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New Cuchi's Raspados
On Track For

Construction In HoltvilleLopez Elected To
State FFA Office

DAVID LOPEZ WAS ELECTED sentinel for the California FFA organization
last Sunday. David, pictured on the left above with his new fellow officers, is currently
president of the Holtville FFA chapter and will spend the next year serving on the state
officer board, representing California and visiting local chapters throughout the Golden
State.   PHOTO COURTESY CALIFORNIA FFA

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Though dormant for nearly a
year, a long-planned
restaurant/apartment complex on
the downtown square in Holtville
still has a green light but a hold
up in construction is pending the
completion of another project.

The structure, which would
feature a Cuchi's Raspados,
would be built on a vacant lot at
574 Holt Ave.

"My understanding is they
pulled all the permits and paid all
their fees in the last six or eight
weeks," said City Manager Nick
Wells. "A new structure will be
built but the owner is (working
with) a contractor who is already
committed to another project and
must first complete that building
before starting this new one."

The Holtville Planning
Commission approved the proj-
ect in July 2018 by a 4-0 vote that
authorized the submitted design.

Plans call for 1,294 square
foot restaurant with two, two-
bedroom duplex apartments, at
915 square feet each, at the rear
of the restaurant on the Holt Ave.
site. Access to the duplexes
would be through the alley in the
rear. 

The developer requested an
exemption to city code that

requires new buildings in the
downtown A Zone be built right
up to the sidewalk in order to
retain the ambiance and walkabil-
ity of the downtown square. 

A variance was granted since
the restaurant will need a raised
foundation to prevent flooding in
case of a severe storm. The build-
ing would have an Americans
with Disabilities Act-compliant
ramp that would have the build-
ing set back from the property
line, explained Jeorge Galvan,
city planner. 

"There's an overhanging
shade (building arcade) that
extends to the sidewalk but it's
elevated enough to permit pedes-
trians to pass (on the sidewalk),"
said Galvan. 

There would be a parking
space built at the rear of the
building to accommodate five
vehicles, he noted. Street parking
would also be available. 

"You don't want to create a
parking problem," explained
Galvan. "So, the block was
intended as a 'park once' situation
where motorists leave their vehi-
cle to access several businesses,
one after another, without creat-
ing congestion in the area."

He added the restaurant will
only have five tables and sur-

Continued on Page 12

Mineral Extraction,
Hemp Popular
Topics At I.V.
Energy Summit

PART 1

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Talk of industrial hemp pro-
duction was all the rage at day
one of the Imperial Valley Energy
Summit, while day two was ruled
by the popularity of the geother-
mal energy and its partner, miner-
al extraction.

The Imperial Valley
Economic Development Corp.
staged the 12th annual summit
April 24-26. The first two days
were made up of guest speakers,
panel discussions and breakout
sessions at Imperial Valley
College. 

The final day was mostly
tours around energy facilities in
Imperial County, including Im-

Continued on page 13

BY WILLIAM ROLLER,
RICHARD MONTENEGRO

BROWN AND
JAYSON BARNISKE

The alert issued by the
Imperial County Air Pollution
Control District on April 29 was
aimed at those most at risk to par-
ticulates in the air, a health offi-
cial said.

Stephan Munday, the public
health officer for the county
Public Health Department, noted
the alert was at its lowest level
targeting mainly those with asth-
ma or chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease since their respi-
ratory systems are already com-
promised.

"It doesn't mean those sensi-
tive to pollutants should not go
outside but limit exertion, sports.
But it would be O.K. to do sports
indoors," said Munday. "Were we
to get into higher levels of health
advisories it would include other
populations and make additional
recommendations."

Reyes Romero, assistant air
pollution control officer for
Imperial County, said the April
29 warning was a public advisory
sent out as a preventative meas-

ure. Winds were blowing at more
than 25 miles per hour and from
the west, meaning dust was blow-
ing in directly from the deserts,
he said.

A peak gust of 43mph was
registered at the county airport in
Imperial, according to media
reports. 

Romero added that "higher
concentrations" of PM10 (partic-
ulate matter measuring 10
microns or less) were detected at
monitoring stations in Brawley
and Westmorland.

"When concentration of
PM10 is elevated, people with
respiratory problems, especially
the elderly and children, are sus-
ceptible to the impact of this
dust," Romero said.

Some of the most vulnerable
are children with asthma or
adults over 65, explained Aide
Fulton, Imperial Valley child
asthma director at El Centro
Regional Medical Center. Those
with respiratory infections must
take precautions, she advised.

"We don't want parents to be
afraid to send their kids to school.
They should go to school, but fol-
low your asthma plan, carry your
rescue inhaler and medications,"
Fulton said. 

She added the main asthma
triggers are pollen, dust mites,
mold, vehicle emissions and dust
blowing off the exposed seabed
on the shores of the Salton Sea.

"There are a lot of windy
days in Imperial Valley so if there
is a lot of wind, cover your mouth
with a scarf, take medication
before going outside," she said.

Not all susceptible people
have the same symptoms as some
show a late response--reactions
to poor air quality hours or even a
day after an advisory, Fulton
noted. The four most common
symptoms are persistent cough,
wheezing, chest tightness and
shortness of breath. 

Asthma medication can bring
relief within minutes, but if it is
needed more than twice a day a
person should be examined by a
physician for inflammation.

Most important is preven-
tion, she said. People need to be
aware of air quality and one of
the best ways is the school flag
program. There are now more
than 10 schools that post colored
flags to warn of poor air. 

A green flag indicates good
air quality,  a yellow is moderate

Continued on Page 10

Gusty Winds
Bring Dust
Advisory; Local
Air Monitored

Kids riding bicycles to school
used to be a common thing but
seems to have died out in recent
years.

The city and its public safety
agencies are collaborating with
local schools to encourage stu-
dents to get back to pedaling with
Roll Your Wheels To School Day
Friday morning.

Everyone will gather on the
tennis courts behind the library
on Fern Avenue at 7:30 a.m. for a

quick pep talk and review of
bicycle safety before firefighters
and sheriff’s deputies lead stu-
dents to Finley Elementary and
Holtville Middle Schools.

On keeping with the latest at
the box office, students are
encouraged to dress as their
favorite Star Wars character.

The bike ride is a yearly event
and is supplemented by Walk To
School Days held every Fall.

Bike To School Day
Set For Friday
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Woman’s Club May Schedule of Events
May  8 - Beginning Bridge 5:30pm
May 11 - Rubber Duck Regatta 10:00 am

2080 E. Hwy 80 - Bornt Home.
May 14 - Book Section 9:30am
May 15 - Beginning Bridge 5:30pm
May 22 - Beginning Bridge 5:30pm
May 23 - Marathon Bridge Awards & Potluck

12:00pm
May 28 - Ex. Board Meeting 9:30am
May 29 - Speech contest 1:45 pm & Beginning
Bridge 5:30 pm

Holtville Car Show
May 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Holt Park.

Pine School Promotion Ceremony
Tuesday, June 4 at 7 p.m.

Holtville Middle School Promotion Ceremony
Wednesday, June 5 at 7 p.m.

Holtville High School Graduation Ceremony
Thursday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Community CalendarWoman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 02: Cynthia Poloni Lydon, Mia Brown, Sam Hilfiker, Betty
Predmore, Sid Highley, Mark Schmidt.
MAY 03: Chris Sharp, Heribert Holdridge, Cruz Rangel Sr.†, Keith
George, Sam B. Byram, Kerstie Cayne, Kenneth Thompson†
MAY 04: Rosie Allegranza, Ralph Allegranza†, James Wurzbach,
Gage Hass, Gizelle Nunez, Mitch Alexander Fusi, Jackson Dion
Ashurst
MAY 05:  Dayna Riley, Matthew Strahm, Kenadie Littelman, J.P.
Birger IV, Jim Predmore, Ricky Santistevan†.
MAY 06: Jordan P. Villasenor, Bo Espinoza 
MAY 07: Giuliana Dollente, McKenzie Peeks

Anniversaries
MAY 02 : Mr. & Mrs. Terry Allegranza, Mr. & Mrs. John Burgun
MAY 03 : Mr. & Mrs. Chato Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Chad Bailey
MAY 05 : Mr. & Mrs. Greg Seals
MAY 07: Mr. & Mrs. Ben Abatti, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Bryce Smith

Week of May 6th
Mental Health First Aid

(Originally aired on May 2017)
The Mental Health First Aid program is an interactive training that
introduces participants, 16 years of age and over, to risk factors and

warnings signs of mental health problems. This training builds
understanding of the impacts and outlines common treatments.
Mental Health awareness can build safer, happier communities.

. Patricia Arevalo-Caro
Program Supervisor

Center for Clinical Training
ICBHS

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 6 de mayo

Primeros Auxilios de Salud Mental 
(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2017)

El programa de Primeros Auxilios de Salud Mental es un taller inter-
activo que introduce a los participantes mayores de 16 años de edad o
más, a factores de riesgos y señales de advertencia de problemas de

salud mental, construye comprensión de su impacto y describe
tratamientos comunes. 

Marie Arroyo
Supervisora 

Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión
ICBHS-Calexico

BY MARCIA R.
JENNINGS

Despite nearing age 83,
the word “young” perhaps
better applies to Ida
Claybrook than that other
word typically used with ages.
In fact, young is the operative
word for her. 

Ida is easy going, eyes
shimmering with merriment,

and she possesses a silvery,
twangy sounding voice that
makes you smile and wait for
the punch line — even if she’s
not even telling joke. 

Ida, however, has another
take on her voice. She
describes it as being “more
Okie” than her husband’s,
which it is. Either way, it’s
still fun listening to it. 

She and her husband are
pretty evenly matched — two

of a kind, you would say, with
both laying claim to an outgo-
ing and self-confident person-
ality. So far, they’ve been
married for 65 years.

