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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

When opportunity knocked
one summer while attending den-
tal school, Holtville dentist Gayle
Cheatwood grabbed on as if
extracting an impacted wisdom
tooth and gained experience that
since been a second calling.

Finishing up a second year at
Creighton University,
Cheatwood was invited by Newt
Orton to spend the summer in the

Central African Republic doing
dental missionary work 45 years
ago. Despite having to raise
funds to support himself and
complete a dental clinic require-
ment upon his return to school,
he was determined to see it
through.

"This was just too exciting an
opportunity to pass up," said
Cheatwood. "Half way through
my first month I got malaria. It
was my initiation into the tropical
world. But after a week, I recov-

ered."
There were no medical regu-

lations in the Republic but if
there had been the mission den-
tists probably exceeded them, he
noted, while insisting American
dentistry is the best in the world.

Mission dentists followed all
the protocols they were taught
and even though local people
spoke French or Sango,
Cheatwood recalled immediately

Continued on page 4

Icing on the Cake:
Holtville Students
Perfect Culinary Skills

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The steep pitch students
sometimes must navigate to mix
all proper ingredients ofvocation-
al training was smoothed out by a
fast track program that March 28
celebrated graduation among its
first successful group.

The Holtville Unified School
District's Culinary Arts Pathway
is an adult education plan that
combines skilled trade instruc-
tion with English as a second lan-
guage for adult students.

There were 10 students
empowered to master the tech-

niques of the Wilton Method of
Cake Decoration. They were pre-
sented with certificates of com-
pletion by Fernanda Ledezma,
the district's Pathway coordina-
tor.

The cake decorating class is a
collaboration between Holtville
schools and the Sister Evelyn
Mourey Center, an El Centro-
based nonprofit assistance organ-
ization where the classes were
held. The day marked the success
of the first collaborative class.

Continued on page 3

HOLTVILLE DENTIST GAYLE Cheatwood points out photos in his waiting room of patients he
has served in when he is abroad performing dental mission work.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

President Trump To Visit Imperial County
BY RICHARD 

MONTENEGRO BROWN

President Donald J. Trump will visit
Imperial County on April 5 to see a newly
completed section of the "promised bor-
der wall," a White House official told this
newspaper on background April 1. 

"During this visit, the President will
participate in a roundtable with local law
enforcement officials and will then pro-
ceed to a briefing and tour of the com-
pleted section of the wall. President
Trump has not yet visited this section of
the border," according to the White
House official.

Trump will arrive at the Naval Air

Facility El Centro aboard Air Force One
late morning on April 5 in a California
trip that also includes Los Angeles.
Trump will reportedly visit the U.S.
Border Patrol El Centro Sector headquar-
ters in Imperial to meet with local law
enforcement officers and then visit the
border in Calexico. 

Initially, the only local confirmation
of the visit came from the U.S. Border
Patrol El Centro Sector.

"President Trump is planning to come
out here, but details unfortunately are
being handled by the White House press
team," Assistant Border Patrol Chief
Agent David S. Kim said April 1.

"On the Border Patrol side, we're
assisting with his security contingent,"
Kim added.

The Imperial County Sheriff's Office,
as well as the Calexico Police
Department, are also assisting the U.S.
Secret Service in the security detail.

Reached  April 2, a NAF official
declined to discuss the base's prepara-
tions for the President's flight.

The New York Times first reported
March 31 that Trump would visit
Calexico this week to tour the border. 

The visit comes amid increasing con-
troversy over immigration, Trump's
threats to close the border if Mexico does
not help slow the flow of illegal immi-
grants and Trump's recent declaration of
a national emergency to obtain funding
for building border barriers.

A 2.25-mile section of the border bar-
rier on Calexico's west side was replaced

with a 30-foot-high "bollard-style" barri-
er with narrowly spaced steel posts. The
previous barrier was 18 feet high and
solid.

The project, completed in fall 2018,
was initiated under the Obama
Administration in 2009 but construction
did not begin until 2018 under the Trump
Administration, a federal official said. 

Completion of the $18 million project
was marked by an Oct. 26 visit from U.S.
Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen M.
Nielsen who held a press conference in
its looming shadow, stating "walls work."

Vice President Mike Pence also visit-
ed Imperial County on April 30,
2018,amid increasing attention to illegal
immigration.

Trump Visit Gets Mixed
Reaction, Hope Is He Listens

GRADUATES OF THE 2019 Holtville Unified School District's
Culinary Arts Pathway program in El Centro, March 28.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Holtville Dentist Senses Spiritual
Tug for Missionary Work

BY RICHARD 
BROWN MONTENEGRO

President Donald J. Trump's planned visit to
Imperial County on April 5 to tour the border
and speak with law enforcement officials was
met with mostly positive reactions in the days
prior to the arrival.

Imperial County Board Supervisors
Chairman Ryan Kelley said April 2 he had not
heard from anyone about Trump's impending
trip or whether county officials would have the

opportunity to meet and discuss issues with the
president. However, he said he was hopeful that
might be the case.

"I'm happy to hear he's coming. I'm hoping
he takes a little bit more time than visiting the
border," Kelley said, adding he would like to dis-
cuss the New River, the Salton Sea, the local
economy, and the amount of federal lands for
which the county does not receive property tax
dollars, among other issues.

Continued on page 9



BY MARCIA R. 
JENNINGS 

"It was 1931, the depression
years," says Todd Thornburg,
"and my grandfather, William
James Thornburg Sr., and his
wife, my grandmother,
Marguerite, were seated in the
front seat of their Nash, and their
two young sons sitting in the
backseat."

Parked somewhere in El
Centro, the family's mood, he
continues, was despondent.

"My grandfather turned to
my grandmother and said, 'I have
a nickel. How much do you
have?' Digging in her purse, she
showed him the two cents she
had," Todd says. "They had
enough to buy milk and bread to
feed their two kids that night, but
they didn't know what they were
going to do after that."

The next day, he relates, at
first did not dawn any brighter

"My grandfather went look-
ing for work again. When he
came back home, he was carrying
a bag of groceries. Surprised, my
grandmother wanted to know
where he'd gotten the money to
buy food," Todd says. 

"It turns out my grandfather
happened to run into a friend who
he'd loaned $5 to. Fortunately, the
friend remembered and repaid
him. Things soon got better,
though. My grandfather found a
job with M. Lapidus & Sons of
Chicago, Ill., managing a packing
shed the company owned in
Heber."

Todd Thornburg shares this
story with the love of a historian.
Born after the fact, he grew up
listening to stories like this one,
and many others. He is able to
retell these stories in part because
of the rich sharing of information
between his grandfather and his
father, William James Thornburg
Jr., and also because his father
took the time to actively preserve
and share the family's history-
whether in written form, spoken,
or recorded on cassettes.

From these stories, Todd was
to learn about his great-grandfa-
ther, William Henry Harrison
Thornburg, who was born in
1833 in Laporte County, Ind. As
soon as he was old enough, he
struck out on his own, moving to
Ala-makee County, Iowa, where
he purchased 160 acres. 

"My great-grandfather mar-
ried my great-grandmother, Sallie
Oresta Curtis," says Todd, "and
soon after they moved to Cutler,
Iowa, where he went into the saw
milling business." 

But in 1859, William Henry's
wanderlust returned and he
decided to move his family again.
This time he headed to Colorado
joined by Sallie's father, James
Curtis, and her brother, D. T.
Curtis. They set out toward Pike's
Peak. 

"On the old trail along the
Platte (River)," says Todd, "they
met so many disappointed people
returning from Colorado, that
they decided to push on to
California. They crossed the
plains with ox teams and wagons.
My great-grandfather walked the

whole distance. Their journey
ended in Turlock in Stanislaus
County, Calif."

This wasn't the end to their
journeys, though. In 1862-1865,
Todd's great-grandfather went
back east to fight in the Civil
War, survived and stayed to farm
in Iowa for a while, and five
years later made the move back
to Turlock, where he farmed 300
acres, growing alfalfa and run-
ning a dairy. 

