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Holtville Mayor Bradshaw Resigns,
Leaving Area For Water Job

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Coming as a surprise to those
in attendance, Holtville Mayor
David Bradshaw tendered his res-
ignation at the council's
regular meeting on March
25.

In a brief statement,
Bradshaw expressed appre-
ciation for his fellow coun-
cil members' support, say-
ing, "Thank you all. I have
really enjoyed this city so
much."

His resignation is effec-
tive April 4. He was first
elected to the Holtville City
Council in 2008. He then
served as mayor in 2011,
2014 and 2019. 

"I really hate to resign
mid-term," admitted
Bradshaw. "But a new posi-
tion became available to
work at the Metropolitan
Water District (Los
Angeles) out of their
Sacramento office." 

Nick Wells, city manager,
explained the upcoming vacancy
on council has been advertised on
the city's website and in the
Holtville Tribune. The city will
be taking applicants until the end
of business on March 29.
Depending on the number of
applicants, there may be a screen-
ing process to reach a short list.

"However, the council will
appoint the new member from
among applications received,"
said Wells. "I expect that could
happen before May 1. The new
member will serve out Mayor
Bradshaw's term, with the spot up

for election in 2020."
Bradshaw's wife has already

been working for the MWD for a
year and a half as an environmen-
tal planner and this move will
allow them much more family
time together, Bradshaw said. He
spent 24 years as an employee of
the Imperial Irrigation District
and worked as a consultant to IID

for the prior five years, mostly
involved with water-transfer
issues.

"I'm familiar with
Sacramento from attending meet-
ings there, but I've never lived in
the big city before," he said. "I'll

really miss my Holtville friends
and colleagues ... and things like
the Farmer's Market and Imperial
Valley College."

Bradshaw arrived in Imperial
County in 1989 after graduating
from the California Polytechnic
University at San Luis Obispo
and went to work for IID. He was
hired to work in irrigation man-

agement and then became assis-
tant manager for water resources.
He also worked on water conser-
vation and the water fallowing
programs. For many years, until
2018, Bradshaw taught evening
classes at IVC in agriculture and

environmental science that
he recalled were very stimu-
lating and a lot of fun. He
grew up in Lassen County
on a family farm. His family
still farms, now in Modoc
County, raising alfalfa,
wheat and barley, among
other crops. 

Replying to an email
inquiry, Wells recalled
Bradshaw and he were
acquainted prior to his work
with the city. They got to
know each other well over
the last seven years working
to further objectives of the
city. During that time, Wells
praised Bradshaw as an
asset to the city, and for
being a studious council
member, examining issues
with intellect.

"I will miss David, both for
that input professionally, and for
his friendship on a personal
level," said Wells. "Like most
associated with the city, that leads
to my mixed emotions for his
departure - knowing that
although we lose his input, we are
excited for him as he gets to be
close to his family."

THE HOLTVILLE CITY council presents Mayor David Bradshaw with a
commemoration on March 26 as he announced his resignation at the council
meeting. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

I.V. Ag Expo Sprouts Network
For Farmers And Suppliers

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Historic photos of Imperial
Valley's farming pioneers often
feature plows-the backbone of
agriculture--and while technolo-
gy has transformed them into
space-age wonders, their impor-
tance remains constant.

As such, farm-implement
suppliers were center stage
March 22 among about 50
exhibitors at the second annual
Imperial Valley Ag Expo. RDO
Equipment Co. was showing off
its workhorse, a John Deere

W235 Windrower tractor with a
GPS system, in the Casa de
Manana building at the I.V. Expo
in Imperial.

"Most operators are in the
field 12 or more hours a day and
it takes a lot of mental stress to
make the drive in a straight line,"
Nate Dorsey, an RDO representa-
tive, said of plowing. 

Detailing the advantages over
your grandfather's plow, he
explained, "GPS lets them focus
on operating the tractor safely:
avoid ditches and irrigation pipe.
Also, GPS allows collection of
data: how much a certain field

yielded so, farmers can better
manage to select appropriate fer-
tilizers and crop varieties." 

Of course farming involves
far more than just equipment and
that diversity, along with it being
a $2.5 billion-per-year power-
house in Imperial County, are
when Jody and husband J.
Rollins, of Rollins Creative LLC,
founded the local Ag Expo in
2018.  J. Rollins also operates
Rolling R Enterprises that does
harvesting for farmers choosing
not to invest in their own com-
bines.

"For me, the expo is about
solving problems," said J.
Rollins. "There's a challenge of
mechanization as labor costs go
up in California so, at some
point, it makes sense to favor
automation. And our vendors
here can help farmers take that
leap to automation."

Added Jody, "So many stu-
dents don't know the opportuni-
ties in ag. They think you got to
be a big land owner but it just
requires initiative."   

If high-tech tractors at least
have a farming lineage, the
equipment offered by Desert
Eagle Eye only has a heritage in
the hawks gliding on the thermals
above the fields. The service
owned by Michael Dahm per-
forms field surveys, custom
videos and thermal imaging with
a 3D Robotics Solo drone aircraft
with a Flir Thermal Camera. It 

Continued on page 3

NATE DORSEY, AN agronomist for RDO Equipment, shows off
a W235 John Deere “swather” on March 22 during the second
annual Ag Expo at the I.V. Expo in Imperial.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Orchard Road
Residents
Tepid To City
Repair Project

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Holtville City Council's
recently announced plans to
repair the northern end of
Orchard Road will do nothing to
address safety concerns over
speeds and truck traffic, area res-
idents said.

The council on March 11
approved using grant funding to
repair a small section of the busy
thoroughfare from the Alamo
River Bridge to Fourth Street.
That segment of Orchard is with-
in city limits.
South of there, Orchard is in an

unincorporated area under the
jurisdiction of Imperial County.
For nearly a year, residents on
Orchard from Interstate 8 to the
city limits have fought an at
times tense battle with the county
to lower speeds and reduce truck
traffic.

Members of the Orchard Road
Neighborhood Alliance have also
alleged the City of Holtville has
not been involved enough and the
latest development did nothing to
soothe those concerns.

"It's a mile and a half from our
residences," Alliance member

Continued on page 3

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Seemingly devoid of the con-
troversy that sometimes accom-
panies the establishment of such
facilities, the March 26 ground-
breaking for county's first in-
patient mental healthcare facility
was met with applause and
excitement by local dignitaries.

Called the Jackson House, it
will be built on previously vacant
land at 2364 S. Second St. in El
Centro.

"The center will be an asset to
Imperial County by providing
supportive services that will pro-
mote (mental health) recovery,"
county Behavioral Health
Director Andrea Kuhlen said as 

Continued on page 4

First In-Patient Mental
Health Center Gets
Low-Key Start

IMPERIAL COUNTY BEHAVIORAL Health Services Director
Andrea Kuhlen signs a banner during the March 26 ceremonial
groundbreaking for Jackson House in El Centro, the first in-
patient mental-health care facility in Imperial County. It is a part-
nership between Behavioral Health and Alvarado Parkway
Institute of San Diego.  RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN PHOTO



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Imperial Valley already has
cook-offs for chili, ribs, tri-tip,
tamales and more. Next up:
pulled pork.

