has been building up to
this.”

FFA, however, is far
more than just livestock,
stressed Cox, as it teaches
leadership development
in disciplines as far lung
as natural resource man-
agement, wind energy

systems, forestry and
public speaking. Cox said
she explains to parents
livestock shows are based
on three elements, one
third each: an animal’s
genetics, nutrition and
exercise/grooming. 

Judges base their
decisions on muscling,
body condition, structure

(balance) and eye-appeal,
noted Cox. Showmanship
is vital as well: how well
can a student  control the
animal? Is it a calm ani-
mal? 

Due to each animal’s
unique personality and
genetics students must
learn to use the showing
to reveal its attributes.

Thus, if an animal’s rear
legs are hawking in
(knock kneed), a student
must learn to have their
animal stand up straight.

“It’s definitely a niche
lifestyle; lots of students
are not here just for this
show. A lot of them com-
pete at shows across
California and Arizona,”

said Cox. “It’s kind of
like a sport. They’ll fol-
low the circuit.”

Cox genuinely enjoys
working with students
and see it pay off for
them, and she certainly
has the right background.

Cox came up in the
FFA in Davis where she
raised cattle, hogs, goats
and even catfish. She then
graduated from California
Polytechnic State
University, San Luis
Obispo, with a degree in
agriculture science and
later earned a master’s
degree.

After marrying an
Imperial Valley native she
moved to the area and did
her student teaching at
Imperial High School.
Then-Holtville High
School Principal Jeff
Magin hired her in 2011
and she has taught there
since. 

Cox said she is con-
stantly juggling her
schedule from the class-
roomto FFA Leadership

Continued on page 3

Holtville High’s Own Strive To 
Carry On County’s Ag Heritage

MELANY LOPEZ WITH her heifer, Legend Dairy, at the California Mid-
Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on March 1. She raised the animal under
guidance from Holtville FFA advisor Lindsay Cox.
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER     

Unlike past carnivals, midway
games at the 2019 California Mid-
Winter Fair & Fiesta are user friend-
ly as proprietors coach all comers on
how to score, but winning still calls
for a sharp eye, steady hand and
determination.

Eric Kim, the designer of the
Shooting Gallery's replica firearms
powered by compressed air,
explained the faux weapons shoot a
plastic BB at lollipop targets. The
top-row targets are the size of an
orange and the bottom lemon sized.
Marksmen get 10 shots with the

rifle (more accurate) or 13 with the
pistol. 

Contrary to myth, Kim is not the
typical carnie conniving to separate
customers from their money. Instead
he offers soothing encouragement.

"Aim higher, 11 o'clock," he
cautions one struggling marksman.
"Relax and focus." 

The South Korean military vet-
eran shows several shooters how it
is done and quickly dispatches all
six targets.

"You got to know how to aim
and we teach everybody, safety
first," Kim insisted. "We have safe-
ty glasses and educate how to con-
trol the weapon so it's a positive

experience. Yesterday we had 20
winners."

Tom Choi, the Shooting Gallery
manager, advises to steady the mock
9mm Beretta with two hands,
"Unless you're built like the Rock
(actor Dwayne Johnson). You just
peer down the sites atop the barrel
and squeeze the trigger with easy
pressure."

Kim demonstrated for Gary Ray,
who fired the AK-47 Airsoft. Ray
hit two targets, better than many yet
not enough to win. Still, Kim award-
ed him a silver bullet necklace.

Continued on page 5

Mid-Winter Fair Aims To Turn
Every Player Into A Winner

BOOTH WORKER ROBERTO Jimenez (left) demonstrates how to make a winning toss at the Tubs of Fun
ball game at the California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on March 3.
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Budget Shortfall Stalls
Building Of New CHP
El Centro Office

BY GARY REDFERN

The $40 million project
to build a new office for the
California Highway Patrol
in El Centro has been
delayed at least nine months
by budgeting difficulties, a
state official familiar with
the matter reported.

Funding for the facility
at South Fourth Street and
Danenburg Road was
announced to great fanfare
in a press conference at El
Centro City Hall on July 11,
2018. It was jointly staged
by Assembly Member
Eduardo Garcia and state
Sen. Ben Hueso.

The new building would
replace the current Highway
Patrol El Centro Area head-
quarters at 2331 N.
Highway 86 in Imperial.
Opened in 1966, the build-
ing is inadequate to house
the necessary staff and
equipment and poses haz-
ards to those working there,
a Highway Patrol infra-
structure plan states.

A media advisory
announcing the July press
conference stated Hueso,
Garcia and other dignitaries
would be on hand “to cele-
brate a $40,388,000 state
budget allocation to the
California Highway Patrol
(CHP) for the design-build
phase of the El Centro Area
Office Replacement

Project.”
However, that progress

lasted only about two
months. Emails from the
state Department of General
Services, which has over-
sight of the project, state the
agency was in the process
of obtaining qualifications
from prospective bidders
for the design-build phase
when the process was halt-
ed.

The last activity listed
as completed is dated Sept.
14. The next step, scheduled
for Oct. 5, has a notation
“TBD – Pending next
Governor’s Budget for
Design-Build Funding.”
The remaining steps that
were to have occurred
through spring 2019 all
state “TBD.”

“TBD,” means to be
determined. “Next gover-
nor” refers to the then-pend-
ing departure of Gov. Jerry
Brown. Gavin Newson was
elected to the office in
November. Because gover-
nors are known to handle
budgets differently that is
yet another element of
uncertainty to the often
unpredictable budget
process. 

The report also states,
“Project Completion
Anticipated within 28
months of Notice to
Proceed.” 

Continued on page 5

Attempted
Power Grab
By State Rep
Rankles IID

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Imperial Irrigation District offi-
cials met face-to-face with state
Assembly Member Chad Mayes
on March 4 for the first time
since Mayes introduced legisla-
tion seeking to radically change
the makeup of the agency's
board.
Mayes (R-42nd) introduced
Assembly Bill 854 on Feb. 20. If
passed, the bill would increase
the number of IID board mem-
bers from five to 11 with the six
additional directors - the majority
of the board - being registered
voters in and residents of
Riverside County. 
Additionally, according to its
text, "The bill would authorize
the district board to adopt a reso-
lution decreasing the number of
directors and the divisions from
which they are elected from 11 to
5 if a public utility district is
formed that provides electricity
outside the territory of the
Imperial Irrigation District and 

Continued on page 9



BY MARCIA R. JENNINGS  

On the day of an interview set
for 1 p.m., Holtville-area farmer
Ronnie Leimgruber calls me at
noon and reports he has an
appointment at 1:30 in El Centro,
so if I can be at his shop in 15
minutes there will be enough
time to squeeze in questions
before the other appointment. 

"I'm heading out in five min-
utes," I say.

He tells me where the shop is,
but he doesn't tell me that he isn't
at the shop at that moment. He's
actually coming from another
meeting from somewhere else.
But being conscientious, he's
anticipating, rearranging, and
putting his ducks in order.
Welcome to Ronnie's fast-paced
world. 

His shop is on Metz Road,
south of the beautiful Spanish-
style house that can be seen on
the left of county route S80,
heading west toward El Centro.
The entrance to the compound is
a long road covered in asphalt to
keep the dust down. Another near
house is in front, toward the back
is the shop and tractors are neatly
arranged around the compound. 

We park near the shop, but
there doesn't seem to be anyone
around . . . except for a dog that is
some kind of Collie-shepherd
mix and is comfortably napping
in the sun. When my husband
calls her, she immediately comes

over and affably makes us feel
welcome-we later learn her name
is Carly. So much for the fero-
cious guard dog image.

We're still standing with
Carly when Andrew Leimgruber,
Ronnie's son, drives up in a pick-
up. He gets out and tells us that
his dad called and is on his way.
He, his wife, and children live in
the house in front. He says he's
now working with his dad, but
after attending California
Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo, he'd worked for an
international business that spe-
cialized in growing onions and
garlic. 

He worked there for 10 years
because his dad wanted him to
get experience first, and then
come to work for him. Now he
and his dad are talking about
branching out into the onion and
garlic business and they're also
planning on producing for the
company Andrew used to work
for. 

Besides Andrew, Ronnie's
daughter, Stephanie Leimgruber
Fisher, who now lives in Blythe
with her husband and family,
comes back weekly to run the
office and sell hay. She has a
bachelor's degree from Duke
University and, as her father
proudly mentions later, among
his daughter's many accomplish-
ments she won the Women in
Agro Business of the Year Award
in 2000.