When asked how she met
her husband, she reveals, “On
a blind date. I was going to
high school in El Centro and I
had this girlfriend who was
dating a guy from Holtville.
One day she asked me if I
wanted to go out on a blind
date along with them. Her
boyfriend knew a guy who
was from Oklahoma and was
working for his brother, Ray
Claybrook, a hay contractor in
Holtville. So I said okay. But
first they had to pick me up at
the dress review we were hav-
ing at Meadows School.”

I have to interrupt her:
“Dress review? What’s that?”

“You know, it’s like what
they called back in those days:
home economics. We were
taught to sew and then had to
make a fancy dress and wear a
fancy hat and show it off
(model it) in what they called
the dress review. So, anyway,
my girlfriend and her
boyfriend and my blind date
came to the show and we were
going to leave from there. He
told me later that when I came
out, he couldn’t believe his
luck in getting such a beauti-
ful girl. We just clicked. Still
do. We just never know what’s

coming out of our mouths
next.”

As she’s talking, two
things go through my mind.
First, I remember the annual
spring social tea held at the
Holtville Woman’s Club at the
beginning of April. It’s an
occasion where most of the
women wear the fanciest hats
they can muster up. I realize
that this “dress review” she’s
talking about actually helped
prepare her for “hat events”
such as the ones held at the
Woman’s Club. Of the two
social teas that have been
sponsored so far, Ida and her
daughters, Ronda King,
Rhoda Claybrook, and Renita
Schaffner (the three Rs), have
made flamboyant splashes at
both.       

The other thing I’m think-
ing about as she talks is that
I’ve noticed a picture hanging
on the wall, but it’s too far
away to take in any details.
When she tells me it’s her
wedding picture, I ask to see
it. It turns out to be a picture
of a very young and good
looking couple—movie-star
good looks. What I see makes
me better understand the rest
of the story she’s already
begun to tell me.

“He was so good looking
that I had to ask him twice
when he was going to come
over to see me again.” Ida

laughs. 
She needn’t have bothered.

It was already on his mind.
Eventually, Ronnie was intro-
duced to her folks. After sev-
eral visits, her father’s only
comment was, “Don’t that boy
ever wear dress-up pants?”
But then, that’s the age-old
ritual of all fathers; no boy is
good enough for his daughter. 

As it turned out, the fact
that he wore Levi’s wasn’t
that important. The real issue
popped up when Ida, a junior
in high school at the time, told
her parents she wanted to get
married. Ronnie worked fall
and spring in Arizona, and
winter in California. Cleary,
both Ida and Ronnie were
undergoing an acute case of
separation anxiety. Her father
wasn’t too happy, but that
wasn’t who Ida had to con-
vince. It was her mother.

Ida’s mother, Edna Gun,
left Kansas when she was 15.
She arrived in El Centro and
at 18 married hard-working
Jim Carson, who was then
employed at the Dan Epler
Ranch. 

In the 1940’s, Edna was
working at the Coca Cola
Company as a bottler when
she heard there was a shortage

Continued on Page 8

Ida Claybrook: Just One Look

RONNIE AND IDA CLAYBROOK at their wedding at the First
Methodist Church in El Centro on March 14, 1954.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CLAYBROOK  FAMILY
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Imperial County
Historical Society's Pioneers
Museum is an attraction of which
residents can be proud due in
large part to its volunteers and
contributors, outgoing board
president Darrell Gardner said at
an annual meeting on April 26. "I
can't say enough about our volun-
teers. They've done a whole lot of
things to renovate," said Gardner.
"They work hard and you don't
have to ask them twice." 

One work in progress bring-
ing greater visibility is new west-
ern-themed signage that is being
installed and a new front entrance
fence that will be a head turner,
stressed Gardner.

"Essentially, we're trying to
draw attention to potential visi-
tors who'll notice us and say,
‘We've got to see that’," he said.
"As our donations grow so does
the museum." 

Pioneers will also jettison
analogue phones for a computer-
ized system that transmits calls
over an Internet provider instead
of standard landlines. A savings
of $6,000 a year is expected. 

Following the trail of last fall
2018's successful Ride of the
Century to the East Highline
Canal, a time capsule is under
production. The Nov. 1-2 event
involved 55 riders on horseback,
100 campers and several hundred
tri-tip dinner guests at the muse-
um on the concluding day. 

Riders wrote down personal
perspectives of their lives,
packed along with photographs
and videos to be opened by
descendants in 2118 for a snap-
shot in time of today's world. The
board hopes to order a plaque and
schedule a gala event to soon cel-
ebrate the sealing.

"It's a matter of selecting a
place with lot of foot traffic that
doesn't interfere with under-
ground utility lines," said
Gardner. "Our annual meeting is

a culmination of all the work we
achieved the past year and pass-
ing the baton on to new leader-
ship.”

Leanne Rutherford is this
year's president with Karen
Ayala, president elect, Greg
Smith, secretary, Don Glud,
treasurer. Jurg Heuberger, cura-
tor, Deborah Thornburg, histori-
an and Robert Menvielle, gallery
representative. 

There will also be nine direc-
tors. For the years 2018 to 2020,
they are Cliff Strahm, Mark
Allegranza and Rudy Schaffner.
For 2019 to 2021 it is Geneva
Davidson, Lauren Layton and
Carson Kalin. Meanwhile, years
of 2020 to 2022 includes
Suzanne Rutherford, Terry
Allegranza and Donna Grizzle.

Historian Thornburg praised
Pioneers’ efforts for the prior 20
years of providing free museum
visits for fifth grade students to
the 15 ethnic galleries. According
to the California Department of
Education, it is the fifth grade
that stands to gain the most with
museum exposure in accordance
with their history curriculum.
The idea is focus on settlers'
homelands and what motivated
them to come to Imperial Valley,
and how they managed. 

"We've had 477 students
since January and we'll have
another group in May," said
Thornburg. "Kids go through the
galleries in groups of 10 to 12
and we get our team of docents to
lead them. They're a great bunch
of gals, retired school teachers.
Students learn about the tools set-
tlers brought with them and how
they survived and prospered."

Another point of pride is that
Pioneers just completed its
mobile kitchen, housed in a trail-
er donated by Rudy Schaffner
Dairy Farms, Inc. The county
board of public health inspected
the facility the prior week and it
is cleared to begin operation.

"The thing is, we can have up
to 10 people working in there,

where before caterers had to
truck in prepared food in hot
boxes to keep it warm," said
Schaffner. "We'll be able to add
events, if the board wants to,
which wasn't an option before."

Museum displays were also
highlighted at the event.

Mark Allegranza, a director,
called Pioneers' Cattlemen,
wildlife and farm implement gal-
leries "amazing" and noted a lot
of it is agriculture related.

"It was a land of opportunity
but everybody worked hard
because if they didn't, they

wouldn't eat," he said. "It was the
American dream, resources to
support your family but it was
difficult work--a hundred years
ago there was no air condition-
ing." 

Allegranza, a controller for
Vessey & Company farms, filled
in for Don Glud with the treasur-
er's report. There was income of
$184,799 for 2018. Operating
expenses were $209,560, yield-
ing a deficit of $24,761.
However, in 2017, Pioneers had a
surplus of $51,000. 

"So if you put the two years

together, we had a surplus of
$26,440. We still ended up with
$268,558 annual operating
reserves to cover annual operat-
ing expenses, which run about
$175,000 to $200,000 a year,”
Allegranza said. “But since we
had abnormally more mainte-
nance than typical for 2018, we
had a deficit."

Pioneers maintains about 18
months of operating reserves on
hand and remains a viable con-
cern since its establishment at
East Aten Road, across from
Imperial Valley College, in 1992. 

Pioneers Museum Holds Annual Meeting, New Look Coming 

The Imperial County
National Day of Prayer Task
Force is pleased to invite the
Imperial Valley to 2019’s “Pray
for America – Love One
Another,” based upon John 13:34
which challenges us to mobilize
unified public prayer for
America, Thursday, May 2 at
6:30 p.m., in English at Christ
Community Church, 590 W.
Orange Avenue, El Centro, two
bilingual events, one at the Holt
Park Gazebo in Holtville and
another at Calipatria Community
Church, 180 W. Church Street,
Calipatria, both at 6:30 p.m., and
one event in Spanish at
Rockwood Plaza in Calexico.

Additionally, all Imperial
County youth are invited to
attend “The Prayer Experience”
which is being sponsored by
Youth for Christ, Thursday
evening, May 2, from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. at Calvary Chapel,
1923 Austin Rd., El Centro.

This year’s event, “Pray for
America – Love One Another,”
marks the 68th Annual National
Day of Prayer and the fourteenth
consecutive “Concert of Prayer”
service sponsored by the local
Task Force. The theme Bible
verse is taken from John 13:34,
"Love one another, just as I have
loved you.” The “Concert of

Prayer” includes prayer and wor-
ship, bringing all ages together
from throughout the Imperial
Valley.

Representing many denomi-
nations and backgrounds, this
year’s attendees will join millions
uniting in prayer in thousands of
events from coast to coast.

Besides a time of prayer on
seven points: Government,
Military, Media, Business,
Education, Church, and Family,
there will be praise and worship
by the Crown of Victory Worship
Team under the leadership of
Monica Cardenas with worship
music beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Doors open at 6:15 p.m. KXO’s
Gene Brister will once again
serve as Master of Ceremonies.
Pastors and Ministry Leaders
from throughout Imperial County
will come together in prayer and
unity leading all in each of the
seven points.

The National Day of Prayer
Task Force is the Judeo-Christian
expression of the National Day of
Prayer. It exists to communicate
with every individual the need for
personal repentance and prayer
and to mobilize the Christian
community to intercede for
America’s leaders and its fami-
lies.

National Day of Prayer
To Include Bilingual
Service In Holt Park

RUDY SCHAFFNER (second from left), a Pioneers Museum director, shows off the facility’s new
mobile kitchen after the museum’s annual meeting on April 26.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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Nonverbal Expression Among Bands At Pentagonal's 'Pawfest' 
BY LUIS BURGOS 

Guests at the Pentagonal
Brewing Company in Imperial
seem to be no strangers to danc-
ing and enjoying good music, at
least that seemed to be the gener-
al consensus on April 27.

