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Serving Your Community Since 1905

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Having ties to the Imperial
Valley Swiss Club near
Holtville, George Morris spent a
number of his teen years volun-
teering at the club and that has
paid off for the many who have
sampled his renowned chili.

Morris' main career is as a
sales representative for Helena
Chemical Company, a farm sup-
ply firm. He is also the Holtville
city treasurer. Neither of those
pursuits, however, likely get
him as much acclaim as his culi-
nary creation, which is well-
known from local BBQs and

cook-offs. 
The grandson of founding

Swiss Club Members Theodore
and Christine Ming, since his
teen years he was involved in
helping Walter Britschgi and his
crew in the club kitchen. That
resulted in some kitchen-skill
osmosis, though his chili was
launched when a fellow member
of the Holtville Rotary had a
dilemma. 

"It all started at the Holtville
Rotary barbecue when they
needed a side dish cooked at the
last minute," Morris recalled.
"Victor Gillespie, another
Rotarian, had a family emer-
gency so I had to do it. I'm not a

good cook ... but it's not how
good you cook, it's who you get
to cook."

Morris, a graduate of
California Polytechnic
University, San Luis Obispo, has
honed the art of derivation. He
contacted his friend and fellow
Helena employee, Bo
Shropshire, for a quick and sim-
ple recipe.

"Bo is the cook, the guru of
cook outs," said Morris. "I'm the
organizer. When you can't cook
you got to pick who can cook for
you and Bo is always helping the
community, very good at that."

Continued on page 3

ESCAPING FROM HIS day jobs with a chemical company and as Holtville city treasurer, George
Morris shows off the eight-gallon bean pot he uses to prepare his famous chili for numerous civic
events.     WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Treasured Holtville Chef George Morris 
Stirs Pot To Delight The Hungry

Vehicle vs Tractor Trailer Collision
Outside Holtville Ends In Fatality

On June 10, 2019, at approx-
imately 12:10 pm, California
Highway Patrol responded to
Norrish Road at intersection with
Holt Road to a reported collision
between a GMC pickup truck and
a Volvo tractor-trailer combina-
tion.  A 41-year-old man out of

Calipatria died when his vehicle
was broadsided by the Volvo,
driven by 27-year-old Gurpartap
Singh out of Ontario, Canada.

The Volvo driven by Singh
was in the westbound lane of 

Continued on page 6

Legal Twilight Zone
Retains Holtville Trailer

Park Despite Blight Claim
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Browning Trailer Park at
the intersection of State Route
115 North and Fifth Street in
Holtville, vilified as a blemish by
some residents, shall remain in its
current location since it does not
infringe on city codes, noted a
city official.

Part of the trailer park is now
vacant and is expected to soon be
developed into a Dollar General
store. However, several trailers
cling to the south portion of the
property. 

Jeorge Galvan, city planner,
explained the dwellings are in the
"Downtown B zone," that reach-
es to Holt Park where the
"Downtown A zone" takes over.
The parcel of land containing the
trailer park was changed to multi-
family residential in 2008.

"It has a higher level of archi-
tecture required," he said. "It
aims to create and maintain a
small town atmosphere." The
zoning code does not specifically
exclude any particular type of 

Continued on page 7

THE HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2019 held its graduation ceremony last Thursday night, with 137 seniors receiving diplomas. One of the biggest events
of the year in Holtville, the commencement ceremony draws family and friends from near and far to see local high school students make the transition to adulthood. See
page 5 for more photographs and page 7 for a complete list of this year’s graduating seniors.
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Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
JUNE 13: Addison Ann Enz, Allyx Kaylyn Faretta, Ben
Cradic, Clare Michelle Lyon, Plato J. Alexander
JUNE 14: Dion Johnston, Todd Salcido Jr., Jackie
Leimgruber†.
JUNE 15: Seth Michael Iten, Nancy O’Malley, Yadira M.
Hernandez, Evan Michael Dollente, Lee King, Sr.
JUNE 16:  Roberta Omlin†, Yadira M. Nunez, Brooke
Ellyson Crosby, Tom Muller.
JUNE 17: LueBelle Reichle†, Ross Daniels, Julius Hilfiker†,
T.J. Hannom, Mitch Cooksley, Brandon Wellcome, Austin
Culp, Victor Rodahl†, Kolby Grace Lyerly
JUNE 18: Caelynn Andrea Iten, Samantha Chimits, Ted
Vogel, Hartley Silva, Jovanney Predmore, Donnie Martinez.
JUNE 19:Christina Pesqueira, Leo Allegranza, Payton Chase
Iten, Jessica Seals, Melanie Strahm, Samara Aliya-Rain
Nunez

Anniversaries

JUNE 13 : Mr. & Mrs. Ignacio Villasenor
JUNE 14 :Mr. & Mrs. Julius Hilfiker, Mr. & Mrs. Steven
Terrill, Mr. & Mrs. Doug Byram, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Predmore
JUNE 15: Mr. & Mrs. Bill Silva, Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Harting
JUNE 16: Mr. & Mrs. Michael Beardsley, Mr. & Mrs. Lee
Gray
JUNE 18: Mr. & Mrs. Walter Strahm
JUNE 19: Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schmidt

Week of June 17th

The Effects that Nature Has On Mental Health
(Originally aired on May 2017)

Research suggests simply sitting outside under a tree listening to the
birds helps us relax and lowers stress and depression. Join us as we

discuss this with Dr. Daniel Cox and the results of his study.

Daniel Cox, Ph.D.
Research Fellow Environment and 

Sustainability Institute University of 
Exeter, Penryn, Cornwall England

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 17 de junio 

Evaluación: Algo No Está Bien
(Originalmente transmitido en mayo del 2014)

Todos deseamos una vida sin inquietudes, particularmente libre de
problemas mentales. Cuando la vida le avisa que hay un problema
con su salud mental, el Centro de Evaluación lo puede encaminar a

una vida más feliz. 

Marie Arroyo
Supervisora de Programa de la 

Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión

American Legion Bingo

Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, June 20. Doors
open at 5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m.
Public is welcome. Please join us and support
our Veterans and Active Duty Service
Members! More info: 619-807-8431.

Trinity Baptist 
Church

“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School Students

Every Wednesday - 6 p.m. at 722 E. 6th St. -
Holtville. Questions call 442-271-1911 and
ask for Pastor Daniel.

Holtville Meyer Memorial Public Library

June 14 - Parent -  Parent 10am
June 17 - Citizenship Prep 4pm.
June 18 - Conversation for Beginners 10am
June 19 - Summer Program for Kids 2pm,
Shake, Rattle & Read 3 pm. 
June 20 - Teens/Adults’ Summer Program 4pm

Community Calendar

NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL NOTICES? 
NAME CHANGE, FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

STATEMENTS OR PROBATES? PLEASE CALL US.
WE CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.

CALL
760-356-2995.

On Monday, June 10, the City
of Imperial City Council held a
special meeting to voice their
concerns regarding the communi-
ty event being planned by the
Imperial Chamber of Commerce
in celebration of Andy Ruiz Jr.

Despite the city’s concerns
and offer of resources, the
Imperial Chamber of Commerce
has decided to proceed with their
event as planned at the Imperial
Valley Expo on June 22nd. The
city council directed staff to
assist the Imperial Chamber with
a closed press conference prior to
the event, according to a press
release issued by the city this
week. 

The city believes any event
held in honor of its hometown
hero should be free and accessi-
ble to the public. A plan was pro-
posed by the city to have the
parade routed through downtown
Imperial, ending at the Imperial
High School football field.

This would allow attendees to
participate and attend free of

charge. City officials voiced their
frustrations with the chamber’s
plan. While the parade itself is
free to attend the chamber plans
to charge a fee to attend the rally,
the city press release continues.
The rally is scheduled to take
place in the grandstands immedi-
ately following the parade. The
chamber proposed a fee for chil-
dren ages 6 to 10 years old at $10
each, and 11 and up will be $20.
The purpose for the fees was not
made clear at the meeting.  

As mentioned by
Councilmember Darrell Pechtl,
the city believes that this event
should take place within the com-
munity Ruiz grew up in. The city
has sufficient capacity along the
parade route and at the high
school to accommodate the
expected crowd.  

For questions about the event
planned at Imperial Valley Expo,
please ccontact the Imperial
Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director, Susan
Paradis at (760) 355-1609.

Imperial Clarifies Its
Position About Ruiz Parade

Clinicas De Salud Del Pueblo Opens Dental
Health Center At New El Centro Facility

Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo
is excited to announce the open-
ing of its new dental health center
in El Centro.  The dental office is
located at Clinicas' new state-of-
the-art health center at 852 E.
Danenberg Drive and is open
Monday through Friday from
7:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The dental
center provides comprehensive
dental services including: deep

cleaning, simple cleaning, fill-
ings, partial & full dentures,
panoramic X-rays, fluoride treat-
ment, root canals and crowns.  

Clinicas' El Centro Dental
Health Center pairs a friendly,
knowledgeable staff with the lat-
est technologies to ensure
patients receive the oral care they
need to live healthy and happy
lives.  Its highly trained dental

staff are dedicated and passionate
about creating beautiful smiles
for each of our patients.

The facility accepts private
insurance, Denti-Cal and offer a
sliding fee scale for those eligible
that are paying out of pocket.
Make appointments by calling
(760) 879-0990 to schedule your
dental exam.
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Shropshire, though, remem-
bers it was more than 20 years
ago that he and Morris teamed up
to volunteer for an annual 4-H
Club fundraiser BBQ at the
Imperial Valley Fairgrounds. He
recalls the recipe he gladly shared
with Morris. It starts with (for a
large event) cleaning the dry
beans (100 pounds) then soaking
them overnight. He includes 30
pounds of large-grind beef, 26
pounds of diced onion, four
handfuls of salt, two handfuls of
pepper, three handfuls of cumin
and a handful of garlic.