Finally, in the early 1900's,
satisfied that he was there to stay,
he built a comfortable Dutch
Colonial home on the corner of
East Olive Avenue and Palm
Street. Incidentally, that house
was relocated, in what the Nov.
20, 2015, issue of the Turlock
Journal called " . . . one of the
largest house moving projects
Turlock had ever seen."

But going back to William
James Thornburg Sr. - first we
have to ask,what did he do before
he started working with M.
Lapidus & Sons? In the retelling,
you will find points of similari-
ties between Todd's great-grand-
father and his grandfather. Both
were, whether out of necessity or
not, adventurous and enterprising
men, but most notably - it can be
said that both had it in their hearts
to travel.  

Todd's grandfather, William
James Sr., was born in Modesto
in 1884. Like his father, he was
also a man of the earth. He first
did some farming in Turlock,
then decided to follow the pro-
duce - selling cantaloupes in the
agricultural areas of California. In
1911 he came to Brawley and
stayed at the Bungalow Hotel dur-

Continued on page 8
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Semana del 8 de abril

Servicios para Veteranos del condado de Imperial
(Originalmente transmitido en Octubre del 2014)

Los veteranos tienen una variedad de posibles necesidades de apoyo,
incluido el apoyo para la salud mental. Únase a nosotros mientras
hablamos con el Oficial de Servicios de Veteranos local sobre el 
acceso, el apoyo y como el Condado Imperial se preocupa por 
aquellos que arriesgan su vida por nuestra seguridad y libertad.

Roberto H. Avila
Representante de Servicios para Veteranos del 

Condado de Imperial

Week of April 8th

Imperial County Veteran’s Service Organization
(Originally aired on October 2014)

Veterans have a range of possible support needs, including 
behavioral health support. Join us as we speak to the local

Veteran’s Service Officer about access, supports, and how Imperial
County cares for those who put their lives on the line for our 

safety and freedom. 

Robert H. Avila
Veteran Services Officer

Imperial County Veteran Services Office

Woman’s Club of Holtville
April Schedule

April 9 -   9:30am Book Section.
April 23  - 9:30am Ex. Board meeting

Holtville Athletics Spring BBQ
Friday, April 5 at the Holtville Athletic Club on Zenos
Road from 4 to 6 p.m.

Holtville Cleanup Day
Saturday, April 6 from 6 a.m. until 12 noon. Drop-off site
will be at the old city dump at 2199 Bonds Corner Road
(South Walnut Ave.). Residents only, no businesses.
Household waste, furniture, appliances, electronics and
up to nine tires. Please bring identification and your
water bill.

Pine Community Club Raffle
Raising Funds for Pine School

Anyone interested in purchasing tickets can do so at Pine
School  from 8:00am - 3:30pm or you can buy tickets at
the Holtville Park on April 10th when winners will be
announced.
1st Place: 4 Disneyland Tickets & $250 Marriott 

Gift Card
2nd Place: 4 Disneyland Tickets
3rd Place: 4 Sea World Tickets

American Legion Bingo
Thursday, April 11 between 5:00-6:30 p.m. Bingo and a
bite to eat; Ham, scalloped potatoes, fresh green beans,
salad, roll, and dessert, $12.00 plate. Dine-in or carry out,
stay and play if desired. Join us at The American Legion

Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, corner of 6th and
Cedar Ave. Proceeds benefit Veterans in Imperial
County.
Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, April 25. Doors open at
5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m. Public is welcome.
Please join us and support our Veterans and Active Duty
Service Members! More info; 619-807-8431.

Holtville Derby Days
April 13 at 5:30 p.m. at the Imperial Valley Swiss Club
at 1585 E. Worthington Road. Races start at 6:30 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Holtville site of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Imperial Valley. Call (760) 344-2040 for more
information.

Holtville Farmers Market & Street Fair
April 18 from 6 to 9 p.m. in Holt Park. Hear Big Bad
Wolf perform, visit your favorite vendors and try some of
the delicious food while it’s still cool outside.

Easter Egg Hunt in Holt Park
April 20 at 10 a.m. Prizes awarded for those who find the
special eggs, and the Easter Bunny will be paying a visit.

Halos & Tiaras Golf Tournament/Golf Ball Drop
April 20 at Barbara Worth Country Club. Enter a team in
the tournament or buy one of the numbered gold golf
balls that will be dropped from a helicopter for a chance
to win $10,000. Visit the Halos & Tiaras Facebook page
for full details.

Holtville Car Show
May 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Holt Park.

Community Calendar

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

APR. 04: Collin Hoyt, Ricki Schmidt
APR. 05: George McClure, Jr., Landon Reed Kellum, Katherine
Strahm Hays
APR. 06: Cambria Day, Jason Paul Kennedy, Pauline Downs,
Keeley Poloni
APR. 07: Archie Johnson†, Nadine Jones, Manuel O. Vasquez†,
John Chambers
APR. 08: Jack Grizzle, Matt Goodsell
APR. 09: Cory Enz, Jason Brown, Marguerite Muller†, Loren
Dhalliwal
APR. 10: Sarah Enz, Walter Strahm, Anne Iten, Jon Vessey†, Bryan
Allen Denton

Anniversaries
APR. 06 : Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Hoff, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Garcia
APR. 09 : Mr. & Mrs. Jared Brady
APR. 10 : Mr. & Mrs. Sam Rubin

Thor Packing Company Has Deep History:Part I

WILLIAM JAMES 
THORNBURG Sr. 

grandfather of Todd
Thornburg, owner of Thor

Packing.
Courtesy Photo



"It's a 12-week class that
gives students the flavor of what
cake decoration is all about," said
Ledezma. "Students acquire the
intricate steps to produce a cake
from scratch to topping it off with
the finesse of a fine-dining
dessert."

Having demonstrated a
prowess for the culinary arts,
Laura Durate, a former student of
the program, has advanced to
assistant instructor, serving as a
right hand to Lupita Miranda her
former mentor and lead instruc-
tor. Despite her first year as an
instructor, Durate said she feels
no sense of frustration explaining
the nuance of cake decoration
and achieves great satisfaction to
see students perfect the craft.

"I feel this will be my future,"
said Durate. "I already started
selling my cakes on Facebook.
But I'm hoping to begin my own
storefront business."

Student Sylvia Lopez, a
retired teacher who taught ele-
mentary grades in Mexicali, now
lives in El Centro and said she
wants to conquer a new chal-
lenge. She advanced her skills

enough that she now experiments
with her own recipes at home and
her favorite remains the fondant
buttercream icing so popular on a
variety of pastry.

"I see this could be my own
small business," said Lopez. "I
feel I'm moving forward to a
viable career. Even though I have
not received a job offer I would
like to work at Von's, since it's
close to home."

Student Karina Acosta is
already employed as a chef at
Finley Elementary School in
Holtville. She said she desires to
improve her skills and would like
to teach cake decoration.
Working under Durate's and
Miranda's precise instruction bol-
stered her self-confidence, she
added.

"I also learned to make cake
filling. Strawberry cake with
lemon is my favorite,"

she said. "For me, baking is
relaxing. So now I can show my
co-workers how to make the but-
tercream and do icing in shapes
of flowers."

Continued on page 4
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Culinary................from page one

LAURA DUARTE, FORMER student, now assistant instructor
and Fernanda Ledezma, program liaison for the 2019 Holtville
Unified School District's Culinary Arts Pathway program in El
Centro, March 28.  WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

First Pulled Pork Cook Off Hits The Mark In Holtville
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

With tough acts to follow in
January’s rib cook off and
February’s wing cook off, the
Holtville Rotary Club on March
30 performed with the precision
of a headliner at its inaugural
Pulled Pork Cook Off at Holt
Park.

Typical of many guests,
Karen Gibbs was there to see
what the new event was all about.

"We're supporting the Rotary
Club, which is wonderful, and the
weather is beautiful

and I hope we get a good turn
out," she said.

The Rotary Club staged the
event to raise funds for its many
programs benefitting local youth.