Several bands showed off
their best material to a packed
house in the "Pawfest Music
Festival" April 26-27 in conjunc-
tion with a Humane Society of
Imperial County pet adoption
event.

Professional-grade equip-
ment towered over Nonverbal
Expression as the three-member
band jammed through its set.
Such events are an excellent
opportunity for local bands to get
their music heard and expand
their followings, the musicians
said. 

Nonverbal Expression is
from Calexico and was founded
by its lead singer and guitarist,
Javier Hernandez. Following the
riveting set, the band thanked the
crowd and members discussed
their background while packing
up their instruments.

"I've been quite involved in

music ever since high school,"
the 23-year-old Hernandez said.
"I started this band around 2015.
I was playing in another band
before starting this one, until I
eventually felt like trying some-

thing new so I decided to go for
it." 

Hernandez noted he has a
number of musical inspirations,
mostly from one genre. 

"I've mainly been inspired by

bands like The Strokes, The
Vines, The Cribs. Mainly indie
rock and other acts in that scene.
I've always enjoyed and been
drawn to entertaining people,
ever since I can remember. And

this band helps me do that," he
said.

As band drummer Robert
Graham did roadie grunt work
packing heavy equipment into
the trunk of his car, he said the
labor is worth it once the band is
on stage. 

"Seeing people vibe to the
music, knowing that they're
enjoying themselves, and being
able to scan the crowd from the
main stage is all the reinforce-
ment I can ask for," Graham said.

Many patrons of Pentagonal
Brewing showed support after
the show, conversing with the
band members. 

"It feels great, you know?"
said backup singer and bassist
Lou Francis. "It feels amazing
when you're up there, and see
people dancing or even mouthing
the words to your song. That's
what has always drawn me to
music, being able to express
yourself in a unique way that
people can resonate with. I want
to do for people what my favorite
bands did for me." 

Pentagonal Brewing is locat-
ed at 115 N. Imperial Ave. in
Imperial and regularly hosts live
music.

MEMBERS OF THE band Nonverbal Expression, Lou Francis (left) Robert Graham (center)
Javier Hernandez (right), perform on April 27 at Pentagonal Brewing Company in Imperial during
the Pawfest Music Festival. Held in conjunction with the Humane Society of Imperial County, the
event on April 26-27 also included pet adoptions.   LUIS BURGOS PHOTO

PMH 2019 Norm Lassey Golf Classic
THE 17TH ANNUAL Norm Lassey Golf
Tournament was held Saturday, April 27, at Del
Rio Country Club in Brawley. Many came to
honor the late Norman Lassey. Lassey was
involved in many community projects. He served
on the Board of the Pioneers Memorial Hospital
Foundation and received the Margaret Award
named after his wife in 2012. He organized a golf
tournament to benefit the hospital, which is now
an annual event. 

Pictured:  L to R: Ray Soto, Sammy Pacheco,
Craig Bartel and Ryan Kelley.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SAMMY PACHECO
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If you can’t find
our paper, you can
always subscribe!
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(760) 356-2995
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Former Chronicle Publisher John Steppling's Contributions Endure 
BY MARIO CONDE

Those who knew John
Steppling as the Calexico
Chronicle publisher for decades
always considered him a role
model due to his involvement and
contributions to the city.

As a journalist, he was known
for his integrity in reporting the
happenings in Calexico and peo-
ple considered him a mentor and
friend.  Steppling was in some
ways the "Walter Cronkite of
Calexico" for supporting the
journalism industry and owning a
hyper-local border newspaper for
more than 30 years. He was often
in the middle of business and
political conversations, thus feel-
ing the pulse of the city.

"He had a radio voice. He
should have been on radio
announcer, but he was like a
teacher and he loved to write
about history," said Hildy
Carrillo, who became the manag-
ing editor of the Chronicle upon
Steppling's retirement in 1991.

City politics was Steppling's
forte, though in a gentlemanly
manner, Carrillo recalled.

"He did get into the politics
of things but he wasn't a 'hit-
below-the-belt' kind of guy. He
very was fair. He didn't like
cussing and had a loud voice, not
because he was scolding you. It
was loud because he sounded like
a megaphone. But he was really a
sweetheart," she said. 

Carrillo said Steppling was an
art collector and he donated all

his collection to the San Diego
State University, Imperial Valley
Campus, explaining if they ever
need money they could sell the
pieces. Steppling also worked
with then-Calexico City Council
Member Rollie Carrillo and oth-
ers to bring the SDSU campus to
Calexico. The campus art gallery
is named after him.

"His editorials told the truth
as to how many people felt but
did not express it," said Loli
Torres, who worked for the
Calexico Chronicle for 17 years.
"He also started the project on
Arbor Day of planting trees in the
park and other areas. There were
just too many projects that he
inspired through the city."

She added, "He would always
hire the youth and start training

them in the back shop or report-
ing sports."

In an essay read at an event
organized by the Calexico
Historical Commission in 2014
celebrating the 110 years of the
Calexico Chronicle, Diana Meza
Scott wrote Steppling fought for
the city on a wide range of issues
over the years and was an elo-
quent speaker and ambassador.  

"As a journalist, his stories
were always accurate and fair,
qualities he kept throughout his
career," Meza Scott wrote. "He
detested closed-door, back-room
meetings in local government
and made sure citizens knew

from the outset that the people's
business should be done in the
bright light of day. 

Torres recalled every week
Steppling would fire his staff but
would welcome them back later
in the day to finish the job.

"We would just walk away
and then back into the building
and he would start giving us
instructions as if nothing had
been said," Torres remembered.

Steppling was a member of
the Calexico Rotary Club, Elks
Lodge, Calexico Chamber of
Commerce and served as the

Continued on Page 7

FORMER CALEXICO CHRONICLE publisher John Steppling,
who ran the publication for 30 years until 1991. 
PHOTO FROM CALEXICO CHRONICLE ARCHIVES

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE 
Friday 5/3 and Saturday 5/4. 

1960 Parobi Dr. Holtville 
6am-noon.

Furniture, Tools, Dishes, Clothes,
Electric Dryer, much much more.

How it happened? Old
emails back in use?

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

A devastating April 13 ransomware
attack on Imperial County’s computer net-
work, website, email and phone systems
has already cost more than $1 million to
repair with more work needed, county
officials said.

“Like I said, it’s going to be a painful
process” to rebuild, county board
Chairman Ryan Kelley said April 30. “The
most important message is, county offices
are fully operational and serving the pub-
lic. We will still have some limitations as
we continue to secure our network.”

A malware variant known as “Ryuk”
was unleashed on the county’s computer
network and an online note appeared
demanding a ransom payment in bitcoin --
- a type of digital currency --- to unlock
the system and restore the county’s access

to its information, officials have said. 
The ransom was reportedly more than

$1 million, though county officials have
declined to confirm the amount.

The county board during an emer-
gency meeting April 15 opted to fight back
and rebuild the system rather than give
into ransom demands.

Officials have maintained that no per-
sonal information was lost or compro-
mised.

Kelley said the county is tracking all
costs and has so far spent more than $1
million in equipment and technical assis-
tance, with the lion’s share of that money
being covered by an insurance claim.
Kelley said the county was insured against
a cyberattack.

So far, Kelley said, “We are well with-
in the coverage of our claim.”

While he did not have exact amounts,
Kelley said the county is having to dip into
special funds “to help pay for those securi-
ty enhancements” not covered by insur-
ance. 

“Some things are covered by insur-

ance, and some things aren’t. That’s why
we’re keeping track,” he added.

The county did have to pay at least
$50,000 out of pocket as its contribution to
the claim, Kelley added.

“As of today (April 30), email is back
up, the website (www.co.imperial.ca.us) is
back up, and the reconstitution of depart-
ments is staggered,” he said. “Some have
limited access, and some have full access
to their records.”

The county’s main emails with the suf-
fix @co.imperial.ca.us were rendered
unusable by the attack but are now
restored. County officials had used Google
“@gmail” emails as replacements. 

County Public Information Officer
Linsey Dale stated in an email April 30
county information and technology staff
was “migrating our email into a new sys-
tem and is expecting to be functioning at
full capacity on May 1. The county’s web-
site and phone system have been 100 per-
cent restored.” 

Kelley said every day the county is
receiving new equipment, such as comput-
ers and servers. He added there are also
new firewalls up and new protocols in
place. 

Some examples, Kelley said, include
guidance for county employees on how
and why to be vigilant about what emails
they open, and there are “added layers of
protection, not just on their workplace
computers, but on the personal electronic
devices” employees are issued by the
county. Such devices, he said, have been
“screened and cleaned.”

Dale added the county has purchased a
subscription to a training platform to pre-
vent further attacks and viruses. 

“We’re able to do the business of the
county today,” Kelley said.

Still, some departments have been
badly hobbled by the ransomware attack.
Clerk/Recorder Chuck Storey said April
30 his department continues to climb out
from under the rubble.

“It wiped us out. We were down for
three days trying to figure out where our
path was to rebuilding,” Storey said. 

From April 15-17 documents such as
deeds of trust, title changes, death and
birth records, marriage licenses and more
could not be recorded. Storey said it was-
n’t until April 18 that his department
began accepting documents to be recorded
and payment for those documents. Even
then, he said, it was being done manually.

On April 26, the department went back

online, but only partially. The public still
cannot fully access past records through
public computers at the department’s front
counter.

“We’re still struggling to make every-
thing work the way it did before this all
happened,” Storey said. “It’s going to be a
bit before we’re back in smooth opera-
tion.”

He added, “My staff is just doing a
wonderful job; they are busting their little
fannies. They are beyond praise; they’re
doing marvelous, marvelous work.”