"The deal is, you put the salt
in first, then the beans and add all
the other ingredients," said
Shropshire. "Then I cook the chili
grind in a flat pan and add it to
the mix. And add seasons to taste
... That's the big thing about
cooking. It's got to taste good to
you. Too many cooks out there
don't taste their own cooking."   

Over the years, Morris and
Shropshire collaborated at the
annual 4-H fundraiser each
October in the Sperber Arena that
typically attracts about 4,000.

"George's chili is awesome,

so good your tongue will smack
your brains out," said Shropshire.
"George gives me the credit, but
he made it his own deal."At the
inaugural Pulled Pork Cook Off
on March 30, the Holtville
Chamber of Commerce teamed
with another Rotarian, Ross
Daniels, to organize the event.
Ross' Coast Guardsman brother,
Kyle, arriving from San Diego
with his cooking team "Salty Hog
BBQ," made the supreme culi-
nary effort to recreate what is
now known as "Morris' chili" for
a side dish. But the Salty Hogg
BBQ version was missing a cou-
ple of trade secrets. 

"The late Scott Hester,
(another Rotary member) he
added kidney beans," recalled
Morris. "But depending upon the
time of the day, if an evening
preparation, we added a glass of
wine to the chili ... and one for
the cooks too."

On occasion, Morris will
challenge his culinary pallet to
include citrusy greens with a
mojo marinade that gives flank
steak a real kick in his own ver-
sion of the classic Mexican carne

asada. Morris, who inherited the
stock car racing gene from his
mother, Martha Ming Morris,
hosted a slew of friends to the
hobby garage (no commercial
repair) he shares with half-broth-
ers John and Rick Buscaglia to
watch the Indianapolis 500 on
May 26.

"Bobby Turner helped out
with the seasoned beef and we
made carne asada," said Morris.
"Simon Pagenaud (racer) took
the lead for the final time with
just over a lap to go. He was the
first French-born winner since
1920, and the first pole-sitter to
win the race in 10 years."

Morris has a sprint car in the
garage he's had several years and
his son plans to return this sum-
mer to compete with it. But back
in the mid-1980's Morris took his
"bomb" to the local fairground's
track during the spring season to
race. 

"You took the windows out,
put in a roll cage and went rac-
ing," he said. "Rick Buscaglia
and Donald Smedley helped on
my cars and we went racing until
the early 2000s. It's a shame its

moved to Yuma now."
Racing pangs aside, cooking

is still his main avocation. A fan
of salami, Morris wants to pro-
duce a variety of smoked meat,
Swiss Landjager. The dry-cured
and aromatic flavored sausage is
served at the Schwingfest (Swiss
style wrestling event) in April.

"I can only concentrate on
one thing at a time," said Morris.
"So If I get this down, I'll try
something else. My wife stays at
a trailer in San Diego for the
summer, so now I can make
something in the kitchen and if it
gets all messy I don't get yelled
at."

Morris......................................................................from page six

RENOWNED LOCAL CHILI master chef George Morris of
Holtville at his “hobby garage” explaining the importance of par-
ticipating in numerous civic events. 
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

After months of debate, the
Holtville City Council on March
25 approved the use of cargo
containers in residential neigh-
borhoods as long as certain con-
ditions are met.

The containers must be refur-
bished to resemble the property's
main structure. The council
unanimously passed the ordi-
nance and the zoning change
goes into effect in 30 days. 

The action was taken in
response to a recommendation
made by the city planning com-
mission in November. 

The move follows nearly a year
of controversy between city offi-
cials and residents who started
using the containers in residen-
tial areas. Previously, the con-
tainers were allowed in industrial
areas.

The planning commission noted
improved containers conformed
to the city general plan. It was
decided if improved they are
similar to accessory buildings,
which are permitted in residen-
tial zones because they will not
cause substantial reduction in the
value of the property.

Ross Daniels, chair of the plan-
ning commission, explained in a
phone interview after the vote
that if owners make their cargo
container look like an actual
building instead of a freight ship-
ping receptacle he is agreeable to
the change.

"I'm sure some people will be
unhappy. But the new amend-
ment helps with the overall beau-
tification of the residential neigh-
borhoods where some citizens
are now keeping containers but
must now comply with regula-
tions," he said.

The ordinance stipulates

improved cargo containers be
modified to preclude them from
future use by a transportation
entity, with siding material and a
color consistent with the proper-
ty's main structure, thus constitut-
ing an accessory structure.

Gary Rodgers, Bernardo Millan
and Steve Clark, residents with
cargo containers, met with the
planning commission in summer
2018 to discuss the fact their
containers were unlawful. Each
now said he is pleased with the
outcome. 

Rodgers thanked the city coun-
cil and noted it had been a
months-long process but citizens
were allowed to express con-
cerns and are now willing to
comply with regulations.

"I'll upgrade my container with
a shingled roof, wooden siding
and paint it the same color as my
home," said Rodgers.

Rodgers added his container is

surrounded by a fence, just the
top portion can be seen from the
street and it is set back more than
five feet from his property line.

"I'll go through the permitting
process, same as for any struc-
ture," he said. "I'm hoping we'll
have a window of opportunity
for 60 days to get to code. But we
have absolutely no complaints
from neighbors."

Millan, who said he removed

his container from his home last
summer and stored it at a family
member's property located in the
industrial zone, plans to relocate
his container, which already has
siding, flat wood roof and is
painted the same as his home.

Clark, too, explained his con-
tainer was improved to resemble
his home and that he is pleased
city officials granted additional
time to arrive at a resolution.

Holtville Council OKs Improved Cargo Containers 

Got News? Call Us,
We Will Help You 

Inform Our Community.
Call

760-356-2995
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We would like to congratulate all 
2019 Graduates!!!

Class of 2023 Enters Holtville High School 

HOLTVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL held its promotional ceremony last Wednesday evening, sending 80 eighth graders from HMS and Freedom Academy on to Holtville High School this
Fall. Every student received a promotion certificate (above left), while a large number of eighth graders were singled out for awards. Daniel Ledesma (above center) received the Daughters
of the American Revolution Patriotic Citizenship Award, while Lauren Ripley (above right) received one of the two Departmental Awards in Band. At the conclusion of the ceremony, stu-
dents filed out of the gym (below left) and later returned to celebrate with family and friends. Some family members came up with creative ways to recognize their student (below right).
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Seniors Say Goodbye With Sparks In The Sky

THE HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS performed That’s What Friends Are For with this
year’s seniors participating for their final time during last Thursday’s graduation ceremony. A total
of 137 seniors received diplomas.     SHAWN CARROLL PHOTOS

THE 137 MEMBERS of this year’s senior class sit together one last time as they watch their video
yearbook show, which was immediately followed by an impressive aerial fireworks display.

SENIORS PREPARE for their processional walk onto the HHS
football field on June 6.

THERE WERE LOTS OF SMILES, with a few tears mixed in, as
seniors received their diplomas.

THE VIKING TUNNEL served to announce the entry of each
senior to the assembled crowd of family and friends.

SENIORS RECEIVE CONGRATULATIONS from school board
members and district officials during the awarding of the diplo-
mas.
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Norrish Road, at approximately
35 mph, approaching the posted
stop sign at the intersection with
Holt Road.  It appears that Singh
continued through the intersec-
tion without stopping and the
front of the Volvo collided with
the side of the GMC being driv-
en by the Calipatria man. The
collision caused the GMC and
its driver to plunge into the
Rositas Canal where it became
completely submerged.  Singh
exited his vehicle and attempted
to rescue the driver of the GMC
but could not reach him.

Emergency personnel were
on scene shortly after the colli-
sion. However, due to the
waters strong current, they were
unable to rescue the driver of
the GMC. A firefighter and an
ICSO deputy had to be rescued
from the canal as other person-
nel arrived on scene.  Ropes
were thrown out to the rescuers

to be pulled safely to the canal
bank.  

Singh stated that he did not
see the vehicle as he entered the
intersection without coming to
a complete stop.  Singh was
transported to El Centro
Regional Medical Center by
AMR ambulance for treatment
of his injuries.

Both parties were wearing
their seatbelts at the time of this
collision and alcohol is not
believed to be a factor in this
collision. The California
Highway Patrol would like to
remind all motorists to drive
defensively.  With more tech-
nology in vehicles and passen-
gers the distractions to drivers
and the chances of being
involved in a collision go up
tremendously.  Remember, Just
Drive.

This collision remains under
investigation.

Collision............from page one Truck Catches Fire On 4th St.

HOLTVILLE FIREFIGHTERS work to extinguish a truck fire that took place on Monday after-
noon. The tractor-trailer rig was westbound on Fourth Street when the driver noticed the flames
and pulled over. Firefighters were able to limit the damage to the vehicle.

THURSDAY,
JUNE 6

NOT ANSWERING: At 7:53
a.m. a caller requested that
deputies check on someone’s
welfare. He said that the resident
hadn’t been heard from since
Tuesday and another friend had
gone to the man’s home but there
was no answer at the door.
Deputies made contact and got
the parties in touch with each
other
ALLEY BLOCKAGE: At 8:05
a.m. a deputy reported being
flagged down by a pedestrian.
The man wanted sheriffs to keep
an eye on some nearby construc-
tion workers because they had
been blocking the alley between
the 600 blocks of Palm and Cedar
Avenues.

MUST HAVE DONE SOME-
THING: At 9:20 a.m. a deputy
advised dispatchers that he would
be stopping at Fifth and Olive to
check on a vehicle there. A few
minutes later, he reported that he
had detained someone for an
unspecified offense and request-
ed an additional deputy to aid in
searching the car.
BROKEN GAS LINE: At 6:12
p.m. a caller requested someone
from the public works depart-
ment because he had broken a
water line. The man called right
back and said that it was actually
a natural gas line that was leak-
ing. The fire department was dis-
patched and the gas company
was notified.
LOST AND FOUND: At 9:57
p.m. a caller from the donut shop

reported finding a lost dog. Less
than ten minutes later, the dog’s
owner had been located via social
media and was reportedly on the
way to retrieve the animal.