Courtesy of the Holtville
Rotary Club, the inaugural Pulled
Pork Cook Off will be held from
5-10 p.m. on March 30 in down-
town Holtville. 

Proceeds will benefit the
Rotary's Youth Fund upon which
the club draws to support
Holtville youngsters, explained
co-organizer Ross Daniels.

Despite the number of other
such culinary events held earlier
in the winter season, there is hope
local residents have not yet had
their fill.

"It'll be a blast. I'm hoping
it'll be a good turnout. It's up on

Facebook and that's a good sign.
I don't think it'll be as big as the
(Holtville Athletic Club) Rib
Cook Off but I'm sure a lot of
people will show up," said Ross'
brother, Kyle Daniels, a member
of the U.S. Coast Guard sailing in
from San Diego to anchor the
"Salty Hog BBQ" team.

Contestants will be allowed
to serve side dishes, though they
will not be judged. For that, Kyle
said his crew will launch a secret
weapon: Holtville City Treasurer
George Morris' renowned chili.

"We'll try and recreate his
recipe but don't know for sure,"
he admitted.

For the main dishes the cook
off is about more than mere brag-
ging rights as the champion
scoops up $450, second $225,
third $135 and a people's choice
at $315, Ross Daniels noted.

Hungry patrons can purchase
tickets in books of five and 10
and each ticket will reap a two-
ounce serving of a unique pork
creation..

"We don't have a side-dish
prize, we just wanted to get our
feet wet but we're looking for-
ward to having this as an annual
event," said Ross Daniels.

The fun, however, gets cook-
ing well before the feasting at 1
p.m. with sign ups for a Corn
Hole (bean bag toss) tournament
in front of Rabobank organized
by Humble Farmer Brewing Co. 

The toss entry fee is $40 for a
two-person team with prizes to
be determined depending on turn
out. 

Meanwhile, Humble Farmer
co-owners Eric and Matthew
Strahm will be assisted by two
companions on the team "Pulitzer
Prize Pork." Along with the bar-
becue they will have a side of
coleslaw. 

"It's a pretty neat event," said
Eric. "It's great to have some-
thing to do in the spring. And
people here seem to really enjoy

the cooking competitions."
Meanwhile the "Buzz-More

Racing" team headed by chef Bill
Stacy will have a side dish of
deep-fried cauliflower prepared
by Rusty Paine. That is a bit odd
since the team also includes
gourmet chili chef George

Morris, who is lending his chili to
a competitor. It may just be the
day's festivities will all be in
good fun to benefit local youth.

"It's good deal to bring people
out of their houses and down-
town to enjoy the community,"
Morris said.
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Semana del 1 de abril

Diario de una Joven Bipolar
(Originalmente transmitido en Octubre 2016)

Un gran libro que nos introduce al lado desconocido del trastorno
bipolar, desde la perspectiva personal de la persona quien fue diagnos-
ticado desde muy temprana edad. La autora nos da un recuento del día
a día, de como es vivir con esta enfermedad. Milza Lopez, nos hablara

de su experiencias personales de vivir con el trastorno de Bipolar.

Milza Lopez
Autora y fotógrafa

Week of April 1st

Madness: A Bipolar Life
(Originally aired on November 2016)

“Madness will push you anywhere it wants. It never tells you
where you’re going, or why. It tells you it doesn’t matter, it 

persuades you. It dangles something sparkly before you, 
shimmering like that water patch on the road up ahead. You will
drive until you find it, the treasure, the thing you most desire.”

-Marya Hornbacher, Madness: A Bipolar Life

Marya Hornbacher
Author, Professor and Journalist

Woman’s Club of Holtville
April Schedule

April 3 - Meeting 1:00 p.m. Annual Spring Tea. Bring
children’s underwear for Betty Jo McNeece Home. 
April 9 -   9:30am Book Section.
April 23  - 9:30am Ex. Board meeting

Farmers Market & Street Fair
The City of Holtville will be holding its first Farmers
Market and Street Fair on Thursday, March 28 from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Holt Park.  Go to the city’s website
at www.holtville.ca.gov for more information.

American Legion Bingo
Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, March 28. Doors open
at 5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m. Public is wel-
come. Please join us and support our Veterans and
Active Duty Service Members! More info, call 619-
807-8431.

Holtville Rotary Club Pulled Pork Cook-Off
The Holtville Rotary Club will be hosting its first-ever
Pulled Pork Cook-Off on Saturday, March 30 from 5 to
10 p.m. in Holt Park. The event is a fundraiser for the
organization so that it can continue to support the com-
munity. Entry fee is $250 and includes the minimum
amount of meat required per team. More may be pur-
chased for an additional amount. Entry fee also includes

county health permit fee. Music by Sweet Rock.
Contact Ross Daniels at (760) 455-6988 for entry infor-
mation.

Holtville Cleanup Day
Saturday, April 6 from 6 a.m. until 12 noon. Drop-off
site will be at the old city dump at 2199 Bonds Corner
Road (South Walnut Ave.). Residents only, no business-
es. Household waste, furniture, appliances, electronics
and up to nine tires. Please bring identification and your
water bill.

Holtville Derby Days
April 13 at 5:30 p.m. at the Imperial Valley Swiss Club
at 1585 E. Worthington Road. Races start at 6:30 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Holtville site of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Imperial Valley. Call (760) 344-2040 for more
information.

Halos & Tiaras Golf Tournament/Golf Ball Drop
April 20 at Barbara Worth Country Club. Enter a team
in the tournament or buy one of the numbered gold golf
balls that will be dropped from a helicopter for a chance
to win $10,000. Visit the Halos & Tiaras Facebook page
for full details.

Holtville Car Show
May 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Holt Park.

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAR. 28: Brielle Rese Iten, Adam Fjeldsted, Joel Moseback, Tisha
Nelson, Alissa Ludwig, Jack Vessey.
MAR. 29: Mike Johnston, Brendon Wolfe, Brogan Tanaka, Katie
Turner.
MAR. 30: Mitch Kellum, Jackie Turner, Renita Schaffner,Tony
Chiaramonte†
MAR. 31: Meredith Rose Hilfiker, Kyle Ward, Cindy Santistevan,
Scott Schmidt.
APR. 01: Merritt Merten, Anita Martinez
APR.02: Brian Emanuelli, Jared Allegranza, Alan Bornt, Scotty
McLaughlin, Hayley Brown, Nancy Camacho, Scott Hawkins, Jose
Arteaga, Hadley Jordan Guillen.
APR. 03: Lisa Elizabeth Enz, Victor Gillespie, Michelle Young,
Farias, Travis Wellcome, Anthony DePaoli, Michael Eugene
Wohlford.