The Clerk/Recorder uses specialized
software developed by South Tech
Systems, and Storey said the firm volun-
teered its services free of charge to the
county to get the Recorder’s Office back
online.

“Had it not been for them, we would
not be back where we are now,” he said.

During the April 23 county board
meeting, as part of the consent agenda, the
board voted 5-0 to issue county Chief
Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas Jr., and
the county’s purchasing agent “blank
check” powers for expenditures related to
“urgent technology matters” stemming
from the attack. 

Sometime after the discovery of
the ransomware attack, the county contact-
ed the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
which worked with the county on a foren-
sic investigation into the incident, Imperial
County Supervisor Ray Castillo said April
19. 

Dale stated the attack is still under
investigation but did not answer by whom.

The county never lost any infor-
mation, officials have said, as all systems
were backed up.

Ryuk is the same malware that was
believed to have caused havoc at newspa-
pers throughout the country, including the
Los Angeles Times, the weekend of Jan. 1,
the Times reported.

“Once Ryuk gets into a network, it
spreads from computer to computer, node
to node, encrypting important files along
the way with an unbreakable code,” the
Times report states. “Try to access the
encrypted data, and the malware presents a
ransom note: deposit bitcoin into an
anonymous wallet and receive a key to
decrypt your entire system. Refuse to pay
and the files remain locked for good.” 

The Calexico Chronicle first reported
April 18 that the culprit in the attack was
believed to be ransomware.

$1 million and Counting For Ransomware Recovery
Imperial County:

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

The ransomware that disabled
Imperial County’s computer system
entered the network through a ‘phishing’
email with an attachment that was opened,
county Board of  Supervisors Chairman
Ryan Kelley said on May 1.

County officials had not previously
revealed the cause of the cyberattack that
for weeks crippled the county computer
system, emails, website and parts of its
phone system. 

Kelley was reluctant to say it was one
person who was responsible for opening
the email, because others opened the email
after the initial infection. 

"It was a cascade of events," he said.
"I don't want to say one person did it ...

We know where the first piece happened;
our patient zero," Kelley said. "But there's
more to it than that. Others also opened it."

He added information is still being
gathered about how many computers were

affected initially, and how it spread
through the network.

"We know how far it got, but the early
stages of its entry, we're still looking at
that," he said.

Kelley added the county plans to issue
a full report on the attack to the public in
four or five weeks.

The county discovered on April 13 a
malware variant known as “Ryuk” had
blocked access to the county computer
network, website, email and parts of its
phone system. A ransom—unconfirmed at
more than $1 million--was demanded for
access to be returned.

So-called ‘phishing’ scams send out
emails with attachments masquerading as
important messages from reputable or
legitimate businesses, such as banks or
credit card companies. 

Kelley added the county has received
several calls to share information with
"other governmental agencies being
attacked right now by the same malware,"
but did not say which agencies had
inquired.

Opened Infected Email Source of
Ransomware Attack
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Border Patrol News

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 24

PERILS OF LATE-NIGHT
DRINKING: At 12:51 a.m.
an Orange Avenue resident
called sheriffs to report that
her adult son had been drink-
ing and was causing problems
at the family’s home. Deputies
were dispatched to intervene
and try to calm the young man
down.

FRIDAY,
APRIL 26

NO SEAT BELT: At 8:59
a.m. a deputy reported stop-
ping a motorist at Sixth and
Walnut after noticing that she
wasn’t wearing her seat belt.
She was let off with a warning
about the importance of safe-
ty.
MORNING DISCUSSION:
At 9:09 a.m. a deputy reported
stopping at Samaha Park after
seeing a couple having what
looked like a heated discus-
sion. They told the deputy that
they had been having an argu-
ment about an unspecified
issue.
SQUATTERS: At 9:46 a.m.
deputies were requested at a
house on Olive Avenue that
had been red-tagged by the
fire department. Firefighters
said that they thought there
were squatters living inside
the home and requested that
they be cleared out. Two
deputies were dispatched to
take care of the problem.
THE RULES ARE FOR
EVERYONE: At 10:32 a.m.

a deputy advised dispatchers
that he would be stopping a
bicyclist at Fifth and Orange
after seeing him fly through a
stop sign. The rider was
advised that he still needed to
take precautions and follow
the rules of the road even
though he wasn’t driving a
motor vehicle.
BICYCLE STOLEN: At
10:31 a.m. a call was received
from a Palm Avenue resident
about a stolen bicycle. The
bike was thought to have been
stolen sometime during the
night and was described as a
blue Fit-brand BMX bike with
stickers on it. A deputy was
dispatched to take a report.
RECKLESS DRIVER: At
10:36 p.m. the California
Highway Patrol advised sher-
iff’s dispatchers that they had
received word of a reckless
driver headed northbound on
Orchard Road towards
Holtville. The vehicle was last
reported near Haven Road and
deputies were quickly dis-
patched to see if they could
catch the vehicle’s driver
before he or she made it into
town.
NOT EVERYONE LIKES
IT LOUD: At 11:39 p.m. a
complaint was received about
loud music being played on
East Seventh Street. A deputy
spoke with the music lovers
and they agreed to turn the
volume down to keep peace
with the neighbors.

SATURDAY,

APRIL 27
GOOD SAMARITAN: At
7:15 a.m. a resident went into
the local substation to turn in a
purse that he had found. The
handbag contained money,
documents and other personal
property. A deputy took the
purse and made attempts to
locate the owner.
SCHOOL ALARM: At 2:32
p.m. a deputy reported hearing
what sounded like a burglar
going off on the north side of
the high school. The alarm
was reported to have turned
itself off and all of the
entrances to the school were
secure.
COUPLES COUNSELING:
At 4:28 p.m. an East Fifth
Street resident requested a
deputy because she was hav-
ing problems with her hus-
band. The woman told a
deputy that they were arguing
because the man hadn’t been
picking up his clothes. The
couple was counseled and the
man agreed to pick up his
clothing.
NOT VERY NEIGHBOR-
LY: At 5:04 p.m. a West
Seventh Street requested that
deputies intervene in an ongo-
ing dispute with her neighbor,
who was said to have recently
destroyed some of her plants.
Deputies spoke with both par-
ties about their problems.
BETTER GET BOTH OF
THOSE TAKEN CARE
OF: At 9:00 p.m. a deputy
reported pulling over a vehi-

cle at Seventh and Chestnut
after noticing that it had a
burned out headlight. The
driver was advised of the
problem and was told that she
would need to get a California
drivers license if she was
going to be living here. She
had a Mexican drivers
license.
LEFT OPEN: At 10:47 p.m.
a deputy reported stopping to
check on a vehicle with an
open door at Fourth and
Walnut. The vehicle was
secured.

SUNDAY,
APRIL 28

SHOVED DURING AN

ARGUMENT: At 4:12 a.m. a
caller wanted to get informa-
tion about what could be done
after a friend’s ex-husband
who had pushed her friend
during a heated argument.
The woman told her that she
didn’t want the man to be
arrested. A deputy was to
attempt to make contact and
see what could be done.
WHERE THERE’S
SMOKE: At 5:28 a.m. a
deputy spotted smoke near the
skate park on Fourth Street
and found a brush fire in
progress. The fire department
was dispatched.

Border Patrol Arrests Man
Attempting to Smuggle

Methamphetamine

El Centro Sector Border
Patrol agents working at the

Highway 86 immigration
checkpoint arrested a man
suspected of smuggling
methamphetamine on Sunday.

The incident occurred at
approximately 6 p.m., when a

24-year-old man drove a Grey
Acura to the checkpoint.  A
Border Patrol canine detec-
tion team alerted to the vehi-
cle.  Agents sent the vehicle to
secondary inspection for a
further examination. 

While in secondary
inspection, Border Patrol
agents discovered several
packages hidden inside natu-
ral voids of the vehicle.
Agents determined that the
substance was consistent with
the characteristics of metham-
phetamine.

The total weight of the
methamphetamine discovered
was 6.73 pounds, with an esti-
mated value of $16,100.

The man, a United States
citizen, the methamphetamine
and vehicle were turned over
to the Imperial County
Sheriff's Office Border Crime
Suppression Team.

BORDER PATROL ARRESTS man attempting to smuggle
methamphetamine in hidden compartments of car.
USBP COURTESY PHOTO

chairman of the Calexico hospital
board. He also organized charita-
ble fundraising events.

Torres said even though she
was his employee, he taught her a
lot about life, people and how to
give back to Calexico.

"Even though I didn't want to
leave the Chronicle, our business
had been affected and our payroll
checks would bounce so he
thought it was going under," she
said. "He encouraged Eddie
Albanez from the employment
office to give me an opportunity
and I got hired by the state. I
wanted to remain, but he was
looking out for me as a younger
mother." 

Meza Scott worked for

Steppling for 10 years and agreed
that he was a mentor that cared a
lot about his employees.

"He was always by our side.
Though separated by generations,
I would be spellbound or scared
to death by his firm but gentle
counsel, his admonitions about
the importance of education, eth-
ical behavior, morality, never tak-
ing shortcuts, absolute accuracy
and double-checking, then triple-
checking," Meza Scott stated.

As the Calexico Chronicle
celebrates its 115th anniversary
this year, John Steppling's legacy
and memory are highly regarded
for his journalism and mentor-
ship for many young people who
later became community leaders.

Chronicle....from page six
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On April 27, Sarah
Grizzle from the Holtville
FFA Chapter received the
Zenith Insurance Company
Scholarship at the 91st
California FFA Leadership
Conference in Anaheim.
Sarah will receive $2,000 to
use towards college. 

Sarah is a senior at
Holtville High School.
Some of her favorite FFA

memories include the
Regional Officer
Leadership Conference,
being a national delegate,
and the Sacramento
Leadership Experience.

Next year, Sarah will be
attending the California
State Polytechnic
University, San Luis
Obispo.