FRIDAY,
JUNE 7

FEELING THREATENED: At
2:14 a.m. a resident went to the
local substation to report that a
group of men had been pointing
at him earlier and he felt threat-
ened. He talked to a deputy about
the incident.
DAMAGED WIRING: At
12:05 p.m. a deputy reported
being flagged down near Sixth
and Melon. The business owner
told him that someone had cut
some wiring on his property ear-
lier. A report was taken for the act
of vandalism. No possible sus-

pects were mentioned.
SATURDAY,

JUNE 8
UNINSURED AND IN THE
DARK: At 12:32 a.m. a deputy
reported making a traffic stop at
Fifth and Fern. The 29-year-old
driver was cited for not having
proof of insurance and having a
burned-out headlight.
OBEYING THE LAW: At 8:33
a.m. a deputy reported stopping
to check on a vehicle stopped at
Ninth and Cedar. The driver told
him that he had pulled over to use
his cell phone.
SOUNDED REAL ENOUGH:
At 1:36 p.m. a 911 call was
received from someone worried
that a domestic violence incident
was happening at a neighbor’s
house. Deputies responded and

found that the residents were
watching a movie with the vol-
ume way up.
JUST CHECKING: At 10:18
p.m. a deputy reported stopping a
pedestrian in the alley near Sixth
and Holt. The subject checked
out okay.
PARTY’S ALMOST OVER: At
10:51 p.m. a resident called sher-
iffs to complain about loud music
being played nearby. Deputies
made contact with the offending
partiers and were told that the
celebration would be over by
11:30.
HARD TO NOTICE YOU
FROM BEHIND: At 11:14 p.m.
a deputy pulled over a driver at
Ninth and Maple to let them
know that they had a brakelight
out.

Views Mixed On Whether Accused Politicians Should Resign
BY GARY REDFERN,

RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN, WILLIAM

ROLLER AND MARIO
CONDE

With the revelation in late
May that Calexico City Council
Member Rosie Arreola
Fernandez was the driver in a hit
and run collision, three local
elected officials are facing crimi-
nal inquiries stemming from inci-
dents in their personal lives.

El Centro Mayor Edgard
Garcia was arrested on May 7 on
suspicion of driving under the
influence in a private vehicle. His
colleague, El Centro Council
Member Jason Jackson, is
appealing to withdraw a guilty
plea he made in connection with
the alleged abuse of a horse he

owned.
Addressing a city council

meeting following his arrest,
Garcia did not specifically
address the allegation but main-
tained what happens in his pri-
vate life should be kept separate
from his public role.

"This was a personal situa-
tion," Garcia said. "However, this
has no effect on my ability to
lead. I thank my family and col-
leagues for their support. And I
ask for your (public's) respect for
myself and my family's privacy.
This has no impact on my duties
to serve this council."

Fernandez, however, in an
interview spoke openly about the
incident in which she drove away
after her car struck a sign and
another car on May 5. But she
also insisted it does mean she
cannot be an effective leader.

"Of course not," she said
when asked if she should bow to
comments on social media that
she resign the seat she won in
November 2018.

She added, "Yes, I was
involved in an accident. How
would that affect my ability to be
an effective councilwoman? I just
don't quite understand. I've
always been a good woman. I do
the best that I can for our com-
munity. Yes, I did wrong. I
blacked out. I don't remember
what happened."

When asked if alleged mis-
conduct in an elected official's
personal life has an impact on
their ability to serve, several
members of the public offered
varied opinions.    

"Luckily no one was hurt dur-
ing the crash but it's obvious she
was speeding in a residential

area," said Marco Cervantes of
the Fernandez incident. "She
needs to submit her resignation
from the council."

Even though Fernandez has
cooperated with the Calexico
Police Department, which has
sent a report to the county
District Attorney's Office, one
person interviewed remained
skeptical the case would be han-
dled fairly.  

"She needs to be responsible
for her actions but knowing how
this city works, I don't think they
will do anything against her,"
said Cynthia Castro from
Calexico.

Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo in a previous interview
firmly rebuffed any such
favoritism.

"I told the guys to expedite it.
These cases can take two or three

months to go to the D.A. I don't
want to get accused of trying to
cover stuff up because I don't do
that," he said.

In El Centro, which has two
council members facing criminal
allegations,  views were mixed
on whether embattled politicians
should resign.

"I couldn't trust him (Mayor
Garcia). I don't think he should
resign. I don't know much about
him," said Lyn Sanchez, an El
Centro resident outside a store
near the Imperial Valley Mall. "It
depends on what he's done for the
city. But I don't think it'll affect
his service to the city council."

Added Summer Scoville, also
interviewed outside a store, "He's
(Garcia) done a lot more (good)
than just (having the DUI). Just

Continued on Page 11



architecture yet anything not
listed in the code is not allowed,
such as industrial activity.

"Mobile home parks are not
allowed in the Downtown B
zone," said Galvan. "But
Browning Trailer Park existed
before the zone change. It was
grandfathered in after the
change. It is known as legal
nonconforming use."

That means Browning
Trailer Park does not currently
meet zoning requirements but it
is allowed to remain.

"It's not really in violation
because the trailer park did meet
the zoning requirements at the

time it was established," Galvan
stressed. 

Yet Holtville residents have
expressed dissatisfaction with
the trailer park, some character-
izing it as an eyesore.

"I get those comments all the
time," said Nick Wells, city
manager. "There had been an
ongoing lawsuit with the city
but that was before I arrived
here in city government."

The suit dates back 10 years
and was brought by Willowbend
LLC, explained Steve Walker,
city attorney. 

"The city "re-zoned the trail-
er park out of existence," he

remarked. "Willowbend filed
the suit maintaining it was an
illegal action, but the trial court
upheld the zone change. I did
not represent the city in that
action. They hired an outside
law firm."

The decision confirmed the
city's right to change the zoning.
In subsequent years discussions
about the trailer park were held
by the city council but there are
a number of hoops the city must
jump through.

"Before the city can shut
down the trailer park, it must do
a relocation study and examine
the impact," said Walker. "We

could pay the
trailer occupants
to move to anoth-
er site, but the
trailers are so old
they may not be
allowed in a new
location."

Af te r
the suit, the city
made no effort to
evict or relocate
trailer park resi-
dents. Imperial
County Code
E n f o r c e m e n t
Department did
red tag a few
trailers which
had substandard
electrical wiring
yet repairs were
made. After liti-
gation the city
took a different
approach. 

"It costs a lot of money
to relocate people," said Walker.
"We'll see what happens with
the Dollar General store devel-
opment moving forward. It will
look a lot nicer than it is. Once
Willowbend sees the improve-
ments they may take the oppor-
tunity for some other develop-
ment."

Negotiations are still contin-
uing between Dollar General
developer NNN Retail
Development and the California
Department of Transportation to
complete permitting for the con-
struction of the store on the
northern half of the parcel oppo-
site the trailer park.

NNN would like to process
the permitting as quickly as pos-
sible, Galvan  speculated within

three months, and then complete
the project by early next year. 

Caltrans has right of way to
the land where the sidewalk
abuts SR 115 and can review
any type of development pro-
posed for construction, noted Ed
Cartagena, Caltrans spokesman.

"Our interest is to keep traf-
fic moving," said Cartagena.
"There are two entrances to the
trailer park and we need to
assure whatever traffic a devel-
opment project draws does not
overwhelm the capacity of the
roadway."

The next step is for NNN to
submit to Caltrans an estimate
of a traffic count expected at
Dollar General in the permitting
package in order to ascertain a
probable traffic pattern.
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The Holtville High School
Class of 2019 went out with a
bang last Thursday night, with
graduates receiving their diplo-
mas and saying their final good-
byes to friends amidst an impres-
sive fireworks display.

A total of 137 seniors met the
requirements for graduation, led
by Valedictorian Yvette Rios and
Salutatorian Seth Hilfiker.

In her address, Rios told the
audience and her classmates that
statistics show that those of cer-
tain income groups and certain
ethnic groups are not very likely
to advance much higher than
their current standing. She said
that doesn’t have to be the case,
pointing out that with hard work
she had risen to the top of her
class.

Rios is the daughter of a sin-
gle mother and has had to work to
help provide for her family,
showing that effort and dedica-
tion can get you where you want
to go.

Hilfiker covered a wide range
of topics in his speech, touching
on everything from raising ani-
mals to the different schools he’s
attended and the many people
who have helped him over the
years. He asked that his fellow
graduates give thanks to their
families who helped them make
it through the last 13 years.

The seniors members of the
HHS Viking Band of Pride and

the chorus moved from their
seats with the graduating class to
joining their respective groups
for one last performance together.
The band played Don’t Stop Me
Now by Queen, while the chorus
sang That’s What Friends Are
For by Dione Warwick.

Class historians weren’t part
of this year’s graduation,
although the traditional video
yearbook was. Immediately after
receiving their diplomas, the sen-
iors sat together on the grass to
reminisce while viewing photos
of their school years.

The fireworks show capped
the night, setting the stage for the
graduates to share hugs and
handshakes and head out into the
real world.

