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Holtville Council
Proceeds on Next
Increment of
Road Rehab

County
Prosecutors
Strike, Efforts to
Stop Them Fail

With Rhythm Lendal Macon's Life of Music Enriches Holtville Youth

Fair's Large Livestock Auction
Exerts Strong Animal Magnetism

GIANNA IRUNGARAY, a member of Verde 4-H, with her Angus crossbreed steer, "Tank," pre-
pares her steer for the large animal auction at the California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta, in Imperial
on March 9.     WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Hours before the production
steers were to be auctioned in the
beef arena at the Imperial Valley
Expo in Imperial on March 9,
Gianna Irungaray was already
outside the steer barn grooming
her Angus cross breed. Such
attention is typical of the dedica-

tion student exhibitors show the
animals they raise. 

An eighth-grader enrolled in
independent learning and a
member of the Verde 4H, Gianna
was diligently drying "Tank," a
1,427-pound steer, with a vacu-
um hose. Tank is a 4H Reserve
Grand Champion Gianna hoped
would bring in more than $4.20 a
pound so she could turn a profit

and get another steer for next
year.

"I like being outside with
him and washing him every day,"
she said. "But he gets spooked
easily. People walking behind
him gets him worried."

Continued on page 8

ALIETH SANTANA (center), Holtville High School FFA mem-
ber, with her rabbit "Tachito," getting ready for the small animal 
auction at the California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial
on March 8.  COURTESY OF IRAN DE LOS SANTOS 

Fair Small
Animal
Auction Wins
Over Large
Audience

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Carefully reviewing the lot
roster of auction animals Misty
Stacy was making bids on behalf
of two students, Alex and Isabella
Kaufman, her daughters' Emily
and Katy's best friends at Pine
School in Holtville. 

"People from the community
will support a child no matter
what," said Stacy. "Somebody
who puts together a buyer for a
kid maybe does not have a lot to
offer. But they do the work so the 

Continued on page 4

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Perhaps more than anything
what music educator Lendal
Macon instills among his stu-
dents is a legacy of esteem by
christening them with a group
name of which they can be proud.

"My parents always taught
me if you're going to do anything
to do it well," Macon recalled in
an interview in the band room of
Holtville Middle School where
he has been band director for the
past decade. 

"Music had been in my blood
starting with Uncle Dave Macon,
also known as The Dixey Dew
Drop, the first star of the Grand

Ole Opry, and proud to say he is
my second cousin, twice
removed," he added.

After graduating from San
Diego State University, Imperial
Valley Campus, in Calexico, he
had stints teaching music in
Heber and Imperial and then was
offered the job of band director of
Holtville High School.

"I said, wow, it would be neat
to teach where I graduated,"
recalled Macon. "It was a source
of pride to be teaching there.
Then our band won the
Sweepstakes; the only band in
southern California to ever win
the Perpetual Sweepstakes
Trophy three consecutive years
and five out of my first six years

at HHS. So, we then went on as
the 'Viking Band of Pride.'"   

The name stuck and so did
Macon for 33 years as Viking
band director before taking a
well-deserved, albeit brief, retire-
ment. 

"Before I even I got off the
football field they told me they
needed a band director at the
middle school, so it was a short
retirement," he remembered.
"But it's been 10 years already
and I've named this band the
Warrior Pride Band."

Yet another name and one
perhaps appropriate since many
of his students are at an age 

Continued on page 4

LENDAL MACON, HOLTVILLE Middle School band director,
shows off his percussion skills in the school band room on March
11. Macon said all he does is to inspire students with a love of
music.              WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Work has wrapped up on pri-
ority pavement improvement
projects in Holtville with the
completion of resealing Ash, Elm
and Oak avenues and Seventh
Street and the city council moved
on to appropriate funding for
Phase 2 of resealing projects.

"We're in good shape and
could possibly add on when the
estimates come in if bids are
lower than expected," City
Manager Nick Wells informed
the council at its March 11 meet-
ing.

Holtville operates 23.77
miles of roadways within its
incorporated boundaries and after
it updated its reassessment map
in 2015 the bulk of those streets
have received improvements by
contractor American Asphalt
South. 

In fall 2018 the city issued
$3.1 million in bonds against its
Local Transportation Authority
funds to cover Phase 1. There is
still $500,000 left. But Phase 2
requires $753,600 for design,
engineering and construction so
the city will need to tap $250,000
from LTA funds that are still
available, noted Wells. 

Along with crack sealing,
roads get a cover of asphalt-rub-
ber aggregate membrane. Streets
slated for repair include Pine,
Maple and Mesquite avenues
between Fifth and Sixth streets,
Chestnut Avenue between Fourth
and Fifth streets, Cedar Avenue
north of Ninth Street and Olive
Avenue south of Fifth Street. The
council voted 5-0 to approve the
proposal.

Meanwhile, in a procedural
vote, the council unanimously
approved a resolution to apply
for the surface transportation
block grant funds from U.S.
Department of Transportation for
improvements on Orchard
Avenue from the Alamo River
Bridge to Fourth Street at a cost
of $418,000.

Continued on page 8

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Following a failed mediation
and two foiled legal attempts to
stop prosecutors from striking,
Imperial County's deputy district
attorneys took to the streets in El
Centro on March 12 to picket
alleged low wages and large
workloads.

Holding up signs proclaim-
ing, "County Board of Supes
Doesn't Care About Crime" and
"Board Guilty of Unfair Labor
Practice," members of the
Imperial County Deputy District
Attorneys Association members
picketed. They were staked out
on Main Street in front of the
County Administration Center
and across the street in front of
the Imperial County Courthouse
starting around 8 a.m. 

Members intended to be out
again the morning of March 13,
association president Twyla
Johnson said.

"We have had a mass exodus
of experience from our office,"
Deputy D.A. Kevin Cayton told
the county board at its meeting
on the morning of the picketing.
"Gentlemen, this has to end. We
are bleeding attorneys in our
office … the blood is being lost
and the county has no hope to
replenish it."

The association is at an
impasse with the county after 18
months of failed contract negoti-
ations. Attorneys said they were
offered a 2.2-percent raise, not
enough to retain or recruit experi-
enced attorneys. That has led to
at least 12 attorneys having left
the District Attorney's office in
the last two years, resulting, they
said, in overwhelming caseloads
for those remaining.

"There's limits to what a per-
son can do. I've seen seven attor-
neys leave for higher-paying jobs
in the last year," Johnson told the
board. "Right now, we have 15
attorneys when we should have
21."

Continued on page 9
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Semana del 18 de marzo
iTrastorno: Como Nuestra Creciente Obsesión con los Dispositivos Electrónicos

nos está Afectando
(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2016)

Imagine que una persona va hacia el supermercado y se da cuenta que se le olvido su
teléfono móvil en su carro, esta persona se regresa por su teléfono. Los empleados están

constantemente revisando sus teléfonos móviles en medio de una junta. Nuestra cre-
ciente dependencia de los teléfonos móviles, tabletas, computadoras y otros dispositivos

electrónicos-se puede constituir como un nuevo trastorno que combina enfermedades
mentales y esta relacionado con la tecnología y a la medios de comunicación: un

iTrastorno. Acompáñenos mientras hablamos con Carlos Tapia, el explicara el incre-
mento de este nuevo trastorno y sus efectos.

Carlos Tapia
Trabajador Social Psiquiátrico con Licencia Estatal 

Unidad de Triaje de Salud Mental

Week of March 18th

NAMI-Working with Peers
The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) San Diego, has a
program that wants to help members of the community and their
families that may have or know someone with a mental health ill-
ness. This program is especially structure to bring family or peers

that has or know someone with a mental health illness. 

Suzette Southfox
Education Director
NAMI San Diego

Ingrid Alvarez Ron
Faith-Based Program Associate

NAMI San Diego

Mary Jane Kirchenbauer - Discovering Her Roots   
Part 2

BY MARCIA R. 
JENNINGS

In our first segment, we left
off when Mary Jane was in fourth
grade and the family had decided
to move to Stillwater, Okla. The
year was 1953. Her father, Jay
Russell, who was a postal work-
er, wanted to move because he
felt Stillwater could offer more to
his family. 