Sarah Grizzle
Receives

FFA Scholarship

of teachers. Wanting to
improve herself, she applied
at McKinley Elementary
School and was accepted as a
kindergarten teacher’s aide.
Still not satisfied, she
enrolled in night classes and
obtained her teaching creden-
tial.

Later, moving on from
kindergarten, she taught first,
third and fifth grades, accu-
mulating 25 years of teaching
at McKinley and Lincoln ele-
mentary schools in El
Centro.

“My dad only swatted me
once,” says Ida. “My mom
took care of all the rest of the
swatting and disciplining. I
learned to read
because of her, but I hated it.
Sometimes, I’d be running to
go out and play and she’d
catch me and tell me it was
time to read. She would sit
me down and make me prac-
tice.”

When Ida shared her

intent to marry at 17 years
old, with only three years of
high school education under
her belt, her mother didn’t
take it lightly. Ida kept plead-
ing and pleading; trying to
break down the barrier. 

“I’m going to finish
school afterwards, mom. I
swear,” she recalls saying.

Whether out of sheer
exhaustion or because her
mother realized she had to
give in for the sake of peace,
Ida and Ronnie were finally
granted permission to marry,
which they did on March 14,
1954. Ida did indeed keep her
promise to her mother. After
marrying, she finished her
high school education in less
than a year. 

Next week: Part 2 of the life of
Ida Claybrook.
Marcia R. Jennings is a mem-
ber of the Holtville Woman’s
Club. 

Ida......................from page two
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NEVER MISS AN ISSUE!!
Subscribe to your community 

newspaper today!
Give Us A Call,  (760) 356-2995

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
George B. Cobarruvia
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000482 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: George B. Cobarruvia
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Sergio S. Cobarruvia
in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Sergio S. Cobarruvia be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: May 17, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-

tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a gener-
al personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Ryan D. Childers
1430 Broadway St.
El Centro, CA 92243
760-353-3484
Endorsed: April 30, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Fernanda Aguilar,  Deputy
Legal 6195  
Publish: May 2, 9, 16, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIEN SALE
AK-C Mini Storage, 1549 Dogwood Rd., El Centro 92243, 760 -
681-6555. To be paid in full by May 9th, 2019 with CASH or
MONEY ORDER or will be sold.
Lizeth Merino $180.00 Unit #1
Jennifer Montesionos $275.00 Unit #131
Ralph Collazo $405.00 Unit #129
Frank Stevens $470.00 Unit #105

Legal 6194 Publish: May 2, 2019

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE 
Friday 5/3 and Saturday 5/4. 

1960 Parobi Dr. Holtville 
6am-noon.

Furniture, Tools, Dishes, Clothes,
Electric Dryer, much much more.

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
You are a mystery lately, Aries. No
one is quite sure what you will do
next and you may like to surprise.
But share your plans every so often
with those closest to you.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, surround yourself with pos-
itive people who maintain opti-
mistic outlooks. Many opportuni-
ties will open up if you keep a pos-
itive attitude.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you may resist social activ-
ities this week at first, but soon you
will get swept up in the fun and lose
your inhibitions. Use social activi-
ties as a way to network.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, if you are thinking about a
career move, it's about time you put
your plans in motion. This week
you may find you are full of energy
and ready for a new challenge. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, a renewed sense of enthusiasm
has you eager to get started on
future plans. Perhaps a new course
of study will suffice and pave the
way for new experiences.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
A chance encounter with an old
flame stirs up feelings you didn't
realize you still had, Virgo. Even if
these feelings are less dramatic,
you're still tempted to act on them.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, it is up to you to initiate
action in a situation that leaves you
somewhat uncomfortable this
week. Don't hesitate to step up and
take charge. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
A difference of opinion may be
highlighted at work this week when
you are confronted by a coworker,
Scorpio. Act with integrity, but be
firm with your resolve.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, others may try to stop

you from having fun, but you are
determined to enjoy yourself. Your
entire week is focused on having a
good time with friends and family.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, although you cannot
control all of the changes in your
life, you do have firm control over
your personal health. Don't put off
revamping your diet and exercise
plan.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, close friends will keep
you pretty busy over the next few
days, but you can handle it. Let off
steam with a few different fun
activities when time allows.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Use caution when making deci-
sions this week, Pisces. You can be
prone to impulsive behavior, and
you don't want to find yourself in
trouble.
*For Entertainment Purposes Only

HOROSCOPES: MAY 2 - 8

air quality, orange means
unhealthy for sensitive groups, red
is unhealthy for everybody and
purple is very unhealthy. More
information about the flag alerts is
available at www.imperialval-
leyair.org.   

Many sensors are placed
through the efforts of Comite
Civico Del Valle, a Brawley-based
nonprofit environmental advocacy
group, said Luis Olmedo Velez, its
executive director.

Looking at his cell phone dur-
ing an interview on April 29, Velez
said, “The conditions we recorded
today varied. I get alerts from an
app we will release to the public in
a few months. It is in beta testing
now.”

He added, “At 7:30 this morn-
ing it alerted me to unhealthy for
sensitive groups. And it went back
and forth from moderate to
unhealthy. Whenever there is a
shift it alters me. That last alert I
received was at 2:30 p.m. reading
low risk.”

Velez said the group has more
than 40 air quality sensors. 

“We have one in Mexicali and
several others all throughout the
Imperial Valley up to Coachella
with the highest density of sensors
near Imperial,” he said.

Rich Hill, assistant principal of
Wilson Junior High School, noted
the school has had an air-quality
monitor on its gymnasium roof
since the flag program's inception

four years ago. Checking the air
quality on April 30 he said it had a
green flag.

"We're in the green 90 percent
of the time," assured Hill. "We
only went yellow or beyond two to
three days last year. Calexico and
Mexicali seem to have more yel-
low flag days, and sometimes
Niland. It seems to affect the outly-
ing areas more."

Mike Gilbert, Pioneers
Memorial Healthcare District car-
diopulmonary director, stated he
was advised by John Calderon, the
district asthma navigator, of the sit-
uation singled out by the advisory
posting. 

"He said that we only had one
ER asthma admission during the
air quality alert," Gilbert reported
in an email. "The alerts are helpful
to let residents with asthma be
aware of the poor quality air. But
there is the misconception out
there that Imperial Valley, and
especially the north end, that we
have a higher incidence of asthma.
What the statistics actually show is
that our incidence of asthma is
similar to the rest of California, but
our utilization of ER and hospital-
ization are higher."

Munday stressed while wind-
blown dust can be an irritant, it is
usually filtered out by the nose.
However, it is the particulates too
small to be seen by the eye that are
most dangerous. These include
PM10 and PM 2.5, fine particles

that can embed in the lungs.
Romero said Air Pollution

Control evaluated the data from
April 29 and found that Imperial
County "had no violations of the
federal standard" set by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
of 150 micrograms per cubic meter
of PM10 averaged over 24 hours.

Monica Soucier, Air Pollution
division manager in charge of the
air-monitoring stations, said “We
are not health experts, however,
the U.S. EPA does have on its web-
site general guidelines that all air
pollution control districts follow. 

She added the site describes
different types of respiratory ail-
ments that elevated PM10 "may
trigger. The caveat to that is, if you
do feel something, go seek out a
doctor."

Soucier said the county Air
Pollution Control’s website nor-
mally has a weather forecast/out-
look every morning, but she said
that feature has not been available
due to damage from the ran-
somware attack. (See related sto-
ries in this issue.)

Romero said that is why the
media advisory went out and also
an advisory through the APCD's
social media accounts.

Matt Dessert, county Air
Pollution Control officer, said,
"This is just our effort at being a
little bit more proactive with the
environmental justice movement
and everything else happening.”

Wind...........................................from page one Brooks Building Neighbors
Remain In Limbo

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

A representative for the
owner of the buildings adjacent
to the Brooks Jewelry building
destroyed by a Feb. 11 fire said
tenant businesses are still hoping
to return to the location but can-
not yet proceed with rebuilding.

The damage to the Brooks
building at 598 W. Main St. in El
Centro caused its owner to tear it
down in April. The fire was ruled
an arson but no suspects have
been identified, city officials
said. 

The Brooks building had
housed El Dorado Printing and
Embroidery whose owner, Jacob
Zavala, has not commented on
the fate of the business. 

However, several businesses
in the neighboring structures at
584 and 588 W. Main suffered
water damage forcing owners to
relocate.  

"They're still waiting for an
estimate from the insurance
adjuster," said Rick McManus, an
agent for his son, PaulMcManus,
who owns the properties.

The 588 address is where the
Gold & Diamond Exchange was.
Lonnie Main, who leases his
space from McManus and is
manager for the two properties,
currently operates out of Simply
at Home, a nearby antiques store.
Main previously said he had
cleaned debris from his former
location by the end February.

"The insurance company is
key and we're just waiting," said
McManus. "Financially every
project is a little different. But
they'll let us know when they
come up with the numbers. The
insurance company is in full con-
trol."

Other tenants experiencing
water damage were The Chop-

Continued on Page 16
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Legal 8860 Publish: May 2, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ANCILLARY ESTATE OF:
PEDRO NAVARRO
OSORNIO, Decedent 
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000483 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Pedro Navarro
Osornio, aka Pedro N. Osornio,
aka Pedro Osornio
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Pedro Osornio, aka
Pedro E. Osornio in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Pedro Osornio, aka Pedro
E. Osornio, be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer
the ancillary estate of the dece-

dent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate.The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the ancillary estate
under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the per-
sonal representative to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however,
the personal representative will
be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented
to the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an interest-

ed person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: May 17, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,

you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a gener-
al personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person
interested in the ancillary estate,
you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form

DE-154) of the filing of an inven-
tory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(76) 352-7800
Endorsed: May 01, 2019 
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By:Fernanda Aguilar,  Deputy
Legal 6193  
Publish: May 2, 9, 16, 2019
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rounding businesses will be
closed for the evenings and
weekends when Cuchi’s is
expected to see most of its busi-
ness.