Anniversaries
MAR. 28 : Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Brady
MAR. 30: Mr. & Mrs. Charley Kemp
MAR. 31: Mr. & Mrs. Chris Strahm
APR.   03: Mr. & Mrs. Eric Hawk

Woman’s Club of Holtville cordially invites you to
attend 

Annual Spring Tea 
(Wear your favorite hat)

(Prizes for best hat and best homemade hat)

April 3, 2019 at 1:00 PM
219 East Sixth Street

$10 per person, includes a raffle ticket
Friends and Family welcome. But seating is limited. 

Please make reservations by: March 27, 2019 to
Judy Cradic (760) 427-8956 or email

judycradic@gmail.com

New Kid In Town: Pulled Pork Next Up For Chefs In Holtville

PULLED PORK will be showcased at this Saturday evening’s
innaugural Pulled Pork Cook Off in Holt Park. Sponsored by the
Holtville Rotary Club, the competition will be held from 5 to 10
p.m. and is open to the public.



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

After months of debate, the
Holtville City Council on March
25 approved the use of cargo con-
tainers in residential neighbor-
hoods as long as certain condi-
tions are met.

The containers must be refur-
bished to resemble the property's
main structure. The council unan-
imously passed the ordinance and
the zoning change goes into
effect in 30 days. 

The action was taken in
response to a recommendation

made by the city planning com-
mission in November. 

The move follows nearly a
year of controversy between city
officials and residents who start-
ed using the containers in resi-
dential areas. Previously, the con-
tainers were allowed in industrial
areas.

The planning commission
noted improved containers con-
formed to the city general plan. It
was decided if improved they are
similar to accessory buildings,
which are permitted in residential
zones because they will not cause
substantial reduction in the value

of the property.
Ross Daniels, chair of the

planning commission, explained
in a phone interview after the
vote that if owners make their
cargo container look like an actu-
al building instead of a freight
shipping receptacle he is agree-
able to the change.

"I'm sure some people will be
unhappy. But the new amend-
ment helps with the overall beau-
tification of the residential neigh-
borhoods where some citizens
are now keeping containers but
must now comply with regula-
tions," he said.

The ordinance stipulates
improved cargo containers be
modified to preclude them from
future use by a transportation
entity, with siding material and a
color consistent with the proper-

ty's main structure, thus constitut-
ing an accessory structure.

Gary Rodgers, Bernardo
Millan and Steve Clark, residents
with cargo containers, met with
the planning commission in sum-
mer 2018 to discuss the fact their
containers were unlawful. Each
now said he is pleased with the
outcome. 

Rodgers thanked the city
council and noted it had been a
months-long process but citizens
were allowed to express concerns
and are now willing to comply
with regulations.

"I'll upgrade my con-
tainer with a shingled roof,
wooden siding and paint it the
same color as my home," said
Rodgers.

Rodgers added his container
is surrounded by a fence, just the

top portion can be seen from the
street and it is set back more than
five feet from his property line. 

"I'll go through the permitting
process, same as for any struc-
ture," he said. "I'm hoping we'll
have a window of opportunity for
60 days to get to code. But we
have absolutely no complaints
from neighbors."

Millan, who said he removed
his container from his home last
summer and stored it at a family
member's property located in the
industrial zone, plans to relocate
his container, which already has
siding, flat wood roof and is
painted the same as his home.

Clark, too, explained his con-
tainer was improved to resemble
his home and that he is pleased
city officials granted additional
time to arrive at a resolution.
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To submit an obituary give us a call at
(760) 356-2995 

or email us the information: 
holtvillenews@aol.com

Woman’s Club
of Holtville

219 East Sixth Street
Holtville, CA 92250

Thursday, March 28, 2019
Where: Clubhouse

Time: Noon to 6:00 p.m.
Cost: $10.00

Dessert Included
Drive-through or Eat-in

Lunch Time Delivery for Schools and Local Businesses
Call (760) 996-2781 to place your order.

can produce high-resolution
images of crop stress and drainage
issues such as drought or flooding.

"Alfalfa can be a major issue
because of the dodder weed, a par-
asitic annual weed that surrounds
crops and sucks the life out of it,"
said Dahm. "The way to get rid of
it is burn it with a propane torch.  I
give farmers more pinpoint preci-
sion of location.  We started in fall
of 2016 and business is starting to
pick up more interest. There's lots
more information in drone tech-
nology now and it's ever increas-
ing."

Dorsey added the Ag Expo is a
great event that gets people in tune
with where their food comes from
and what farmers are doing in
Imperial Valley. 

"There's also a Youth Ag
Summit to let students know how
many careers there are in agricul-
ture," he said. "They don't have to
be a farmer to remain engaged in
Imperial Valley agriculture.
There's ag science education, seed,
equipment or real estate sales and
so much more."

With Imperial Valley on its
fourth or fifth generation of farm-
ers since water first flowed from
the Colorado River in 1901, that

heritage has a practical side-youth
understanding of agriculture, and
not just for farm families.  

As such, Jennifer Sutter, an
Imperial Valley Regional
Occupational Program manager,
attended the expo with 500 local
high school students as part of
Youth Summit. The students spent
the morning touring four ag busi-
nesses: Helena Ag Enterprises, All
American Grain, Superior Cattle
and Top Notch Seed. The after-
noon was spent at the Ag Expo.

"Imperial Valley agriculture
has so much to offer the communi-
ty, from ag production to feed lots
to sales," said Sutter. "I hope stu-
dents explore all career options,
continue the tradition and stay in
the valley."

Malei Tipton, a senior at
Southwest High School in El
Centro, volunteered to work at the
summit. She is aiming for a degree
in ag science with a focus on dis-
ease research with hopes of
becoming a veterinarian. 

"I got into 4-H at nine years
old and fell in love with agricul-
ture," she said. "Today it's all
about leadership, learning to grow
as individuals while still cultivat-
ing teamwork."

Ag Expo...........from page one

Orchard Road...........from page one

NUMEROUS STUDENTS PARTICIPATE in the Youth Ag
Summit held in conjunction with the second annual Ag Expo at
the I.V. Expo in Imperial. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Imperial County is pleased to
announce the availability of
Agricultural Benefit Program
funding to match qualifying
scholarships awarded by other
organizations in a total amount
not to exceed $3,000 per student
per academic year. To be a
Qualifying Scholarship eligible
for this match, the scholarship
must go to an Imperial County
student, and the organization's
scholarship requirements must
show that it is degree specific for
agriculture or closely related
fields.

For the purpose of this pro-
gram, the County will not be
accepting or reviewing applica-
tions from students, but rather
working with organizations to
match qualifying scholarships. 

To participate, organizations
should provide us with the fol-
lowing as soon as available:
•  Name of your organization,
contact name(s), and contact
information (please include

email)
•  Information on the scholar-
ship(s) awarded by your organi-
zation that may qualify for a
match including each scholar-
ship's requirements
•  The approximate date(s) that
you will determine your scholar-
ship recipients
•  The names of the award recipi-
ents, as soon as they become
available. 

We will let you know whether
or not your scholarship qualifies
for a match from this fund. 