According to the Oklahoma
Historical Society, in the mid-
1950s Stillwater had a population
of 20,238 - qualifying it as a large
town, if not a city. In any event,
Mary Jane's father's mind was
made. An opportunity opened
when another postal employee
who was working in Stillwater
wanted to live in a smaller com-
munity  and so, with the agree-
ment of the postal service, the
two men simply made the
exchange. 

The Stillwater Public Library
offers a few Internet photos of
buildings standing during that
time: the Stillwater Santa Fe
Depot, Southwestern Bell
Telephone, and the historic
Stillwater Water Tower, to men-
tion just a few.

Whatever the town had to
offer, in those years it had a lim-
ited school system, as Mary
Jane's mother was to find out
once all her children started at-
tending. The children, each born
two years apart, were forced to
attend different schools, either
because of the age difference, or
simply because the school system
simply wasn't big enough. For
example, Mary Jane's eldest
brother at-tended high school;
one sister was in junior high;
another brother attended sixth
grade at a school that only
offered that grade; her twin
brother and sister went to
Westwood Grade School, while
Mary Jane attended Eugene Field
Elementary. It must have driven
their mother crazy. 

"We lived for two years on
Walnut Street in Stillwater and
then moved to a two-story coun-
try house with two ponds, all sit-
ting on 10 acres," May Jane says.
I can still remember the lavender
lilacs by the clothes line, and the
tiger lilies by the house. It was a
white clapboard house with a
storm cellar. Our neighbor had
lots of irises and I just loved to go
there." 

To present day, Mary Jane's
love of flowers hasn't dimin-
ished. When visiting her it isn't

uncommon to be given a tour of
her garden. I should also mention
here that she now lives on Walnut
Avenue in Holtville - another one
of those coincidences in her life. 

But it was while living on
Walnut Street in Stillwater that
Mary Jane and some of her sib-
lings had their "great" singing
adventure. 

"It all started when my broth-
er John wanted us to enter a
singing contest at the local radio
station" she remembers. "I was
shy, couldn't carry a tune, and
just didn't want to do it. The
twins could sing, so they were
willing to go. Finally, after dis-
cussing it back and forth for a
while, they convinced me to go
with them. I only went because
the prize was one week of all the
ice cream we could eat. What
nine year old could resist?" 

She continues the reminisc-
ing by adding, "The radio station
was at the edge of town, so our
parents drove us there. I remem-
ber the big radio tower and how
kind all the people working there

were. They went over the tune
and words with us, but we need-
ed to sing it a cappella. It was a
jingle about how much we loved
Midwest Ice Cream. They even
recorded it and later played it on
the radio - which made us feel
like minor celebrities. The best
part was that we won the contest.
Not because of our singing abili-
ties, but because no one else
bothered to show up to compete."

"For one week straight we
went every day to the ice cream
parlor and had as much ice cream
as we wanted. The deal extended
to our family. With six kids and
two parents, that was quite a bit
of ice cream to consume. It went
well until almost the end of the
week. By then we were sick and
tired of eating all that ice cream."  

By the time Mary Jane
became a teenager, the student
union at Oklahoma State in
Stillwater offered employment
opportunities. These were spo-
radic jobs, mostly banquets,
where serving and cleaning up
was required. Students were able

to work and get paid and weren't
even required to present a work
permit. The only requirement
was to wear a brown uniform.
Mary Jane served on the first
banquet when she was barely 14
years old. 

When she was 15, there was
to be a banquet for senators and
dignitaries to be held at the
union. It was a somber affair with
former President Harry Truman
as the guest of honor. Mary Jane
was thrilled she got the chance to
serve close to him, just so she
could discretely get a good look
at him. 

At 15, she was surprised that
he looked exactly like he looked
on television, but was impressed
because now she'd had the oppor-
tunity of seeing an important per-
son. After the meal, came the
piéce de résistance: the room
lights were dimmed, and in came
the girls again. This time they
came in carrying trays of baked

Continued on page 4

Woman’s Club of Holtville
March Schedule

All events are held at the Club House at Sixth &
Fern

March 18 - DeAnza District Conference TBA
March 26 - Executive Board Meeting 9:30 am
March 28 - Spaghetti Dinner 12:00 - 6:00 pm

American Legion Bingo & Dinner
Bingo and a bite to eat; Corned Beef and Cabbage,
includes veggies, roll, dessert, and soda or bottled
water. $10.00 plate. Dine-in or carry out, stay and
play if desired. Join us at The American Legion
Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, corner of 6th
and Cedar Ave. Thursday, March 14 between 5:00-
6:30 p.m. Proceeds benefit Veterans in Imperial
County.
Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, March 14. Doors
open at 5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m. Public
is welcome. Please join us and support our Veterans
and Active Duty Service Members! More info, call
619-807-8431.

Farmers Market & Street Fair
The City of Holtville will be holding its first
Famers Market and Street Fair on Thursday, March
28 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Holt Park.
Applications for food booths are due by March 12.
All others are due by March 25. Go to the city’s

website at www.holtville.ca.gov for applications
and more information.

Holtville Rotary Club Pulled Pork Cook-Off
The Holtville Rotary Club will be hosting its first-
ever Pulled Pork Cook-Off on Saturday, March 30
from 5 to 10 p.m. in Holt Park. The event is a
fundraiser for the organization so that it can contin-
ue to support the community. Entry fee is $250 and
includes the minimum amount of meat required per
team. More may be purchased for an additional
amount. Entry fee also includes county health per-
mit fee. Music by Sweet Rock. Contact Ross
Daniels at (760) 455-6988 for entry information.

Holtville Derby Days
April 13 at 5:30 p.m. at the Imperial Valley Swiss
Club at 1585 E. Worthington Road. Races start at
6:30 p.m. Proceeds benefit the Holtville site of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Imperial Valley. Call (760)
344-2040 for more information.

Halos & Tiaras Golf Tournament/Golf Ball Drop
April 20 at Barbara Worth Country Club. Enter a
team in the tournament or buy one of the numbered
gold golf balls that will be dropped from a helicop-
ter for a chance to win $10,000. Visit the Halos &
Tiaras Facebook page for full details.

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAR. 14: Serena McSweeney, Leisa Gutierrez, Lillian Grace Strahm,
Lester Bornt†, Bradyn Terrill, Timothy Ludwig, Linda Layton, Heather
Cradic.
MAR. 15: Sandy Schlotterback, Aslynn Rubin, Angulo, Allynee Rubin,
Benjie Angulo
MAR. 16: Braylon Williams, Albert Dickerson†,
MAR. 17: Erin Alvarez, Sammy Nelson, Emily Marie Wolfe, Austin
Alegranza, Dave Swiger, Ralph Samaha†
MAR. 18: Bonny Iten, Dale Phillips, James Paul Birger III, Jennie Hoff.
MAR. 19: David “DJ” Young, Norberto Irungaray, Jeffrey Martin, Olive
Maxeen Perez
MAR. 20: Lance Goodsell, Dustin Fusi, Ethan Vogel Curry, Emmy
Cradic†, Hilda Durrer†, Cammeron Cooper, Christine Strahm Bornt.

Anniversaries

MAR. 14 : Mr. & Mrs. Justin Brady, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Claybrook
MAR. 16: Mr. & Mrs. Stannaon Hoyt, Mr. & Mrs. Wally Leimgruber, 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Kennedy
MAR. 17: Mr. & Mrs. Logan Layton
MAR. 18 : Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Wilson, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Iten
MAR. 20: Mr. & Mrs. Justin Stacey



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 

An Imperial Irrigation
District director argued a bill by a
Yucca Valley assembly member
to move control of the IID board
to Riverside County is retaliation
for a lawsuit IID filed against the
Riverside County Board of
Supervisors in 2018.  

Meanwhile, both of Imperial
County's representatives on the
state Legislature have come out
strongly against the same bill,
which they stated threatens IID's
water rights to the Colorado
River.

Assembly Bill 854 was intro-
duced by Assembly Member
Chad Mayes (R-42nd) on Feb.
20. It would increase the number
of IID board members from five
to 11, with six additional direc-
tors --- the majority of the board -
-- being registered voters and res-
idents of Riverside County. 