The senior class includes:
Cesar Acuña
Brayan Acuña Bejarano
Edgar Aguirre Ramirez
Sadie Allegranza
Cydney Allen
Cruz Arellano
Kasandra Arriaga
David Ascencio III
Jocelin Bacud
Alyssa Barraza
Miguel Bastidas
Jazlyn Bedolla
Daniel Bejarano
Valen Martin Burfield
Cade Buscaglia
Antonio Camacho
Yadira Camacho
Jose Eduardo Cardenas

Alonzo Carranza
Dylan Cartee
Joslid Castro
Caleb Chambers
Ethan Chasteen
Caitlyn Childers
Kimberli Cole Vasquez
Isaac Coronel
Kyle Curry
Dylan Day
Victor De La Pena
Brianna Delgadillo
Joshua Diaz
Kylie Dizon
Francisco Espinoza
Christina Favila
Belen Flores
Daisy Flores
Genesis Gallegos
Priscilla Gamez
Alan Garcia
Jewelia Marie Garcia
Lane Garcia
Francisco Garcia Saldana
Domeniq Garnett
Karem Gastelum Reynoso
Edward Gonzales
Andrea Gonzalez
Ashley Gonzalez
Monserrat Gonzalez
Jasmin Gonzalez Castro
Ariana Gonzalez Vizcarra
Jose Granillo
Sarah Grizzle
Enya Gutierrez
Gabriel Hernandez
Luke Hernandez
Angel Higuera
Seth Hilfiker
Evan Howard

Francisco Hurtado
Gloria Ibarra Garcia
Luis Imperial
Ricardo Iniguez
Amaya Irungaray
Guadalupe Jaramillo
Jordan Jones
Shelby King
Michael Kirby
Aimee Larios
Joseph Larios
Andrea Lazos Reyna
Ismael Leon Gutierrez
Nohely Lopez Espinoza
David Lopez Larios
Anthony Loya
Victor Madrigal
Luis Magana
Adrian Martinez
Breanna Martinez
Gary Martinez
Jasmine Martinez 
Lesly Martinez-Buenrostro
Jalena McClelland
Sean McLaughlin
Edgar Mejia
Rosario Melo Soto
Gilda Mendoza Ledezma
Jazmine Mendoza-Ramirez
Kevin Mesa Felix
Jasmine Montejano
Zackery Montes
Raquel Moreno-Velarde
Maria Navarro
Juan Eladio Navarro Perez
Anthony Ontiveros
Jonathan Osuna
Samantha Osuna
Vivienne Pacheco
Alenaid Parra

Constance Pascua
McKenzi Peeks
Keeley Poloni
Fernanda Puentes Lopez
Edward Quintero
Ricardo Quintero Cabrera
Ayleen Ramirez
Johnny Ramirez
Yvette Rios
Dylan Robb
Benjamin Rolfe
Maria Romo Chinchillas
Edward Rubin
Jorge Rubio Meza
Betzabeth Saldana
Mildred Sanchez
Pedro Sauceda Ramos
Clifford Schneider
Andrew Silva
Frank Silva
Guillermo Silva Jr.
Gustavo Silva
Jeanine Singh
Jackeline Siqueiros
Benjamin Slaton
Alexa Strahm
Ethan Strahm
Vanessa Sussex
Marvin Tamayo
Destiny Torres
Hector Torres
Jazmine Torres
Michael Toten
Hunter Toth
Nallely Velasco
Francisco Villegas
Ernesto Vitela Villa
Aleyza Woolfolk
Allan Zamora

137 Seniors Off  To Their  Future

Browning Trailer.........................................from page one

THE FEW REMAINING units in the Browning Trailer Park on
Holtville’s west side sit behind slabs removed trailers once occu-
pied. The vacant portion of the property is expected to become a
Dollar General store within the next year.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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Ice Cream Social Kicks Off Summer Swimming

HOLTVILLE’S ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL was held at the city pool last
Friday evening for a change of pace. Ice cream and shaved ice booths were set up
outside, while the fire department served hot dogs and cold drinks.
SHAWN CAROLL PHOTOGRAPHS

SWIMMERS SPLASHED AROUND in the pool instead of being wet down with
the traditional fire hose at this year’s social.

FREE SWIMMING WAS offered last Friday as part of the City of Holtville’s big
city. More than 50 children (and their parents) took advantage of the warm weath-
er and free admission to splash around in the cool water.

THE MORE ADVENTUROUS kids practiced diving at the deep end of the pool
while their younger friends spent most of their time in the shallow end. 
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HOLTVILLE’S BRADLEY-KEFFER AMERICAN LEGION
Post 138 held its second Spring rummage sale last Saturday
morning.               SHAWN CARROLL PHOTOGRAPHS

PROCEEDS FROM SATURDAY’S sale will go to the organiza-
tion’s mission, helping veterans and the community.

EARLY BIRD SHOPPERS search for bargains at the legion
post’s rummage sale. There was something for just about every-
one somewhere on the many tables or in the racks.

Legion Rummage Sale Brings
Out Early Morning Shoppers
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Finish Line: End of Calexico's Cesar Chavez Blvd. Project in Sight 
BY RICHARD BROWN 

MONTENEGRO

Almost a decade in the mak-
ing, with more than $1 million in
unanticipated additional costs
and months of delays, the $7-mil-
lion-plus Cesar Chavez
Boulevard road-widening project
meant to ease traffic backups in
Calexico long associated with
crossing the border is near its
end.

The project, which expands
and reconfigures the formerly
dusty and dank boulevard, will
soon reroute traffic heading south
to Mexico, via the new West Port
of Entry, away from an Imperial
Avenue that during peak travel
times can be a clogged mess
backed up to Highway 98. 

The result, officials said, will
be a more streamlined Cesar
Chavez with three southbound
lanes, two dedicated for border
traffic and one for local traffic
turning right. 

Additionally, the formerly
drab thoroughfare will include
decorative streetlights holding up
banners promoting the downtown
and local events, and a public art
installation welcoming north-
bound port travelers to the city. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the almost entirely grant-
funded project is tentatively set
for June 25, with traffic open to
the public a few days earlier. 

"I think it's going to increase
how people view this city
because it will be a corridor
unlike any other in the (Imperial)
Valley. There's no other place like
it in the county," Calexico City
Manager David Dale said during
a recent  interview.

Dale, who has steered the
project through completion wear-
ing the hats of public works
director and city engineer since
arriving on the job in February
2018, and Lilliana Falomir, city
public works manager, both said
the project is long overdue.

"It's been a long time coming.
When you drive by it right now,
you see it's a major change," said
Falomir, who, in more than two

decades of city employment, has
witnessed its persistent traffic
tangles. 

"It's a great part of the city of
Calexico. We're excited as soon
as construction ends for people to
come in and use it as the main
corridor to the Calexico West
Port of Entry," she added.

The road to reconstruct Cesar
Chavez has been a bumpy one,
with the project first getting the
go-ahead from a past city council
around about a decade ago,
Falomir explained. Following
initial designs the project stalled,
languishing on a city manager's
desk amidst a cast of revolving
administrators and several city
council configurations. 

Dale said when he arrived at
the city the designs had already
been sitting on his desk
untouched for about a year.
Because of the inaction, he said,
the largest part of the project's
funding --- a $4.5 million Border
Infrastructure Program grant
through the California
Transportation Commission ---
was nearly lost.

Dale credits the intervention
of Imperial County
Transportation Commission
Executive Director Mark Baza
for lobbying the state to "get the
funding reallocated and put back
into the system" in 2017-2018.

"I know there were some
issues with the reorganization of
the city, but it also took time for
acquiring rights of way" on the
project, Falomir said.

She added it took about two
years to for the city to negotiate
terms with about a dozen proper-
ty owners along Cesar Chavez
who had to be paid to give up
portions of their land for con-
struction easements. That cost the
city almost $2 million, she
revealed.

Other hurdles leading to
delays involved the city coordi-
nating with Union Pacific
Railroad for the Grant Street
crossing, and with utilities such
as Southern California Gas Co.,
Imperial Irrigation District,
Spectrum cable, and AT&T to
relocate utility lines.

It wasn't until April 2018 that
the Transportation Commission
gave final clearance to start con-
struction. The project, which
designers had estimated would
cost more than $7 million, went
out to bid in May 2018, with the
bid awarded to Pyramid
Construction Co. for $6,022,218
on Aug. 1, 2018.

Earth finally started to move
on Aug. 27, 2018, with a ceremo-
nial groundbreaking the next day,
Falomir recalled. 

When done, besides the
southbound lanes Cesar Chavez
will feature three northbound
lanes, two of which lead from the
port of entry and one that turns
right onto Second Street so trav-
elers can access the Gran Plaza
mall and other nearby locations,
Falomir said.

For the first time, Cesar
Chavez will have curbs, gutters
and sidewalks, street lighting on
both the east and west sides of the
boulevard, and a new signal light
at Grant and Cesar Chavez, she
added.

Costs for the project have
been significant. 

Fortunately, the many cost
overruns and changes have been
covered with no effect on the city
budget. That's important, offi-
cials noted, because the city is
still emerging from a $4-million
deficit from several years back.
When the city is presented its
draft 2019-2020 budget in late
June it will still contain a project-
ed deficit of around $1 million,
Dale said. 

Early in the process, the
Cesar Chavez project was the
recipient of $2.8 million in fund-
ing from 2009 federal budget.

The city then received the
$4.5 million state grant around
2013-2014, Falomir said.

About $600,000 was more
recently allocated from state
Senate Bill 1 funding, the 2017
law that raises funds for road
projects through higher fuel taxes
and vehicle-registration fees.

Additional funding has come
through the countywide half-cent
sales tax under the voter-
approved Measure D.  

Measure D has been the pot
from which the city has partially
drawn to cover more than a $1
million in aesthetic changes and
safety upgrades deemed impor-
tant by the current city council.
There have so far been seven
change orders to the Cesar
Chavez project approved by the
city with at least one more
expected, Dale said. They have
upped the cost from $6 million to
$7.1 million as of May 15.

Falomir said a $20,000-
$30,000 change order is coming
down the pike soon month to
cover a concrete island for a new
traffic signal at Cesar Chavez and
Second Street.

Though not considered a
change order, the council on June
5 approved a supplemental agree-
ment for additional work by
Union Pacific Railroad on the
Grant St. crossing. That will
spend another $70,000 in
Measure D funds.

"We had quite a few dollars in
resources due to the lower-than-
anticipated bid," Dale said of an
upside to the cost hikes.

Among some of the major
changes have been the decorative
streetlights and brackets able to
hold up banners that will promote
shopping in downtown Calexico

Continued on page 11 

WORK PROCEEDS ON Cesar Chavez Boulevard in Calexico
as the late June completion of the project nears.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CITY OF CALEXICO



BY RICHARD BROWN 
MONTENEGRO

For the past year, it's safe to say
no one has done more to keep the
public aware of the complex changes
in Calexico's traffic flow with
Mexicali than Virginia Mendoza.