Gibbs was spooning up a
sampler from the "All Sauced

Up" cooking team. A half hour
later found her at the Humble
Farmer Brewing Co.’s "Pulitzer
Prize Pork" and she had an
epiphany.

"This pork is so tender, it's
hard to choose the best," she
admitted. "But I'll have to have a
shaved ice before I leave--I love
that."

Building an early buzz, Kyle
and Natalie Daniels' "Salty Hog
BBQ" crewed with Kyle's fellow
Coast Guardsmen, in from San
Diego with 16 pounds of salsa
and 60 pounds of pork. As a sure
fire back up, they served
Holtville City Treasurer George
Morris' famous chili bean side
dish.

"Our trick is get here early
and set up so that way you can
kick back for the next six hours,"
said Natalie. Still, she and the

crew were hustling to keep up
with the hungry customers.

George Morris himself was
busy keeping his "Buz-Mor
Racing" team on track, which
included Rusty Payne cooking
the deep-fried cauliflower, show-
ing that side dishes, while not
part of the official
competition,were an integral
component in appetite satisfac-
tion.

"I invented the cauliflower
batter but I never tell anybody the
ingredients. It's a batter like the
tempura," insisted Payne. "But
mine stays crunchy, even when it
cools. And it never gets greasy
and soggy like tempura."

The Buz-Mor team’s lead
chef, Bill Stacy, racing to fill
pork sliders, admitted his big tip
for success was Morris buying all
the drinks. "That's because we
arrive early and stay late," con-
fided Stacy. "This pork should be
one of the better ones. This one is
chuck-wagon style, but that's just
my cowboy wisdom."

Sharing the broccoli salad and
pulled pork at the "Carrot Queen
Crew" team Stephanie Corfman
and Christopher Stergios were
grateful they had a chance to
attend another cook off before
Imperial Valley goes full broil for
summer.

"It's pretty darn good. I
missed the wing cook off but I did
do the rib cook off. Yet this is eas-
ier to eat. I'm pretty much a carni-
vore, so it’s all good to me."

added Stergios.
The Holtville Athletic Club

Rib Cook Off, a long-established
local staple, was held Jan. 26. The
Wing Cook Off, a new event the
Holtville Chamber of Commerce
added to the Carrot Fest lineup,
made its debut Feb. 10.

Enjoying a Saturday off from
his Imperial County Superior
Court duties, Judge William Quan
gave kudos to "Craig's Barrel
Smoked Butts" team. "This is
really good--I thought better than
the others because of that mango
sauce,"  said Quan. "And that
deep fried cauliflower at George
Morris'--that was really deli-
cious."

Greg Holmer, one half of the

phenomenon behind "Craig's
Barrel Smoked Butts" operates
Nana Chuy's restaurant in
Redlands with his wife, Lety. The
couple is originally from
Brawley. Holmer explained his
focus at the restaurant is tri-tip,
chicken or ribs. Yet he has exper-
imented with barbecue to prepare
for this event since a friend of
Quan's encouraged him to partici-
pate.

Added Lety Holmer, "We
have roots here and Greg's always
cooking something and when
they told us about this, we said,
‘What the heck? Let's give it a
try.’"

Continued on page 8

CHEF BILL STACY with the Buz-Mor Racing cooking team
helps prepare sliders for hungry patrons at the inaugural Pulled
Pork Cook Off in Holtville on March 30.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

STEPHANIE CORFMAN AND Christopher Stergios enjoyed
BBQ at the All Sauced Up cooking team booth during the inau-
gural Pulled Pork Cook Off in Holtville on March 30.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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Dire Impact Seen If Trump Closes Border
BY GARY REDFERN AND

JAYSON BARNISKE

With the stark reality of the
immigration controversy striking
Imperial County amid a planned
visit by President Donald J.
Trump and his threats to close the
border for security reasons, many
are expressing unease.

Trump is expected to be
wheels down in Air Force One at
the Naval Air Facility El Centro
late morning on April 5. 

A closure could mean a com-
plete or partial shutdown of the
ports of entry through which peo-
ple and goods cross the U.S.-
Mexico border. 

Whether by the time of the
visit the president will have fol-
lowed through or backed off on
the closure action was not known
as of April 3. Either way, it was
on peoples' minds in the week
leading up to the county's first
presidential visit in decades.  

"Honestly, the border
towns' economy would take a
dump if Trump closed the bor-
der," said Joe Tachiquin, a mem-

ber of the Kumeyaay Native
American Tribe who lives in San
Diego and travels once weekly to
Mexicali to visit his son. 

Browsing stores at the Gran
Plaza Outlets mall that literally
sits feet from the international
border in Calexico, he added, "I
would cross in San Diego to see
my son if he (Trump) closed the
border in Calexico. But if he
closed all the borders, all hell
would break lose."

Border commerce
between the U.S. and Mexico
totals an estimated $1.7 billion
per day. That includes cars, myri-
ad manufacturing parts and pro-
duce. 

Imperial County has two
ports of entry with Mexico,
Calexico West that is exclusively
for noncommercial vehicles and
pedestrians. The Calexico East
port handles those plus commer-
cial vehicles. 

Outlining the local cross bor-
der commerce, economist
Michael Bracken provided spe-
cific data. He is managing partner
and chief economist at
Development Management

Group, Inc. and does frequent
economic analyses and consult-
ing in Imperial County and the
surrounding region.

"The international border
crossings at Calexico provide a
highway, both figurately and lit-
erally, for the flow of goods and
services needed by people on
both sides of the border," he stat-
ed in an email. 

It is estimated that 3.84 mil-
lion passenger vehicles, 361,000
commercial vehicles, 260,000
individuals and 250 trains cross
through the Calexico border
annually, he added. 

"The Imperial Valley relies on
border trade to propel its $6 bil-
lion annual gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) economy.  As a net
exporter of product (mostly agri-
culture), the Imperial Valley 

Continued on page 9

Cheatwood.........from page one

Holtville Fire Department Help Fills
The Boot For The Burn Institute

HOLTVILLE FIREFIREFIGHTERS helped raise over $1600 for the Burn Institute last Friday.
They were able to fill their boots to help the Burn Institute wth their programs and services.
PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Holtville Unified School District 
welcomes future Parents and Students!

Registration begins Monday, April 8, 2019 for Transitional Kindergarten and
Kindergarten students who will enter the Holtville Unified School District for the
2019-2020 school year. Register early to save your child's spot in the Pre-Kinder
Summer School program.

Registration Packets are available beginning April 8, 2019 in the Finley School and
Pine School office.  

Office hours are Monday-Friday from 7:30am-4:00pm.

Parents are invited to attend an informational meeting for all those interested in the
50/50 Dual Language Immersion Program - 5:30 p.m.

Finley Kindergarten Registration Rally - 6:30 p.m.
These meetings will take place on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 in the 

Finley School cafeteria located at 627 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA 92250.

Pine School Night at Holt Park
Wednesday, April 10th, 2019 5:30-7:00 in Holt Park

Kinder-8th Grade student demonstrations
Kindergarten and New Student registration

It is not too soon to review your child's immunization record to make sure his/her
"School Entry" immunizations are complete.

School begins on Monday, August 19, 2019. 

Come see the amazing things that are happening in the 
Holtville Unified School District!

picking up Sango phrases for
"open or close your mouth" and
"where does it hurt." He surfed
through the two-month stay accu-
mulating a working knowledge
of the language.

"We had long lines waiting
for us since people in pain are
happy to see a doctor," he said.
"There was a population of three
million and three dentists in the
whole country.

We worked 12 hours and at
the end of the day you had to quit.
We just ran out of gas." The crew
did mainly extractions and local
missionaries provided antibiotics.
The dental crew traveled from
village to village and saw patients
who had only a log to sit upon.

Nothing about the experience
deterred Cheatwood and over the
years his missionary work has
graced the countries of Djibouti,
Romania, Philippines, China,
Myanmar, India, Hatti, Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Tibet. He also
spent 15 years traveling to Islas
Marias off Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico, to a prison compound, to
do dentistry for inmates' children
who were allowed to visit.