Such a makeup of the board,
officials have said, would give
control over both water and
power issues to Riverside County
residents. 

IID has control over water in
much of Imperial County and
electric power for much of
Imperial County and the
Coachella Valley area of
Riverside County.

"If it isn't retaliatory, it cer-
tainly appears to be retaliatory,"
Director Bruce Kuhn told this

newspaper March 12. "If they
can't get control one way, it
appears they will try to get con-
trol another way."

Kuhn is part of the five-mem-
ber IID board that on March 12
voted to retain legal counsel and
other "experts" to advise the
board on energy matters and con-
tinued electrical service in the
Coachella Valley as it pertains to
AB 854.

Kuhn said of that decision:
"One never knows what could
happen up in the Legislature.
We're simply trying to figure out
the what-ifs. I think it's prudent
business to find out and be ready
for the unexpected."

So far, the IID board and the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors have come out with
strongly worded resolutions in
opposition to the bill. Also, vari-
ous city councils in Imperial
County have begun to weigh in
with their own resolutions in sup-
port of IID.

Imperial County's state repre-
sentatives have had their own
strong reactions to Mayes' legis-
lation, the most recent being Sen.
Ben Hueso (D-40th), who when
pressed for comment by this
newspaper issued a written state-
ment March 12.

Both Hueso and Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia issued
written statements but did not
make themselves available for
interviews with this newspaper.

"I do not support AB 854 in

its current form, as I believe it
threatens Imperial County's water
rights and would unfairly cede
power over the district's water
management," Hueso stated.
"This bill is the product of a
much more complex discussion
that is ongoing between
Riverside and Imperial counties.
It is a discussion that needs to be
resolved, but the proposed legis-
lation, as written, does not pres-
ent a reasonable and equitable
solutions."

In addition to Imperial
County, Hueso also represents
the border region of San Diego
County. While he does not repre-
sent the Coachella Valley, he is
chairman of the Senate Energy,
Utilities, and Communications
Committee and as such is con-
cerned about issues that affect
ratepayers throughout the state.

"In any discussions on this
issue, we must first and foremost
consider the impacts on ratepay-
ers. My priority is always to pro-
tect consumers, and ensure
affordable and reliable service to
the people of both Imperial and
Coachella Valleys," he added.

Garcia (D-56th), who repre-
sents both Imperial County and
the Coachella Valley area of
Riverside County, also issued a
statement.

"First and foremost, I will not
support any measure that is writ-
ten as a power grab against
Imperial County's water rights,
and I am prepared to fight tooth

and nail to protect those rights.
AB 854, as currently written,
falls short of addressing the full
complexity of the issues
involved," Garcia stated.

"I have expressed my very
serious concerns to Assembly
Member Mayes; outlining for
him why I cannot support the bill
as currently written. Affordability

of power for ratepayers is an
absolute priority for me, and I am
committed to ensuring that elec-
trical ratepayers remain at the
center of these policy conversa-
tions," Garcia continued.

Kuhn has seemingly been the
most awestruck by the proposed

Continued on page 8
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For the March 5  meeting at
the Woman's Club of Holtville,
we had two guests from the
Imperial Valley College Student
Equity Program. Our visitors
were Bianca Bisi, student equity
coordinator and homeless liaison;
and student Marisol Enriquez, a
beneficiary of the program and
employee at the IVC Kitchen.

Marisol was there to share
her story and to let us know that
without this program she would-
n't have been able to continue in
school. 

Based on household income,
the IVC Kitchen is a program --
assisted by CalFresh Food --
designed to help provide students
with the necessary nutrition to
keep from being hungry and be
effective in school. With a help-
ing hand, a surprising number of
students are able to maintain an
above average grade-point aver-
age and continue with their
schooling. 

The program also includes

the Farm Table Initiative. Thanks
to Keithly- Williams Seeds trans-
plant donations they have started
growing their own fresh vegeta-
bles. 

The program also seeks to
help in other ways, including pro-
viding bus tickets for qualifying
students. It also anticipates stu-
dents' educational needs by pro-
viding such items as laptops or
books. 

Club President Deborah
Thornburg has reposted on the
Woman's Club of Holtville
Facebook page a flyer from the
IVC Kitchen. It has a list a needs,
such as food items, hygiene
items, and school supply items.
Please refer to this list (posted on
March 3) and help the program
by donating any items you can.
By helping the program, you can
be pro-active in helping a student
stay in school.    

To contact the IVC Kitchen,
please call (760) 355-5736.

(L-R) IMPERIAL VALLEY COLLEGE student Marisol
Enriquez, Holtville Woman's Club Scholarship Chair Mary Jane
Kirchenbauer, and Bianca Bisi, student equity coordinator and
homeless liaison at IVC, attend the March 5 Woman’s Club meet-
ing.    Courtesy photo Marcia Jennings

IID Director Alleges Bill To Control Agency 'Retaliatory' 

Woman's Club Hears About
IVC Homeless Program 

Woman’s Club Adds Fun Activities To Meetings

MEMBERS OF THE Woman’s Club of Holtville model the hats they decorated and listen to
Julie Velasco explain on Wednesday how the decorations on her hat relate to the organization. 

Carol Hann photo 

Woman’s Club
of Holtville

219 East Sixth Street
Holtville, CA 92250

Thursday, March 28, 2019
Where: Clubhouse

Time: Noon to 6:00 p.m.
Cost: $10.00

Dessert Included
Drive-through or Eat-in

Lunch Time Delivery for Schools and Local Businesses
Call (760) 996-2781 to place your order.



kids are supported and they want to make
sure every kid gets what they deserve." 

Despite their small stature, Guinea pigs
need quite a bit of nurturing and those who
raise them say they seem to enjoy their care-
givers' attention.

Also known as a cavy, the breed was the
first featured in the small animal auction on
March 8 at the California Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta. Raquel Bernal of the El Centro FFA
raised an American Tan named "Sunny" and
won first place in the confirmation round
because judges like her coat and well-bal-
anced proportions.

"She stays calm on the judge's mat but is
very curious and likes to wander off," said
Raquel. "It's a good responsibility but you
have to learn to manage your time."

The small critters provide a good start-
ing point for students to learn accountability
by taking care of an animal, and many move
on to raising large animals for the fair com-
petition, such as hogs and steer.

Carmina Pendley, who said she previ-
ously raised chickens, prefers cavies and
bonded early with "Abraham," her cavy who
she admitted likes to assert his male domi-
nance and squeals when hungry. 

"Guinea pigs kind of like solitude but
can enjoy being in groups," said Carmina.
"They really like carrots, broccoli and let-
tuce. I'll also add pre-coked oatmeal." 

Eva Garcia of the McCabe 4H raised
"Honey," a mini satin rabbit that garnered a
$500 bid for her college fund. 

"I want to apply to U. C. Davis and study
aerospace engineering," she said. Following
her in the queue was Ashley Schernann of
the El Centro FFA, who said, "This is
'Daisy,' a 6-month-old French lop. She's
really cool and I'll probably raise a rabbit
again."

Handing the sales auctioneer Paul
Cooper explained it is his job to put the
buyer and seller together. Auctioneers, he
added, use their rapid staccato chant to move
the bidding along and let audiences know
what the next prices is.

"Good auctioneers are the reason people
attend auctions," he said. "It's an art, a lot of
fun to do and nobody's going to have more
fun the next two days than me."

Adolfo Flores also raised a goat, "Chief"
who he said was "kind of stubborn at first
yet easy to raise." 

He said he plans to use his sale proceeds
to get another goat, which he said is a bit like
having a dog: "He was really friendly and I
liked working with him." 

Meanwhile, Bruce Garcia of the
Calipatria 4H entered the arena with
"Thanos," his 4H Junior Grand Champion
feeder calf adorned in regal splendor with a
purple banner and floral garland. 

"When we first got him, he was head-
strong but as days passed he got a lot better,"
recalled Bruce. "I want to use the sale money
for college and study to be a scientific engi-
neer."