Please submit your list of
recipients and award amounts for
each qualifying scholarship by
May 15. If you are not able to
meet that deadline, please contact
us. We also need a completed
"Student Information Form"
from each student. This form
must be received by June 1,
unless we receive prior notice of
a circumstance, which prevents
submittal by that time, and
approve the late submission.

The student and their family
will be invited to attend an award
program at a Board of
Supervisors meeting, tentatively
to be held at the end of June.
Board meetings are usually on
Tuesday mornings.

For more information, con-
tact the Agricultural
Commissioner's Office at (442)
265-1500 or go in to 852
Broadway in El Centro.

Email addresses include:
Sandra Mendivil, Special

Projects Coordinator sandramen-
divil@co.imperial.ca.us 

Jolene Dessert, Assistant
Agricultural Commissioner
jolenedessert@co.imperial.ca.us 

Carlos Ortiz, Agricultural
Commissioner carlosortiz
@co.imperial.ca.us 

The Board of Supervisors
would like to assist as many stu-
dents as possible, so please pass
this information on to any other
organizations with scholarship
programs that may qualify.

Imperial County Board Of Supervisors
Agricultural Benefit Scholarship Match

Mary Helen Dollente said of the
Holtville project in an interview.
"The city council is not going to

provide money to help with the
damage the trucks do where all
the residences are between Haven
and Edwards Road."

Meanwhile, she added, the
Alliance will also fight to get
funding for Orchard improve-
ments included in the projects
financed through revenues from
increased fuel taxes and vehicle
fees under the 2017 state Senate
Bill-1. The county has a work-
shop to hear public input sched-
uled for April 10 at 6 p.m. in the
county board chambers at 940 W.
Main St., El Centro.

"I strongly encourage your
attendance at this meeting so that
they see that our strength is in
numbers of those of us concerned
with the ongoing safety issues in
our neighborhood!" Dollente
wrote in a March 23 email to
Alliance members

"Every time I meet with John

Gay (county public works direc-
tor), I bring up why Orchard
Road wasn't included on the list
of SB-1 road repairs. I was told
they respond to calls and com-
plaints," she added in the inter-
view. 

"If they repaved Orchard
between Haven and Edwards
(roads) it would help with the
freight truck vibrations because
the cracks in the road are getting
worse," stressed Dollente.
"People are still blasting through,
running the stop sign (at Nimura
Road) and cars are passing trucks
on the shoulder. We have cracks
on the walls of the garage and
every time a freight truck passes,
we can feel it in our home." 

The Alliance won a partial vic-
tory in late 2018 when the county
agreed to lower the speed limit on
Orchard from 55 miles per hour
to 45. Still unresolved are resi-
dents' demands to further lower
speeds to 25 mph and reduce
truck traffic.

Holtville Council OKs Improved Cargo Containers 
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Otero Plan for D.A.'s Office Gets Mixed Response
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

AND RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Just hours after county prose-
cutors announced on the court-
house steps March 20 they were
ending their eight-day strike
despite a continued labor
impasse, their boss and county
board members emerged with
their own plan to ease the strife.

District Attorney Gilbert
Otero and members of the county
board announced a plan created
by Otero for some wage and posi-
tion restructuring in his office
they said would help retain pros-
ecutors.

More than a dozen members
of the Imperial County Deputy
District Attorney's Association
took their labor action on March
12. They complained noncompet-
itive wages were leading to high
turnover that caused chronic
vacancies and excessive case-
loads. They accused the county
of not negotiating in good faith
for about 18 months.

Reached by telephone on
March 25, association president
Twyla Johnson had little to say.

"I was not there and nobody
has really filled us in on the exact
terms of that (agreement between
Otero and the county)," Johnson
said. "I'm a little skeptical that it
was anything set in stone. I don't
know how it was phrased and
really how it was presented."

She added she had not per-
sonally spoken with Otero.

"We're kind of just getting
back into the swing of our cases,"
Johnson said, referring to the
strike.

Johnson said the county
Human Resources Department
and her union were going back
and forth on contract language
but that "we're in no hurry to sign
any contract," she added.

In his joint press conference
with county board Chairman
Ryan Kelley and Supervisor Luis
Plancarte, Otero said,  "The
office has lost five DDAs (deputy
district attorneys) since the fiscal
year began (July 1). It is my
desire to stem the loss of attor-

neys. But we came up with an
agreement with the county. It's
not the best solution but in the
spirit of negotiations it was a
pragmatic approach by both sides
and arrived at something agree-
able."

Officials stressed Otero's plan
was not a settlement with the
prosecutor's union. The plan has
not been voted on by the county
board that will next meet April 9.

Kelley said, "The county has
a budget constraint but this agree-
ment will not have any impact on
the budget." 

Otero noted currently vacant
are six deputy district attorney
positions and one legal clerk's
position. He offered the county to
not fill one of the deputy posi-
tions and drop the legal clerk's
position, a burden he admitted. 

"Our most experienced attor-
neys were leaving to work for
other counties with higher pay,"
he added. "But there's no guaran-
tee based on what I've done
today. But the county controls the
budget and they (other counties)
outbid me all the time." 

Otero further explained his
action by saying forfeiting one
attorney it better than being down
four, that he would not want to
place that load on the deputies
and what he sacrificed was an
effort to achieve a better level of
negotiation.

The funds saved by dropping
one attorney and a clerical posi-
tion will be applied to recruit the
remaining positions as well as
preserving the others. The D.A.'s

office will now be able to take on
up to 20 attorneys, Otero said.

In addition, Otero has pro-
posed creating a new class of
deputy district attorney five that
will be compensated at salary
range from $99,986 to $127,702.
Meanwhile, he recommended the
three most senior deputy D.A.s
advance to a range from
$110,766 to $141,375.

Mental Health Center.................from page one

she addressed those in atten-
dance.

"Let's hope Jackson House
marks the start of more compre-
hensive services" for those with
mental health disorders in
Imperial County, she added.

Dignitaries posed for photo-
graphs taking up the ceremonial
first shovels of dirt. In reality,
heavy equipment nearby was
evidence work at the site had
already begun. 

The location is adjacent to
Interstate 8 and roughly behind
the Home Depot store. It is on
the northeast quadrant of South
Fourth Street and Wake Avenue,
the nearest major intersection.

The area includes other med-
ical facilities, offices, retail
space and restaurants. The clos-
est residential area is Desert
Trails RV Park and Golf Course
at Wake and Second. 

The Jackson House project
was approved by the city of El
Centro about a year ago. 

While in the face of over-
whelming public opposition the
El Centro City Council on June
19, 2018, denied a proposal to
open a housing facility for feder-
al inmates near the city's down-
town retail area, the Jackson
House project faced no such
opposition.

It is a public-private partner-
ship between county Behavioral
Health (public) and Alvarado
Parkway Institute Behavioral
Health System (private) of San
Diego.

Expected to open Sept. 1, the
6,448-square-foot facility will
provide short-term treatment for
those with acute addiction and
mental health problems. It will
have 15 beds and a staff of 15 to

20 including physicians, nurses,
psychologists, licensed thera-
pists and social workers. 