Ronnie's youngest son, Paul,

only works part time with his
father. He's still in the education-
al phase of his life, a senior at
Grand Canyon University major-
ing in International Business. A
good education is the common
thread that is weaved into the
foundation of the Ronnie C.
Leimgruber Farm enterprise, be it
the father, the daughter, or the
two sons.    

Ronnie finally arrives, cell
phone in hand, and excuses him-
self for being late. He sits down
and gets right to it. I can tell this
isn't his first interview; he's pre-
pared. Besides, on his schedule
there's not a minute to waste.

Ronnie explains he is the son
of Swiss settlers as his grandfa-
ther came to the Imperial Valley
in the 1920s and started off in the
dairy business. By the time
Ronnie's father took over in 1945
he shut down the dairy and start-
ed working his 400 acres by
planting alfalfa. 

Ronnie, the youngest in the
family, grew up in Holtville and
graduated in 1979 from Holtville
High School. In 1983 he earned
his bachelor's degree in animal
science from Cal Poly in San
Luis Obispo. In addition, he

worked for a time as a commer-
cial pilot and a flight instructor.
Now he only flies recreationally.

"I came back," he quips, "to
make money." 

The return was in 1984 and
he quickly immersed himself in
the family tradition-farming-and
that has been his focus for the last
35 years. He both purchased and
rented land and now farms 2,000
acres. He grows alfalfa, wheat,

Bermuda-grass and Sudan grass.
He's also started growing spinach
- a high-dollar crop - as a joint
venture.

Ronnie has no fear of innova-
tion as evidenced by his recent
farming ventures.

First, he's concentrating on
another project--water conserva-
tion--experimenting with different

Continued on page 5
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Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAR. 07: Laura Boston, Benjamin Ray Cartee, Maia Leighann Crosby,
Westin James Hilfiker, Isabelle Schaffner, Victoria Schaffner, Brooke
Plourd, Jillian Grace Fortin, Nancy Hoyt.
MAR. 08: Frank Van Der Linden, Jr., Colton Gaucin
MAR. 09: Carter Nelson, Haley Hoberg, Cheryl Turner.
MAR. 10: Gracie Realmuto, Justin Brady, Janet Gettle Johnson, Urbana
Vasquez.
MAR. 11: Angie Garcia
MAR. 12: Bryan Nielsen, Linda M. Wood.
MAR. 13: Adelyn Turner, Doug Brendel

Anniversaries

MAR. 11 : Mr. & Mrs. Jared Ries, Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Fortin
MAR. 12: Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dan Cameron
MAR. 13: Mr. & Mrs. Jack Vessey

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 11 de marzo
Soar Above Stigma (Elevarse por Encima del Estigma)

Imagine una preparatoria donde los jóvenes que experimentaban sufrimiento debido a
síntomas de problemas de salud mental no tengan que minimizarse o esconderse.
Imagínese que haya aceptación abierta y apoyo. Soar Above Stigma (Elevarse por

Encima del Estigma) es una campaña de bienestar de salud mental en la preparatoria de
Southwest, que ha asumido este desafío con sus estudiantes de profesionales de la salud
que desempeñan un papel importante en la reducción del estigma de la salud mental en

el campus. 
Jackie Valadez

SHS HOSA: 
Futuros Profesionales de la Salud, Asesor

Alexa Angulo
SHS HOSA Líder de Proyecto de Salud Mental

Alice Valle
SHS HOSA Vicepresidente de Comunicaciones

Week of March 11th
Soar Above Stigma

Imagine a high school where youth who were experiencing suffering due to
symptoms of mental health problems didn’t have to hide or minimize.
Imagine there was open acceptance and support. Soar Above Stigma, a

mental health wellness campaign at Southwest High School have taken on
this challenge with their Healthcare Professional students playing a signifi-

cant role in reducing mental health stigma on campus.
Jackie Valadez
SHS HOSA: 

Future Health Professionals, Advisor
Simran Singh
SHS HOSA:

Future Health Professionals,
Mental Health Project Leader

Woman’s Club of Holtville
March Schedule

All events are held at the Club House at Sixth &
Fern

March 12 - Book Section 9:30 am
March 18 - DeAnza District Conference TBA
March 26 - Executive Board Meeting 9:30 am
March 28 - Spaghetti Dinner 12:00 - 6:00 pm

American Legion Bingo & Dinner
Bingo and a bite to eat; Corned Beef and Cabbage,
includes veggies, roll, dessert, and soda or bottled
water. $10.00 plate. Dine-in or carry out, stay and
play if desired. Join us at The American Legion
Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, corner of 6th
and Cedar Ave. Thursday, March 14 between 5:00-
6:30 p.m. Proceeds benefit Veterans in Imperial
County.
Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, March 14. Doors
open at 5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m. Public
is welcome. Please join us and support our Veterans
and Active Duty Service Members! More info, call
619-807-8431.

Farmers Market & Street Fair
The City of Holtville will be holding its first
Famers Market and Street Fair on Thursday, March
28 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Holt Park.
Applications for food booths are due by March 12.
All others are due by March 25. Go to the city’s
website at www.holtville.ca.gov for applications
and more information.

Holtville Rotary Club Pulled Pork Cook-Off
The Holtville Rotary Club will be hosting its first-
ever Pulled Pork Cook-Off on Saturday, March 30
from 5 to 10 p.m. in Holt Park. The event is a
fundraiser for the organization so that it can contin-
ue to support the community. Entry fee is $250 and
includes the minimum amount of meat required per
team. More may be purchased for an additional
amount. Entry fee also includes county health per-
mit fee. Contact Ross Daniels at (760) 455-6988
for entry information.

Community Calendar

Ronnie Leimgruber Farms Aided By Education And Technology

HOLTVILLE-AREA FARMERS Ronnie Leimgruber (left) and
his son, Andrew Leimgruber, with their farm dog, Carly.
MARCIA R. JENNINGS PHOTO



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Trying to avoid off-road vehi-
cle collisions with trains in a pop-
ular recreation area, the Imperial
County Transportation
Commission is seeking a way to
create safer crossings in the
Glamis area along State Route
78.

By statute off-roaders can cross
but are not allowed to ride on a
state road, Mark Baza, commis-
sion executive director, explained
at a Feb. 27 meeting. Even more
of a hazard are off-roaders trying
to cross the Union Pacific rail-
road tracks that pass through
Glamis and bisect the sand dunes
that attract tens of thousands of
riders.

"A couple of years back there
were three children killed when
their OHV got stuck on the
tracks," said Baza. "So, we're
looking at potential crossings,
probably use a type of under-
ground crossing as opposed to a
bridge since it is less expensive."

Since 2009 Union Pacific
removed three over-track cross-
ings when it implemented a dou-
ble track system, explained
Nicole Gilles, American Sands
Association executive director.
The association is among the

organizations fighting to keep the
Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation
Area open to off-road use. 

Also, an underground crossing
at Wash 10 existed for 10 years
but was eliminated with double
tracking. Since then, off-roaders
have been seeking an alternative.

"There are a series of trails east
of the tracks and if you're camp-
ing in the dunes and want to use
those trails you must go south of
SR-78 to Ogilby Road to cross,
that's 17 miles," said Gilles. "We
don't know why they closed the
crossings, so ASA's attorney filed
a complaint with the California
Public Utilities commission last
September."

Since 2009 a series of meet-
ings were held between ASA,
Union Pacific and Imperial
County but reached no resolu-
tion. Recently an administrative
law judge was appointed to bro-
ker an alternative dispute resolu-
tion process, noted Gilles.

"Were hoping for a solution
before next season (October),"
said Gilles. "Actually, this is pret-
ty quick to set up because it can
take years. So, this is a positive
for those who recreate in the
dunes."

Union Pacific has authority to
grant where the crossings shall be
placed and will have input on the

lead agency that will negotiate
the location. 
"We'll have to determine who
that'll (lead agency) be," said
Baza. "The dunes are under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau of
Land Management. But if the
crossing is adjacent to or a part of
the state highway it'll be Caltrans
(California Department of
Transportation). A study will be
underway soon. We could do the
project in two phases. But ideally
we'd like to secure all funding
first then hire just one contrac-
tor."