BY LUIS BURGOS

From students and faculty to
local and national artists, the

Juanita Salazar Lowe Gallery on
the Imperial Valley College cam-
pus strives to achieve an eclectic
display.

The current offerings are the

work of faculty, said Carol
Hagerty, gallery director and col-
lege chair of humanities. The
showing opened Feb. 28 and will
run through March 20. 

Hagerty said she has been
impressed with the student
response.

"We obviously were expect-
ing most of the faculty to be pres-
ent at the event. However, a lot of
the faculty members whose work
was being presented weren't able
to attend the opening due to vari-
ous circumstances," she said.
"However, unprompted, dozens
of students quickly filled up the
gallery on opening day, which
was a huge confidence boost for
us here at the gallery, since we do
everything for the students." 

Next up at the gallery will be
"Abstract Visions: Collective
Memories" March 28-April 17.
Much effort goes into attracting
talent for the showings, Hagerty
added.

"We've put out ads in the
California Arts Commission,
which is where we get a lot of our
entries from," she said. "For
example, our upcoming show
'Abstract Memories: Collecting
Memories', comes from Eloisa
Guanlao and Joy Cai. One of
them is from Hawaii and the

other from San Diego. They're
extremely talented artists who
were gracious enough to allow us
to display their art. We didn't plan
to, but we ended up basing the
whole show around them alone."

Closing off the semester, as is
tradition, the IVC Student Show
opens on May 9. 

"As much as we love the
works from all these artists, we're
really trying to stress the local
aspect and get to some more
artists within the valley. That is
why we're going to be advertising
the call on social media and other
strategies like that," Hagerty
added.

Ensuring there are an ade-
quate number of pieces for the
entire year's showings takes
much preparation and as such
Hagerty added she is already
seeking artists to participate dur-
ing the 2019-20 academic year.

Artists are invited to submit
applications to display artwork in
any medium for the fall 2019 and
spring 2020 semesters. The dead-
line to submit is  May 10. 

Artists are sought for group
exhibits. Individual artist propos-
als will be paired with appropri-
ate artwork by other artists to cre-
ate group shows. Applications
will be screened by the college's

gallery committee, which con-
sists of art faculty with represen-
tatives from the community.

The Gallery will provide
exhibit promotion, regular open
hours, and a public reception.
Shipping, travel, framing, insur-
ance, and other expenses are the
responsibility of the artist. As
part of a community college, pro-
gramming is dependent entirely
on donations so working funds
are limited.

Applicants should send letter
of interest, resume with contact
information, artist statement, CD
with 15-20 .jpeg images and .pdf
list of images. Include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope for
return of materials, if desired. 

The application may be com-
pleted online at www.imperial.
edu/about/art-gallery/ or there is
a .pdf file which may be down-
loaded and mailed at www.impe-
rial.edu/about/art-gallery/submit-
your-artwork/

Applicants are encouraged to
read the Guideline for
Exhibitions listed on the web-
page with the application. For
more information, contact Carol
Hegarty, gallery director at (760)
355-6198.

Holtville Tribune Thursday, March 14, 2019 PAGE 4

NEVER
MISS AN
ISSUE!!

Subscribe to
your commu-

nity 
newspaper

today!

Give Us A
Call,  (760)
356-2995

where they must battle to master an
instrument. Macon focuses on the begin-
ning band, mostly fifth graders, but also
teaches upperclassmen who want to learn
an instrument. 

He noted studies show those who learn
an instrument do better at math and read-
ing, as well as having higher SAT scores.

"Colleges want well-rounded people,
not just book learners," he stressed. "They
want people who are sociable and able to
get along."

Besides teaching, Macon was principal
percussionist for the first 18 years of the
Imperial Valley Chamber Orchestra and
then in the Imperial Valley Symphony. 

"It's what I do and enjoy it thoroughly,"
he said. "When I finally do retire, I'll get
together with friends on weekends to play
music."

Perhaps one of his biggest thrills was
playing music for a presidential audience.
Competing with bands from across the
U.S. in December of 1985 at the Holiday
Bowl in San Diego, Holtville took first
place. The following month Macon and the
band were invited to play "Hail to the
Chief" at President Ronald Reagan's visit
to the Naval Air Facility El Centro.

"That's an honor I'll never, ever, forget,
nor my students," he said. "And not long
after, two students were invited to march
with the New Year's Day celebration band

in Paris."
In 2007, Macon was inducted into the

Green and Gold Hall of Fame at Holtville
High. It recognizes members of the com-
munity who have dedicated much effort to
the high school, teachers who distin-
guished themselves or students who have
excelled later in life.

"That was such a thrill," he said. "And
in 2009 HHS renamed the band room the
Lendal E. Macon Music and Arts Center.
That was a shock. They had to mop the
floors for my tears I was so emotional."

He was also honored with a scholar-
ship dedicated to his name. Yet some of
those grants get left on the table and
Macon urges all band members to apply
since, he explained, the worse they can say
is no, but maybe it will be yes.

Summing up his career, Macon said,
"My goal was to teach students how to
play music and read music but, in the
process, to have fun and preserve memo-
ries."

He added, "As for the middle school,
we won nine out of 10 first places in the
Carrot Festival. Some say, it's because
we're from Holtville. But they march and
play really well. And our Tall Flag Corps
add a lot of showmanship. They earned it.
And I want to let the middle school stu-
dents know, I'm just as proud of them as
the high school."

IVC Puts Out the Call for Talented Artists

Kirchenbauer.................from page two

Alaska with sparklers on top. Besides
being a fun experience, because many of
her friends worked there, it was an event
that remains engrained in her memory.  

It was in June of 1962 that Mary Jane
graduated from Stillwater High School and
went on to Oklahoma State as a business
major. It was in there, in the student union

that she was to meet her future husband,
John Kirchenbauer.

The final segment Mary Jane
Kirchenbauer's story will appear in next
week's Holtville Tribune.   

Marcia R. Jennings is a member of the
Holtville Woman's Club.

THE WORKS OF Imperial Valley College faculty on display at
the Juanita Salazar Lowe Gallery on campus.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTOS

Macon................................from page one

Small Animals........................from page one



Convicted Aggravated
Felon Arrested By El
Centro Sector Border

Patrol 

El Centro Sector Border
Patrol agents from the Calexico
Station arrested a convicted
aggravated felon last Friday
morning.

The incident occurred at
approximately 5:18 a.m., when
agents arrested a man who ille-
gally crossed into the United
States, about 3.5-miles east of the
Calexico West Port of Entry.
Agents transported the man to the

El Centro station for further pro-
cessing.  

Border Patrol agents used the
man's fingerprints to positively
identify him.  A search of law
enforcement databases revealed
that the man is Rutilo Velasquez-
Lupercio, an aggravated felon.
Velasquez was convicted for
involuntary manslaughter in
1996 and was sentenced to a
four-year prison sentence.
Velasquez was also convicted for
possession of a controlled sub-
stance in 2001 and was sentenced
to five years in prison. 

Velasquez, a 53-year-old
Mexican national, is being held

in federal custody pending prose-
cution for Re-Entry after
Removal.

Border Patrol Agents
Arrest 18th Street Gang

Member
U.S. Border Patrol agents

assigned to the El Centro Sector
arrested an "18th Street" gang
member near Calexico last
Saturday morning.

At approximately 9:01 p.m.,
Border Patrol agents encountered
a man that they suspected had
entered the United States illegal-
ly approximately one-half-miles
east of the Calexico West Port of

Entry. 
Agents arrested the man and

transported him to the El Centro
Station for processing. 

"Our agents continue to arrest
gang members and prevent them
from re-entering our communi-
ties after being previously
deported. I am grateful for the
work our Border Patrol agents do
every day to keep our communi-
ties safe," said Assistant Chief
Patrol Agent David Kim

Agents determined that the
man is a self- admitted 18th
Street gang member.

The man has a prior removal
from the United States and was
found to have a conviction for
inflicting corporal injury on a
spouse/cohabitant.

The man, a 32-year-old
Honduran national, is in federal
custody pending prosecution for
federal crimes.