Jackson House will be a 24-
hour facility with semi-private
rooms, private meeting rooms
for one-on-one client work,
indoor and outdoor meeting
spaces, large-group rooms, and
computer lab space, according to
information provided by API.

The facility will be for vol-
untary stays and not law enforce-
ment-based mental-health holds,
officials said.

Kuhlen added the facility
model is based on recovery in a
home-like setting necessary to
reintegrate back into society
those suffering from mental
health disorders.

She added the facility is
important in that it lessens the
burden on local emergency
rooms where mental-health
patients can sit for days awaiting
beds to open up in out-of-county
facilities in Riverside and San

Diego counties.
"This is not a cure-all by any

means," Kuhlen said after the
ceremony, but said it provides
another option in reducing the
congestion of mental-health
facilities.

Several API officials spoke
during the event, including
board member Josh Tolman who
said the firm had been working
on the development for nearly
two years.

"The leadership we have
seen from your county has been
impressive," Tolman said, and
added the facility will help "the
forgotten people of society."

The five-month project is
costing API about $1.5 million
in construction costs alone, API
General Counsel Chad
Engbrecht said after the ceremo-
ny. The project is being built by
Duggins Construction Co. of
Imperial. NEVER  MISS  AN  ISSUE!

Subscribe to your 
community 

newspaper today!
Give Us A Call 

At 
(760) 356-2995DIGNITARIES GATHER FOR the ceremonial first shovels of

dirt on the El Centro construction site of the Jackson House, the
first in-patient mental-health care facility in Imperial County.
RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN PHOTO

Santo Tomas Hearing Delayed
BY RICHARD 

MONTENEGRO BROWN

The date of the next hearing
in the city of Calexico's lawsuit
against Santo Tomas swap
meet and its operator, Juan
Carlos Gonzalez, has been
changed from March 28 to
April 5.

On March 13, Superior
Court Judge Jeffrey Jones
granted Calexico a temporary
injunction to close Santo
Tomas, with the city alleging it
was as "an unlawful swap
meet." 

The city served the tempo-
rary restraining order to close
the business on March 15.

The popular outdoor mar-
ketplace at 1102 V.V. Williams
Ave. sustained heavy damage
from a Dec. 8 fire that
destroyed about a quarter of its
vendor stalls. It was fully
closed in the wake of the fire.

The city gave Santo Tomas
a temporary permit to do busi-
ness in the swap meet's parking
lot Dec. 21 through Feb. 28.
However, Santo Tomas opened
its main vendor area to busi-
ness Feb. 6 in violation of city
orders and a multitude of city
and state building, electrical
and fire codes, the city alleged
in a suit seeking closure.

The city filed a lawsuit
against Santo Tomas and
Gonzalez on Feb. 26.

Tax Collector, Reminds All
Taxpayers 2nd Installment
Of Real Property Taxes Due

Karen Vogel, Treasurer-Tax
Collector, reminds all taxpayers
that the 2nd   installment of real
property taxes will become delin-
quent if not paid by 5:00 p.m. on
April 10, 2019.  Payments must
be in our office by 5:00 p.m. or
bear a postmark of April 10,
2019. Delinquent parcels will
receive a 10% penalty effective

April 11, 2019.
Property owners who have

paid their taxes through impound
accounts, but have recently refi-
nanced or 
paid off their home loans should
be aware that they may now be
responsible for paying the prop-
erty tax bills themselves.
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Border Patrol News

MONDAY,
MARCH 18

BROKEN DOOR: At 4:31
p.m. a Grape Avenue resident
reported that a small group of
juveniles had thrown rocks at
her sliding glass door, break-
ing it and then running off. 
ON THE JOB: At 5:19 p.m. a
deputy advised dispatchers
that he was stopping to check
on a vehicle parked near
Towland and Underwood
Roads. It turned out to belong
to an irrigator who was work-
ing in a nearby field.
PROBLEM CHILD: At 6:13
p.m. a call came in about a
juvenile causing damage to a
home in the northwest section
of the city. Deputies talked
with the homeowner and the
boy.
STAGGERING HOME: At
10:49 p.m. a deputy advised
dispatchers that he would be
stopping to talk to a pedestri-
an at Sixth and Cedar. The
man ended up being arrested
for suspicion of public intoxi-
cation.

TUESDAY,
MARCH 19

BURGLARY: At 12:25 a.m. a
resident of the apartments in
the 900 block of Holt Avenue
reported that three unknown
subjects had broken into his
apartment.

THURSDAY,
MARCH 21

FALSE ALARM: At 7:51
a.m. a security monitoring
company reported that a bur-
glar alarm had gone off at a
local church. An employee of
the company called back
before a deputy arrived on the
scene to say that someone
from the church had answered
the phone and was able to pro-
vide the proper password.
At 11:38 a.m. someone report-
ed being told that there was

someone with a knife in a
black car near the corner of
Sixth and Pine. Deputies were
dispatched to try to locate the
vehicle and its occupant.
SUSPICIOUS IS RIGHT: At
3:17 p.m. a deputy reported
stopping just west of Eighth
and Holt to make contact with
a suspicious-looking pedestri-
an. The deputy later advised
dispatchers that the man had
dropped a syringe.
STEALING SUNGLASSES:
At 6:06 p.m. someone was
reported to have stolen some
sunglasses from the local 7-
Eleven. Deputies were dis-
patched to speak with the
clerk and try to locate the sus-
pect.
SHOULDN’T DO THAT: At
8:38 p.m. a 911 call was
received from a home on
Walnut Avenue but the caller
wasn’t saying anything.
Deputies arrived to find that a
child had been playing with
the phone.

FRIDAY,
MARCH 22

DRIVE BY VANDALISM:
At 4:15 a.m. an Olive Avenue
resident reported that some-
one had just driven by his
home and threw a rock that
broke a window. Deputies
were unable to locate the per-
petrator responsible but took a
report on the incident.
BETTER GET THAT
FIXED SOON: At 4:54 a.m.
a deputy reported stopping a
motorist at Seventh and Pine
to let him know one of his
headlights was not working.
PHONE PROBLEMS: At
12:08 p.m. a 911 call was
received from a local school
but dispatchers couldn’t make
contact with anyone on call-
back. A deputy was told by
the office staff that the call
had been a mistake.
NOT WALKING TOO

WELL: At 6:06 p.m. a caller
reported that a man walking
westbound on East Seventh
Street appeared to be under
the influence of something. A
deputy was dispatched and
conducted a field sobriety
test.
AMMONIA LEAK?: At 8:05
p.m. a caller reported a strong
smell of ammonia on Bonds
Corner Road near the south
city limits. Firefighters were
dispatched and also detected a
strange smell in the area but
told dispatchers that they did-
n’t think it was an ammonia
leak.
OUTSTANDING ISN’T
ALWAYS A GOOD THING:
At 10:52 p.m. a deputy report-
ed stopping a female pedestri-
an at Fifth and Chestnut. The
woman was found to have a
warrant out for her arrest and
was taken into custody.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 23

LIGHTING UP THE
NEIGHBORHOOD: At 2:42
a.m. a resident reported that
someone was walking up and
down the alley behind the 700
and 800 blocks of Pine, and
neighbors’ motion sensor

lights were going off and on.
Deputies searched the neigh-
borhood but never found any
signs of anyone.