In other business, the commis-
sion unanimously approved
efforts to accelerate cross-border
manufacturing and agricultural
trade. To achieve that goal plan-
ning has begun to widen the
bridge over the All-American
Canal at the Calexico East Port of
Entry. There is $1.84 million
available from a five-percent
Local Transportation Authority
regional highway set-aside fund
that comes through the Measure
D sales tax that funds road
improvements.

The commission must first
complete an environmental
impact and engineering report
expected to be done by May
2020. Once finished, it can get
approval for $20 million from the
U.S. Department of
Transportation that is earmarked
for the project.

Construction is expected to
begin in February 2021 and com-
pleted by November 2022. The
aim is to add two northbound
lanes for trucks and two for cars.
The intent is to relieve peak traf-
fic usage that can tie up motorists
for two to three hours.

"Manufacturers and agricultur-
al producers try to maximize
their shipping by getting two or
three trips per day," said Baza.
"There's $16 billion of
import/exports going through
going through the east POE. So,
four more lanes can make a sub-
stantial difference. And there are
50,000 people who cross to shop,
work and recreate daily."
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To submit an obituary give us a call
at (760) 356-2995 

or email us the information: 
holtvillenews@aol.com

BY WILLIAM ROLLER 
AND GARY REDFERN

There was the Twilight saga
in books and movies, the
Watergate saga in politics and the
Royal Family saga involving
Prince Charles and Lady Diana.

Now there is the saga of the
new  courthouse for the Imperial
County Superior Court. What it
lacks in suspense, drama and
intrigue it more than makes up
for in real-life consequences. The
historic courthouse at 939 W.
Main St. in El Centro busted its
seems decades ago, leading to the
need for expanded satellite
courts.

Hope seemed to be on the
horizon earlier in the decade
when land was purchased near
Wake Avenue and Eighth Street
in El Centro for a new 47,000-
square-foot courthouse. It would
create room for four more court-
rooms and administration offices,
but the current facility would

remain open for civil, traffic,
small claims and family-law
cases.  

But the hopes for a new
courthouse were dashed in 2016
by state-level funding shortfalls-
the new building is clocking in at
just under $50 million.

However, the money logjam
was recently cleared and the state
Judicial Council gave the go-
ahead. Ground has been broken
and an opening is planned for
early 2021.   

The 47,000 square foot facili-
ty is funded through the Judicial
Council of California, the over-
sight agency of the superior
courts in each of the state's 58
counties. Among its numerous
responsibilities are construction
of court facilities. 

In explaining how the path
was cleared, Blaine Corren,
Judicial Council public affairs
officer, stated in a Feb. 15 email
that previously new courthouses
were supported through court
user fees and penalties rather than

taxpayer revenues.
That funding model was

abandoned by the state
Legislature and not used for  the
current 2018-19 fiscal year budg-
et negotiations, Merrill
Balassone, another council public
affairs officer, said in Feb. 20
telephone interview. 

"The Trial Court Facilities
Act of 2002, Senate Bill 1732,
transferred responsibility and
ownership of court facilities from
counties to the state, in addition
to providing a mechanism and fee
increases for funding the con-
struction of these facilities," said
Balassone. "Also, SB 1407
(2008), was enacted to increase
various fees to support the con-
struction of court facilities."

However, Balassone noted
the revenues anticipated from the
two bills fell short of the estimate
and as such in 2016 the Judicial
Council suspended plans to build
17 courthouses, including
Imperial County's. Already pur-
chased, the land then sat vacant.

Hope, however, was restored
with the 2018-19 state budget.

"So, consistent with the trans-
fer of responsibility for court
facilities to the state (from coun-
ties), the fiscal 2018-19 budget
approved by the Legislature and
signed by then-Gov. Jerry Brow
earmarked $1.3 billion in lease-
revenue bonds for construction of
10 courthouse projects," added
Balassone.

The approved bonds will be
repaid from the state general
fund, she explained, adding,
"This funding structure is a
departure from previous practice,
where court construction was
bond funded and paid back
through fines and fees levied on
users." 

Bonds will be repaid over 25
years and "this new model is
more sustainable," she said.    

Key milestones in the con-
struction process but with no
exact timeline are:

•Hensel Phelps Construction
Company is contracted as the

construction manager.  
•Manager mails bid packages

to construction professionals for
a construction team. 

•The construction site enters
preparation, a foundation will be
poured, the core of the building
and protective shell will be com-
pleted. 

•Interior fixtures and finishes
are next to be completed. 

•The newly constructed
building undergoes quality con-
trol check 

The building is inspected;
issued a certificate of occupancy.

However, there may be
another chapter yet to be written
in this saga. In conjunction with
the new El Centro courthouse the
Judicial Council will close the
popular Brawley court. That
could lead to another battle,
though the prospects for success
for anyone wishing to change the
council's mind on that seem
uncertain at best.

The Saga Of The New El Centro Courthouse 

Solution Sought to Railroad
Crossing in Sand Dunes 

ICTC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Mark Baza speaks about creat-
ing a safer crossing at the Glamis area along State Route 78.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

conferences to raising her own
show-quality goats.

“FFA is focused on leadership
development and we do it
through agriculture, but it’s more
than that,” emphasized Cox.
“Kids compete in mechanics,
farm machinery and science fairs.
And the reason this fair is so suc-
cessful is the strong support of
the Imperial Valley community.”

Two of those students who
successfully progressed through
the FFA program are brother and
sister, David and Melany Lopez,
a senior and sophomore, respec-
tively, at Holtville High School.
Both said they grew up admiring
their older sister, Kathya, who
raised animals. 

“When we were small, it
looked really cool,” said Melany.
“Once David got in the responsi-
bility of raising an animal really
hit home. It taught me how to
stay committed to something and
whatever you do, do your best.”

Both Melany and David are

raising a market hog and a dairy
heifer, although David began
raising a chicken yet soon real-
ized it was not as much fun as a
larger animals and switched to
hogs.

“They’re kind of like a dog;
they do get attached to you,” he
said of pigs. “And we’re fortu-
nate enough that Holtville (High)
has a school farm right behind the
Ag Department. But honestly, it’s
the responsibility component that
drove me to it. And there’s also
the competitive spirit in Imperial
Valley.”

The challenge can sometimes
be their animal wants to take the
lead, explained Melany. But once
an animal learns it is the student
who is in control, the animal
becomes calmer and more coop-
erative.

“Our animals were a little
more stubborn this year,” admit-
ted Melany. “But we spoiled
them and treated them like little
babies.”

Ag Heritage......from page one

For your advertising needs, please call 
760-356-2995.



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Rhythm on day two at Imperial
County's California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta on March  2 swung
to a different drum as entertain-
ment glanced south of the border
for music from folklorico to fla-
menco or a fleeting glance across
the Pacific for Polynesian dance.

Infectious was Hidalgo
Folklorico of Brawley that had
the audience swaying to the
music or videoing family mem-
bers performing. Dancing kicked
off at 1 p.m. at the Plaza de las
Cultura stage with Las Flores Del
Valley followed by the Hidalgo
troupe. 

Among the performers dynam-
ic dancer Nevaeh Rivera said the
fluid movements allow her to
embrace cultural roots. 
"I started off at 12 with my moth-
er signing me up for classes but I
didn't think I'd like it," admitted
Rivera. "But by the third class I
did."

Hidalgo Folklorico featured
dance from the regions of Vera
Cruz, Norteno, Jalisco and
Rivera's favorite, Sinaloa. 
"I just like the moves of the

dance," she said. "They are very
graceful. But when we dance to
Sinaloa your attention is focused
to the skirt (ruffled and many
pleats)."  

Recording video in the second
row Rivera's mother, Bianca
Olivarria, still seemed in awe of
the dance's movements, even
thoughshe has seem it many
times.

"The appeal for me is the cul-
ture behind it, traditional
Mexican dancers," she said. "I'm
definitely proud of her. Her group
has been performing for 30
years."

Rivera's uncle, Daniel Tanori,
said wistfully, "The music is from
my grandparents' era. The main
thing is, it is so colorful."

Many dancers were of such a
tender age they likely were
unaware of the history that
shaped the tradition, he
explained.

"I'll tell you one thing, it is a
lot of work," he stressed. "But
they wouldn't get here without
their parents."