All arrested individuals are
presumed innocent pending

the outcome of legal proceed-
ings.
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SATURDAY,
MARCH 2

BLOCKED ACCESS: At
12:41 p.m. a resident flagged
down a deputy and told him that
there were several locations
around town where vehicles
were blocking alleys.
DEAD BATTERY?: At 6:24
p.m. a caller reported that a
child’s Power Wheels batter-
powered car was broken down
out in the street at Ninth and
Beale. A deputy checked on the
miniature vehicle and saw that it
was secured.
PATROL CHECK: At 11:18
p.m. a deputy noticed a vehicle
in the parking lot of a closed
business and stopped to make
sure everything was okay
inside.

SUNDAY,
MARCH 3

SCHOOL ALARM: At 3:18
a.m. a deputy reported being
flagged down by a security
guard and told that an alarm was

going off at the high school.
Everything was found to be all
right on the campus.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 6

YOUR PAST ALWAYS FOL-
LOWS YOU: At 8:28 a.m. a
deputy stopped near the corner
of Fifth and Holt to question a
man seen looking at a car. The
viewing was deemed suspicious
because the subject was known
to have a history of vehicle
theft.
WANTED MAN: At 9:12 a.m.
deputies questioned a man spot-
ted near the corner of Sixth and
Grape. He was found to have an
outstanding felony warrant and
was arrested.
WAR OF WORDS: At 12:10
p.m. deputies were called to a
home near the corner of Sixth
and Orange where a heated
argument was reported to be
taking place between a man and
woman, with the man said to be
threatening to escalate things.

Deputies responded and later
advised dispatchers that things
appeared to have calmed down
and the dispute was limited to a
verbal exchange.
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: At
3:00 p.m. a caller notified sher-
iffs that a male subject kept
going in and out of the bath-
room at the laundrymat on Holt
Avenue. Deputies questioned
the man, who was reported to
have a record of past thefts.
CAUSING PROBLEMS: At
8:16 p.m. a complaint was
received about three kids hang-
ing out in front of a local busi-
ness, throwing trash around,
making a nuisance of them-
selves and refusing to leave
when asked to do so. A deputy
later told dispatchers that the
juveniles had decided to move
along.
RESISTING ARREST: At
10:18 p.m. a deputy reported
stopping a bike rider at Sixth
and Cedar for questioning. The
subject was later reportedly

taken into custody after resist-
ing arrest and backup was
called.

THURSDAY,
MARCH 7

FAMILY FEUD: At 8:45 a.m. a
young man was reported to be
trying to start a fight with his
father at the family home on
Walnut Avenue. Deputies inter-
vened and later reported that it
had just been a heated argument.
UNLICENSED TO DRIVE:
At 11:14 a.m. a deputy reported
making a traffic stop on Evan
Hewes Highway, just west of
town, and citing the driver for
not having a valid license.
NO PROBLEMS HERE: At
7:09 p.m. a caller reported that a
group of juveniles was hanging
out under the bleachers at
Samaha Park, and he was wor-
ried because of a lot of graffiti
that had turned up recently. A
deputy spoke with the kids and
didn’t find any signs they had
been doing anything wrong.

WINDY NIGHT: At 10:50
p.m. a security monitoring com-
pany reported that an alarm had
been triggered at a local busi-
ness. A deputy found no signs of
an attempted break-in and
advised dispatchers that it
looked like the electricity had
been knocked out by the wind,
likely triggering the alarm.

FRIDAY,
MARCH 8

LOST DOG: At 4:12 a.m. a
deputy reported being flagged
down by a pedestrian, The
woman was out looking for her
dog and asked to be notified if
anyone found him.

SUNDAY,
MARCH 10

JUST TALKING: At 10:30
p.m. a deputy made contact with
three juveniles hanging out in
front of a residence on
Wooldridge Avenue. The kids
were learned to be just talking
outside where they wouldn't
bother anyone.

Man Accused Of Shooting
At Deputy to Stand Trial

BY GARY REDFERN

The man charged with shoot-
ing at and assaulting a county
Sheriff's Office deputy on a
Holtville street in November has
been bound over for trial, a coun-
ty prosecutor said.

A Superior Court judge on
March 6 found sufficient evi-
dence to try Alex Padilla of
Holtville on a host of charges,
including attempted murder of a
peace officer with a firearm, said
Twyla Johnson, a deputy district
attorney. An arraignment is
scheduled for March 20.

Padilla, 39, remains held
without bail in the county jail,
Johnson added. He faces 68 years
to life on the attempted murder
charge alone, she said.

Padilla was arrested on the
evening of Nov. 28 inside the
Iglesia Bethel church at 902 Holt

Ave. Law enforcement officials
said he fled there after a violent
encounter with a sheriff's deputy
who approached him minutes
earlier near Ninth Street and
Orange Avenue.

He allegedly resisted the
deputy and in the ensuing scuffle
assaulted him, wrested away the
deputy's firearm and fired it at
him before fleeing in the deputy's
patrol car. He was located in a
church packed with evening wor-
shipers but arrested without fur-
ther incident.

The deputy was flown to a
hospital by air ambulance as a
precautionary measure due to
possible head injuries. The
injuries were not deemed life
threatening and he was released
hours later.

Court records showed Padilla
to have an extensive criminal
record including convictions for
violent felonies.

Biker Injured In Rural Wreck

A MOTORCYCLIST suffered serious injuries in an accident northwest of town early last Friday
morning and had to be airlifted from the scene by a REACH helicopter. The accident, which
occurred at the corner of Highway 115 and Norrish Road, is under investigation by the California
Highway Patrol.   PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID ARAYA

Border Patrol News
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ICOE is requesting proposals for the development of a system-wide
video surveillance solution applicable to several of ICOE facilities.
Such a solution shall be used to monitor movement in and around
properties including but not limited to offices, parking lots, storage
buildings, fenced lots, etc. It is the winning Bidders responsibility
to determine the specific hardware, software, accessories, and serv-
ices required to deliver a fully-functional system. RFP can be found
on this link:  https://www.icoe.org/rfp

Legal 8838
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIEN SALE
AK-C Mini Storage 1549 Dogwod Rd El Centro 92243 760 681-
6555.  To be paid in full by March 21st 2019 with CASH or
MONEY ORDER or will be sold.  Glenn Ford $535.00.

Legal 6169
Publish: Mar. 14, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Imperial County Board of
Supervisors will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at
11:00 a.m., in the Board Chambers, County Administrative Center,
940 West Main Street, Suite 211, El Centro, California to consider
adopting a new Conflict of Interest Code for the following agencies
as listed below pursuant to the California Political Reform Act.All
interested individuals are encouraged to attend and be heard. 

" Imperial Community College District

" Heber Elementary School District

" Bard Water District

" Imperial County Children and Families First Commission

Should you have any questions please contact the Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors at (442) 265-1020.  All supporting documentation may
be reviewed at the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors located at 940
Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, CA 92243. 

BLANCA ACOSTA
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

County of Imperial

Legal 8842
Publish: Mar. 14, 2019
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BY JAYSON BARNISKE

It is said smell is the most
dominant of the five senses and
customers of Boatwright's
Bakery and Catering on Main
Street in downtown El Centro
would give no argument.

Opening the door and
strolling into a small lobby at
675 W. Main the enticing aromas
of fresh-baked cookies, cakes
and pies overwhelms. If the
smell leads, the tastes aren't far
behind, perhaps why as down-
town has declined over the
decades Boatwright's holds fast. 

"Boatwrights is the best bak-
ery ever. We're really proud to

have her (owner Francis
Romero). All their food is fresh
and homemade. You can't get the
food they sell here anywhere
else," said Stella Chavez as she
rushed into the bakery shortly
before closing to pick up a dozen
chocolate chip cookies. 

She added, "And everything
in here is fat-free….just kid-
ding."

Behind those tempting treats
are bakers crafting each with
care and precision, including
assistant bakers Janira Ramos
and Juana Pena who might be
described as the operation's hid-
den gems.

"The Danishes are our most
popular item," Ramos said stand-
ing nearby the bakery's only

remaining one of the day. "We
have guys that drive from
Holtville every day for them. We
have one customer that comes in
often to buy large amounts of
gingerbread cookies to send to
Tokyo."