MONDAY,
MARCH 25

VEHICLE VS. POLE: At
12:18 a.m. a caller reported
that there had been a traffic
accident in the 1600 block of
East Alamo Road, just west of
town. Deputies arrived to find
that a driver had hit a power
pole. The Imperial Irrigation
District was asked to send
someone to deal with the elec-
trical issues.
TRAFFIC HAZARD: At
2:32 a.m. a deputy reported
stopping at Seventh and Beale
to remove some debris that
was in the roadway.
THEY’RE BARKING FOR
A REASON: At 2:51 a.m. a
resident reported lots of dogs
barking in the alley behind
their home on Olive Avenue
and requested extra patrols of
the neighborhood. A deputy
found someone in the area and
questioned him.
DON’T WASTE YOUR
SECOND CHANCE: At
11:57 a.m. a deputy advised
dispatchers that she was

pulling over a driver at Sixth
and Orange who had failed to
make a complete stop at the
intersection. The motorist was
let off with just a warning.
GOT UP THERE SOME-
HOW: At 5:25 p.m. a resi-
dent of the 500 block of
Figueroa called sheriffs to
report that a cat had been
stuck on the roof of the apart-
ments for about three days. A
deputy and the fire depart-
ment were dispatched to
check on the feline.
SOCIAL MEDIA PROB-
LEMS: At 7:27 p.m. deputies
were requested at a home just
outside of town, where a
female caller said that she had
been the victim of identity
theft. Deputies later reported
back that someone had appar-
ently hacked into the woman’s
social media and caused some
problems but that it didn’t
seem to be a crime.
WOULDN’T GO FAR: At
8:41 p.m. a caller reported
that her son was refusing to
leave with her when she tried
to pick him up from his grand-
parents’ home and had run off.
Deputies helped search the
neighborhood for him.

Border Patrol Arrests
Man with History of

Sexual Battery 

U.S. Border Patrol agents
assigned to the El Centro Sector
arrested a previously deported
man in Calexico last Sunday
morning.

On March 24, at around 2:28
a.m., agents assigned to the
Calexico Station, arrested a man
suspected of illegally entering the
U.S. approximately 3.5 miles east
of the Calexico Port of Entry.
Agents arrested the man and
transported him to the El Centro
station for immigration and crim-
inal history screening.

Border Patrol agents conducted
records checks, which revealed
that the man, a 36-year-old
Honduran national, was convict-
ed of Sexual Battery on Feb. 28,
2018 in Arlington County,
Virginia.  For that crime, the man
received a 12-month jail sen-
tence. 

The man is being held in feder-
al custody pending further crimi-
nal prosecution.

In fiscal year 2019, El Centro
Sector Border Patrol agents have
arrested and removed 13 individ-
uals either convicted or wanted
on sexual assault charges after
they entered the United States
illegally.

On Wednesday, April 10, the
Imperial County Public Works
Department will host a Roads
List Workshop to obtain feedback
from the community to assist in
the preparation of the list of
future roads to be repaired using

SB1 funds available. The work-
shop will be held at the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
Chambers located on the second
floor at 940 West Main Street in
El Centro beginning at 6:00 p.m.

The public is encouraged to

attend this workshop. Residents
will have the opportunity to pro-
vide recommendations and voice
their concerns on future road
improvement projects.

County Workshop Seeks Input
On Use Of SB1 Road Funds
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IID Advocates
Local Position In DC

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT representatives were  in
Washington D.C. this week attending Congressional hearings on
the Drought Contingency Plan, advocating for public health and
environmental protection from a declining Salton Sea.
IID COURTESY PHOTO



BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Imperial Valley College
offered a field archaeology class
several years ago and it visited
several local Native American
archaeological sites. Students
learned how to make an archaeo-
logical site record, including
recording GPS coordinates, tak-
ing photograph and identifying
artifacts. After four semesters of
the course, I developed an
immense appreciation for history.

One of the teacher's assistants
had an unforgettable bumper
sticker that read, "Ancient
Artifacts are More Precious than
Gold." Recently, I put that slogan
to good use.

On the last day of this year's
California Mid-Winter Fair &
Fiesta on March 10, I drove down
State Street in El Centro and was
surprised to see a new business

hosting an event. Antiques &
Auctions had its large warehouse
doors open and the building was
filled with vendors.

I immediately stopped in and
excitedly approached my next
potential Business Buzz story for
the Calexico Chronicle/Imperial
Valley Weekly. Behind a rough
sheet metal exterior was a lavish-
ly decorated antique store filled
with amazing historical artifacts,
many from the Imperial Valley.

Shop co-owners Tiffany
Mendoza and Bill Caldwell do
estate sales and sell antiques on
consignment for customers. The
store is filled from floor to ceiling
with local artifacts that date to a
time before the Colorado Desert
had its name changed to Imperial
Valley.

One amazing relic caught my
eye like a flashing neon sign--an
ornate bronze cash register
awoke a memory in my subcon-
scious. 

Mendoza walked over and
proudly said, "This is the original
cash register from Planters Hotel
in Brawley. It was made in 1913
and was one of the first models of
electric cash registers ever made.
Surprisingly, it still works."

Being born and raised in
Brawley, this artifact had a
tremendous significance to me.
My father's optometric practice is
100 years old this year and sits
across the street from where the
Planters Hotel stood before
Brawley's most iconic building
caught fire in 2009 and was later
demolished.

Telling a story about the regis-
ter she heard from the seller who
wishes to remain anonymous,

Mendoza explained, "Before
being hired at Planters, applicants
for cashier had to pay to take a
class to learn how to use the regis-

ter. The manager taught the class
outside in the summer sun to
make sure his employees could
work under pressure. Afterwards,
the potential employees were test-
ed and hired based on their per-
formance."

The cash register was origi-
nally priced at $2000. 

"We had several people from
Mexicali interested in it, but I
think a snowbird from Canada is
going to buy it. He offered $700,"
she recalled.

Hearing that, my body had a
physical reaction. I felt a panic
and great sense of urgency to res-
cue this important piece of history
from my hometown.

Continued on page 8

THE 1913 CASH register from
the Planters Hotel in Brawley
awaits a home at Antiques &
Auctions in El Centro. 
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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BY JAYSON BARNISKE

With its many vacant store
fronts, downtown El Centro has
the aura of place time has passed
by. A seeming beacon of hope,
the Antiques & Auctions shop at
455 W. State St., holds treasures
within, attracting shoppers by
day and illuminating the neigh-
borhood with its lighted front
window by night.

Tiffany Mendoza worked at
the Humane Society of Imperial
County for nearly five years
when she felt ready for a change
of career. That came with the aid
of family friend Bill Caldwell.