While crowds relaxed enjoying
the dance performances, hard
work was afoot for other fair par-
ticipants as the 4H and FFA clubs

continued to exhibit at the live-
stock showmanship and market
arenas. Earning a second-place
finish was Remi Van Der Linden,
a seventh-grader at the Corfman
School and a resident of
Holtville. His feeder calf,
Stokely, weighed in at 341
pounds yet needs to get up to
1,200 before it can be harvested,
explained his mother, Jennifer.

"The market arena shows the
quality of the animal: can it hold
its weight and will it maintain it
in an evenly distributed body
structure, is what is under scruti-
ny," she said. "He'll need a $1.60
per pound to break-even but $3 a
pound is pretty good."

"I enjoy being with the ani-
mals," said Remi. "But I don't
think I want to do this for a
career. I like science. Maybe I'll
do something in aerospace."

Earning grand and reserve
championships were sisters
Danica and Jessica Acosta show-
ing market hogs. Danica, a sev-
enth-grader at Wilson Jr. High
School in El Centro, won with
Maggie, a 265-pound hog. 

"Their (hog) personality is like
a cuddle bug," she said. "But
most challenging is their stub-
bornness. But I'm also very proud
of my sister."

Despite late afternoon gusts
crowds flocked to the stage near
the Palm Oasis Beer Garden to be
beguiled by hypnotherapist Suzi
Haner. The one-time lead singer
of Suzy and the Knockouts
switched her dulcet musical
chops for the powers of persua-
sion. The performance recalled
the song "Hypnotized" on
Fleetwood Mac's 1973 album
"Mystery to Me,"reminding the
audience, "… Because there's no
explaining what your imagina-
tion can make you see and feel /
Seems like a dream / Got me hyp-
notized..."

Haner explained hypnosis is not
what one sees in movies because
if it were true, she would hypno-
tize a bevy of buck-naked men to
clean her bathroom.It is really a
matter of relaxing and concen-
trating, she insisted as she cajoled

audience members to volunteer
since, as she explained, she can-
not hypnotize the chairs on her
stage.

"When we (performers) break
that fourth wall (addressing the
audience) we bring them on stage
and being a part of the show is
much more fun than just watch-
ing it," she said. "My goal is to
have the person on the stage have
as much fun as the people watch-
ing."

Despite her irreverent approach,
Haner succeeded and not only
had her subjects asleep in each
other's laps but brought them
back to consciousness, followed

by counting in precise patterns
skipping numbers she suggested,
dancing to YouTube's Baby
Shark and finally performing hip-
hop rhymes in a "foreign" lan-
guage they did not speak. 

“I love what I do, and because
I do, I never work a day in my
life," said Haner. "I just did a
week in Indio and I've been com-
ing here off and on the last 18
years. I work all over the U.S.
and every place is different
because people work at different
things. But there is one common
thread, and that is people love
hanging out and having fun."
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Crowd Gathers To Await Fair Opening; 'Something For Everyone'
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

With the 111th California
Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta offer-
ing something for everyone, fair-
goers arrived in droves on March
1 an hour before the gates parted
on opening day, each eagerly
awaiting their favorite amuse-
ment.

"I like to see everything, but
the animals the most," said an
anxious Esmerelda Dominguez
in line with her two-year-old
niece, Elizabeth. "Also, I want to
get my corndog."

El Centro Librarian Roland
Banks emerged from his book
stacks because he said it would
not be Imperial Valley without
the fair. He said he prefers the
exhibits, especially livestock
such as the sheep. 

"I always have to have my

funnel cake and lemonade," he
said. 

Added his niece, Stacy Banks
(also a librarian in San Diego), "I
like the gem and minerals build-
ing. They know me in there.
That's where I spend all my time.
I have a whole shelf full of gems,
especially jade--it's a pretty
color."

After a bravura acapella per-
formance of the Star-Spangled
Banner by Amelia Brock, the rib-
bon was cut by Brook Camarena
and Ellie Brock and visitors
swarmed in. Some of the first
through the gates were Ann
Bordges, Sharon King, Mary
Canada and Irma Smith, arriving
from Brawley yet informally
known as the "Mexican Train
Domino girls," a favorite pastime
except when they break for the
Mid-Winter Fair. 

"It's a beautiful day and I did-

n't even bring a jacket," said
Bordges. "We got our senior
passes from the newspaper. I
always go for the candy station.
Licorice is my favorite." 

Her companion, Canada, said
she prefers the cinnamon gummy
bears for a snack and the entries
in sewing competitions. 

"I like to look at the quilts,"
she said. "I entered some aprons
years ago I made from recycled
jeans and won two blue ribbons."

Many agree with Banks the
centerpiece of the fair is the live-
stock competition and judging,
and on opening day rabbit show-
ing was already underway.
Winning the blue and red ribbons
and qualifying for the round
robin judging on March 5 were
Malie Tipton, first place, and
Diana Lugo, second place, both
Southwest High School class-
mates and El Centro FFA club

members.
For Malie, it was her eighth

year competing, this time with a
Himalayan named Jake.
Although mostly docile (except
with males vying for a female
mate), the breed is unpredictable,
she admitted. Malie recalled she
acquired Jake at eight weeks old
so the bond was established early.

"As he gets older (going on
three years) he gets mellower,"
said Malie. "When I get his toys
out, he still plays with them. His
favorite is a wooden cube with a
ball inside. He likes to make it
rattle; and he likes to gnaw on the
wooden box."

Diana was showing a mini
rex, Snowball, who she said can
be a challenge with an inclination
for stubbornness, which seems to
be a bit more typical among the
females. 

In the High School division

Angelina Ramirez finished sec-
ond with her German Shepard,
Rexie, a dog her mother,
Ramona, also treasures.
Finishing first was Mary Abatti,
with her Newfoundland, Rinny, a
working dog often used in water
rescue.

Angelina said she worked
hard with Rexie for him to learn
to run the T as well as the L and
triangle patterns, as required in
the competition. 

"He's very playful, especially
with sticks," she said. "And he's
never aggressive with other
dogs."

Mary's Rinny, a stunning jet-
black dog, appears to be wearing
a sable coat.

"Rinny is still a puppy and
she thinks she's boss because
she's so big," said Mary. "But
every day she's getting better
with training."

Fair's Sophomore Day Sways To Beat And Bleat

HYPTONIST SUZY HANER puts some of her audience members
under during a performance at this year’s California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

NATALIA GONZALEZ, HIDALGO Folklorico dancer, performs
in colorful garb on the Plaza de las Cultural stage at the
California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on March 2.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO



FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 22

PROBLEM CHILD: At 7:14
p.m. deputies were requested by
a mother who said her son was
causing a disturbance at the
family’s home. They were dis-
patched to try to calm him
down.

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 23

FRIENDLY VISITOR: At
7:04 a.m. someone from the
Turning Point men’s home on
Orchard Road reported that a
loose dog had been wandering
around the area all night and
was now hanging out with some
of the residents. The animal
control department was notified.
IT’S TOUGH OUT THERE:
At 8:51 a.m. deputies were
called to a residence on the west
side of town, where a young boy
was threatening to run away
from home. They spoke with the
minor about his home life and
consequences of life on the
road.
ALL ABUZZ: At 1:36 p.m. it
was reported that a bee hive had
developed on the side of a
power pole on the north side of
the skate park on Fourth Street.

The county’s vector control
department was notified of the
potential problem.
A DOG’S LIFE: At 3:37 p.m. a
caller reported seeing an older
Beagle walking up and down the
street in the 800 block of
Chestnut Avenue. The dog was
caught and taken to the city
pound.
HIGHS AND LOWS: At 10:01
p.m. a complaint came in about
loud music coming from a house
near Wooldridge and Melon
Avenues. A deputy checked the
neighborhood but didn’t report
hearing any music. A second
call was received about the
same problem a short time later.
A deputy did locate the source
of the disturbance and asked the
residents to turn the volume
down to keep peace in the
neighborhood.
DISAPPEARED ON HER: At
8:25 p.m. a deputy reported
being flagged down by a woman
at Seventh and Beale. She said
that she was looking for her son,
who had left the house while she
was at the store. He was located
a short time later.

SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 24

FORGET SOMETHING?: At
11:27 a.m. a motorist was pulled
over near the corner of Eighth
and Cedar. The driver was cited
for having let the vehicle’s reg-
istration expire and was given a
warning about not carrying
proof of insurance.
SOMETHING WAS
WRONG: At 12:22 p.m. a
deputy advised dispatchers that
he was stopping to question
someone on a bicycle at Fifth
and Palm. The rider was
detained for an unspecified vio-
lation.
LATE PAYMENTS: At 10:04
p.m. a repossession company
employee notified dispatchers
that they had just towed a 2007
Chevrolet from in front of a
local residence and wanted
police to be aware of it. The
owner of the vehicle reportedly
didn’t know the repo was taking
place.

THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 28

NO CALIFORNIA STOPS: At
8:30 a.m. a deputy reported
stopping a driver at Fourth and
Chestnut and giving her a warn-
ing about not making a com-
plete stop at the intersection.

CAN’T DRIVE IN: At 7:19
p.m. a Walnut Avenue resident
requested a deputy be sent to
help her deal with someone who
parked on the street in such a
way that she wasn’t able to get
into her driveway.
SUPPOSED TO BE VISIBLE:
At 8:35 p.m. a deputy pulled
over a vehicle at Seventh and
Fern and let the driver know that
he had a burned-out license
plate light.

FRIDAY,
MARCH 1

LEFT OPEN?: At 12:34 a.m.
a caller reported that the door
to a maintenance room was
open at an apartment building
in the 800 block of Holt
Avenue. A deputy was sent to
check on the property.
LOST AND FOUND: At 9:53
a.m. a resident turned a found
item into deputies at the local
substation. The sheriff’s log
doesn’t say what the item was.
BRANDISHING A
WEAPON: At 2:15 p.m.
deputies were called to the
trailer park on East Third
Street after a male subject was
reported to have yelled at some
kids and shown them a gun.
Deputies were immediately

dispatched to calm the man
down.
BETTER LATE THAN
NEVER: At 11:10 a.m. some-
one went into the station and
requested a deputy take a
report for a traffic accident that
had occurred the day before.
NO HELMETS EITHER: At
3:22 p.m. a caller reported that
there were a couple of juve-
niles riding an all terrain vehi-
cle on Brentwood Avenue. A
deputy was sent to check on
the kids but they had apparent-
ly headed home and parked the
vehicle before he arrived in the
area.
FALSE ALARM: At 7:33 p.m.
an alarm was reported to have
been set off at the high school.
A couple of deputies checked
all the buildings and found
everything to be secure, with
no signs of attempted entry.
NEEDS HELP: At 10:29 p.m.
a resident reported that his eld-
erly mother had left their home
and he was worried because
she suffers from dementia. The
man was assisted in his search
by deputies.
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Border Patrol News

If the preparation steps
resume in July and go as previ-
ously scheduled they would take
about six months, allowing work
on the project—its design and
construction-- to begin about
January 2020. That would push
completion from summer 2021 to
spring 2022.

“The project funding for the
Design Build phase is dependent
upon the July budget. We will
know more after the governor
approves the budget,”  Jennifer
Iida, General Services public
information officer, wrote in a
Jan. 7 email in response to an
inquiry on the status of the proj-
ect.

Pressed for more detail, Iida
wrote in a Jan. 14 email an
excerpt “from the Governor’s
budget for the CHP El Centro”
states, “At this time the
Performance Criteria documents
are complete however the Design
Build phase cannot proceed until
the budget is approved after July
1, 2019.”

Further explaining the issue,
Iida wrote in a Feb. 19 email
funds for the project were no
longer available from the original
source—the state motor vehicle
fund. That means a request for

funding was made to the state
Public Buildings Construction
Fund, which will need approval
by the legislature and governor as
part of the upcoming 2019-20
budget.

Moreover, the delay will raise
the cost from $40,388,000 to
$41,938,000, an increase of more
than $1.5 million, Iida stated.

The development appeared to
catch Garcia’s office off guard.

Asked for Garcia’s response
his communications director,
Aurora Saldivar, wrote in a Feb.
11 email, “We had not been
aware of any delays. Our office
would be happy to inquire after
the status of the project, the
funds, as well as if there is any-
thing we can do to support our
local California Highway Patrol
and ensure the success of this
project.”

As of press time Hueso’s
office had not responded to
emails on Feb. 8 and 28 seeking
comment. 

CHP El Centro Public Affairs
Officer Javier Amezcua said the
office is taking the delay in
stride.

“We’re just like every other
agency. We’re working at the will
of the state. We’re looking for-

ward to the new building and we
need it. But we’ll get it when we
get it. Until then, it’s business as
usual,” he said.  

The excerpt from the gover-
nor’s budget provide by Iida also
shed some limited light on the
loss of the motor-vehicle funds. 

“The California Highway
Patrol (CHP) requests a reversion
of $40,388,000 Motor Vehicle
Account (MVA) and new funding
of $143,000 MVA for the per-
formance criteria phase and
$41,938,000 Public Buildings
Construction Fund for the
design-build phase of the El
Centro Area Office Replacement
project,” the excerpt states.

It adds, “As a result of vari-
ous constraints on the MVA, it is
anticipated that funds will be
insufficient to provide for CHP
office replacement projects over
the next five years. The use of the
Public Buildings Construction
Fund for the design-build phase
ensures that this existing project
can continue while reducing
pressure on MVA.”

The response from Garcia’s
office did not specifically address
the loss of motor vehicle funds.

Luis Martinez bagged six
targets and won a stuffed bear.
The Brawley mechanic admitted
he does not typically target
shoot. 

"It's pretty cool," said
Martinez. "Maybe I'll come back
and try it again."

Next month Kim said he
moves his gallery to the Marine
Corps Air Station, Yuma. 

"Lots of sharpshooters
there," Kim said. "If you are in
training, this is an easy game."

At the Tubs of Fun game a
rubber ball is tossed into a shal-
low plastic tub, yet the ball has
the action of Wham-O's Super
Ball, for those old enough to
remember. Similar to Kim, oper-
ator Roberto Jimenez was happy
to instruct. 

"If you hit the back of the
tub, never, never," he warned.
"It's better to get the ball just
over the front rim. The biggest
mistake is throwing too hard."

David Espinoza, visiting
from Mexicali, tried the basket-
ball toss along with his young-
sters. Aiming at a laminated bas-
ketball backboard perched over
a hoop with a closed net, patrons
take a shot from six feet at a rim
between knee- to waist-high.  A
shooter must sink three shots for
a prize. 

Marisa, David's eighth-grade
daughter, made several trips to

the line but could not quite man-
age three hoops in a row.

The game's carnie, who
decline to provide his name,
kept advising players.

"The secret is, toss the bas-
ketball so it rolls up the back of
the rim," he encouraged. "Put a
little top spin on when the ball
leaves your hand."  

Desiree Navarro, who did
not particularly look like an ath-
lete, used her toddler's carriage
to tote around her stuffed tro-
phies. She was at the Goblet
Toss that required a ball land on
a particular colored square to
win. 

"I think it's luck because
mostly I was playing against the
wind," she said. "It's just a
steady aim and be patient. But I
want to win one of the bigger
prizes."

Carmen Morales, from
Calexico, a carnie for three
years, ran the milk bottle toss,
stacked like a pyramid. Since the
opening they had winners each
day but on Sunday, March 3,
nobody had won the jumbo
prize- yet. 

"We had three (jumbos) yes-
terday and one Friday," said
Morales. "We're going to
Victorville next week and then
to Delmar. Hey, you guys … you
ready to win? One hit is all it
takes."

Winners.....from page one

Budget Shortfall......from page one

watering systems.  He notes he
doing this for three reasons: 1)
more production at less cost; 2)
to save on labor by turning to
automated watering systems; 3)
to save water. 

The Imperial Irrigation
District gives farmers a subsidy
payment if they're able to save
on water quotas.

Additionally, Ronnie recalls
that two years ago he installed a
sub-surface drip irrigation sys-
tem on one of his fields. It has
been used for decades in
California for tree and vine
crops and it's still relatively
new to the Imperial Valley and
especially new to use in grow-
ing alfalfa. 

He's also trying other sys-
tems as well, such as the lineal
move irrigation system, the tail-
water return system (for reusing
water), and the auto flood tech-
nology irrigation system.

All those ventures take time,
something Ronnie proudly
stresses he is not afraid to
invest. Asked how many hours a
week he works, he affirms, "I
work when I have to. If I need
to put in 100 hours a week, then
I'll put in 100 hours a week.
Then there are times when I

don't have to work at all. That's
when I rest. I just got back last
week from a ski trip to
Mammoth." 

Education, an awareness of
farming innovations, and hard
work are what has brought
Ronnie to where he is today. 