In June he will spend eight
days in Oaxaca, his tenth visit
there. The journey was arranged
through Pastor Richard Moore of
Trinity Baptist Church in
Holtville in partnership with
Pastor Rodrigo Cruz of Oaxaca.
The latter will identify the most
needy in the outskirts of Puerto
Escondido, a city of about
300,000.

The focus for the upcoming
trip is mostly indigenous popula-
tions in small villages and
Cheatwood will be doing extrac-
tions, fillings and a few root
canals. The group will work with

three dentists from Oaxaca, two
from Mexicali, five physicians
and several people trained to fit
1,000 pair of reading glasses, he
added.

"Working with local dentists
will be really amazing since
when we're not there they will be
encouraged to continue the
progress we initiated," said
Cheatwood. "This is a mission in
my own life's journey. Our pur-
pose is sharing God's love and
trying to leave the world a better
place."

Cheatwood said he expects
65 volunteers on the Oaxaca
visit, one half medical profes-
sionals and the other half pastoral
personnel who outreach to vil-
lagers to accept the dental care.

Donations for the dental mis-
sionary work are still needed but
since Cheatwood established a
nonprofit corporation all dona-
tion are tax deductible. Proceeds
support dental, eyewear supplies
and pharmaceuticals.

Over the course of 45 years of
missionary work Cheatwood
recalled he has met many public
officials who often warmly wel-
come his entourage because of
the benefits they provide. In a
way, he mused, the dentists serve
as ambassadors for the U.S., as
well as the dentistry profession.
He added that he only gets one
turn in the world and that the
efforts are a heartfelt gesture
prompted by his faith.'ve learned
after 45 years if there's one thing
that's expensive, it's neglect,"
said Cheatwood. "People wait to
see a dentist until it hurts and
wind up having a root canal. Yet
preventive care would be a lot
less expensive."

The Mourey Center has a
large community room where a
variety of classes are offered,
noted center executive director
Susan Chasang. Recognizing
culinary arts is an effective career
pathway, the organization has had
a cake decorating class for more
than a decade and is a natural ally
for Holtville schools, she
explained.

"We had some successful
graduates get jobs," said Chasang.
"Luis Flores, a former student, is
now working at Cardenas Market.
Once they complete their classes,
we try to help with employment
and offer references to advance
their careers."

Celso Ruiz, Holtville Unified
superintendent, congratulated the
graduates and noted it was an

excellent intention to have stu-
dents develop skills in dessert
preparation.

"The ultimate goal was to
have these students create their
own businesses," he said. "We'll
continue to help them acquire
their business license and perfect
their English language skills. It's a
must to succeed today."

Culinary..............................................from page three

MORE THAN 20 tractor-trailer trucks filled with paving mate-
rial on April 2 shuttled to and from the U.S. Border Patrol El
Centro Sector headquarters at Cross Road and Aten Boulevard
in Imperial."We are repaving the parking lot to prepare for the
president’s upcoming visit," said one of the truck drivers.
"I worked for a different company in Calexico when (Vice
President Mike) Pence came to visit last year. They ordered thou-
sands of trash cans with the intention of building a wall between
the vice president and the border to block sniper fire. But some-
one forgot to order the lids and we couldn't stack the trash cans.
They sat in a field during the speech and were shipped backed to
where came from after Pence left." 
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 27

TOOLS TAKEN: At 11:34
a.m. the owner of a local
apartment building called
sheriffs and requested to file a
report regarding some tools
allegedly stolen by a former
employee. A deputy took a
report for the theft.
IT’S NOT STOPPING HIM:
At 1:43 p.m. a deputy report-
ed making a traffic stop at
Sixth and Cedar. The driver
was found to have an out-
standing warrant related to a
previous stop for driving
without a license.
LOOSE DOG: At 6:14 p.m. a
deputy reported being flagged
down by someone in the
northwest section of town and
was told about a large dog
running loose in the area. The
deputy searched the neighbor-
hood for the animal but never
spotted it.
DON’T LISTEN TO PEO-
PLE WHO CALL YOU!: At
7:16 p.m. a woman went into
the local sheriff ’s substation
to file a report. She said that
she had received a call from
someone claiming to be from
the Social Security office say-
ing that someone had been

using her Social Security
number. She was told that she
could stop the illegal use by
providing $4,500 in Google
Play cards, which she did. A
deputy filed a report on the
incident and gave the woman
some advice on how not to
fall for similar scams.
SHOULD HAVE KEPT A
LOW PROFILE: At 10:47
p.m. a deputy reported stop-
ping to question a pedestrian
at Fifth and Walnut. The man
was discovered to have a
bench warrant in his name and
was arrested.

THURSDAY,
MARCH 28

NOT THE NIGHT TA TAKE
A DRIVE: At 1:38 a.m. a
deputy advised dispatchers
that he would be making a
traffic stop at Sixth and
Walnut. The driver consented
to a search of his vehicle and
allegedly admitted that there
were drugs in his car. He was
detained.
CREATING A DISTUR-
BANCE: At 12:51 p.m. a
caller reported that there was
someone throwing rocks on
East Seventh Street. A deputy
arrived at the scene within
two minutes of the call but the

subject had already left the
scene. A partial description of
the getaway vehicle was pro-
vided but it wasn’t much to go
on.
STRANGE BEHAVIOR: At
1:26 p.m. a firefighter report-
ed spotting a male subject
yelling and kicking trash cans
on Cedar Avenue. He was
thought to be suffering from
some type of mental illness
and an ambulance was
requested.
TRAFFIC ACCIDENT: At
5:05 p.m. a traffic accident
was reported to have taken
place at Fifth and Cedar. A
seven-year-old child was
reported to be complaining of
head pain and the fire depart-
ment and an ambulance were
dispatched.
STOLEN GRILL: At 6:07
p.m. a Cedar Avenue resident
reported the theft of a bar-
beque grill and propane tank
from his outside his home. A
deputy took a report on the
theft. A neighbor said that the
thief may have been driving a
white Ford pickup and he was
thought to be in his 40s.

FRIDAY,
MARCH 29

CAUSE FOR CONCERN:
At 12:41 a.m. the county men-
tal health department relayed
concerns that a local resident
may be having issues after he
sent a worrisome text message

to his ex-girlfriend. Deputies
spoke with the man and
advised dispatchers that he
seemed to be all right.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 30

HAVE TO LET US KNOW:
At 1:00 p.m. a deputy report-
ed making a traffic stop at
Seventh and Towland. The
driver was cited for failing to
get an updated license with
their new address on it.
M O T H E R - D A U G H T E R
DISPUTE: At 6:59 p.m. an
Olive Avenue resident report-
ed what looked like a heated
argument taking place in front
of a home between a woman
and her adult daughter.
Deputies were dispatched to
calm things down.

TUESDAY,
APRIL 2

CAN’T JUST STOP IN THE
STREET: At 7:52 a.m. a
deputy reported pulling over
the driver of a vehicle who
had double parked in front of
the high school, but let them
off with just a warning.
JUST LEFT LYING
THERE: At 11:58 a.m. a
caller reported finding a
syringe on East Sixth Street
across from Finley
Elementary School. A deputy
picked up the syringe for
proper disposal.
CAVORTING CANINES: At

2:44 p.m. a Walnut Avenue
resident called to complain
that a couple of dogs were
running loose in her neighbor-
hood, getting into her yard
and bothering her dog. A
deputy drove around looking
for the animals but never saw
them.
LATE-NIGHT VISITOR: At
10:18 p.m. a deputy reported
stopping to talk to someone
walking down the alley
behind the 500 block of Maple
Avenue. The man said that he
was just visiting a friend in
the area and was sent on his
way.