As senior transportation planner
at the Imperial County

Transportation Commission,
Mendoza was tasked more than a
year ago with both developing and
delivering the Calexico West Port of
Entry Traffic Circulation Plan.

The border crossing, also known
as the downtown port, receives thou-
sands of northbound and southbound
vehicles per day. 

Anticipating changes from the
reconfiguration of the port and the

widening of Cesar Chavez
Boulevard, the commission sought
and received an $80,000 state grant
to develop a traffic plan.

The main need was educating
locals, who had grown accustomed to
previous traffic patterns despite con-
gestion. This was done at several
milestones in the process, Mendoza
said in a June 7 interview.

"The value this plan brought was

there was real-time outreach to the
community and the agencies
involved to bring forth changes as the
milestones were met," Mendoza said.
"This plan wasn't meant to be placed
on a shelf but utilized as a tool during
its development."

That first public meeting in June
2018 coincided with the change in
southbound traffic on Highway
111/Imperial Avenue. While north-
bound traffic through the port
remained the same, southbound traf-
fic changed to Cesar Chavez and
Second Street in July 2018.

Another meeting occurred when
both north and southbound traffic
shifted to the new West Port of Entry
location, and yet a third outreach
meeting occurred in August 2018,
when the Cesar Chavez widening
began. All three meetings were at the
Carmen Durazo Cultural Arts Center,
Mendoza said.

Mendoza went before the
Calexico City Council on June 5 to
present the final version of the circu-
lation plan to coincide with the third
and final milestone of the plan --- the
end of the Cesar Chavez-widening
project on June 21, 2019, exactly one
year after the first outreach event.

Along the way, in addition to the
outreach events, Mendoza and com-
mission staff sent out press releases,
regularly updated social media feeds

and sent out mailers to business own-
ers, property owners and residents to
communicate the timing of each
change to the traffic pattern in the
city.

"Specific infrastructure projects
tend to have a certain level of out-
reach involved. In this case, however,
we had federal, state and local proj-
ects all going. We had to streamline
communications on the different
milestones these projects had,"
Mendoza said. 

The commission was the project
manager of the effort but the city of
Calexico participated extensively in
the preparation of the document,
Mendoza said. 

Following the presentation to the
council, Mendoza said the plan will
be presented two more times publicly
before going to the Imperial County
Transportation Commission for final
approval on June 26. Then, she said,
the work will be done.

"What we hope is that this devel-
oped a framework to further analyze
border traffic conditions within the
city of Calexico so that the city can
further make adjustments if neces-
sary as border traffic conditions
change or there might be some dif-
ferent needs," she said.

On the Web: 
www.imperialctc.org/media/managed/pdf/Dr

aft_Calexico_POE_TCP_5_24_19.pdf
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because of one mistake doesn't mean he
should resign. It does not affect his ability
to serve out the rest of his term. We all
have an afterlife."

Not all were as forgiving, however.
"I couldn't trust a mayor (Garcia) like

that. I think it would change my view. I
think he should resign," said Yaneth
Camacho, an Imperial resident. "There's a
consequence we all have to pay for. He
should, too, and he should not be re-elect-
ed."

Opinions regarding Jackson's alleged
abuse of the horse, which occurred in
2016, were varied outside El Centro pet
stores.

One man defended Jackson and warned
against undo bias.

"I don't think it matters with what he's
doing on his job--not at all. I think he's paid
his price. Everything's got its circum-
stances … Can I ask why you are asking
about this outside a  pet store? Won't that
bias people who to want to hammer him?"
said Steve Jones of Brawley.

Jackson has previously said he will not
comment on the case while it is under
appeal. 

Others were critical of Jackson but did
not agree on whether he should leave
office.

"I wouldn't trust him (Jackson). I'm an
animal lover. I have dogs, cats, chickens
and ducks at home," said  Pauline Price of
Niland. "I'd sooner have them (politicians)
resign because of their cruelty to animals. I
would never vote to re-elect someone like
that."

A more mixed reaction came from
Cynthia Pezzoli, who was carrying her
Lasso Apso. 

"He'd  (Jackson) be pretty crappy for
that. We're supposed to take care of our fel-
low humans and the lesser creatures," she
said, but added, "I don't know if he should
resign. I think he can serve out his term, so
long he's not involved with animal wel-
fare."

Fernandez explained the fallout from
her case is not happening in a bubble.
Having read many negative sentiments on
social media, Fernandez admitted they
sting, and not just for her.

"It's hurt my family, hurt my kids and
my grandkids, (with) all of this trash
they're throwing at me," she said.

Views............................from page six

and other city events, Dale
explained. Falomir said that
change order alone was
$247,000.

Another huge change was
taking what was initially
designed as a static concrete
median on Cesar Chavez and
instead installing a moveable "K
rail" system. It will allow for
flexibility when traffic heading
into Mexico becomes too heavy,
Dale said. That was a $296,000
change, Falomir added.

An addition citizens and trav-
elers can expect that did not
affect the project cost are the
large letters spelling out
"Calexico" that will stand atop a
retaining wall at the northwest
corner of Second Street and
Cesar Chavez, paid for by the
city's Arts in Public Places fund.
The sign will cost about $5,500
and is paid for by impact fees
from developers' projects in the
city, Falomir explained.

The business community is
taking a wait-and-see approach
with how the Cesar Chavez proj-
ect will affect commerce, but
those interviewed remained opti-
mistic, even as this almost year-
long bout of construction has left
them fed up with the dirt, dust
and limited access. 

Hildy Carrillo, executive
director of the Calexico Chamber
of Commerce, said businesses
such as Gran Plaza have suffered
somewhat because of the inabili-
ty to get to the outlet stores from
Cesar Chavez by way of Second
St.

"For now, we can't go where
we need to go," Carrillo said. "On
the other hand, it's progressive.
It's supposed to create better

access. … Once it's done and all
the signs are up, we'll all go back
to our routine."

She added, "Any time there's
change, it's all progress. … We'll
have growing pains, but we have
to go forward, go with it and get
used to it."  

Pablo Virgen, owner of
Calexico Auto Dismantlers at
421 Cesar Chavez, has had some
beef with the city over the center
median creating "right-turn-only"
access to and from his business,
but he's willing to wait to render
judgment.

Overall, though, Virgen said
construction has improved his
businesses' visibility with more
people coming in to check out the
other businesses housed at the
wrecking yard, like auto repair,
tires, auto glass and towing serv-
ices. 

He added that it's been a
major improvement to see curbs,
gutters and sidewalks installed as
part of the project. 

"We had been without a curb
and a sidewalk since it's been a
wrecking yard. It changes the
look of the boulevard … it's an
uplift and it's beautifying the
city," Virgen added.

What will likely be the
biggest impact from the Cesar
Chavez widening is what it
means for Imperial Avenue,
where traffic leading into the port
of entry has long gotten backed
up for over a mile, sometimes all
the way to Cole Boulevard.

"(Cesar Chavez) will reduce
our dependence on traffic con-
trollers," Dale said. "Imperial
Avenue has multiple intersections
that need to be controlled at peak
times."

Falomir said during those
peak times, traffic controllers had
been needed on Imperial at
Second, Fifth, Seventh and Grant
streets. She added some traffic
control might be needed on Cesar
Chavez moving forward, but only
on Second and Grant, and possi-
bly Highway 98.

The city will see a savings
with the reduction of the traffic
controllers. Costs weren't imme-
diately available, but Calexico
already receives an annual
$150,000 grant for controllers
from the county Transportation
Commission because it is a
regional traffic issue, Dale said.

Moving traffic off Imperial
Avenue could also mean big
things for the businesses along
that corridor. Although the effects
won't be seen in the summer
months, the Calexico chamber's
Carrillo said come August and
September the city could see an
uptick in businesses normally
blocked off to easy access
because of the car line into
Mexicali.

"With the new port and
improved traffic flow, it will
help," she added. "If we can get
to the businesses on Imperial
Avenue for the holidays starting
in September, that would be
great."

Additionally, Carrillo, who is
also an artist and art lover, said
she is really looking forward to
the new Calexico sign.

"People are excited about the
brand new Calexico sign to be
unveiled," she said. "Hopefully,
all of Cesar Chavez will be as
bright as our new Calexico sign."

Cesar Chavez Boulevard..........from page ten

Streetwise: Plan Sought to Avoid Traffic Chaos in Calexico

STAFF REPORT

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors on June 11
announced the appointment of
Veronica E. Rodriguez as the
new director of the county
Department of Social Services.
She replaces former director
Peggy Price who retired earlier
this year.  Rodriguez will begin
serving in her new position on
July 8.

Rodriguez currently serves as
a mental health program manag-
er for San Bernardino County
Human Services, a position she
has held since March 2016 in
which she manages adult foren-
sic services programs.    

Air Pollution District
Unveils New Logo

The Imperial County Air
Pollution Control District on
June 11 revealed its new logo
and branding to reflect the orga-
nization's commitment to pro-
tecting local air quality. The new
logo will be featured on all
agency materials in print and
digital media effective immedi-
ately. 

"Our new logo will help
usher in a new era of community
engagement to help inform the
community of the work being
done to protect our air quality,"
said Matt Dessert, the county Air
Pollution Control officer who
took the helm in 2016. "We want
to tell our story and the great
work being done by our team of
scientists, engineers, technical
and clerical staff."

County Briefs
New Social Services Director Named
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JAYSON BARNISKE

On June 5, Spectrum cable
television and Internet services
closed its locations in down-
town El Centro and Brawley
and opened a new office near
the Imperial Valley Mall.

The new outlet opened the
next day at 580 E. Danenberg
Drive, suite 201, the former
Payless shoe store. The previ-
ous locations were at 135 S.
Plaza in Brawley and 313 N.
Eighth St. in El Centro. One
customer reported receiving
notice of the move in a bill that
arrived in May.   