Ever ambitious, in 1998 he
graduated from the California
Agricultural Leadership
Foundation program. The two-
year foray covered global pro-
duction and agriculture and
took him from Mississippi -
covering regional and national
issues--and all the way to Africa
for international issues. A perk
to this last trip was being able to
meet South African leader
Nelson Mandela.

Today, Ronnie serves on the
state board of directors for the
Farm Bureau as he has for 25
years. He has also served on the
California Regional Health &
Safety Farm Bureau, and on the
IIID Water Conservation Board.
Somehow, he always finds the
time, but this interview is over
and it's off to that meeting in El
Centro.

Marcia R. Jennings is a member
of the Holtville Woman's Club.

Leimgruber.....from page two

Border Patrol Agent
Assaulted in Calexico

A U.S. Border Patrol agent
assigned to the Calexico Border
Patrol station was assaulted while
patrolling near the border fence
on Monday morning.
The incident occurred at approx-

imately 8:16 a.m., near the inter-
section of 1st. Street and
Heffernan Avenue, when a man
later identified as Josue Gomez-
Reyes approached a Border
Patrol agent inside her assigned,
fully marked patrol vehicle. 

Gomez launched an object
which struck the driver side win-
dow of the patrol vehicle. The
object, a partial lawnmower
blade, broke the window and
struck the agent on her arm.  The
blade and shattered glass caused
injuries to the agent's arm and
face.

The injured agent immediately
gave chase to the attacker who
absconded northwest towards
1st. Street. Other agents respond-
ed and apprehended the attacker.

"It is unacceptable for our
Border Patrol agents to come
under such a violent attack, but I
am extremely proud of the quick
determination of our agent to
give chase and arrest her attack-
er," said Chief Patrol Agent
Gloria I. Chavez. "Our agent was
ambushed while faithfully carry-

ing out her sworn duties as a law
enforcement officer by a gang
member with a lengthy criminal
history here in the United States.
Anytime a person chooses to
attack a Border Patrol agent, they
will know that they are going up
against a highly trained profes-
sional and that once arrested they
will be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law."

Gomez, a 33-year-old Mexican
national illegally present in the
United States, was placed under
arrest and was turned over to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
for further investigation.

Gomez has an extensive immi-
gration and criminal record in the
United States. Gomez' gang affil-
iations are still under investiga-
tion. 

Tandem Vehicle
Smuggling Attempt
Stopped by Border

Patrol 

El Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents arrested two suspected
smugglers who illegally brought
14 undocumented immigrants
into the country in a tandem
vehicle incursion last Friday
morning.
The arrest occurred at approxi-

mately 7:15 a.m., after agents
observed two vehicles, a Sport

Utility Vehicle (SUV) and a pick-
up truck, drive through the inter-
national border around 14 miles
west of the Calexico Port of
Entry.

Agents observed the vehicles
travel north bound across the
desert until the vehicles headed
east bound on Highway 98.
Agents responded and conducted
vehicle stops on the highway.
Agents determined that the driv-

er of the SUV, a 31-year-old
Mexican national, had eight
Mexican national passengers,
who had no legal authority to be
in the country.  The driver of the
pick-up truck, a 23-year-old
Mexican national, had six
Mexican national passengers.
Agents took all 16 people into
custody. 

"Vehicle incursions into the
United States are unacceptable
and will be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law," said
Chief Patrol Agent Gloria I.
Chavez. "The unknown threats of
not knowing who or what is
being brought into this country
via vehicle without inspection is
intolerable. I commend our
Border Patrol agents for thwart-
ing this smuggling attempt."
Border Patrol agents transported

the Mexican nationals to the
Calexico Border Patrol Station
for further investigation and pro-
cessing.  Agents seized both vehi-
cles.
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DESIREE NAVARRO SHOWS off the prizes she won at the
midway games at the California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in
Imperial on March 3. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

EMMANUEL AGUIRRE (LEFT) tries his skills in a goblet
toss game at the California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in
Imperial on March 3. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta 

Midway Carnival
Games
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Finley Students Enjoy Lunch, Reading With Parents

LUNCH ON THE LAWN saw a big turnout of parents at Finley Elementary School last Thursday.
Parents were encouraged to have lunch with their children while reading to them.

STUDENTS AND PARENTS read during the February 28
lunchtime event at Finley. It also helped kick bring attention to
the Read Across America activities that are taking place this
week.   MINERVA GUZMAN PHOTOS
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Ambulance Firm Gets 60-Day Emergency Contract
BY RICHARD

MONTENEGRO BROWN

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors approved an
emergency 60-day contract for
interim ambulance services with
a new provider in the wake of
financial and service problems
with the county's previous
provider, Gold Cross.

The board approved the
agreement with American
Medical Response Ambulance
Services Inc. in a 5-0 vote on
Feb. 26. It was retroactive to
Feb. 20 and includes $65,000 for
the cost of a rapid transition. The
board has oversight on ambu-
lance services in the county's
unincorporated areas. 

"Thank you, AMR, for step-
ping up to the plate and making
our county safe," District 5
Supervisor Ray Castillo said
during the meeting.

"We are pleased with the
swift action" AMR has taken to
enact services in Imperial
County, District 3 Supervisor
Michael Kelley added.  

"Thank you for being active
participants," board Chairman
and District 4 Supervisor Ryan
Kelley said. "This is not some-
thing we had on our horizon."

The agreement with is sched-
uled to have two phases, said
Chris Herring, county
Emergency Medical Services
Agency manager. The first will
stabilize the emergency medical
services system in Imperial
County to ensure immediate and
continuous ambulance services,
he said.

Following the initial 60 days
a second agreement with AMR
"would last  12-18 months,
which will allow the County
adequate time to develop and
conduct a competitive process to
select a long-term ambulance
service provider," Herring
added.

In a press release issued Feb.
9, county officials announced
they had been given notice from
Schaefer Ambulance Service,
operating as Gold Cross
Ambulance locally, the company
intended to end its service con-
tract with the county effective

July 14, 2020, a little over two
years earlier than the county
contract had stated.

County officials also report-
ed that earlier on Feb. 9 an
anonymous email had been sent
to the county alleging a number
of financial and staffing prob-
lems Schaefer Ambulance
Service was having, including
the downgrading of emergency
services that were occurring in
the county.

Gold Cross and county offi-
cials in a Feb. 13 press release
stated Gold Cross would contin-
ue to provide services to the
county through the transition
with AMR. 

Gold Cross ceased service
for the county as of 7 a.m. Feb.
20 after the county went ahead
and terminated the contract. The
county let Gold Cross know this
Feb. 12 and it became effective
Feb. 20.

During the Feb. 26 meeting
AMR officials were present and
expressed their happiness to
serve Imperial County residents.

AMR Regional Director for
San Diego and Imperial County

Mike Murphy said it was a
"good feeling" to be able to step
in.

"The community support has
been overwhelming," Murphy
said. "We will make sure we
have a complete and smooth
operation in Imperial County."

The board meeting agenda
initially called for the 60-day
agreement to be approved with
no cost to the county general
fund, but county Chief
Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. asked that an
amended agenda item include
the $65,000 cost for the rapid
transition of services.

The county board approved
agreements with AMR that

would allow the company time
to "stabilize the staffing, deploy-
ment, and support structures
established during the seven-day
implementation" of AMR's serv-
ices in Imperial County, accord-
ing to backup information in the
board meeting agenda.