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 3

LEFT UNLOCKED: At
12:46 a.m. a burglar alarm
was reported to have been set
off at the high school gym.
Deputies checked the campus
and advised dispatchers that
one of the gym’s doors was
found to have been left
unlocked.
REPO MAN AT WORK: At
1:24 a.m. a deputy reported
stopping at Eighth and Olive
to check on someone working
on a vehicle. The man was
working for a vehicle repos-
session company and was fix-
ing a flat tire. Someone from
the company called dispatch-
ers a few minutes later to
report the repo.Border Patrol News

Bulgarian Woman
Arrested Attempting To
Smuggle Undocumented

Aliens

El Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents conducting their duties near
Niland arrested a woman suspected
of smuggling two undocumented
aliens last Thursday afternoon.

The incident occurred at
approximately 6:12 p.m., when a
29-year-old woman driving a Black
Ford Expedition was encountered
by Border Patrol Agents from the
Indio Border Patrol Station. Agents
conducted a vehicle stop on the
Ford and questioned the driver,
later identified as Diana Radkova
Dragneva. 

Record checks would later
reveal that Dragneva is a Bulgarian
National with an expired visa.
Furthermore, two men were dis-
covered attempting to conceal
themselves in the rear seat of the
Ford. It was determined that the
men were Mexican Nationals,
which were illegally present in the
United States

Dragneva and the two men
were taken into custody and trans-
ported to the Highway 111
Checkpoint for further investiga-
tion.

Dragneva is being held in fed-
eral custody pending further crimi-
nal prosecution.

Border Patrol Arrests
Aggravated Felon

El Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents arrested a convicted aggra-
vated felon last Wednesday after-
noon.

On March 27, at around 7:45
p.m., agents assigned to the El
Centro Station, arrested a man sus-
pected of illegally entering the U.S.
approximately 11 miles west of the
Calexico Port of Entry.  Agents
arrested the man and transported
him to the El Centro station for
immigration and criminal history
screening.

Agents were able to identify
the man as, Guillermo Garcia-
Avitia, a 51-year-old Mexican
national and discovered he is a con-
victed aggravated felon. 

Garcia-Avitia was convicted in
San Diego, in 1992 for transporta-
tion of narcotics and was subse-
quently sentenced to four years in
prison.  Garcia-Avitia was deported
in 1996 after serving his sentence
for the drug conviction.   

Garcia-Avitia is being held in
Federal custody pending prosecu-
tion for Re-Entry after Removal.

Border Patrol Stops
Two Smuggling Attempts

in Fleeing Vehicles 

El Centro Sector Border Patrol

agents arrested two men in separate
smuggling incidents on April 1.

The first incident occurred at
approximately 7:57 p.m., when
agents operating the Remote Video
Surveillance System (RVSS) noti-
fied agents in the field that several
individuals were running north
from the border towards Highway
98. This location is around 16
miles east of the Calexico West
Port of Entry. 

RVSS agents observed the
individuals board a vehicle and
traveled east on the highway.
Agents responded and attempted to
conduct a vehicle stop by activat-
ing their emergency lights and
sirens.  The driver to failed to yield
and continued east at a high rate of
speed.

The driver traveled for a couple
of miles then made an abrupt U-
turn and began to drive back west.
Due to the drivers erratic behavior
agents deployed a Controlled Tire
Deflation Device (CTDD).

The device deflated three tires
that forced the vehicle to stop.
Agents approached the vehicle and
arrested the driver and five other
individuals.

After questioning, the driver
stated that he is 16-years-old and a
United States citizen. The remain-
ing individuals stated that they
were citizens of Mexico illegally
present in the United States.

The individuals were transport-
ed to the Central Processing Center
in El Centro and were processed
for illegal entry and order of
removal.

The teenaged driver was
processed administratively for 8
USC 1324 Alien Smuggling and
was turned over to the Child
Protective Service of the Imperial
County.

The second incident occurred
at approximately 8:21 p.m., at the
Highway 86 checkpoint near
Salton City.  The agent working the
primary inspection lane encoun-
tered a man driving a Honda Civic.
Agent referred the man to second-
ary inspection.

The man failed to stop at the
secondary inspection area and con-
tinued to drive north away from the
checkpoint.  Agents pursued the
vehicle for approximately 10 min-
utes and were able to safely stop
the vehicle. 

Agents approached the vehicle
and ordered the driver to step out.
The driver appeared to be under the
influence and became non-compli-
ant.  Agents extracted the driver
from the vehicle and placed him
under arrest.  Agents conducted a
search of the vehicle and found a
small amount of methampheta-
mine.

The man, a 21-year-old United
States citizen, was turned over to
the Border Crime Suppression
Team for further investigation.



Holtville Tribune Thursday, April 4, 2019  PAGE 6

Holtville Family Unites
Yearly In Honor Of

Grandmother 

MANY FAMILY MEMBERS from far away come together year-
ly in Holtville to celebrate in honor of Flora Cortez Sandoval. The
first family reunion was held in 2009 as per her request.  She
passed three months after the first reunion. The family in her
honor has continued with the tradition and just celebrated their
10th reunion. Sandoval was married to WWII Veteran Jesus
Sandoval. They were married after the war and made their home
in Arizona, Mexicali and finally Holtville. Holtville is where they
resided for over 25 years  and where Jesus Sandoval still resides.
DAVID ARAYA PHOTOS



BY MARIO CONDE

Martin Arellano has been in
the restaurant business for more
than 20 years but he still brings
innovative dishes for diners and
is doing so again with La
Birrieria Red Tacos. 

The restaurant at 900 W.
Birch (Highway 98) Unit #5
opened in January. It features
birria, a Mexican dish from the
state of Jalisco. It has a spicy
stew, traditionally made from
goat meat or mutton, but occa-
sionally from beef or chicken. 

"When people come here
and taste the birria taco they
want more. This is what sepa-
rates us from other business in
the Imperial Valley, which is
dominated by hamburgers, tacos
and Mexican food," Arellano
said. "Since its only birria de
res, customers can just approach
the counter and they are imme-
diately given their food." 

He recalled word of mouth
quickly spread on how good the
food was. Sales were brisk with-
in the first few days of La
Birrieria being open and that
pace has continued. 

The birria recipe was passed
down to Arellano from his
father, Secundino, a former

merchant, and served for many
years at Arellano's Taco-Mex
restaurant. 

Connecting with customers,
getting to know them and mak-
ing friends has been the joy of
being in business for many
years, he added.

"We have made more
friends than clients over the last
23 years and people recognize
our quality food. With the open-
ing of this new restaurant, we
have once again earned the pref-
erence of the community,"
Arellano said.

Even the entrepreneur,
Arellano said he hopes to organ-
ize a food truck event in
Calexico with various other
vendors joining in.

"We need to give this type of
option to the people of the
Imperial Valley. If they go to
Mexicali they will lose time
crossing. So it's better to have it
here and support the city,"
Arellano said. 

La Birrieria Red Tacos is
open Monday to Friday from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., closed on
Saturday, and open Sunday
from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
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La Birrieria Red Tacos
Popular New Dining Option

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

State legalization of recre-
ational cannabis use in 2016
opened the flood gates for the
industry, even for medical mar-
ijuana dispensaries that have
been legal for more than 20
years.

Still, navigating the waters
of the cannabis industry has
been a journey through
uncharted territory for city and
county officials in Imperial
County. 

Overcoming the bureaucra-
cy, March and Ash, a San
Diego-based dispensary, won
the application process for the
city of Imperial's sole license
for medicinal cannabis. The
company also has locations in
Escondido and Temecula.

The business plans to open
as early as May and no later
than June at 2433 Marshall
Ave. in the business park in the
northeast quadrant of Highway
86 and Aten Boulevard.

"In September of 2018, the
city council of Imperial

approved March and Ash to
open a retail location in
Imperial in the Crown Court
Business Park on Marshall
Road near Alford
Distributing," said Alexis
Chalupnik, Imperial public
information officer.

In Imperial County, recre-
ational and medical cannabis
businesses are  allowed in
unincorporated areas under
jurisdiction of the county
Planning Department and in
the city Calexico. 

The Imperial City Council
opted for medical only.

"Although the law that was
recently passed was for recre-
ational use, March and Ash
will be a medical marijuana
dispensary," Chalupnik said.
"The city council decided to
only recognize cannabis for
medical use. Many people
already have medical licenses
already and for those who
don't, there will be a medical
physician on site."