Contacted at the former
Brawley location, Spectrum
customers planning to conduct
business in person expressed
displeasure over the move. 

They were greeted by a
lobby that was open but had a
counter with a closed window.
Several notices, one hand-writ-
ten, gave notice of the move,
but many apparently had not
gotten the news in time to avoid
being inconvenienced.

For Janette Montiel of
Westmorland a six-mile trip
into Brawley became the
prospect of a 20-plus-mile jour-
ney for which she did not have
time.

"I came from Westmorland
to return a wireless router for
my mom," she said as she
entered the Brawley location
only to find the store had been
closed.

She added, "I have to go to
work so my mom, who is an
elderly woman, will end up
having to take the router to the
mall by herself. It will be a big
inconvenience and take over an
hour for her to make the trip."

Montiel was not alone. Over
the span of 30 minutes, 10 cus-
tomers waltzed through the
doors of Spectrum's former
Brawley office that shared a
lobby with the Imperial
Irrigation District.

Another disgruntled
Spectrum customer in the
Brawley office identifying her-
self only as Patsy lamented, "It
sucks. I think it's messed up that
Spectrum would close their
Brawley location. There are a
lot of people here who do not
have transportation, and a lot of
those people don't use the
Internet. It's a bad deal all the
way around."

Even though payment on
the Internet is an option, Jose
Ojeda shared his thoughts on
why he prefers to pay his bill in
person. 

"It is difficult to pay your
bill online. Paying your bill
online with Spectrum is like
going on a top-secret mission,"
he said. "You have to have your
ID number which is a long
code. It was much easier to just
come here and pay."

Meanwhile, a Spectrum
official stated in an email the
company views the store as a
service enhancement.

"Our new Spectrum store in
El Centro provides an updated
design and enhancements for
showcasing innovation across
the full suite of Spectrum serv-
ices," according to Pattie
Eliason, Spectrum Stores group
vice president.

She added, "Our representa-
tives will show customers the
latest advances in technology -
including our exciting new
Spectrum Mobile options - help
them become familiar with
using it and put together just the
right package of Spectrum serv-
ices for their home and family."

Spectrum notified cus-
tomers of the move in their bills
and with a notice in the former
locations, Dennis Johnson,
company senior director of west
region communications, stated
in the email.

Contacted outside Spectrum
in Brawley,  Lorenzo Ortiz, a
long-time customer, said he rec-
ognizes the need for such con-
solidation. 

"If it is necessary for
Spectrum to save then it's nec-
essary," he said. "As far as the
customer base goes, the elderly
and those uneducated in tech-
nology will have the hardest
time paying their bills with the
closure of the two locations."

Ortiz made a comparison
between Spectrum and its com-
petitors that shed light on the
situation from the cable
provider's point-of-view:
"Spectrum is the only cable
provider who still has an office
in the Imperial Valley.
Spectrum is only losing money
keeping the Brawley office
open. Any corporation would
do the same thing. The only
way to stay in business is to
stay competitive."

But the inconvenience to
customers was on the mind of
an El Centro business owner.

"This is going to affect peo-
ple who do not have a vehicle.
When corporations close small
field offices it does not affect
upper- and middle-class people.
It affects the lower-class the
most," said Tiffany Mendoza, 

Continued on page 13

Spectrum Cable Closes Locations In Brawley And El Centro, Opens New One

A HODGEPODGE OF signs greets customers at the former location of the Spectrum cable outlet in
Brawley. The firm closed that location and another in El Centro in favor on a new one near the
Imperial Valley Mall.    JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO



BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Even as Calexico and the Santo
Tomas swap meet reached an agree-
ment in early June to reopen the
embattled marketplace amid numer-
ous alleged code violations, the issue
of whether vendors can leave items
overnight remains a point of con-
tention.

Meanwhile, Calexico Fire Chief
Diego Favila revealed for the first
time that the Dec. 8 fire that eventu-
ally led to the closure of the swap
meet started in an electrical outlet in
one of the vendor stalls and was
quickly fed by items vendors were
storing overnight.

While a previously released
report listed the fire cause as acci-
dental, city officials had withheld
further details citing pending litiga-
tion. The city successfully sued the
swap meet to temporarily close it
amid a dispute over the alleged viola-
tions found in post-fire inspections. 

The matter was likely headed for
a trial when an agreement was
reached in a June 6 mediation. 

"Of course" the stored items
fueled the fire, Favila said during a
brief interview June 7. "If they took
that stuff home, there would be noth-
ing to burn."

Leaving stored items on site has
long been an issue between Calexico
and the swap meet, records show. In
a 1992 site plan agreement between
the parties there is language that for-
bids storing items after hours, and it
appears in the years since that agree-
ment was executed the city's enforce-
ment of it had been spotty.

The June 6 agreement that
cleared the way for the swap meet to
reopen June 8 just shines a spotlight
on the contentious issue. The agree-
ment stipulates that "swap meet ven-
dors will be allowed to store their
merchandise in their stalls after hours
until the city adopts an ordinance
prohibiting same."

Calexico City Manager David
Dale and Mayor Lewis Pacheco both
confirmed on June 11 that the city is
drafting an ordinance restricting how
that merchandise can be left
overnight. Any ordinance adopted by
the city would not immediately for-
bid overnight storage, but allow for
storage in fire-retardant or fireproof
containers, Dale and Pacheco said.

Dale said the city council will be
presented with the draft ordinance
within the next month. If approved
by the council on first and second
readings, it could become enforce-
able sometime in September.

Meanwhile, vendors working at
the newly reopened swap meet on
June 10 were vocal about the
prospect of being forced to haul away
their merchandise each day.

"If they do that, I will not come
back since it will be difficult for me
and my wife to bring our stuff every-
day to set up again and again," ven-
dor Genaro Rosales said.

"Loading and unloading my mer-
chandise will cost me money and
damage inventory," vendor Horacio
Avalos said. 

Avalos invited city officials
should come to Santo Tomas and
meet with them to see the reality of
their situation rather than making
decisions from behind a desk.

Santo Tomas Chief Financial
Officer and General Manager Juan
Carlos Gonzalez said he is also under

the assumption that any proposed
city ordinance will bar vendors from
leaving their merchandise.

"If approved, it will be the end of
a business model that has been
around for 30 years. We are working
with the city, but I think this will be
counterproductive to our vendors,"
Gonzalez said June 10.

City officials want the vendors to
know the ordinance being developed
is not a blanket denial.

"We want to leave it open, don't
close it off to no storage," Dale said.

"I'm all for leaving it overnight,
if they have the proper containers;
fire-retardant containers," said City
Council Member Morris Reisen, who
is decidedly pro-small business as a
central figure among downtown mer-
chants. "I'm for them keeping the
merchandise overnight."

Although the storage issue is a
central theme of the agreement
signed by Pacheco and Gonzalez in
the presence of their attorneys, it is
by no means the most important. The
agreement calls for the city to dis-
miss its lawsuit against Santo Tomas
that was filed in late February to
compel the business to close amid
allegations of code violations that the
suit claimed caused a "public nui-
sance" and endangered the public's
safety.

With more than 50 city and state
building and fire code violations
alleged in the lawsuit, the agreement
calls for Santo Tomas to initiate an
intensive effort correct all of the vio-
lations by Dec. 31, 2020, with certain
milestones to be met along the way at
timed intervals.

For example, Santo Tomas must
obtain permits from Imperial County
Public Health Department for solid
waste and vector (pest) control issues
by Jan. 31, 2020; must fix fire risers
and install fire hydrants on site on or
before Feb. 29, 2020; and must resur-
face all fire lanes on or before March
31, 2020.

Santo Tomas then has until the
final December 2020 date to correct
all electrical code violations, struc-
tural violations, make vendor stalls
dust-free, pave parking lots, ensure
there are enough restroom facilities,
and address any other violations
identified in previous inspections by
city building and fire officials.

All of the work must be permit-
ted by the city and done by licensed
contractors.

If Santo Tomas fails to adhere to
any of the timelines or requirements
of the agreement, the city can file
another lawsuit seeking an injunction
to close it again. 

The agreement spells out that the
swap meet is only "temporarily
open" until the violations are correct-
ed and its operation is limited to
property in the south, west and east
parking lots, in the tarp-roofed ven-
dor stalls in the southeast corner of
the property, and in the vacant,
cleared formerly burned area of the
property. All other sections are
fenced off.  

The Dec. 8 blaze destroyed about
a third of the marketplace's about 150
vendor stalls. It was fully closed until
Dec. 21 and when the city allowed it
to start temporarily operating in the
swap meet parking lot. The city filed
suit after Santo Tomas re-opened its
main vendor area in early February,
allegedly without city permission.   

The city again shut down Santo
Tomas on March 15 after getting a
court order to do so. 

The agreement was the result of
a mediation session on May 31 in
San Diego.

As for the Dec. 8 fire, Favila's
assertion that leaving items out
overnight may have exacerbated fire
conditions calls into question the
city's responsibility for the blaze.

The 1992 site plan agreement
between the city and Santo Tomas
required vendor merchandise to be
packed up and taken off site at the
end of each day, but at some point the
city stopped enforcing that rule.

Mayor Pacheco said turnover of
city managers over a lengthy period
of time could have led the issue to
"slip through the cracks," he said. "It
certainly slipped through the cracks
of the council."

Pacheco was asked whether the
city bears some responsibility for
allowing the fire to occur.

"If we were lax on not following
up on code issues, then that was our
fault, yes," he said.

City records obtained by this
newspaper show the city cited the
swap meet for fire code violations in
2010 and 2012. There were no

records provided of any further
inspections.  

While City Manager Dale said
the city could have done a better job
in enforcing code compliance, he
said he disagrees with Pacheco's
take. 