An avid collectables picker,
Caldwell sells merchandise at
several locations in Imperial,
Yuma and San Diego counties.
However, he never had a location
to store, restore, and sell his
treasures, so he was an ideal part-
ner in establishing Antiques &

Auctions, Mendoza explained.
"He finds all these amazing

antiques. He has been picking for
over 30 years." Mendoza said. "I
run every aspect of the store.
(That) includes finding and
organizing estate sales, working
with customers to sell antiques in
the store, organizing in-house
pop-ups and other events, hosting
auctions and about a million
other things."

The shop is riot of eclectic
items from the urbane to the
arcane: a tandem bicycle made
for circus monkeys, antique suit-
cases, old pictures, costume jew-
elry and vintage cameras.  

Mendoza opened a small
brown case filled with six aged
and very fragile red glass bulbs
with a clear liquid inside and
asked, "Do you know what this
is? It's an antique fire extinguish-
er. You would throw the glass ball
on a fire to put it out. We saw one
of these on 'American Pickers',

but they did not have a complete
set like this one. We found this
emptying out a local storage."

The antique fire extinguisher
was priced at $325. A bargain? A
rip off? That was to be deter-
mined in the haggling that
accompanies such transactions. It
did not take long for that ritual to
go on display.

As Mendoza explained how
parts of the building are more
than 100 years old, customer
Frank Miranda interrupted, "How
much for this hammer?" to which
Mendoza zipped, "Um….four
bucks."

Miranda sealed the deal with,
"I'll take it" and a handshake.

Fortunately, the cult of col-
lecting is one that welcomes ama-
teurs and professionals alike.
Mendoza explained that besides
buyers, the business helps those
interested in selling their treas-
ures.

"We sell a lot of the stuff in

our store on consignment. We
also do estate sales. For items that
have been in the store over 3
months, we host an auction open
to the public," she said. "Anyone

interested in learning more about
what we do can contact us
through ivantiquesandauctions.
com or come visit the store."

Antiques And Auctions A Gem In Downtown El Centro

TIFFANY MENDOZA, CO-OWNER of the Antiques & Auctions
shop in El Centro, shows off a recent find, an antique fire extin-
guisher. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Team Effort Helps Retain Piece Of Brawley History
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Planters.........................from page seven
After consulting with Robin

Dodge, a board member for the
Desert Museum in Ocotillo whom
I consult on historical matters, I
decided to ask Mendoza if she
would be willing to put a hold on
the item until I raised $700.
Dodge had inspired me to not let
the precious register go.

After speaking to Caldwell,
Mendoza agreed to put a hold on
the item for $100.

I went home and immediately
begin fundraising by contacting
potential donors. Brawley City
Council Member George Nava
was excited and pledged to help in
any way possible.

My father, Don Barniske of
Vision Care Center in Brawley,
was next to donate. He instantly
recognized the register from the
picture and proceeded to share a
risqué story about an evening at
Planters that is far too salty to
share in print.To get the future
leaders of Brawley involved, I
made some calls to some high
school friends. 

Art Morgan said, "This is so
cool. I would love to donate, and I
can't wait to see it in person. The
detail on the register is incredible.
I doubt we could reproduce this
today if we tried." 

Lastly, I spoke to Carson
Kalin. At the time of our conver-
sation I was unaware that he is the
current president of the board of
the Pioneers Museum.  Kalin's
mother, Louise Wiley, had an
office at Planters Hotel for many
years and actually owned the
hotel at one time. Kalin remi-
nisced by sharing stories of his
childhood running through the
hallways of the massive hotel.

He agreed to pay the remain-
ing balance and help in every way
possible to create a display for the
register at Brawley's section at the
Pioneers Museum.

Kalin remarked, "We have
several antique cash registers at
the museum but nothing as old or
as nice as this. I can't wait to see it
in person." 

Raised funds in hand, I

returned to Antiques & Auctions.
Upon hearing I had raised the

necessary funds, Mendoza said, "I
am so glad we found a way to
keep this register in the Imperial
Valley. It is an incredible piece of
our history that tells a great deal
about our past."  

The register was scheduled to
be moved to its new home at the
Pioneers Museum on March 27,
due to generous donors and the
accommodation of the museum
another day in its important histo-
ry - and thankfully not its last in
Imperial Valley. 

Once, during a middle school
rant about homework, I com-
plained to family friend Kim
Paulson about how boring I
thought history was. She told me
something I will never forget:
"History is important because
when you know where you have
been, you can make better choices
in the future."

Jayson Barniske is the
Business Buzz reporter.

This postcard of the Planters  Hotel was mailed from Brawley
on July 28, 1956.

This real photo postcard of the Planters Hotel was mailed
from Brawley on February 4, 1930 to a person in Phoenix,
Arizona. 

Postcards from the Carol Hann postcard collection

By Carol Hann

According to "Imperial Valley" by Tracy Henderson,  "The
name Planters was selected after a contest was conducted and

was chosen as the most meaningful since Brawley was the
shipping point of produce going out of the Valley. It was also

used as a mecca  for growers, shippers and planters, who gath-
er each year to handle cantaloupes, lettuce and other crops."

The hotel  was once considered the social entertainment venue
in Brawley and was constructed with money from Brawley

investors.  It opened in 1927.

Cautious Demolition Of Brooks Building Starts
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A somewhat complex
approach began the disman-
tling of the Brooks Jewelry
building in downtown El
Centro damaged beyond rea-
sonable repair by a Feb. 11
fire.

BTS Equipment
Unlimited, Inc. of San Diego,
contracted by owner Larry
Bratton, began to remove
remains of the second story
east wall at 598 W. Main
Street. Hand drills were used
first because the unreinforced
masonry threatens to collapse
upon its immediate neighbor-
ing building, 588 W. Main
Street. 

The work started March 25
is likely to proceed through
the remainder of the week,
noted Frank Soto, a communi-
ty development building offi-
cial of El Centro. 

BTS is expected to bring
in an excavator and loader
beginning next to perform
most of the debris removal.

"The building is expected
to be taken down to the slab,"
said Soto. "It should be com-
pleted by no later than April
26, but it could be sooner.
According to the contractor,
they will make efforts to keep
the dust to a minimum."

A BTS memo explained
that the day of demolition of
the upper story, they will need
to close all traffic on Main

Street between Fifth and Sixth
streets, as well as North Sixth
street that is already closed to
traffic. The firm also acknowl-
edged the urgency of the proj-
ect and pledged to work as
quickly and safely as possible. 

City Council Member
Cheryl Viegas-Walker
explained the fire department
has determined the Feb. 11
fire that ruined the Brooks
Building was an intentional
act. So far no arrests have
been made.

But anyone with informa-
tion is requested to contact
police Det. J. Malcomb at:
jmalcomb@ecpd.org 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Car Club Assembles For Carne Asada Run
BY LUIS BURGOS

Wax on, wax off. It is a ritual
with which most participants of
the 35th Annual Carne Asada run
are very familiar. Every car
owner at the Sunrunners Car
Club event meticulously detailed
their precious possessions while
onlookers were treated to some of
the finest automobiles of all time. 

The cars were presented on
the morning of March 16 at Eager
park in Imperial.