Like the bakery she runs,
owner Romero has a long histo-
ry. The business' fourth owner,
she completed studies at Cerritos
College for cake decorating and
moved to El Centro to be closer
to family. She is the oldest of 10
siblings, two of whom worked at
the bakery over the years.

"Mr. and Mrs. Boatwright
opened the bakery on State and
Sixth many years ago," Romero
added. "They used to serve wine.
That was before liquor licenses

were required."
The secrets to enduring suc-

cess, the staff reveals, is consis-
tency.

"People say this reminds
them of being with their grand-
ma. The recipes we use have
been the same since forever.
When people eat cookies here,
they are surprised because the
cookies still taste the same as
when they were a child," Ramos
said. With a wide smile typical of
what customers are greeted with,
Pena added, "Everything in here
is made with love. That's the

point. Look at my co-workers
and the owner. When you do
what you love, it's not a job."

Still, change is another con-
stant and as such Romero is now
looking to sell Boatwright's.

"It's for sale," she lamented
and then, getting more light-
hearted, added, "If anyone is
interested in finding out more
about the bakery or our products
you can contact us through
Facebook or stop in to get some
cookies."

A Slice of History - Boatwright's Bakery

BAKER’S ASSISTANT JANIRA Ramos poses in front of nearly
empty Danish rack, showing the popularity of the sweet creations
at Boatwright’s Bakery and Catering in El Centro.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

THE MORNING’S DISPLAY of cookies at Boatwright’s Bakery
and Catering in El Centro. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

SBDC To Host Government
Contracting Workshop March 20

Are you ready for govern-
ment contracting?

The Small Business
Development Center will be
hosting a workshop on March 20
aimed at helping local businesses
get their foot in the door.This
interactive workshop will help
you evaluate your business, edu-
cate you on government contract-
ing processes and requirements,
provide you with marketing tools
and resources, help you deter-
mine if the government market is
a fit for your business, and get
you started on the first steps.

This course is designed for
individuals with a very minimal
understanding of government
contracting.

Topics discussed will
include:
1. Basics Requirements for
Government Contracting

2. Conducting Initial Market
Research
3. Vendor Registrations
4. Certifications* (*federal, state,
and local)
5. Marketing Tools
6. Next Steps

The workshop will be facili-
tated by Brett Housholder,
Deputy Director, San Diego
Contracting Opportunities Center
(SDCOC)

The event will take place on
Wednesday March 20 from 9 to
11a.m. at 2415 Imperial Business
Park Dr. in Imperial.

For more information contact
the SBDC at 760-312-9800 or e-
mail meredith@imperialal-
liance.org

To register, go to
https://sdcoc.ecenterdirect.com/e
vents/43652
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Large Animals......from page one

The California Mid-Winter
Fair & Fiesta annual auction brings
in serious money--$2.1 million in
gross sales in 2018, explained
George "Bo" Shropshire, a fair
board director. It is the second-
largest animal auction in the state
behind Bakersfield in Kern County.

"The quality of animals here is
well above the run-of-mill in order
to support the kids," said
Shropshire. "The hog market
brings in 38 cents per pound but
they sell here $4 to $5 a pound. But
these are a real quality stock."

Shropshire receives about 75
letters each year from student
exhibitors. He and his associates at
the Helena Agri-Enterprises (based
in Collierville, Tenn.) pool
resources so that each of their
benefactors will have a level play-
ing field to compete at the auction.
They try to spread their generosity
across Imperial County providing
equal opportunity.

Also, there is the supplemental
assistance of "add-ons" to support
students once a sale is called by the
auctioneer. Any community mem-
ber can offer an additional amount
by paying at the settlement booth
whatever an individual wishes to
contribute. 

"The biggest thing is, instill in
these youth that this sale is unlike
any other they'll make in their life-
time because nobody in Imperial
Valley will see a kid experience a
loss on an animal," he stressed.

The county provides tremen-
dous support. There were 736 ani-
mals sold between both fair auc-

tions on March 8-9.
Grooming her lamb "Bibbidi"

(from The Magic Song in
Cinderella), Iyanna Arreola began
talking about the other animals in
her care, a 306-pound ram,
"Chevy," she left in the lamb barn. 

"He has his personality, a bit of
an attitude, but I love him," admit-
ted Iyanna. "I just like being here
during fair week with all the ani-
mals. I started out with rabbits but
then I moved on."

Putting on a make-over for her
Hampshire hog, "Randy," Nayely
Islas of Imperial FFA confided he
was stubborn initially.

"He has an attitude when he
wants," said Nayely. "But I'll give
him some marshmallows while
walking him and then he obeys. We
secure his head when we shear
him, otherwise he gets a little skit-
tish. If we didn't, it'd take forever." 

Although not in agriculture,
James Bell, owner of Bell
Automotive in Holtville, takes an
active interest in the auction.
Taking a break at picnic tables in
back of the auction grandstand,
Bell explained he was bidding on a
few hogs for a group of students he
looks out for from Holtville and
elsewhere in Imperial County. All
proceeds go to the students, most
whom put the revenue toward a
college fund. 

"My daughter, Brooklyn, puts
half her money into college and
half toward a vehicle," he said.
"This is her third year selling. She
auctioned a 200-pound hog this
morning for $5 dollars a pound."

Auto Gladiators Rivet Audience at Mid-Winter Fair
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Demolition Derby at the
111th California Mid-Winter Fair
on March 6 delivered all the car-
nage of a death-defying traffic
accident without any of the blood-
shed thanks to common-sense driv-
ing skills and interior roll-bars to
keep life and limb in pristine con-
dition.

Jacob Rico, a derby driver
from Yuma, won the $250 Mad
Dog Driver award (most aggres-
sive) in a 1972 Lincoln Continental
that had all auto glass, passenger
seat and accessories removed
(same as other competitors) to

avoid injury. 
“If the car still moves after

tonight, I’ll run the Demolition
Derby in Yuma in April,” he insist-
ed. “I’m feeling kind of calm now
but after the first hit it kind of gets
me in gear and I want to smash
everything.”

Despite getting up in the grill
of his competitors and his game
attitude, it was not Rico but fellow
Yuma driver Tampino Ciciotti
whose engine choked out the last
cloud of exhaust to claim the top
$1,000 prize.

Craig Ehrlich, another Yuma
driver, was in a 1976 Chrysler
Newport. 

“My car’s not legal in Yuma
County anymore,” admitted Erlich.

“But I got another ready to go, a
1990 Ford LTD. (I) use the same
engine for both since it’s much eas-
ier, there’s no surprises and I know
what the motor is capable of
doing.”

Ehrlich’s rig also included cut-
away hood with Zoomie Headers
towering over the engine bay. 

“I like to run it (motor) hot
because it hardly runs at all when it
runs cool,” he said. “You can tell
how hot your motor is running by
looking at your exhaust.” 

Derby fans arrived early to
catch all the collision chaos. They

included Marty and Tom Dineley
of Imperial, the former of whom
mused about what it would be like
to participate. 

Marty then said with confi-
dence she could have succeed as a
derby driver given her experience
driving in the Bay Area, but she is
thankful she no longer needs to
dodge traffic now in rural Imperial
County. 

“But it is fun watching cars
beat the crap out of each other,” she
confided.

Hometown favorite
Makinleigh Duran did follow

through on that dream by becom-
ing the first local female driver at
the 2018 demolition derby and
returning again this year. She was
back in her 1984 Chevrolet Caprice
with pink feather steering wheel
cover. Her father, Mike Duran, and
boyfriend, Jayden Taylor, helped
prepare the car. 

“The hardest part was stripping
the car down,” recalled Taylor. 

Added Makinleigh, “The thrill
is … being a girl out there. And
when the audience finds out it’s
me, they’re shocked.” 

IID..................from page three
legislation so far, railing

against Mayes' bill during the
March 1 IID meeting, where the
board first passed its opposition
resolution.

He reiterated that surprise
March 12 and said of the bill "It's
an untold Pandora's box. I can't
imagine. … The complexity of the
issues, my God."