Explaining how and why
the city decided to go with the
firm, Chalupnik added, "Three

different businesses submitted
applications to the city. Two of
those businesses met the city's
qualifications."

The city employed
Hinderliter, de Llamas &
Associates to consult on the
complicated matters regarding
the cannabis industry.  The city
has previously used the firm to
consult on sales and property
taxes.  

"Considering how conser-
vative voters are in the city of
Imperial, we hired HdL for
cannabis consulting,"
Chalupnik continued. "HdL put
both remaining applicants
through a rigorous screening
process. The results were rela-
tively close. City officials
voted to go with March and
Ash." 

She added, "So far, they
(March and Ash) have met all
deadlines set by the city of
Imperial and are working very
closely law enforcement."  

The monetary benefit for
opening a cannabis storefront
comes to Imperial by way of
the city's Sales Tax Ordinance

for Medical Cannabis Sales. It
was approved by voters in
November 2018.

Blake Marchon, one of the
owners of March and Ash,
explained the firm has a strong
attention to detail in establish-
ing its locations.

"We are working hand-in-
hand with the community and
the police chief," he said. "The
city will collect about eight
percent for taxes that will go
back to local schools. We will
give an additional one percent
of our revenue towards local
non-profits chosen by the city
of Imperial."

Having familiarized him-
self with the area, Marchon
explained, "We are working
with a local partner in the
(Imperial) Valley. We know the
area well and grew up going to
the desert and the river. Our
hope is to introduce our brand
and bring a successful opera-
tion for them (local residents)."

Marchon said he is enthusi-
astic about employment oppor-
tunities that will develop with
the cannabis industry in

Imperial County. 
"Hiring in the community is

a plus for March and Ash.
Originally, we will have 25 to
30 positions for people in the
community. We expect that
number to double in six
months. Our location in San
Diego has been open for six
months and operates with 67
employees," he said.

The young owner conclud-
ed by stating the company's
goals for the new venture: "We
are really strong on education
and experience. Our goal is to
change the negative stigma on
the cannabis industry." 

Going Green: Cannabis Storefront Coming To City Of Imperial 
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BY HECTOR SOTO

The HHS E-Sports club will
be about cooperative and compet-
itive video game playing and par-
ticipating in video game tourna-
ments around the country. The
first meeting of HHS E-Sports
was on March 20th. The meeting
took place in Mr. Moedano's
classroom because he is going to
be in charge. The students that
are going to participate in this
club are the students who showed
up for the meeting. Mr. Moedano
stated that the club is officially
going to start in the Fall of 2019.
Mr. Moedano also made social
media accounts for our gaming
club, there is an instagram and a
twitter.

At the meeting students
talked about the club growing,
what we need to do and how we
are going to get the club started.
We voted on the games we

should practice for tournaments.
Mr. Moedano told us that we can-
not bring our own consoles. So,
he told us we need to have
fundraisers and other things to
raise money for the consoles for
our club. We voted on some
games to play, most of us chose
Fortnite because that is the best
game that was on the list for tour-
nament play. Students also put in
the code for the google classroom
E-Sports club, and the remind
app during the meeting.

HHS E-Sports ClubHHS ROBOTICS
BY NANCY VARGAS

The Holtville High School
robotics team has had many
experiences and fun moments.
This year the HHS robotics team
had the opportunity to go to Las
Vegas as part of a competition

with other robotics clubs from
other schools. In order for them
to go they had to accomplish
many things before. They had to
put all of their time and effort on
their robot to make sure their
robot was the best. This included
during school and after school
work, most of the time they had

to stay really late. They also had
to fund raise so they could make
their trip happen

The robotics team is a group
of dedicated students that make
time for every single one of their
extracurricular activities. The
majority of the students are
involved in sports, or another

club, which makes it
more challenging for
them. One member
of the robotics
team/club, Ernesto
Garcia, said when
asked why he had
joined the robotics
team.,"...I've been
interested in it since
Finley when my
cousin who graduat-
ed told me about it."
The HHS robotics
students show their
passion for it in
every step they
make.

BY ORIAN ANDERSON

This past weekend the
Holtville Viking's Track Team
attended the annual San Diego
State Aztec Track and Field
Invitational. This event took place
at SDSU campus and was not only
a high school track meet, it was
also a college invite where many
colleges all over the country come
to compete, they even had contest-
ants from other countries and
across the world. The Meet began
on Friday, March 22 and would
carry onto  Saturday, March 23.
The long distance events would be
held on Friday and the short dis-
tance and the relays would be held
on Saturday. Eddie Quintero, Alan

Jimenez, and Fabian Rendon of
Holtville high School, competed
on Friday and ran the mile and 2
mile races. Eddie Quintero fin-
ished 2nd overall in the 1 mile and
had an impressive time of 4:34,
but came up short from first by 0.1
of a second. Only a few athletes
would be competing at this meet
because it is more competitive
than a dual meet vs. a local valley
school in the Imperial Valley
League. 

Some of the races that they
competed in were the 4x1 and 4x4
relays and the other individual
events like the 100 meter sprint,
the 200 meter sprint, the 400
meter sprint, the 800 meter
sprint,and the 100 meter hurdles.
Holtville competed with some of

the best runners and the best Track
and Field teams in the San Diego
Section. The competition was very
high and lots of great athletes
competed. At the collegiate level,
there were schools like SDSU,
UCSD, Oregon, Kansas State,
BYU, Arizona State, GCU, and
many more! It was a great experi-
ence to see these Men and Women
college athletes compete at this
invitational. The last race of the
day was the 4x4 and the Holtville
high girls team got 4th place and
the Holtville high boys team got
3rd place. It was a very fun meet
and helped the athletes get great
experience and see the level of
competition at the collegiate level! 

SDSU Track and Field Invitational Meet

HHS ROBOTICS TEAM
PHOTO COURTESY OF MS. MOCTEZUMA

A HAND OFF from Diana Acuna to Jasmine Velasquez in a relay
race. ORIAN ANDERSON PHOTO

Judges—with an envious
job—had the difficult choice of
deciding which of the sumptuous
creations was best. Prevailing
above all and winning top prize
of $450 was Holtville Taco Shop,
second with a $225 prize was All
Sauced Up, third and $135, Pull
My Pork. Meanwhile, the
always-coveted people's choice
award and $315 went to Buz-Mor
Racing and the inimitable George
Morris.

Adjacent to the cook off site
plenty of competitive spirit vied
for a nice chunk of change in the
corn hole (bean bag toss) tourna-
ment in the hours just preceding
the cook off. Humble Farmer
Brewing organized the eleven

two-person teams doing battle.
Despite some fierce neck-

and-neck dual meets it was the
team of Justin Stacy and Cosme
Soto emerging victorious and
winning the top prize of $240.
Taking second place and $140
were Paul Hoyt and Colt Snyder.
Finishing third with $100 were
Joe Allegranza and Kannan
Mamer.

Asked about the key to his
success, Stacy explained he
mainly winged it.

"I just kind of used a little flip
toss," he said. "It was good to
win, kind of unexpected. But I'll
probably spend the money at the
cook off."

Cook Off.........from page three
ing cantaloupe season. At the end
of each season, he'd go home. For
the next few years he kept repeat-
ing this cycle. 

Then came 1915 and he
decided to permanently stay in
the Imperial Valley.

He joined with Jack Ryan in
creating the Thornburg Ryan
Fruit Company, headquartered in
Imperial - with one operation in
Holtville. 

"Operations were conducted
(Imperial) valleywide," says
Todd. "My grandfather also got
creative. It was at this point that
he developed the first sled-type
lettuce planter.

"In 1923, my grandfather met
Marguerite Ellen Brown, and
they were married in 1924.
Unfortunately, the business was
struggling and Thornburg Ryan
Fruit Company closed soon after
they were married. By the time
my fa-ther was born in 1925, my
grandfather was selling for Hagar
and Freeman in Calipatria."  