Dale said Santo Tomas' attorney,
Sandra Brower, had already tried to
make that argument in refuting the
lawsuit at an initial court appearance,
but Dale said the judge in the case
dismissed the idea.

"We all have our own opinion,
and the judge had his opinion," Dale
said.

As inspections of the swap meet
ramped up again at some point, Santo
Tomas was informed in a letter in
January 2018 that it was in violation
of numerous codes, Dale said. He
added that in June 2018, Santo
Tomas claimed the swap meet was in
compliance.

"Santo Tomas was well aware,
from the city's point of view, that
they were out of compliance," Dale
said. 

Imperial County Superior Court
Judge Jeffrey Jones agreed with that

assertion, and during a pretrial con-
ference admonished Brower by say-
ing the city was not Santo Tomas'
babysitter.

Dale said swap meet officials
knew they were out of compliance
and the judge agreed the fire was not
the city's responsibility.

"Complaints from Santo Tomas
in 2018 were that we're being too
heavy-handed in enforcing codes.
Then, we were too lax?" Dale asked
rhetorically. "It doesn't pass my smell
test."

"The city knows we need to do a
better job" with code enforcement,
Dale said, and a plan is being devel-
oped to address that. He said in the
coming fiscal year, which starts July
1, the city will add another code
enforcement officer. There is only
one now.

"Property owners all over the
city can expect that we will be
stronger with enforcement," Dale
said. "The council has sent a message
that they will no longer tolerate code
violations."

Reporter Mario Conde 
contributed to this report.
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owner of Antiques and Auctions. 
She added, "People who are

low-income or below poverty
level are taking public transporta-
tion, taxis, and walking every-
where. It is unfortunate corporate
cutbacks like these two locations
closing are designed to save
money, but they really hurt those
who are struggling most."

The new El Centro store is
open weekdays and Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Sundays from noon to 5 p.m.,

Johnson added.  Along with sam-
pling and ordering Spectrum
services, customers can also
complete a variety of transactions
at the store, including account
payments and upgrading or
exchanging equipment. 

Information on Spectrum
store locations can be found
online at spectrum.com along
with more information about
Spectrum products and services.
The 24-hour customer assistance
line is (855)-70-SPECTRUM.

Spectrum...........from page twelve

School  i s  ou t  for  the
summer,  which  means
there’ll  be plenty of t ime
for reading. Join us for fun
at the Imperial  County Free
Library  Hol tvi l le  Branch.
Our theme this summer is
“ I t ’s  Showt ime a t  your
Library”.  We’ve l ined up
fasc ina t ing  presenta t ions ,
crafts,  and story t imes that
reflect  the theme. The sum-
mer  learn ing  program is
simple: You read books and
earn prizes.  Program regis-

tration began on June 1st .
Just  stop by the l ibrary to
sign up for the program and
any of the events you’d l ike
to  a t tend .  As  a lways ,
l ibrary programs are free.  

For details ,  please call
the l ibrary at  (760) 356-
2385. Why not enjoy the
ac t iv i t ies  we’ve  p lanned
for  th i s  year ’s  summer
learn ing  program?
Activit ies will  take place
from June 19 through July
31 at  2 p.m.

Library Announces Theme For
Summer Reading Program

Santo Tomas Dispute With Calexico Not Over Despite Agreement



Holtville Tribune Thursday, June 13, 2019  PAGE 14

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CONTRACTOR CALLING FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the COUNTY OF IMPERIAL, California, acting by
and through its Board of Supervisors (hereinafter referred to as "COUNTY"), will receive up
to, but not later than 2:00p.m. on Friday, June 28, 2019, sealed bids for the award of a con-
tract for the proposed project:

IMPERIAL COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT ROOFING IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT 155 S. 11TH

STREET, EL CENTRO, CA 92243

COUNTY PROJECT NO. SR6588PWS

The Contractor shall possess a California Contractors C-39 License, at the time this con-
tract is awarded. Bids shall be received in the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors,
940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, California 92243, and shall be opened publicly and
read aloud at the above stated time and place.

Each bid package must conform and be responsive to the contract documents, bid sets are
available starting on Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at the following
http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp?fileinc=rfq&newsnumber=0 "Projects
out to bid" at no charge and at Public Works, 155 South Eleventh Street, El Centro, CA,
92243, Phone (442) 265-1818, Monday through Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM (PDT) for a
hard copy set for a fee.  Those desiring to pick up bid sets shall call to reserve a copy of bid
documents to ensure the availability.

A one hundred dollar ($100) non-refundable fee for each hardcopy bid package set of the
contract documents is required.

Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents will be mailed any addendums
that may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening date.

Each bid shall be accompanied by the bid security referred to in the contract documents
and the list of proposed subcontractors in the form of a certified or cashier check or a bid
bond for ten percent (10%) of the maximum bid amount being proposed.

In contracts involving expenditure in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10,000), the suc-
cessful bidder shall file a payment bond in a penal sum at least equal to the full contract value
as awarded.  The bond shall be approved by COUNTY and shall be in the form set forth in
the contract documents.  The successful bidder shall also file a performance bond in a penal
sum at least equal to the full contract value as awarded.

A performance and payment bond must be filed for contracts involving expenditure in
excess of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), and may be required for contracts involv-
ing smaller expenditures at the option of COUNTY.

A Contractor's and Subcontractor's Pre-Bid Conference will be held on the following
date: June 18, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at:

County of Imperial Public Works Department and Facilities Management
Located at: 155 S. 11th, El Centro, CA 92243

Contact Person:  Jenell Guerrero, MPA - Administrative Analyst II
Telephone: (760) 604-2162

Marcelo Cortes - Senior Carpenter
Telephone: (760) 455-6708

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference and Facility Walkthrough is MANDATORY. Any
firm that does not attend the mandatory site visit/briefing shall not be eligible to submit a bid
proposal.

Before submitting a bid, ALL BIDDERS are required to examine the project site and
fully inform themselves as to all existing site conditions and limitations. The bid proposal
shall include the cost of all items necessary for the construction of the Project. Bidder shall
not receive any additional compensation for costs resulting from conditions that Bidder could
have discovered with due diligence prior to submitting a bid.

Any potential bidder whom has been deemed ineligible to perform work on public works
projects pursuant to Labor Code Sections 1777.1 or 1777.7 shall be prohibited from bidding
on, being awarded a contract for, or performing work as a subcontractor on this project, or
any other public works project within the state of California.

COUNTY reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any irregularities or
informalities in any bids or in the bidding.

All information required by the bid forms must be completely and accurately provided.
Numbers shall be stated in both words and figures where so indicated in the bid forms; con-
flicts between a number stated in words and in figures are governed by the words.  Partially
completed Bid Proposals, including bid forms with items left blank, or Bid Proposals sub-
mitted on other than the bid forms included herein are non-responsive and will be rejected.
Bid Proposals not conforming to these instructions for bidders and the Notice to Contractors
Calling for Bids may be deemed nonresponsive and rejected.

Pursuant to Section 20103.8 of the Public Contract Code:  A local agency may require a
bid for a public works contract to include prices for items that may be added to, or deducted
from, the scope of work in the contract for which the bid is being submitted.  Whenever addi-
tive or deductive items are included in a bid, the bid solicitation shall specify which one of
the following methods will be used to determine the lowest bid.  In the absence of a specifi-
cation, only the method provided by subdivision (a) will be used:

(a) The lowest bid shall be the lowest bid price on the base contract without
consideration of the prices on the additive or deductive items.

A responsible bidder who submitted the lowest bid as determined by this section shall be
awarded the contract, if it is awarded. This section does not preclude the local agency from
adding to or deducting from the contract any of the additive or deductive items after the low-
est responsible bidder has been determined.

ENGINEER'S OPINION OF PROBABLE QUANTITY
BASE BID

Nothing in this section shall preclude the prequalification of subcontractors.

COUNTY hereby affirms and notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in
any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be
discriminated on the grounds of race, sex, color, or national origin in consideration for an
award.

Pursuant to section 1773 of the Labor Code, the general prevailing rate of wages in the
County in which the work is to be done has been determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations and are on file and available from the Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors located at the County Administration Center, 940 Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243.

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the general prevailing rate of per
diem wages in the locality in which this work is to be performed for each craft or type of
worker needed to execute the contract which will be awarded to the successful bidder.

Use the following internet access URL:
http://www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr/PWD/

Bidders are advised that they may elect to substitute securities for any retention of funds
by the County to ensure performance under the Contract. At the request and expense of
Bidder, securities equivalent to the amount retained shall be deposited with the County, or
with a state or federally chartered bank in this state as the escrow agent, who shall then return
the securities to Bidder once the Project has been completed.

Alternatively, the Bidder may request, and the County shall make payment of retentions
earned directly to the escrow agent at the expense of the Bidder. The Bidder, at its sole cost
and expense, may direct the investment of the payments into securities, and the Bidder shall
receive the interest earned on the investments. Once the Project has been completed, the
Bidder shall receive from the escrow agent all securities, interest and payments received by
the escrow agent from the County.

Securities eligible for investment include those listed in Cal Gov Code § 16430, bank or
savings and loan certificates of deposit, interest-bearing demand deposit accounts, standby
letters of credit, or any other security mutually agreed to by the County and the Bidder. The
Bidder shall be the beneficial owner of any securities substituted for retained funds and shall
receive any interest thereon.

Substitution of securities shall be conducted through an Escrow Agreement substantially
similar to that found in Cal Pub Contract Code § 22300(f).

PLEASE NOTE: Substitution of securities is prohibited where funding for the Project, in
whole or in part, will be provided by the Farmers Home Administration of the United States
Department of Agriculture pursuant to the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7
U.S.C. Sec 1921 et seq.) or where otherwise disallowed by federal law.

Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

County of Imperial
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PUBLIC NOTICE

T.S. No. 18-54193 APN: 058-501-
005-000
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST DATED
7/27/2006.  UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE.  IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER.
A public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash, cashier's check
drawn on a state or national bank,
check drawn by a state or federal
credit union, or a check drawn by a
state or federal savings and loan
association, or savings association, or
savings bank specified in Section
5102 of the Financial Code and
authorized to do business in this state
will be held by the duly appointed
trustee as shown below, of all right,
title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and
pursuant to a Deed of Trust described
below.  The sale will be made, but
without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay

the remaining principal sum of the
note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust,
with interest and late charges there-
on, as provided in the note(s),
advances, under the terms of the
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee
for the total amount (at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice of
Sale) reasonably estimated to be set
forth below.  The amount may be
greater on the day of sale.
Trustor: JOSE D CANO, AN
UNMARRIED MAN
Duly Appointed Trustee: Zieve,
Brodnax& Steele, LLPDeed of Trust
recorded7/31/2006, as Instrument
No. 2006-036329, of Official
Records in the office of the Recorder
of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale:7/12/2019 at 2:00 PM
Place of Sale:     Main Entrance,
Imperial County Courthouse, 939 W.
Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance
and other charges:  $333,783.91
Note: Because the Beneficiary
reserves the right to bid less than the
total debt owed, it is possible that at
the time of the sale the opening bid
may be less than the total debt owed.
Street Address or other common
designation of real property: 842 E
5TH ST A-B

CALEXICO, California 92231
AKA
842 E 5TH ST B
CALEXICO, California 92231
Described as follows:
As more fully described on said Deed
of Trust.
A.P.N #.: 058-501-005-000
The undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness of
the street address or other common
designation, if any, shown above.  If
no street address or other common
designation is shown, directions to
the location of the property may be
obtained by sending a written request
to the beneficiary within 10 days of
the date of first publication of this
Notice of Sale.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering bid-
ding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auc-
tion. You will be bidding on a lien,
not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does
not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the
lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens

senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear title to
the property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that informa-
tion about trustee sale postponements
be made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale.  If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale
of this property, you may call (800)
280-2832 or visit this Internet Web
site www.auction.com, using the file
number assigned to this case 18-
54193. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration

or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately
be reflected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Web site. The
best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled
sale.
Dated:  6/3/2019
Zieve, Brodnax & Steele, LLP, as
Trustee 
30 Corporate Park, Suite 450
Irvine, CA92606
For Non-Automated Sale
Information, call: (714) 848-7920
For Sale Information: (800) 280-
2832www.auction.com
_________________________
Michael Busby, Trustee Sale
Officer
This office is enforcing a security
interest of your creditor. To the extent
that your obligation has been dis-
charged by a bankruptcy court or is
subject to an automatic stay of bank-
ruptcy, this notice is for information-
al purposes only and does not consti-
tute a demand for payment or any
attempt to collect such obligation
EPP 29113 
Pub Dates 06/13, 06/20, 06/27/2019
Legal 6213



SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Laura Acosta, an individual, and
Does 1-100 inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Persolve, LLC, a limited liability
company
NOTICE!  You have been sued.
The court may decide against you
without your being heard unless
you respond within 30 days.
Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you to
file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on
the plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written

response must be in proper legal
form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your
response. You can find these
court forms and more informa-
tion at the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you. If you
cannot pay the filing fee, ask the
court clerk for a fee waiver form.
If you do not file your response
on time, you may lose the case by
default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken with-
out further warning from the
court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want
to call an attorney referral serv-

ice. If you cannot afford an attor-
ney, you may be eligible for free
legal service from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can
locate these nonprofit groups at
the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifor-
nia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
or by contacting your local court
or county bar association.
NOTE: The court has a statutory
lien for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court's lien must
be paid before the court will dis-
miss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si

no responde dentro de 30 días, la
corte puede decidir en su contra
sin escuchar su versión. Lea la
información a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO después de que le
entreguen esta citación y papeles
legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta
corte y hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefónica no lo
protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en formato
legal correcto si desea que proce-
sen su caso en la corte. Es posi-
ble que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos
formularios de la corte y más
información en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de

California (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su
condado o en la corte que le
quede más cerca. Si no puede
pagar la cuota de presentación,
pida al secretario de la corte que
le dé un formulario de exención
de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta
su respuesta a tiempo, puede
perder el caso por incumplimien-
to y  la corte le podrá quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más
advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si no
conoce a un abogado, puede lla-
mar a un servicio de remisión a
abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un  abogado es posible que
cumpla con los requisitos para
obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines
de lucro en el sitio web de
California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en
el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes
de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o ponién-
dose en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos y los costos exentos
por imponer un gravamen  sobre
cualquier recuperación de
$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una con-
cesión de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el

gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el
caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECL001237
“Order to Show Cause hearing is set

for 7/10/19 at 8:30 a.m. in depart-
ment 9.”
The name and address of the
court is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la
corte es): 
Main Courthouse
939 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and tele-
phone number of plaintiff's attor-
ney, or plaintiff without an attor-
ney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el
número de teléfono del abogado
del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es):
MICHAEL H. RAICHELSON/
SBN 174607
Persolve Legal Group, LLP, 
818-534-3100
9301 Corbin Ave. Ste 1600
Northriddge, CA 91324
Date: Aug. 02, 2018
Maria Rhinehart, Interim Clerk,
by (Secretario) D. Garrido,
Deputy (Adjunto)
Endorsed: Aug. 2, 2018
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart,  Interim Clerk
By: Divanne Garrido, Deputy
Legal 6212 
Publish: June 13, 20, 27, July 4,
2019.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
T.S. No. 19-0004-11 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE NOTE:
THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT ATTACHED

NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN
RESUMEN DE LA
INFORMACIÓN DE ESTE
DOCUMENTO TALA: MAY-
ROONG BUOD NG IMPOR-
MASYON SA DOKUMEN-
TONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
L?U Ý: KÈM THEO ?ÂY LÀ
B?N TRÌNH BÀY TÓM L??C V?
THÔNG TIN TRONG TÀI LI?U
NÀY PLEASE NOTE THAT
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE §
2923.3(d)(1) THE ABOVE
STATEMENT IS REQUIRED TO
APPEAR ON THIS DOCUMENT
BUT PURSUANT TO CIVIL
CODE § 2923.3(a) THE SUM-
MARY OF INFORMATION IS
NOT REQUIRED TO BE
RECORDED OR PUBLISHED
AND THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION NEED ONLY
BE MAILED TO THE MORT-
GAGOR OR TRUSTOR YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED
3/5/2015. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. A public auction sale
to the highest bidder for cash,
cashier's check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by a
state or federal credit union, or a
check drawn by a state or federal
savings and loan association, or
savings association, or savings
bank specified in Section 5102 of
the Financial Code and authorized
to do business in this state will be
held by the duly appointed trustee
as shown below, of all right, title,
and interest conveyed to and now
held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust
described below. The sale will be
made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust, with
interest and late charges thereon,

as provided in the note(s),
advances, under the terms of the
Deed of Trust, interest thereon,
fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount (at the
time of the initial publication of
the Notice of Sale) reasonably
estimated to be set forth below.
The amount may be greater on the
day of sale. Trustor: JORGE H.
MACIAS AND CECILIA
MACIAS, HUSBAND AND
WIFE AS JOINT TENANTS Duly
Appointed Trustee: The Wolf
Firm, A Law Corporation
Recorded 3/11/2015 as Instrument
No. 2015004532 of Official
Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County,
California, Street Address or
other common designation of real
property: 1036 F HERRERA
STREET CALEXICO, CA 92231
A.P.N.: 059-496-040-000 Date of
Sale: 6/28/2019 at 2:00 PM Place
of Sale: Imperial County
Courthouse, 939 W. Main Street,
El Centro, CA 92243, Main
Entrance Amount of unpaid bal-
ance and other charges:
$208,014.55, estimated The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of
the street address or other com-
mon designation, if any, shown
above. If no street address or other
common designation is shown,
directions to the location of the
property may be obtained by send-
ing a written request to the benefi-
ciary within 10 days of the date of
first publication of this Notice of
Sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you
should understand that there are
risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a jun-
ior lien. If you are the highest bid-
der at the auction, you are or may
be responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of out-
standing liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for

this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or
a court, pursuant to Section 2924g
of the California Civil Code. The
law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements
be made available to you and to
the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish
to learn whether your sale date has

been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may
call (800) 280-2832 or visit this
Internet Web site
www.auction.com, using the file
number assigned to this case 19-
0004-11. Information about post-
ponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time
to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the
Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: 5/23/2019 The Wolf Firm, A
Law Corporation 2955 Main

Street, 2nd Floor Irvine, California
92614 Foreclosure Department
(949) 720-9200 Sale Information
Only: (800) 280-2832 www.auc-
tion.com Sindy Clements,
Foreclosure Officer PLEASE BE
ADVISED THAT THE WOLF
FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR,
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
YOU PROVIDE MAY BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
NPP0354123 To: CALEXICO
CHRONICLE 06/06/2019,
06/13/2019, 06/20/2019 
Legal 5226

CLASSIFIED ADS

City of Holtville
PUBLIC NOTICE

Annual CPI Trash Rate Adjustment
Effective July 1, 2019

Notice is hereby given that the agreement between the City of
Holtville and CR & R, Inc. (Section 9, Annual Rate Adjustment)
states rates are subject to an annual adjustment based on the
Consumer Price Index published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the United States Department of Labor.
The most recent price index reflects a 3% increase.
A copy of the agreement and related documents are available for pub-
lic review at City Hall. If additional information is required, please
call the Finance Department at (760) 356-2912.
Legal 8875
Publish: June 13, 27, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-389
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Preece Ranches
2105 W. Diehl Rd
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Todd Gerold Preece Jr.
2105 W. Diehl Rd
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

April 1, 2019.
I, Todd Preece Jr.  Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature:  Todd Preece Jr.
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of

another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: June 6, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: June 5, 2024. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expira-
tion date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-

Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6211          
Publish: June 13, 20, 27, July 4,
2019
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