"I think that's what downtown
calls for--those type of mixed-use
structures," said Galvan. "It's not
a full service dinner establish-

ment; clientele will cycle in and
out. It's certainly appropriate use
for the area." 

Wells also looked forward to
the prospect and said, "I'm excit-
ed to see any new development,
especially on the square. Having
a commercial entity is preferable
to having an empty space."

Cuchi’s.............from front page

A HOPE FOR MORE COMMERCE: This vacant lot at 574 Holt
Avenue in downtown Holtville is the planned site of a Cuchi’s
Raspados and two apartments. Construction is expected to begin
soon, once the chosen contractor finishes another project.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOGRAPHS
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perial Irrigation District's large-
scale battery-energy storage sys-
tem and EnergySource's geother-
mal plant near the Salton Sea. 

The meat of the three-day
event was the first two days as
representatives from energy firms
from throughout the United
States came face to face with
local government officials and
other renewable energy stake-
holders to mingle, network and
try to establish themselves in one
of the country's renewable energy
hotbeds.

"This is a good chance to
showcase Imperial County to all
the visitors from around the
nation," District 3 Imperial
County Supervisor Michael
Kelley said April 25. "We have a
bright future in Imperial County.
We cannot let it slip through our
fingers."

"It's good to bring together all
of these people interested in (pur-
suing renewable energy) opportu-
nities in the county," Imperial
County board Chairman Ryan
Kelley said April 25. "I think it
(the focus of the Energy Summit)
does need to change to bring in
more than just renewables …"

However, Ryan Kelley added,
"It's useful to our agencies to
have networking with developers
and concepts."

The ultimate goal for the
county is job creation.  While
there wasn't any specific employ-
ment numbers to speak of, county
officials said they feel the geot-
hermal industry and mineral
extraction from the geothermal
"brine," or byproduct, and the
agricultural production of indus-
trial hemp will create hundreds of
local jobs in the coming years.

A geothermal plant creates
electricity using underground hot
water brought up through
wells.However, the water, which
is re-injected back into the
ground, has a high mineral con-
centration. Extracting those min-
erals is seen as an ancillary indus-
try that could create many jobs.  

While Michael Kelley said he
doesn't see many jobs being creat-
ed in the immediate future, he
added, "but long-term is pretty
dynamic … the investigation of

hemp and lithium extraction,
once that happens, I think it will
explode here." 

IVEDC Executive Director
Tim Kelley pointed to Australia's
Controlled Thermal Resources as
a major job creator on the cusp of
beginning construction on what
will become the largest geother-
mal energy plant in North
America.

"Their geothermal plant will
be a large job creator, and their
lithium extraction facilities could
double the amount of jobs you
would find in a normal geother-
mal plant," Tim Kelley said. 

He added Controlled Thermal
Resources is scheduled to kick off
construction of its geothermal
plant and mineral extraction facil-
ity by the end of 2018.

What seemed to be the most
well-attended event on April 25
was the afternoon panel discus-
sion, "Geothermal Tomorrow:
New Developments and Mineral
Extraction," featuring, among
other panelists, Controlled
Thermal Resources Chief
Executive Officer Rod Colwell,
Vince Signorotti of
EnergySource, and Will Pettitt of
the Geothermal Resource
Council.

Pettitt, whose organization
boasts 1,200 members in 44 coun-
tries, stressed the need for long-
term thinking in the geothermal
industry now that the state of
California has Senate Bill 100 on
the books. It calls for 100 percent
of retail energy to come from
renewable sources by 2045.

"We really need long-term
thinking and we need it now," he
said.

He explained the develop-
ment of geothermal energy has a
long lead time in  development,
and its capital costs are much
higher than other renewable
resources such as wind and solar.
In addition, the state is in need of
a major upgrade and expansion of
its transmission capabilities to
facilitate the movement of energy
around the powerline grid.

"The geothermal community
needs to collaborate" and be flex-
ible, Pettitt said, creating synergy
with not just advocates of other

renewable resources, but with the
oil, gas and mining industries.

Supervisors' Chairman Ryan
Kelley, who would later speak
about how legislative policy
affects renewable energy devel-
opment, told the Calexico
Chronicle in between sessions
geothermal energy has been a
hard sell to state lawmakers in
recent years. Many tax credits and
opportunities have instead gone
to wind and solar, but he said
geothermal is once again gaining
some favor as companies such as
Controlled Thermal Resources
and EnergySource push ahead
with plants and mineral extrac-
tion. 

Mineral extraction, Ryan
Kelley indicated, has companies
"pivoting" away from talk of
geothermal only. 

"They can't get the interest in
geothermal plants, but they can in
lithium extraction," he said.

Ryan Kelley added the county
wants to see the emphasis put
back on geothermal because of its
ability to create more jobs, as well
as revenue for the county through
increased property and other
taxes. Developing the geothermal
industry near the Salton Sea also
factors into plans for its restora-
tion and pollution mitigation.

"Geothermal has a bigger
impact in job creation and proper-
ty tax. … We've been waiting to
see geothermal get a level playing
field with other renewable proj-
ects," Ryan Kelley said. "It has
not happened."

He added the county, working
with local stakeholders such as
IID, state lawmakers and lobby-
ists, have "made multiple
attempts to have legislation
address the need for new geother-
mal development in California"
and that during "this past legisla-
tive session, we came up short
again in Sacramento."

Ryan Kelley added the county
has even gone through the regula-
tory process with the Public
Utilities Commission and the
Energy Commission and "we still
cannot get the attention on geot-
hermal." 

Ultimately, he said, the coun-
ty wants to see legislation that

says "We want to see 500
megawatts of new geothermal
because where are you going to
get that energy but here in
Imperial County?" 

He said that kind of language
has been requested in two bills
over the last four years but has
not made the cut into law.

That seems to where the
extraction of minerals, and other
ancillary developments to geot-
hermal, can come into play, he
said. That was also the point
made repeatedly during the panel
discussion. 

Pettitt talked about adding
value to future geothermal proj-
ects not just by lithium mining,
but even hydrogen production,
desalination, hybrid solar projects
and further mining.

Controlled Thermal
Resources' Colwell, when talking
about his company's project, did
not lead his discussion with talk
of energy production, but with
mineral extraction. He cited the
major supply gap vs. the demand
for minerals such as lithium,
which is being driven by the elec-
tric-vehicle industry and the
development of utility-scale bat-
tery storage.

Colwell spoke of the conven-
tional ways that lithium, for
instance, is being mined around
the world today through massive
evaporation ponds and strip min-
ing, methods that are "expensive
and leave large physical foot-
prints." 

The process that Controlled
Thermal Resources will use will
leave a small footprint, contain no
open cut mining, use minimal
water comparatively and be pow-
ered by 100 percent renewable
resources (the geothermal pro-
duction), Colwell said.

As for the technology for
extracting minerals from the brine
of geothermal production,
Colwell said it's been around for
60 years.

Although Signorotti's portion
of the panel presentation was
geared more toward what
EnergySource is doing at its
Hudson Ranch I geothermal plant
now, he teased the fact that
EnergySource is going "back to

the future" and will develop
large-scale mineral extraction,
too. 

The reason Signorotti termed
it "back to the future" is because,
he said, the technology to extract
lithium and minerals has been in
place in the Imperial Valley since
the 1950s. Signorotti added back
then plants were focused on
extracting precious metals like
gold, silver and platinum, but
those early attempts were all gone
by the mid-1960s.

"We're working on a minerals
project beyond proof of concept,"
Signorotti said. "As soon as next
year we will be able to talk about
new developments."

He added, "We're committed
to mineral extraction at the Salton
Sea." 

Speaking to the potential,
Colwell said area around the
Salton Sea in which geothermal
plants can be constructed is per-
haps 320,000 acres, and added it
is "the most studied geothermal
resource on the planet." 

Next: Part 2, the industrial hemp
industry

Energy Summit.......................................................from page one
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
JOSE J. PINEDO, an individual
and DOES 1- 20,  inclusive,
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
STATE COMPENSTION INSUR-
ANCE FUND
NOTICE! You have been sued.
The court may decide against you
without your being heard unless
you respond within 30 days. Read
the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you to
file a written response at this court
and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will
not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal
form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court
forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-
Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the

courthouse nearest you. If you can-
not pay the filing fee, ask the court
clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time,
you may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and prop-
erty may be taken without further
warning from the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to
call an attorney referral service. If
you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal serv-
ice from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these non-
profit groups at the California
Legal Services Web site
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the
California Courts Online Self-
Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
or by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE:
The court has a statutory lien for
waived fees and costs on any set-
tlement or arbitration award of
$10,000 or more in a civil case.
The court's lien must be paid
before the court will dismiss the
case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si

no responde dentro de 30 días, la

corte puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su versión. Lea la infor-
mación a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO después de que le
entreguen esta citación y papeles
legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta corte
y hacer que se entregue una copia
al demandante. Una carta o una
llamada telefónica no lo protegen.
Su respuesta por escrito tiene que
estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un for-
mulario que usted pueda usar para
su respuesta. Puede encontrar
estos formularios de la corte y más
información en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la bib-
lioteca de leyes de su condado o en
la corte que le quede más cerca. Si
no puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentación, pida al secretario de la
corte que le dé un formulario de
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por
incumplimiento y  la corte le podrá
quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes
sin más advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abo-

gado inmediatamente. Si no
conoce a un abogado, puede lla-
mar a un servicio de remisión a
abogados. Si no puede pagar a un
abogado es posible que cumpla
con los requisitos para obtener
servicios legales gratuitos de un
programa de servicios legales sin
fines de lucro. Puede encontrar
estos grupos sin fines de lucro en
el sitio web de California Legal
Services, (www.lawhelpcalifor-
nia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o ponién-
dose en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos y los costos exentos por
imponer un gravamen  sobre
cualquier recuperación de
$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una conce-
sión de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de que
la corte pueda desechar el caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECU000813
The name and address of the court
is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la corte
es): 

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF IMPERIAL - 
EL CENTRO DIVISION
939 West Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff's attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el
número de teléfono del abogado
del demandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):
Pamela A. Wilson 158807
STATE COMPENSATION
INSURANCE FUND
P. O. Box 28917
Fresno, CA 93729- 8917
(925) 523-5553
Date: March 14, 2019
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk, by
(Secretario) R. Marquez, Deputy
(Adjunto)
Endorsed: March 14, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Ricki Marquez, Deputy
Legal 8852
Publish: April 11, 18, 25, May 2,
2019  

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF IMPERI-
AL - EL CENTRO DIVISION
UNLIMITED JURISDICTION

Case No. ECU000813
COMPLAINT FOR 
DAMAGES
[Labor Code Sections 3850, et
seq.]
STATE COMPENSATION
INSURANCE FUND, 

Plaintiff,
v.