For a while there it looked
like the dream of making the
Valley their permanent home was
going to come true, but after a
series of ups and downs, the
young couple decided to return to

Turlock.
"In Turlock, my great-grand-

mother deeded them 32 acres of
land on which they tried to make
a living," Todd explains. "They
mortgaged the land, in part to
finance crops.

"My uncle, Jack Harrison
Thornburg, was born during this
time. Farm prices sagged again;
and by 1929, the bank foreclosed
on the property. At this point, my
grandfather and grandmother
loaded the car with a few person-

al items, and headed to Yuma.
After a short stint there, they
returned to the Im-perial Valley." 

With this we come full circle
and find that Todd's grandfather
has found a job working for M.
Lapidus & Sons. What happens
after this? Nothing less than the
creation of Thor Packing!

Part II of Thor Packing Co.
will appear in next week's issue
of the Holtville Tribune.

.

Thor Packing.................from page two

THE THORNBURG-RYAN Fruit Co. in Holtville in the 1920s
owned, by the ancestors of the family that now owns Thor
Packing.
Courtesy Photo

The Holtville Tribune Thanks Our
Local Sponsors For Their Support

Of Our Viking Page!!

If you are interested in becoming one of
our sponsors, contact us at 760-356-2995.
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Trump Reaction.................................from page one
Each of those have been topics of
lobbying when county officials
have visited Washington D.C.,
including during a recent trip.
"I'd like to be able to have those
conversations, and hope to have
those conversations," Kelley said.
Imperial County District 1
Supervisor Jesus Eduardo Escobar,
whose district encompasses the
border, said he believes Trump's
visit is "purely political" in nature
and will likely not address the big
issues in the county.
"If he just continues to focus on a
border wall, then it's a complete
and utter waste of resources,"
Escobar said, but added if the pres-
ident comes to talk about the New
River, the Salton Sea or economic
development, "then that's awe-
some." 
A portion of Trump's border tour
will take the president to the 2.25
miles of new border fencing west
of Calexico and directly behind the
Gran Plaza Outlet mall. While
Gran Plaza management declined
to comment, Gran Plaza head of
marketing Angel Esparza did.
"It's really exciting to have a sitting
president visit Calexico for the
first time in history. It's unfortunate
the circumstances that we're in to
merit his visit," Esparza said.
Holtville officials were over-
whelmingly positive about
Trump's visit when contacted April
2.
"It's an honor to host the president
of the United States, and we're
looking forward to having him see
what's going on here," said City
Manager Nick Wells. "I presume
his focus is on the border fence.
But we'd like to draw his attention
to the East and West Ports of Entry
and see if we can't get additional
federal funding for those projects."
Said Holtville Chamber of
Commerce president Julie Velasco:
"It's good to know (President
Trump is visiting) and I'm excited.
With him coming down and mak-
ing himself visible strengthens his
argument there's a crisis regarding
border security."
"But he's boxed into a corner
because Congress is not giving
him any help," Velasco added. "It
would be nice if he could get the
opinion of the Border Patrol. I
know some of them and they say

there's more people coming than
can be accommodated, so Border
Patrol then has to turn them loose."
Even before the new section of
border fence was finished in fall
2018, Imperial County had begun
to receive a lot of national attention
amid the hotly debated immigra-
tion issue. That attention included
visits from U.S. Homeland
Security Secretary Kirstjen M.
Nielsen in October 2018 and a visit
from Vice President Mike Pence in
April 2018. 
In fact, Imperial County hasn't
welcomed a sitting president since
Ronald Reagan arrived at the
Naval Air Facility El Centro in
January 1986.
Calexico Mayor Lewis Pacheco,
for the most part, agreed with
Escobar, citing the need for the
federal government to hear about
environmental concerns. 
"If he (Trump) really wanted to
take a look at the issues of a border
town or a border community … he
could talk about issues like that of
the dirtiest, filthiest river in the
nation (New River)," Pacheco said,
adding the city of Calexico needs
funding to address it for the health
and safety.
"These are issues we need to be
stressing for this Valley. These are
the issues we need to face, not put-
ting up a wall," Pacheco said.
"That's the platform he ran on, and
he's sticking to his base."
One of the highlights of President
Trump's visit to the Imperial Valley
will be a roundtable discussion
with local law enforcement offi-
cials, including local police chiefs.
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo is among those chiefs
invited to take part in the discus-
sion. He said April 2 he isn't sure
what he'll hear from the president,
but expects that he and other law
enforcement officials will be asked
their feedback on the effects of the
newer, taller fencing that's been
erected along the border.
Gerardo said he expects to be
asked "if it's deterred anyone from
jumping over the fence, or if it's
lowered our crime stats along the
border."
Gerardo said having spent his
entire career in Calexico he has
seen the positive effects of a fence,
especially since the late 1990s

when the taller fence was erected
in the heart of the city on First
Street. Since then, he explained,
property crime has taken a down-
turn from First Street all the way
up through Seventh Street.
If he's given a chance to address
the President with his concerns,
Gerardo said he will bring up fed-
eral funding to local public safety
agencies. He believes both the
Calexico police and fire depart-
ments would benefit from more
federal dollars considering much
of what they do is respond to calls
from the downtown Calexico West
Port of Entry.
Police chiefs from El Centro and
Brawley could not be reached by
deadline to see if they will be
attending the roundtable. Also,
Customs and Border Protection
officials at the downtown port
deferred all questions on the topic
to the White House press office.
Imperial County Sheriff Ray Loera
said he was invited to participate in
the roundtable, but explained April
2 he would not be able to attend as
he will be out of town April 5.
He said the invitation was only
extended to him so he doesn't
expect the Sheriff's Office will
have anyone there in his place.
Still, the agency will be involved
in assisting the U.S. Secret Service
in securing the area for the presi-
dent's visit, Loera said.
Loera was asked if given the
opportunity what he would have
expressed to the president.
"I think that the immigration issue
is a very complex one," the sheriff
said, adding that "increasing per-
sonnel at the ports of entry and
looking at technology in areas that
border fencing is not appropriate
or capable of being put in" would
be issues the federal government
should address.
Loera added Customs and Border
Protection is "doing a great job
and that I would continue to sup-
port them."

Reporters William Roller and
Jayson Barniske contributed to

this report.

Border Closure........from page four
region relies on a functioning

border in order to promote the flow
of people and goods between coun-
tries," Bracken stated. 

Aside from the back and forth
transport of goods through Imperial
County, the area's retailers and
restaurants rely on massive patron-
age from the resident of Mexicali,
city of one million just across the
border. Additionally, thousands live
on one side of the border and work
on the other.

"Closing the border in such
an interweaved community would
have dire consequences," noted
Angel Esparza, a Gran Plaza market-
ing official. "Families would be
divided, commerce would be affect-
ed as millions of dollars are spent by
our brothers and sisters in Mexicali.
Also, people with health conditions
would be affected as many go to
Mexicali for affordable healthcare."

The effects of a closure would
trickle down even to the smallest
businesses in the smallest towns, said
Anita Martinez, chief executive offi-
cer of the chamber of commerce in
Holtville, a city of about 5,000 just
10 miles north of the Calexico East
port.

"If they decide to close the bor-
der, it could affect small businesses. I
know a number of local businesses
who get their supplies from Mexicali
and if the border closed it would
impact their business and their cus-
tomers," she said.

The impact on commerce was of
concern, even among those who sup-
port increased border security. 

"As to a possible border closure
there's a great deal of symbiosis
between Imperial County and
Mexico. Any closure could have a
devastating impact,

but the sovereignty of our border
is of an equal concern," said Holtville
City Manager Nick Wells.

Members of the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors, which
in late 2018 passed a resolution
opposing a border closure when
Trump initially mentioned it, said
they are no more receptive to the idea
now.

"I think it would be a huge hit to
us. I hope it doesn't occur," board
Chairman Ryan Kelley said. "The
trade disruption for us would be sig-
nificant. I hope it does not occur."

Kelley added in addition to trade
issues, the border economy and the
flow of residents between the U.S.
and Mexico would also face hard-
ships.