Kuhn, as IID's General
Counsel Frank Oswalt has
explained before, said the provi-
sions for IID to provide electricity
in the southern-most parts of the
Coachella Valley are tied to feder-
ally approved agreements between
the Coachella Valley Water District
and the IID dating back to 1934.
AB 854 could undo decades of
financial and legal obligations.

The most serious of these is the
threat to the water rights the IID
oversees in trust for the residents of
Imperial County.

"We cannot, and nor will we,
compromise our water rights by
allowing six people from
(Riverside) County to be on our
board," Kuhn said. "If they were to
be able to wrest these water rights
from us … I cannot begin to think
of a worst-case scenario.

"You would have Coachella
Valley Water District up there with
six votes, to our five. Anything
water-wise they want, they could
get," he said. "That would be a
nightmare."

That was the point of the
March 12 decision to seek outside
counsel and expert advice.

The IID board's decision takes
"immediate steps to help inform its
decision-making regarding the
electrical services the district pro-
vides in the Coachella Valley,"
according to the text of press
release on the decision.

"Today, the Board of Directors
has instructed staff to retain legal
counsel and experts to advise it on
all potential options related to the
continued electrical service in the
Coachella Valley," IID board
President Erik Ortega stated in the
release. "We ask that the public
have patience as we embark on this
process since there are many mov-

ing parts to consider before this
board can act upon any decisions."

Ortega added, "The board is
committed to making this process
as inclusive as possible so that it
can benefit from all perspectives
and points of view. However, what
everyone must understand is that
any recommendations or even
changes resulting from this process
cannot threaten or compromise
Imperial Valley's water rights." 

He concluded, "Let me be crys-
tal clear, any viable option cannot
cause undue hardship to the district
or any of its ratepayers." 

To date, AB 854 has been slot-
ted for a committee, said Imperial
County Intergovernmental
Relations Director Rebecca
Terrazas-Baxter, who follows and
reports on legislation for the coun-
ty board. 

"Most legislation right now is
in the process of being assigned to
committee - this bill has been
referred to the Assembly Local
Government Committee which has
jurisdiction over local government
issues. The next steps would be a
potential policy committee hearing
sometime in the next month and, if
approved by the committee, a fiscal
committee hearing in May. It
would have to be approved by the
full Assembly by the beginning of
July for it to proceed to the next
house where this procedure is
repeated," Terrazas-Baxter stated
in a March 8 email.

"It's very early in the legisla-
tive process for us to be able to pre-
dict or assume the potential success
or failure of any bill," according to
Terrazas-Baxter. "Typically, we get
a better sense of the viability of a
bill after discussions with the
assigned committee staff and their
overall analysis of the bill for the
committee chair and members."

Like the IID, she added the
county will be following the bill
closely as it affects all Imperial
County residents.

Mayes' press officer, Joseph
Justin, stated March 12 that the bill
has not been given a committee
hearing date yet.

City Council.............................from page one

"After the Imperial County
Transportation Commission's tech-
nical advisory board lays the
ground work (with review and
approval) a vote goes before the
ICTC board," said Wells. "There's
an allocation of LTA funds saved
up over the last several years for
big infrastructure projects."

Surface-grant projects are heavily
weighted on proposals that are as
"shovel ready" as possible and pro-
vide community benefits. Since
Orchard Road is a widely used cor-
ridor along public service facilities,
and also serves agriculture, by con-
necting to State Route 115, the
project is a good candidate for
those funds, explained Wells. 

Meanwhile, Cedar between
Fourth and Fifth is slated to get a
sidewalk costing $183,000. It will

be funded through federal conges-
tion mitigation and air quality
funds administered through the
California Department of
Transportation.

The purpose is to mitigate air
quality standards by reducing
nitrous oxides, particulate matter
(PM10) and other toxics. So, by
covering the dirt surface air quality
is improved, explained Wells.
Similarly, Ninth Street sidewalks
between Beale and Oak avenues,
costing an estimated $373,000 and
with air-quality-improvement eli-
gibility, are likely to get backing,
added Wells.

On the recommendation of Frank
Cornejo, city water/wastewater
supervisor, the council unanimous-
ly approved a resolution contract-
ing MC Painting for sandblasting

and recoating work to the waste-
water treatment plant's headworks
auger screen unit that has started to
corrode. The job will also involve
recoating the SpiraGrit Unit to
ensure long-term service of both.
Work will cost $42,000 covered
under the sewer enterprise funds.
The council also authorized a reso-
lution appropriating $55,152 to
Fiscal Year 2017-18 from the
California Citizen Option for
Public Safety program.
"We get an allocation of $100,000

each year to defray the cost of
police services from the Imperial
County Sheriff's Office," said
Wells. "We got the additional
amount ($55,152) when we applied
for a grant from the state.
Hopefully if the grant is available
again this year we can apply."

DARRELL PECHTL, MASTER of ceremonies for the Demolition Derby, gives the thumbs up to a
competitor to enter to the field at the 2019 California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta in Imperial on
March 6.                      WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO



She said the association is not
asking for more money because it
thinks it is special or more deserving
than other county employee.
Johnson maintained the association
is asking for more money to bring in
experienced attorneys to deal with
caseloads that see single attorneys
doing the work of two or three.

"Members of the board, we have
told you this again and again and
again," Johnson said. "The current
situation is not sustainable."

The board then made attempts
toward a solution. Before convening
to closed session, Ryan Kelley,
board chairman, asked county
Human Resources Director Rodolfo
Aguayo to open recruitment for
deputy D.A.s to fill six vacancies.

When the supervisors returned
from closed session, Ryan Kelley
announced that in addition to the
open recruitment, the board
approved offering a $5,000 signing
bonus for attorneys who commit to
staying with the D.A.'s office for
two years, and another $5,000 for
attorneys who commit to five years.

Johnson was asked later in the
day what she thought of the signing
bonuses and said, "I guess it's great
that they are trying to do something,
but when we already start out thou-
sands of dollars less than every other
county, it makes me skeptical that
we can recruit people who have the
experience we need."  

She added someone with even
one or two years' experience would
likely not be lured by a signing
bonus. She said that would be more
attractive to young attorneys fresh
out of law school.

"It doesn't address our retention
problem," Johnson said. "I had no
plan to leave until just this week, and

I was, 'Dang, maybe I can't stay
under these conditions.'"

The steps toward reconciliation
follow what many agree is unprece-
dented rancor between county
administration and its typically low-
key prosecutors. 

Twice over the last week the
county attempted to stop the strike
by going directly to the Public
Employment Relations Board, and
also by filing a lawsuit in Imperial
County Superior Court seeking an
injunction.

The county, represented by the
County Counsel's office, went
before Judge Juan Ulloa on the after-
noon of March 11 to argue in favor
of an injunction to stop the associa-
tion from striking. The County
Counsel's office filed suit against the
prosecutors' association March 7
claiming that a strike by the deputy
D.A.s would cause irreparable harm
to the county and threaten public
safety.

Ulloa denied the county's
request.

"The court found that the coun-
ty demonstrated no evidence of
irreparable harm and no evidence of
imminent threat to public safety and
health," said Deputy D.A. Ronald
Melton, who represented the D.A.'s
association in court.

The first legal remedy the coun-
ty attempted was when the county
sought an injunction from the
PERB. However, the PERB on
March 10 denied the injunction.

"By request of the Board, the
request for injunctive relief in the
above-entitled matter is denied with-
out prejudice, sufficient grounds
therefore not having been demon-
strated," according to the letter
signed by PERB General Counsel J.

Felix De La Torre.
On March 9, the county and the

D.A.'s association agreed to media-
tion in hopes of jumpstarting stalled
contract negotiations between the
sides, Johnson said.

Johnson added the PERB-
assigned mediator and both sides
met for several hours March 9 but
nothing came of the talks.

Before the March 12 Board of
Supervisors meeting started
Supervisors Mike Kelley and Ryan
Kelley reached out to the striking
attorneys in the audience, introduc-
ing themselves, asking for names
and shaking hands. 