JOSE J. PINEDO, an individual
and DOES 1-20, inclusive,

Defendants.
PLAINTIFF STATE COMPEN-
SATION INSURANCE FUND
(hereinafter SCIF or Plaintiff)
seeks reimbursement for benefits
paid to and on behalf of Ernesto
Garcia Ibarra, Ricardo Navarro
Duerta, David Mejia Landa, Diana
Anett Sandoval, Sonia Michelle
Macedo Lopez, Ricardo
Macias/deceased, (hereinafter
Employees,)  pursuant to Labor
Code Section 3850 et seq., as fol-
lows:

1. At all times herein
mentioned, SCIF, a State of
California state-owned corpora-
tion, was, and now is, a non-profit
public entity organized and exist-
ing under and by virtue of the laws
of the State of California, author-
ized to write workers’ compensa-
tion insurance in California, and at
all times herein mentioned insured
HEALTH HARVESTING, (here-
inafter “Employer”) against liabili-

ty to its Employees for compensa-
tion benefits under the Workers’
Compensation Act of the State of
California.

2. At all times herein
mentioned, based on information
and belief, Plaintiff alleges that
Jose J. Pinedo, an individual, (here-
inafter “Pinedo”) was a resident of
Holtville, California, in the County
of Imperial, State of California and
was doing business in California,
County of Imperial, California and
was the owner of the vehicle
involved in this single-vehicle
accident.

3. The true names and
capacities, whether individual, cor-
porate, associate, or otherwise of
Defendants DOES 1 through 20 are
unknown to Plaintiff, who there-
fore sues these Defendants by such
fictitious names, and will amend
this complaint to show their true
names and capacities when ascer-
tained.

4. At all times herein
mentioned, each of the Defendants
was an agent, employee or repre-
sentative of each of the remaining
Defendants, and at all times herein
mentioned, acted within the course
and scope of said agency, employ-
ment or representation.

5. The relief sought in
this complaint is within the proper
jurisdiction of this court.

6. On or about March 15,
2017, while Employees were work-
ing for Employer in the course and
scope of their employment, the
vehicle loaned or leased to driver

Ernesto Garcia Ibarra incurred a
blown tire and left the roadway,
rolling over and injuring all of the
above-named Employees and caus-
ing the death of one of the
Employees named above. The acci-
dent occurred on SR-78 eastbound,
118 ft. west of 78 Imperial County
in the Brawley Judicial District.

7. Plaintiff alleges, based
on information and belief, that the
vehicle, tires, wheels, and other
components of the vehicle owned
by defendant Pinedo was not prop-
erly maintained and that such neg-
ligence was the proximate, legal
cause of the accident and related
injuries. Plaintiff further alleges
defendant Pinedo was negligent in
permitting Ernesto Garcia Ibarra to
drive said vehicle as the driver’s
license was suspended at the time
of the accident. As a proximate
result of the negligence of
Defendants, and each of them, the
Employees sustained the bodily
injuries herein described and any
additional injuries according to
proof.

8. Employee Ernesto
Garcia Ibarra was the driver of the
vehicle whose injuries include lac-
erations, chest, upper extremities,
shoulders, head, neck, back, psy-
che, inter alia, and according to
proof.

9. Employee Ricardo
Navarro Duerta claimed injuries to
head, chest, upper back, neck, inter
alia, and according to proof.

10. Employee David
Mejia Landa claimed injuries to

low back, head, neck, inter alia,
and according to proof.

11. Employee Diana
Sandoval claimed injuries to low
back, head, shoulders, ears, upper
legs, neck, inter alia, and according
to proof.

12. Employee Sonia
Macedo claimed injuries to shoul-
ders, upper arms, left knee, right
elbow, mental/physical, inter alia,
and according to proof.

13. Employee Ricardo
Macias suffered fatal injuries and
claims for death benefits have been
filed by his dependents.

14. As a proximate result
of the negligence of the
Defendant(s) and each of them, and
of the resulting injuries sustained
by the Employees, Plaintiff has
been obligated to pay and has paid
workers’ compensation benefits to
and on behalf of the Employees
and/or their dependents.

15. Plaintiff is informed
and believes, and thereon alleges
that it will be required to pay fur-
ther disability benefits and sums
for death benefits for such time as
the youngest minor dependent
reaches the age of majority or such
time as the death beneficiaries
claims are resolved, and Plaintiff
prays that when the total amount of
such expenditures are ascertained
this complaint may be amended
accordingly.

16. Plaintiff will seek a
credit in the workers’ compensa-
tion cases of Employees/employ-
ee’s death beneficiaries for any

recoveries Employees/employee’s
heirs who are also death beneficiar-
ies for workers’ compensation pur-
poses, make in any action filed by
Employees and decedent employ-
ee’s estate/heirs/dependents against
third party Defendants.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for
judgment against Defendant(s) and
each of them, for: 
1. Reimbursement of all workers’
compensation benefits paid to and
on behalf of the Employees and/or
dependents/heirs in the amount of
benefits paid up to and including
time of trial.
2. Future disability and costs of
medical care and treatment accord-
ing to proof including liens, burial
and funeral expenses, and any and
all other benefits paid to or on
behalf of the Employees, if we are
required to resolve same;
3. Costs of suit incurred herein;
4. Interest at the maximum legal
rate permitted by law from the date
of each installment or other pay-
ment thereof;
5. Such  other and further relief as
this court deems just.
Dated: March 14, 2019
By: Pamela A. Wilson
Attorney for Plaintiff
STATE COMPENSATION
INSURANCE FUND
Legal 8852A
Publish: April 11, 18, 25, May 2,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:
ECU000862
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner (name):
Karla P. Berazas filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name:
Kenneth Maximus Salazar
Proposed name:

Kenneth Maximus Berazas
THE COURT ORDERS that

all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any per-
son objecting to the name
changes described above must
file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the

objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled to
be heard and must appear at the
hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted.
If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  May 24, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:

Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this coun-
ty (specify newspaper):
Holtville Tribune, Imperial

Valley Weekly/ Calexico
Chronicle
Date:  April 17, 2019
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Endorsed: April 17, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Michelle Garcia, Deputy
Legal 6191   
Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-234
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Integro Advanced Solutions
1711 S. 19th Street
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 524
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrant:
Victor Lopez
1711 S. 19th Street

El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: April 2, 2019.
I, Victor Lopez Declare that all of
the information in this statement
is true and correct.
Signature: Victor Lopez
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 2,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: April 1, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6190       
Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-263
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Load Boys
1754 Carr Rd., Suite 209
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ciro David Martinez Chavez
1754 Carr Rd., Suite 209
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I,   Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Ciro David Martinez
Chavez, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 10,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: April 9, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5199       
Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-245
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
EMIP Abrasives Suppliers
633 Emilia Dr.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Gilberto Guerrero
633 Emilia Dr.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
October 1, 2009.
I, Gilberto Guerrero Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Gilberto Guerrero,

Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 4, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: April 3, 2024. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expira-
tion date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5200       
Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16,
2019

LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th Street will hold a Public Sale
of the contents of the following unit.

Sean Carroll  A6  $855

Legal 8859
Publish: May 2, 9, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE



NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
Trustee Sale No. :
00000008060683 Title Order No.:
1027200 FHA/VA/PMI No.: 044-
4759312-703 ATTENTION
RECORDER: THE FOLLOWING
REFERENCE TO AN ATTACHED
SUMMARY APPLIES ONLY TO
COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR, NOT TO THIS
RECORDED ORIGINAL
NOTICE. NOTE: THERE IS A
SUMMARY OF THE INFORMA-
TION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED. (The above statement
is made pursuant to CA Civil Code
Section 2923.3(c)(1). The summary
will be provided to Trustor(s)
and/or vested owner(s) only, pur-
suant to CA Civil Code Section
2923.3(c)(2).) YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED 07/27/2010.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER. BAR-
RETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP, as duly
appointed Trustee under and pur-
suant to Deed of Trust Recorded on

08/02/2010 as Instrument No.
2010-018970 of official records in
the office of the County Recorder
of IMPERIAL County, State of
CALIFORNIA. EXECUTED BY:
JOSE LUIS BARAJAS, A MAR-
RIED MAN AS HIS SOLE AND
SEPARATE PROERTY, WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER'S CHECK/CASH
EQUIVALENT or other form of
payment authorized by California
Civil Code 2924h(b), (payable at
time of sale in lawful money of the
United States). DATE OF SALE:
05/17/2019 TIME OF SALE: 2:00
PM PLACE OF SALE: IMPERIAL
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 939
W. MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CA 92243 - MAIN ENTRANCE.
STREET ADDRESS and other
common designation, if any, of the
real property described above is
purported to be: 911 WALNUT
AVENUE, HOLTVILLE, CALI-
FORNIA 92250 APN#: 045-361-
017-000 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address
and other common designation, if
any, shown herein. Said sale will be
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regard-
ing title, possession, or encum-

brances, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sum of the note(s) secured by
said Deed of Trust, with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s),
advances, under the terms of said
Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reason-
able estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale is
$104,342.56. The beneficiary under
said Deed of Trust heretofore exe-
cuted and delivered to the under-
signed a written Declaration of
Default and Demand for Sale, and a
written Notice of Default and
Election to Sell. The undersigned
caused said Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in
the county where the real property
is located. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are consid-
ering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there
are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically enti-
tle you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also be

aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of
these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of
the California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call