"These are all serious concerns,"
he said.

Supervisor Jesus Escobar, whose
district includes Calexico and who
works as a customs broker, said the
impact on commerce such as that at
the Imperial Valley Mall, which has
many customers from Mexicali,
would be dire.

"Look at our local economy.
Calexico is already struggling.
Imagine what it would do to the local
economy?" he asked. "(Businesses)
can't afford to go dark one day, let
alone one week."

A Calexico official was no
more receptive. 

"It's a ridiculous statement. It is
contrary to what we need. There's no
reason for it," said Mayor Lewis
Pacheco. "It's not a viable remedy to
deal with immigration." 

More specifically, Bracken stat-
ed he is able to analyze what a border
closure would do to the area econom-
ically.

"As the region's economist, there
is no question that a fully closed bor-
der at the Calexico Port(s) of Entry
will negatively impact the regional
economy," he stated. "The immediate
impact will be in the loss of agricul-
ture and service workers that support
farming and visitor/tourist related
industries."

He added, "The next impact will
be to those in the logistics/transporta-
tion industry who make their living
on the movement of goods to and
from the maquiladora (twin-plants)
in Mexicali.  The result will be a
reduction in agriculture products
available for market and higher pro-
duce/hay prices."

Like ripples in a pond-or perhaps
more accurately the waves of a
tsunami--the effects would grow the
longer a shutdown persisted, Bracken
concluded. 

"The longer range impact of a
closed border will be felt in increased
unemployment rates within the
region, as well as higher default/evic-
tion rates for renters and the potential
for an increase in home foreclo-
sures," he stated. "Even a partial clo-
sure (i.e., more restrictive or slower
processing) will result in an inability
for those in agriculture and logis-
tics/transportation to operate busi-
nesses in a usual fashion.  

Reporters William Roller and
Richard Montenegro Brown con-
tributed to this report.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
David Rene Moiola, aka David
R. Moiola, aka David Moiola
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000441 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  David Rene Moiola,
aka David R. Moiola, aka
David Moiola
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Linda Marie Moiola in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Linda Marie Moiola be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-

dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and

shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: April 5, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim

with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may

file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 S. 8th St., Ste. A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Endorsed: March 14, 2019    
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Divanne Garrido, Deputy
Legal 6180   
Publish: Mar. 21, 28, Apr. 4, 2019 
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU000794
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Ethan Joseph
Peña, Feb. 12, 2001 filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Ethan Joseph Peña
February 12, 2001
Proposed name:
Ethan Joseph Ayon

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this mat-
ter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be
granted. Any person objecting to
the name changes described
above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant

the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 30, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county
(specify newspaper):  Holtville
Tribune
Date:  March 4, 2019
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: March 4, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By R. Marquez, Deputy
Legal 8837  
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-178
The following person is conducting
business as:
JV Air Conditioning
770 Cedar Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jesus A. Vega
770 Cedar Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
March 1, 2019.
I, Jesus A. Vega Declare that all of
the information in this statement is

true and correct.
Signature: Jesus A. Vega
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 5, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 4, 2024. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8840      
Publish: Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4,
2019

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pursuant to the requirements of the CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) and
the County's "RULES AND REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CEQA, AS AMENDED" the Imperial
County Environmental Evaluation Committee will meet on April 11, 2019 at 1:30pm in the Board of
Supervisors Chambers, 940 Main Street, El Centro, to review the below-mentioned project(s):

(Information Item Only) Assessment #18-0016: Applicant: Le Conte Energy Storage, pro-
poses to construct, operate, and maintain a utility-scale battery energy storage system (BESS) capable of
storing 125 megawatts (MW) of electric energy incorporating traditional lithium-ion batteries located
entirely within the footprint of the existing Centinela Solar Energy Facility (CSE) Project. CSE and the
applicant are affiliates of LS Power Development, LLC. Project information identified in this chapter is
based on technical studies, figures, geographic information system (GIS) research, and the Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) application provided by the applicant. The project is on property legally described as
located within Township 17 South, Range 13 East, in Sections 16 and 17 as shown on the Mount Signal
7.5' USGS Quadrangle. (Supervisorial District #2), [David Black, Planner IV at (442)265-1736, exten-
sion 1746 or by email at davidblack@co.imperial.ca.us].

(Addendum #2 to EIR/EIS) Assessment #16-0008: Applicant: United States Gypsum
Company Expansion/Modernization, proposes the revised mitigation measures 3.3-1 and 3.3-2 to
reduce potential groundwater impacts to individual wells in the Ocotillo Coyote Wells Groundwater
Basin of the U.S. Gypsum Company Expansion/Modernization project approved on March 18, 2008 by
Imperial County. The project is on property legally described as COC PM2313 North ½ of the South ½
of Section 8, Township 16 South Range 11 East (3810 W Evan Hewes Highway, Plaster City, CA), in an
unincorporated area of the County of Imperial, further identified as Assessor's Parcel Number 034-360-
091-000 & 034-360-048-000,(Supervisorial District #2), [Patricia Valenzuela, Planner IV at (442) 265-
1736, extension 1749 or by email at patriciavalenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us].

Assessment #19-0002: Applicant: Thomas Moiola, proposes Parcel Map #02482 to subdivide
one (1) existing agricultural parcel into two (2) individual agricultural parcels down the centerline of
Noland Road to simplify the management of the two parcels. The proposed parcel map would create two
(2) parcels, Parcel 1 into 147.77 Acres and Parcel 2 into 156.14 Acres. The project is being proposed on
property legally described as Portion of Tract 120, Township 14 South, Range 15 East, SBB&M, in an
unincorporated area of the County of Imperial, further identified as Assessor's Parcel Number 041-080-
026-000, (Supervisorial District #5), [Isabel Patten, Planner I at (442) 265-1736, extension 1750 or by
email at isabelpatten@co.imperial.ca.us].

Assessment #19-0005: Applicant: Chapel L Transporters, LLC, proposes Conditional Use
Permit #18-0039 for the expansion of an existing truck and auto facility currently operating under
Conditional Use Permit #06-0005. The project is being proposed on property legally described as Lot 4
of Tract 941 - Unit No. 2, in an unincorporated area of the County of Imperial, further identified as
Assessor's Parcel Number 059-513-015-000,(363 Nina Lee Road, Calexico, CA), (Supervisorial District
#1) [Joe Hernandez, Planner IV at (442)265-1736, extension 1748 or by email at joehernandez@co.impe-
rial.ca.us].

Jim Minnick, Chairman
Environmental Evaluation Committee

Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736.
S:\PLANNING CLERICAL\AGENDAS\2019\EEC\01 24 19 EEC Agenda.docx

Legal 8847 Publish: April 4, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th Street will hold a Public Sale of the
contents of the following units.
Ann Castro C12  $615
Samantha Silva CC12    $454
Alfredo Gallegos B8   $370
Legal 8848
Publish: April 4, 11, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-202
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Calanthe Coffee Company
38 W. 4th St. Ste 14-A
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Jorge Nicolas Martinez Galaviz
702 Linda St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Sergio Alexander Dominguez
1272 Topaz Ct.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by:  A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: March 7, 2019.
I, Jorge Nicolas Martinez
Galaviz, Sergio Alexander
Dominguez, Declare that all of

the information in this statement
is true and correct.
Signature: Jorge Nicolas
Martinez Galaviz, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 13,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 12, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva,  Deputy
Legal 5790      
Publish:  Mar. 21, 28, Apr. 4, 11,
2019
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Holtville Family Unites
Yearly In Honor Of

Grandmother 

FAMILY MEMBERS TRAVEL from as far as Utah, Arizona and
Sacramento to honor the wishes of long time Holtville resident
Flora Cortez Sandoval. The family begins their day with a little
bit of baseball competition, they visit with love ones at the ceme-
tery and end their filled day of fun with a large fiesta at the home
of daughter Rosa Magallanez. Below, pictured are Jesus
Sandoval and Maria Cortez, sister of Flora Cortez Sandoval.
DAVID ARAYA PHOTOS
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