Founded in 1992, AMR pro-
vides medical transportation
services in 40 states and the
District of Columbia. In March
2018, AMR joined forces with
Air Medical Group Holdings to
form Global Medical Response,
the largest medical transporta-
tion company in the world,
according to information of
AMR's website, amr.net.
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DATE    OPPONENT LOCATION                 TIME
March 7  Brawley    Brawley (HHS is Host team)      4 pm
March 9  Desert Classic Relays  Central                    9 am
March 14  Southwest  Southwest (HHS is Host team) 4 pm
March 21 Calexico        Calexico                              4 pm
March 22/23 SD State Aztec Invitational SDSU         TBD
March 28  Central        Central                                 4 pm
April 4   BYE
April 11  Palo Verde    Palo Verde                             4 pm
April 30  IVL Prelims  Palo Verde                             TBD
May 2     IVL Finals    Southwest                              TBD
May 11   CIF Prelims  TBD                                      TBD
May 18   CIF Finals    TBD                                      TBD
May 24   CIF STATE  TBD                                      TBD
May 25   CIF STATE  TBD                                      TBD

HHS Track & Field
DATE      OPPONENT LOCATION  TIME
March 18  Calexico                 Home             4 pm
March 20  Southwest               Away              4pm
March 25  Central                    Home             4 pm
March 27  Vincent Memorial    Home             4 pm
April 1      Brawley                  Home             4 pm
April 3      Calexico                 Away              4 pm
April 8      Southwest               Home             4 pm
April 10    Central                    Away             4 pm
April 15    Vincent Memorial    Home             4 pm
April 17    Brawley                  Away              4 pm
April 30    IVL Prelims            TBD                TBD
May 2       IVL Finals               TBD               TBD

HHS Tennis

DATE       OPPONENT LOCATION    TIME
March 7     Imperial           HHS/CHS         3:15 pm
March 14   Central             HHS/CHS         3:15 pm
March 19   Southwest         Southwest         4 pm
March 21   BYE
March 28   Palo Verde        Blythe               4 pm
April 4       Brawley           Brawley             3:15 pm
April 11     Calexico           HHS/CHS          4 pm
April 17     IVL Finals        Brawley             TBD
May 2        CIF Prelims      Granite Hills       TBD
May 4        CIF Finals        Granite Hills       TBD
May 10      CIF STATE       TBD                  TBD
May 11      CIF STATE       TBD                  TBD

HHS Swimming

Imperial Irrigation ...............................................................from page one

consists of a board of direc-
tors with a majority of seats rep-
resenting the County of
Riverside."   

So far, the IID Board of
Directors has passed a resolution
fiercely opposing and condemn-
ing the bill Its legal team has sent
a lengthy letter detailing the his-
tory of contractual agreements
between the district and
Coachella Valley entities, such as
the Coachella Valley Water
District, the legislation could
affect. 

The board passed its resolu-
tion 5-0 on March 1 during a spe-
cial meeting convened to discuss
the legislation.

On March 5, at the urging of
the IID, the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors also came
out unanimously in opposition to
the bill.

Meanwhile, IID officials got
the chance to make their case
against the bill in person. Board
President Erik Ortega, General
Manager Henry Martinez, district
government affairs and commu-
nications officer Antonio Ortega,
and IID's lobbyist in Sacramento
traveled to Mayes' Capitol office
in Sacramento for the March 4
meeting.

"This issue is a critical one
that will impact all of IID's

ratepayers so it merits a more
thorough discussion, not just with
IID, but with other key stake-
holders," Erik Ortega reported in
a prepared statement from IID
issued March 5.

Antonio Ortega, in a tele-
phone interview on March 6,
revealed a bit more about the
meeting.

"The purpose of the meeting
was to open that line of commu-
nication for the first time, and
have that conversation with the
assembly member about the leg-
islation. For the first time we
heard from him and he heard
from us," Antonio Ortega said.

Ortega confirmed Mayes is
the one who invited the contin-
gent from IID to meet. Mayes
and his staff also had the oppor-
tunity to review the letter sent to
them from IID's legal counsel,
Frank Oswalt, Ortega said.

"We expressed to (Mayes)
our major concerns with the leg-
islation and provided some con-
text with who we are and the
ratepayers we represent," Ortega
added.

Mayes' press officer was con-
tacted for comment from Mayes
on his motivation or goals for ini-
tiating the legislation, but did not
immediately respond.

IID has set a special closed

session meeting for the evening
of March 6, Ortega said, where
he'll brief the board of directors
about the March 4 meeting with
Mayes.

Ortega said the gist of
Oswalt's letter to Mayes was to
reiterate the legal and contractual
agreements between IID and the
Coachella Valley Water District
that his bill would threaten.
Ortega stressed that chief among
those issues is a 1934 agreement
between IID and the Coachella
district that granted IID the abili-
ty to service 80 percent of the
Coachella's service area with
electricity. The agreement, which
was enacted by federal law, also
outlays that IID pays the
Coachella district eight percent
of its net energy proceeds.

Of particular concern to IID
and its board is the control the
bill could give Riverside County
over the Imperial Valley's water
rights.

IID has more senior rights to
Colorado River water than the
Coachella district and while the
IID board oversees water distri-
bution for most of Imperial
County, the Coachella district
does so for its portion of
Riverside County.

IID has the state's largest and
among the longest-held draw on

the Colorado River.
During IID's March 1 meet-

ing district officials and members
of the public expressed their con-
cern over the bill.

"This is an attempt to give
away the water rights. … It gives
control of the IID board to
Riverside County … We cannot
accept that. The board won't
except that," Oswalt said. "It's
akin to taking of property without
due process of law."

Antonio Ortega said, "We are
requesting that anyone who has
an opinion about this … that we
send a strong clear message to
Sacramento and Assembly
Member Mayes."

IID Division 2 Director
Bruce Kuhn, in particular, noted
he was taken aback by the bill.

"This is one of the most seri-
ous things I've ever seen come
down the pike," Kuhn said. 

Kuhn added there are serious
legal ramifications in broaching
these issues, including "the Law
of the River" and Supreme Court
decisions.

"It may be easier to try to get
the bill through, but the legal
ramification would be pretty stiff.
There are way too many impacts
and entities (impacted) in the
event this goes forward," Kuhn
said.

"This bill has got to be
squashed. We're on top of it, and
we're moving with it," said IID
Division 3 Director James Hanks.
"This can't go forward. For a bill
to come forward like this, it
shows you the political zeal of a
politician."

"This bill will fail because of
the black letter law" behind exist-
ing contractual agreement
between IID and the Coachella
district, IID Division 1 Director
Alex Cardenas said. "It will fail.
… We will prevail."

Tom Brundy, president of the
Imperial County Farm Bureau,
said, "We stand united with you,
IID, in squashing this bill. …
Whatever we need to do as a
group to support this, let me
know."

Kay Pricola, executive direc-
tor of the Imperial Valley
Vegetable Growers Association
and the Imperial County
Coalition of Labor, Agriculture
and Business, said her respective
boards would be happy to join in
the opposition and consider tak-
ing out billboards saying so.

To date, Mayes' bill has not
been given a date to be heard in
any legislative committee. 

Holtville High School Sports



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-142
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Clx Tires, Inc.
220 McKenley St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Clx Tires, Inc.

220 McKenley St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by:  A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above
on: November 25, 2018.
I, Abelardo Perez Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.

Signature: Abelardo Perez,
Secretary
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 15,
2019.

NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 14, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5775     
Publish:  Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:
ECU000701
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner (name):
Lucerito Avila filed a petition
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Robert Alexander Castellanos

Avila
Proposed name:
Robert Alexander Avila

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this mat-
ter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition
for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting
to the name changes described

above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date:  February 19, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  09
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this coun-
ty (specify newspaper): Calexico
Chronicle/ Imperial Valley

Weekly
Date:  December 18, 2018
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: December 19, 2018
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By T. Gallegos, Deputy
Legal 5763 
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF

CALIFORNIA
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
In re
BETTE G. SIMPSON  TRUST
created u/d/t dated June 28,
2002. as amended on April 21,
2010 and on July 5, 2012. by
BETTE G. SIMPSON,
Decedent,
Case No.: EPR000427
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF
BETTE G. SIMPSON
[PROBATE CODE SECTION
19003, 19004 and 19040]
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to the creditors and contingent
creditors of the above-named
decedent that all persons having
claims against the decedent are
required to file them with the
Imperial County Superior Court,
at 939 West Main Street, El
Centro, California 92243, and
mailed a copy to Tipp Simpson,
as Successor Trustee of the
BETTE G. SIMPSON TRUST
created U/D/T dated June 28,
2002, as amended on April 21,
2010 and on July 5, 2012, where-
in in the  decedent was the
Settlor, at: Tipp Simpson,
Successor Trustee of the

BETTE G. SIMPSON TRUST
created U/D/T June 28, 2002

c/o Pinney Caldwell & Pace
Attorneys at Law

444 South 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243

Telephone: (760) 352-7800
The original claim must be filed
with the Imperial County
Superior Court within the later of
four (4) months after the date of
the first publication of this notice
to creditors or, if notice is mailed
or personally delivered to the
creditor, sixty (60) days after the
date this notice is mailed or per-
sonally delivered to you. A claim
form may be obtained from the
court clerk. For your protection,
you are encouraged to file your
claim by certified mail, with
return receipt requested.
Dated: February 20, 2019
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
Patrick M. Pace
Attorney for Trustee Tipp
Simpson
Endorsed: February 20, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Marie Rhinehart, Deputy
By Dianne Carrido
Legal 6168
Publish: Feb. 21, 28,  March 7,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-031
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Sun City Landscaping
100 East 4th Street, Suite B
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ramon A Baltazar
2325 Nixon Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by:
An Individual