With dust a major nemesis in
Imperial County, participants
such as Larry from El Centro
kept up; he was seen furiously
wiping away at each panel of his
vintage Dodge pickup. 

"This is the first year I
brought the truck here. I'm a big
believer in preserving the history
that these cars hold and the sto-

ries they tell," he said. 
The popularity of the Carne

Asada Run was evident due to
those attending from  out of
town.

"This is our third year coming
down here, and we think it's
absolutely great," said Ron from
Missouri. "We spend most of the
year in Missouri, and come down
here for the winter, and we stay in
Yuma. We love the car club com-
munity here. I'm showing my
Corvette this year, and I love to
see the cars that other people
present here."

Sunrunners members dutiful-
ly went about the business of run-
ning the show, organizing car
placements and handling the
drawings and refreshments. 

"This event is our biggest
fundraiser of the whole year. Our
goal is to raise a good sum of
money to give back to the com-

munity," said Cheryl Taylor, club
treasurer. "We accomplish this by
donating to the Desert Cancer
Center of the Imperial Valley,
food banks, Imperial FFA and
Salvation Army."

Competition was afoot as
well with prizes awarded for the
most appealing vehicles.

"Today we have 35 trophies
paid for by sponsors," Taylor
added. "So every sponsor will be
out there checking out every sin-
gle car, awarding their trophy to
whichever they fancy the most,
and presenting the trophy to the
owner of the car at the end of the
day."

MORE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 12 THOSE ATTENDING THE Sunrunners Car Club annual Carne

Asada Run on March 16 at Eager Park in Imperial got to view
vintage cars up close and enjoy visiting on a sunny day.
LUIS BURGOS PHOTO
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PUBLIC NOTICE
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Legal 8845
Publish: March 28, April 4, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-184
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Good Times Smoke Shop
111 N. 8th St
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
942 Steven Street
Brawley, CA 92227
Full Name of Registrant:
Erik Lee DelaCerda
942 Steven Street
Brawley, CA 92227
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
I, Erik Lee DelaCerda Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Erik Lee DelaCerda

The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 7,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 6, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6181     
Publish: Mar.  28, Apr. 4, 11, 18,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-185
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Good Times Smoke Shop II
201 S. 5th St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
942 Steven Street
Brawley, CA 92227
Full Name of Registrant:
Erik Lee DelaCerda
942 Steven Street
Brawley, CA 92227
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
I, Erik Lee DelaCerda Declare that
all of the information in this state-

ment is true and correct.
Signature: Erik Lee DelaCerda
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 7,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 6, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6182       
Publish: Mar.  28, Apr. 4, 11, 18,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE



NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
David Rene Moiola, aka David
R. Moiola, aka David Moiola
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000441 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  David Rene Moiola,
aka David R. Moiola, aka
David Moiola
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Linda Marie Moiola in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Linda Marie Moiola be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be

admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: April 5, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the

later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of

any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 S. 8th St., Ste. A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Endorsed: March 14, 2019    
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido, Deputy
Legal 6180   
Publish: Mar. 21, 28, Apr. 4, 2019 

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 19-AF-001
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pursuant

to Health and Safety Code sec-
tion 11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 19-AF-001:
$2,921.66 U.S. Currency, the
estimated/appraised value is

$2,921.66 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Interstate 8 W.
Forrester, El Centro, CA 92243
in connection with violation of
Penal Code Section 182 and
Health and Safety Code Section
11370.6.

Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,
you must within 30 days of the
first day of the publication of this

Notice, file a verified claim, stat-
ing your interest in the seized
property with the Civil
Department of the Imperial
County Superior Court, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.

You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim
directed to the Asset Forfeiture

Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940
W. Main Street, Suite 102, El
Centro, CA 92243. Use the
appropriate control number listed
above in any correspondence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5781 
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, 2019

Holtville Tribune, Thursday, March 28, 2019  PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU000794
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Ethan Joseph
Peña, Feb. 12, 2001 filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Ethan Joseph Peña
February 12, 2001
Proposed name:
Ethan Joseph Ayon

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this mat-
ter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be
granted. Any person objecting to
the name changes described
above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant

the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 30, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county
(specify newspaper):  Holtville
Tribune
Date:  March 4, 2019
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: March 4, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By R. Marquez, Deputy
Legal 8837  
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-178
The following person is conducting
business as:
JV Air Conditioning
770 Cedar Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jesus A. Vega
770 Cedar Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
March 1, 2019.
I, Jesus A. Vega Declare that all of
the information in this statement is

true and correct.
Signature: Jesus A. Vega
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 5, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 4, 2024. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8840      
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4,
2019

CLASSIFIED ADS

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:
ECU000767
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Francisco
Navarro Rios filed a petition
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Francisco Navarro Rios
Proposed name:
Francisco Espinoza

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any per-
son objecting to the name

changes described above must
file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a
hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 15, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243

A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the
date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper
of general circulation, printed
in this county (specify newspa-
per):  Holtville Tribune 
Date:  February 14, 2019
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: February 14, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By D. Garrido, Deputy
Legal 8836 
Publish: Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28,
2019

Public Notice of Intent of
Forfeit
Control No. 19-AF-002
The following property/money
are subject to forfeiture pursuant
to Health and Safety Code section
11469 et.seq.:
Control No.: 19-AF-002:
$19,326.00 U.S. Currency, the
estimated/appraised value is
$19,326.00 U.S. United States
Currency seized at Interstate 8 W.
Forrester, El Centro, CA 92243 in
connection with violation of
Penal Code Section 182 and
Health and Safety Code Section
11370.6.

Procedures to forfeit the above
property are under way. If you
claim an interest to this property,
you must within 30 days of the
first day of the publication of this

Notice, file a verified claim, stat-
ing your interest in the seized
property with the Civil
Department of the Imperial
County Superior Court, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.

You must also provide the
Imperial County District
Attorney’s Office with an
endorsed copy of the claim direct-
ed to the Asset Forfeiture
Coordinator, Imperial County
District Attorney’s Office, 940 W.
Main Street, Suite 102, El Centro,
CA 92243. Use the appropriate
control number listed above in
any correspondence.
By: Sidney Hester, Sr.
Senior Deputy District Attorney
Legal 5780 
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-159
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
H and P Mining, Prospecting
2906 Annapolis Avenue
Salton City, CA 92275
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

2906 Annapolis Avenue
Thermal, CA 92274
Full Name of Registrant:
Larry Gordon Hamilton
2906 Annapolis Avenue
Thermal, CA 92274
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business

under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Larry Gordon Hamilton
Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Larry Gordon
Hamilton
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 25,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 24, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to

the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong,  Deputy
Legal 5774      
Publish:  Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019
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Sunrunners Car Club
Holds 35th Annual
Carne Asada Run

LOCAL CAR ENTHUSIASTS were wowed by the sights at last
weekend’s Sunrunners Car Club Carne Asada Run in Imperial.
The Holtville Car Show is right around the corner, set for
Saturday, May 11 in Holt Park.    LUIS BURGOS PHOTOS
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