Deputy D.A. Heather Trapnell
addressed Mike Kelley from her
seat: "We're not here … happily. It's
very sad. There is nothing funny
about this. … we feel desperate."

Deputy D.A. Yhezel Vargas
went before the board after the meet-
ing started, looking disheveled and
exhausted, saying he was up late the

night before preparing for an
attempted murder trial that he said
he would leave the picket line to
attend on the afternoon of March 12.

"I'm not breaking ranks. I care
about my job," he said, adding that
the D.A.s care about public safety.
"I'm going to do my job this after-
noon for free."

Aguayo, the county human
resources director, told the Board of
Supervisors on March 12 the con-
tract offer the prosecutors refer to as
being 2.2 percent has been mischar-
acterized, and in fact the association
has been offered a 2.2-percent raise
upon signing a contract, and then
2.2-percent raises on the first pay
period of 2019 and 2020. He added
that including hikes to benefit pack-
ages the raise is more like 4.6 per-
cent each year.

Back in Superior Court on
March 12 Assistant District Attorney
Deborah Owen, who was among the
non-union prosecutors covering for

her striking colleagues, said it was a
light court calendar and that all the
courtrooms were covered.

Owen was in Brawley while
D.A. Gilbert Otero covered the main
courthouse in El Centro.

She was asked about a contin-
gency plan the county has refer-
enced repeatedly that would be put
into effect upon a strike. She said the
County Counsel's office identified
three attorneys with some criminal
trial experience who were working
the courts in El Centro. Two were
from the County Counsel's office
and one was from Child Support
Services, Owen said.

In Brawley, it was Owen work-
ing the docket joined by a certified
law student and a clerk from the
D.A.'s office who had just been
sworn into the Bar Association on
March 8. 

Otero was not immediately
available for comment for this story
by deadline.
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Facing members of the strik-
ing county prosecutor's union at a
county board meeting on March
12, county Supervisor Raymond
Castillo apologized for calling
them "crybabies" just days earli-
er.

During the meeting Deputy
District Attorney Yhezel Vargas
said, "I'm here to dispel some-
thing that may or may not be a
mistake. We're not greedy. We're
not asking for a 20,000-percent
raise. We're not whiny or cryba-
bies."

Vargas referenced a statement
made on March 8 by Castillo,
who told this newspaper on the
record that the attorneys were
being "crybabies" in his opinion.

The Deputy District
Attorney's Association is striking
in protest of a labor impasse in
which it alleges the county is not
offering high enough compensa-
tion to retain attorneys.  

Castillo, before the closed
session for the March 12 meet-
ing, took time to acknowledge
that he did indeed say that to the
media, but that he wanted to
make amends.

"I think I need to apologize to
all of you," Castillo said from the
dais. "You are not crybabies."

Noting that in his 30 years of
law enforcement experience he
often looked to deputy D.A.s for
guidance and advice, he added,
"So, I respect what you do.
Believe me. I think in time we
will correct this situation. You're
all family as far as I'm con-
cerned."

"I appreciate your apology,
Mr. Castillo," Vargas said. "We
have been negotiating for 18
months. We cannot wait any
longer. Every day that passes
we're afraid that one of us is
going to leave."

Specifically in the March 8
interview Castillo had said, "I
think they are just a bunch of cry-
babies, if you ask me. It's really
unfortunate." 

He added, "In my mind, they
should take their job with more
responsibility. They have an obli-
gation as peace officers to main-
tain public safety, so the work
they do in court is very impor-
tant. … It's really imperative to
public safety."

Castillo also alleged the
actions of the association put the
public at risk by possibly allow-
ing dangerous criminals to be let
out of jail on early release.

Castillo said the first priority
of the county should be to set
some type pf arbitration hearing
"to try to talk some sense into
these guys." 

He added the offer of a 2.2-
percent raise is all the county can
afford, saying, "If you don't have
the money, what do you do?"

Castillo said in his 30-plus-
year career in law enforcement,
"I have never ever seen the D.A.s
go on a walkout like these guys
did" and added years ago deputy
D.A.s behaved in a much more
professional manner than what he
is seeing now.

DA Strike.........................................................................from page one

Castillo Apologizes to Prosecutors For
'Crybabies' Remark 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8844 Publish: March 14, 2019
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T.S. No.: 2017-03673-CA
A.P.N.:048-212-019-000
Property Address: 656 Gilmour St, Brawley,
CA 92227
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY
OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO
THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 09/14/2005. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: Richard Daniel Rodriguez and
Sharlene Marie Rodriguez, Husband and
Wife as Joint tenants
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive,
LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 09/27/2005 as
Instrument No. 2005-038846 in book ---, page-
-- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 04/16/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH

ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE 939 MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: $
178,823.71
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SEC-
TION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of
real property: 656 Gilmour St, Brawley, CA
92227
A.P.N.: 048-212-019-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address or
other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of

the unpaid bal-
ance of the obli-
gation secured

by the property to be sold and reasonable esti-
mated costs, expenses and advances at the time
of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale
is: 
$ 178,823.71.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be responsi-
ble for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county recorder's office or
a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The

sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (866)-
960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case
2017-03673-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: March 2, 2019 W e s t e r n
Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  
(866) 960-8299 
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
_____________________________________
___________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Mar. 14, 21, 28, 2019
Legal 8839
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU000794
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner  Ethan Joseph Peña, Feb.
12, 2001 filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing names as
follows: 
Present name:
Ethan Joseph Peña
February 12, 2001
Proposed name:
Ethan Joseph Ayon

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if
any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to
be heard and must appear at the hear-
ing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hear-
ing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 30, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this
county (specify newspaper):
Holtville Tribune
Date:  March 4, 2019
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: March 4, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By R. Marquez, Deputy
Legal 8837  
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-178
The following person is conducting
business as:
JV Air Conditioning
770 Cedar Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jesus A. Vega
770 Cedar Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above on: March 1,
2019.
I, Jesus A. Vega Declare that all of the

information in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Jesus A. Vega
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: March 5, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 4, 2024. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8840      
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 2019

CLASSIFIED ADS

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:
ECU000767
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Francisco
Navarro Rios filed a petition
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Francisco Navarro Rios
Proposed name:
Francisco Espinoza

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any per-
son objecting to the name
changes described above must

file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a
hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 15, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at

least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the
date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper
of general circulation, printed
in this county (specify newspa-
per):  Holtville Tribune 
Date:  February 14, 2019
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: February 14, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By D. Garrido, Deputy
Legal 8836 
Publish: Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28,
2019

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 19-AF-001
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pursuant
to Health and Safety Code sec-
tion 11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 19-AF-001:
$2,921.66 U.S. Currency, the
estimated/appraised value is

$2,921.66 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Interstate 8 W.
Forester, El Centro, CA 92243 in
connection with violation of
Penal Code Section 182 and
Health and Safety Code Section
11370.6.

Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,

you must within 30 days of the
first day of the publication of this
Notice, file a verified claim, stat-
ing your interest in the seized
property with the Civil
Department of the Imperial
County Superior Court, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.

You must also provide the

Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control number listed
above in any correspondence.

By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5781 
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, 2019

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 19-AF-002
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pursuant
to Health and Safety Code section
11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 19-AF-002:
$19,326.00 U.S. Currency, the
estimated/appraised value is
$19,326.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Interstate 8 W.
Forrester, El Centrof, CA 92231
in connection with violation of
Penal Code Section 182 and
Health and Safety Code Section
11370.6.

Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,
you must within 30 days of the
first day of the publication of this

Notice, file a verified claim, stat-
ing your interest in the seized
property with the Civil
Department of the Imperial
County Superior Court, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.

You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim direct-
ed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940 W.
Main Street, Suite 102, El Centro,
CA 92243. Use the appropriate
control number listed above in
any correspondence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5780 
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, 2019
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Holtville’s Pine School
Enjoying School Year

With Several Activities

THE CAT IN the Hat and Thing 1 paid a visit to our Pine School
students.  Encouraging all students to Read! Read! Read!
PHOTO COURTESY OF PINE SCHOOL

PINE SCHOOL HELD their annual school picnic on February
28th.  It was well attended by family members. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF PINE SCHOOL
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