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)listed above
on: January 10, 2019
I, Ramon Baltazar Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Ramon Baltazar
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County

Clerk-Recorder on: January 15,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: January 14, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo Deputy
Legal 5765       
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-134
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Casa de Cambio El Centenario,
Inc.
845 Imperial Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231

County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Casa de Cambio El Centenario,
Inc.
845 Imperial Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the FIctitious
Business Name(s)  listed above
on: April 22, 2018.
I, Wong Wai Ying Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Wai Ying Wong,
President
The filing of this statement does

not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 13,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement

expires on: February 12, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5768
Publish: Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

AUCTION
Auction for a 1982 Skyline trailer with a starting price of
$60,000.00 Auction to be held on March 14th, 2019,
from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
Purchasing Party will have two weeks to remove the
trailer from the property. Location of Auction shall be at
654 W. Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Location of
the 1982 Skyline trailer is 5 E. Cruickshank Road, El
Centro, California.

Legal 5772 Publish: March 7, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:
ECU000767
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Francisco
Navarro Rios filed a petition
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Francisco Navarro Rios
Proposed name:
Francisco Espinoza

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any per-
son objecting to the name
changes described above must

file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a
hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 15, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at

least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the
date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper
of general circulation, printed
in this county (specify newspa-
per):  Holtville Tribune 
Date:  February 14, 2019
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: February 14, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By D. Garrido, Deputy
Legal 8836 
Publish: Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-159
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
H and P Mining, Prospecting
2906 Annapolis Avenue
Salton City, CA 92275
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
2906 Annapolis Avenue
Thermal, CA 92274
Full Name of Registrant:
Larry Gordon Hamilton
2906 Annapolis Avenue
Thermal, CA 92274
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Larry Gordon Hamilton
Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Larry Gordon
Hamilton
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 25,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 24, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong,  Deputy
Legal  5774    
Publish:  Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8835 Publish: March 7, 2019

Need to publish your
legal notices,
please call us.
Over 50 years 
experience in

publication of legal
notices!!

760-356-2995



NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S
SALE Trustee Sale No. :
00000007873359 Title Order
No.: TSG1809-CA-3457689
FHA/VA/PMI No.: ATTENTION
RECORDER: THE FOLLOW-
ING REFERENCE TO AN
ATTACHED SUMMARY
APPLIES ONLY TO COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR, NOT TO THIS
RECORDED ORIGINAL
NOTICE. NOTE: THERE IS A
SUMMARY OF THE INFOR-
MATION IN THIS DOCU-
MENT ATTACHED. (The above
statement is made pursuant to CA
Civil Code Section 2923.3(c)(1).
The summary will be provided to
Trustor(s) and/or vested owner(s)
only, pursuant to CA Civil Code
Section 2923.3(c)(2).) YOU ARE
IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST, DATED 08/04/2005.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. BARRETT DAFFIN
FRAPPIER TREDER and
WEISS, LLP, as duly appointed
Trustee under and pursuant to
Deed of Trust Recorded on
08/10/2005 as Instrument No.
2005-031521 of official records
in the office of the County
Recorder of IMPERIAL County,
State of CALIFORNIA. EXE-
CUTED BY: CARLOS GAL-
VAN AND SOCORRO GAL-
VAN, HUSBAND AND WIFE,
AS JOINT TENANTS, WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION
TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT
or other form of payment author-

ized by California Civil Code
2924h(b), (payable at time of sale
in lawful money of the United
States). DATE OF SALE:
03/26/2019 TIME OF SALE:
2:00 PM PLACE OF SALE: AT
THE NORTH ENTRANCE TO
THE COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 939 MAIN STREET,
EL CENTRO, CA 92243.
STREET ADDRESS and other
common designation, if any, of
the real property described above
is purported to be: 15 D.R. KIN-
CAID, CALEXICO, CALIFOR-
NIA 92231 APN#: 058-141-008-
000 The undersigned Trustee dis-
claims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address and
other common designation, if
any, shown herein. Said sale will
be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provided
in said note(s), advances, under
the terms of said Deed of Trust,
fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created
by said Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid balance of
the obligation secured by the
property to be sold and reason-
able estimated costs, expenses
and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice
of Sale is $88,168.70. The bene-
ficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and deliv-
ered to the undersigned a written
Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election to
Sell. The undersigned caused
said Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in
the county where the real proper-
ty is located. NOTICE TO

POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you
are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not
on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction
does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the

property. NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may
be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that
information about trustee sale
postponements be made available
to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call
714-730-2727 for information
regarding the trustee's sale or
visit this Internet Web site
www.servicelinkASAP.com for
information regarding the sale of
this property, using the file num-
ber assigned to this case
00000007873359. Information
about postponements that are
very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the sched-
uled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web

site. The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale. FOR
TRUSTEE SALE INFORMA-
TION PLEASE CALL:
AGENCY SALES and POST-
ING 714-730-2727
www.servicel inkASAP.com
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP as
Trustee 20955 Pathfinder Road,
Suite 300 Diamond Bar, CA
91765 (866) 795-1852 Dated:
02/07/2019 BARRETT DAFFIN
FRAPPIER TREDER and
WEISS, LLP IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE. A-
4684468 02/21/2019,
02/28/2019, 03/07/2019
Legal 5769
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PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-115
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Abacus Press
2420 Verde School Road
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 95
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrants:
Gilbert David Garcia
2420 Verde School Road
Holtville, CA 92250
Monica Jean Sharp
2420 Verde School Road
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Married Couple
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: February 6, 2019.

I, Gilbert D. Garcia Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Gilbert David Garcia
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 6,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 5, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8833 
Publish: Feb 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-053
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Culinary Depot
237 Rockwood Ste.100
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Alyssa Garcia
Alvaro Obregon 1699
Mexicali, MX 21100
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:Alyssa Garcia, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 18,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 17, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5758   
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-121
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
MCL Logistics
2310 M L King
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Isaac Anguiano
175 E. St. Apt. 23
Chula Vista, CA 91910
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I, Isaac Anguiano Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Isaac Anguiano
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of

the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 07,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: February 06, 2024. A
new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5755 
Publish: Feb. 14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-085
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Truleaf Distributors
2420 Portico Blvd., Ste. A
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrants:
AMG Dynamic Enterprises Inc.
2420 Portico Blvd., Ste. A
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I, Alejandro M. Gomez Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Alejandro M. Gomez,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 28,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 27, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Joanna Lerno, Deputy
Legal 5756          
Publish:  Feb.  14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-089
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Conquer Technologies
Corporation
1732 W. Olive Ave. #D
El Centro, CA 92243

County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Conquer Technologies
Corporation
1732 W. Olive Ave. #D
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s)  listed above
on: January 1, 2019.
I, Paul Magana,  Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Paul Magana, CEO
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 30,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 29, 2024. A new

statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6162         
Publish:  Feb.  14, 21, 28, Mar. 7,
2019.
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Currently serving as the
Adjutant for Bradley/Keffer Post
#138, Andrew J. Lowenthal was
presented with the Boy Scouts of
America Silver Beaver Award on
January 16th at the San
Diego/Imperial Council Awards
dinner held in Poway.

Lowenthal is the Past
Commander of The American
Legion Bradley/Keffer Post
#138 located in Holtville. Mr.
Lowenthal served in the United
States Army and California
Army National Guard, and has
been an American Legionarie

with Holtville Post #138 for 23
years. 

The award is designed to rec-
ognize long time registered
Scouters of exceptional charac-
ter who have provided distin-
guished service within a council.
The award is presented by the
National Court of Honor on
behalf of councils.

Mr. Lowenthal also serves as
the District Commissioner for
the Desert Trails District, San
Diego/Imperial Council,
Scouting BSA.

Lowenthal, American
Legion Post Presented
With Scouting Award

ANDREW LOWENTHAL accepts the Boy Scouts of America
Silver Beaver Award at an awards ceremony in Poway on
January 16.   COURTESY PHOTO
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