800-280-2832 for information
regarding the trustee's sale or visit
this Internet Web site www.auc-
tion.com for information regarding
the sale of this property, using the
file number assigned to this case
00000008060683. Information
about postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the
Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale. FOR
TRUSTEE SALE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL: AUCTION.COM
800-280-2832 www.auction.com
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP as
Trustee 20955 Pathfinder Road,
Suite 300 Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(866) 795-1852 Dated: 04/03/2019
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP IS
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. A-
4689940 04/19/2019, 04/26/2019,
05/03/2019
Legal 8857

File No: 201910000267
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
The following person(s) is (are) con-
ducting business as: Fictitious
Business Name(s):
USA #6414
Street Address, City, State, Zip Code,
County of Principal Place of
Business: 1791 Maggio Road,
Calexico, CA 92231, County:
Imperial
Mailing Address: 19100 Ridgewood
Park-way, Mail Stop TX1-075, San
Antonio, TX 78259
Full Name of Registrant: WESTERN
REFINING RETAIL, LLC
Residence Address: 539 South Main
Street, Findlay, OH 45840
This business conducted by: a limited
liability company
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
12-11-2018
Publish Before: 05-11-2019
Articles of Incorporation:
201717310208
I declare that all of the information in
this state-ment is true and correct.
Pursuant to Government Code
Section 17913(5)(c)   A registrant
who declares as true any material
matter pursuant to this section that
the registrant knows to be false is

guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
by a fine not to exceed one thousand
dollars ($1,000).
Name and title:
KIMBERLY K. DUNCAN
Secretary
THE FILING OF THIS STATE-
MENT DOES NOT OF ITSELF
AUTHORIZE THE USE IN THIS
STATE OF A FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME IN VIOLATION OF
THE RIGHTS OF ANOTHER
UNDER FEDERAL, STATE OR
COMMON LAW (SEE SECTION
14411 ET SEQ, BUSINESS AND
PROFESSIONS CODE)
Filed with the
IMPERIAL COUNTY
CLERK-RECORDER on:
04-11-2019
NOTICE: THIS STATEMENT
EXPIRES ON: 04-10-2024
A NEW STATEMENT MUST BE
FILED PRIOR TO THE EXPIRA-
TION DATE.
CHUCK STOREY COUNTY
CLERK-
RECORDER
By: VICTORIA CAMARILLO,
DEPUTY
NEW FILING
CN959058 11586570 SO 
Apr 18,25, May 2,9, 2019
Legal 8856
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
ANTONIO LUCIO MARES
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000467
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: ANTONIO LUCIO
MARES, aka ANTONIO L.
MARES aka ANTONIO
MARES 
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by:  Armando Mares in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Armando Mares be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate.The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: May 3, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a gener-
al personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 S. 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(76) 352-7800
Endorsed: April 17, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By:` Fernanda Aguilar,  Deputy
Legal 6189   
Publish: April 18, 25, May 2,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

REGARDING THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to the requirements of the CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) and the County's
"RULES AND REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CEQA," the Imperial County Environmental Evaluation
Committee (EEC) held a public hearing on April 25, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 940
Main Street, El Centro, CA to hear the project(s) listed below and rendered a CEQA determination(s), e.g., Negative
Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration or an Environmental Impact Report.   (NOTE: Interested parties have
ten (10) calendar days to appeal the EEC's CEQA determination from the date of the public hearing).

(Negative Declaration) Assessment #19-0001: Applicant: A & R Gonzalez and S & F Pineda, The applicant is
requesting under Parcel Map #02481 a parcel split into two parcels for the existing two residences on property under
CUP#04-0002. The existing property totals 5 acres and the proposed division of said property is to create two 2.5 acre
parcels. The property is legally described as the West half of the Southwest quarter of the West half of Tract 188,
Township 17 South, Range 15 East, S.B.B.M. Assessor's Parcel Number 059-200-020-000 (1303 B East Highway 98,
Calexico, CA 92231) (Supervisorial District #1), [Mariela Moran, Planner I at (442) 265-1736, extension 1747 or by
email at marielamoran@co.imperial.ca.us].

(Mitigated Negative Declaration) Assessment #19-0004: Applicant: Imperial County Public Works Department
(PWD), The applicant (PWD) proposes to improve the existing Coyote Wash Bridge (No. 58C-0051), which is a
simply supported timber bridge (306' long x 28'-8" wide), that has been rated as structurally deficient. This triggered
the shutdown of the bridge until safe passage for the public could be guaranteed through the improvements project,
which includes the repair or replacement of the following: crushed pier caps and column/pile #6 from pier 6, and con-
crete pedestals at abutment 17; it also includes the replacement or supplementation of damaged stinger, removal of
asphalt (~10") and replacement with new 3" max layer from the entire length of the bridge, and the adjustment of the
approach roadway profile in accordance with standards.  The property is legally described as a portion of Tract 37,
38, 39 and 59 as well as a portion of Section 20 and 21 Township 16 South, Range 10 East; (Supervisorial District
#2) [Diana Robinson, Planner III at 442-265-1736, extension 1751or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us].

(Negative Declaration) Assessment #19-0006: Applicant: Palo Verde County Water District (PVCWD), The
applicant proposes to replace two (2) existing water wells with two (2) new water wells (with all associated appurte-
nances, including electrical components) within the Palo Verde Water Treatment Plant and Distribution System, which
is a public water system that supplies treated groundwater to a small community in Palo Verde, consisting of 124 res-
idential service connections, 7 commercial businesses, one multi-family property and the Palo Verde County Park.
The property is legally described as a portion of Section 13, 14, 23 and 24 Township 9 South, Range 13 East.
Assessor's Parcel Number 006-120-089-000 (572 Ben Hulse Highway, Palo Verde, CA 92266) (Supervisorial District
#5) [Diana Robinson, Planner III at 442-265-1736, extension 1751or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us].

Jim Minnick, Chairman 
Environmental Evaluation Committee

Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736.

Legal 8861 Publish: May 2, 2019
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Rockwood Café Sports Winning Combo
BY MARIO CONDE

Coffee shops and sports
bars are in. One new Calexico
establishment has both, mean-
ing patrons can relax, con-
verse and sip coffee or, as was
the case on April 25-27,
indulge in beer and finger
foods while cheering on the
NFL Draft.

Located at 2451
Rockwood Avenue, Suite 115,
Rockwood Café combines the
elegant and cozy with the
sometimes raucous and jubi-
lant. 

"The idea began a year
ago when we thought about
opening a café but then we
decided to incorporate the
sports bar with beer and
wine," said owner David Ceja.

Growing up in Calexico
but now living in Imperial,
Ceja said he always had the
entrepreneurial spirit and the
initiative to try something dif-
ferent. Being locally owned
means Rockwood has a
unique appeal that separates it
from the chain locations, posi-
tioning it as an alternative
Ceja believes Calexico resi-
dents have been seeking. 

"I've always wanted to
have a sports-themed business
since I like sports a lot and we
were able to add this new sec-
tion for the public," Ceja said.
"We are very passionate about
sports and coffee and we want
to show it with the service we
give our clients." 

The café section has com-
fortable sofas and tables
where patrons can work using

a wi-fi connection or converse
while enjoying a coffee and
light fare. Available are hot
and iced beverages, as well as
crepes, wraps, smoothies, and
other healthy food. A menu
expansion is planned.

In the sports bar section
there are several televisions
with sports channels and
guests can enjoy a cold beer
and snacks including moz-
zarella sticks and nachos. 

"We are still a family
restaurant where they can sit
in any area and have a wine or
a crepes while enjoying a
good time," Ceja said, adding
Micheladas will be available
soon. 

The sports bar can be
accessed through the back
door and the café through the
front, though the two are con-

nected.
Rockwood Café is open

Tuesday-Thursdays from 4-11
p.m., Fridays 4 p.m. to mid-

night and Saturdays from 10
a.m. to midnight. It is closed
Sundays and Mondays.

THE STAFF AT Rockwood Café in Calexico is ready to serve
patrons coming to visit its coffee shop or the adjacent sports bar.
From left to right are Tony Rey, Kenia Galvez and Andrea
Niebla Cabanillas. MARIO CONDE PHOTO 

VALERIA GUIZAR (LEFT) AND The Chopping Block hair
salon owner Carolyn Vigil (right) inside the business’ new loca-
tion at 485 Broadway in El Centro where it moved after a fire in
the iconic Brooks Jewelry building damaged the former location.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

ping Block hair salon and the
offices of the National Border
Patrol Council Local 2554 union
that represents 630 area agents.
McManus noted the council
would also like to return to its
former location.

Some adjacent businesses are
either moving on or appear to
have been forced out of business,
at least temporarily.

Chopping Block owner
Carolyn Vigil said she relocated
her business five weeks ago to
485 Broadway, suite A,  just a
few blocks away from her former
location. Prior to that, a neighbor-
ing salon had given her space to
serve clients.

"Had I stayed at the old

address I would have been out of
business by now," Vigil said
recently. "But I love it here, it's
much brighter. There's more
options for parking and no prob-
lems with the building."

Josie's Lingerie, an apparel
and accessory store at 115 N.
Sixth St. was forced to abandon
its premises because of water
damage. Owner Josie Alvarez
was contacted by phone and said
she is not currently selling her
merchandise and has not located
an alternative space. Calls to
Bertha's School Uniforms that
was located at 117 N. Sixth St.
were answered with a recorded
message saying the number is no
longer in service.

Brooks..................from page ten
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