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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

For summer activities a
library is a cool destination and
not only because of the air condi-
tions. With a lot more than just
books, the Imperial County free
libraries offers opportunities to
exploring talents, including at the
Holtville location at 101 E. Sixth
St.

Holtville's summer learning
program was a hive of activity
for the teen/adult division on
June 20 as the two groups

plunged into crafts that sparked
the imagination.

"I love this program. People
are learning every summer--
learning new things and it's not
just reading but we have lots of
craft activities," said Lorenza
Carpenter, head librarian. 

"Today, we're making a ter-
rarium based on the book
'Designing with Succulents.' You
can grow with little cacti and you
use seashells, garden stones, pot-
ting soil and we like to add a car-
bon filter to prevent any mold."

Carpenter provided her eager

adults with miniature fishbowls
and began scooping out all the
gardening supplies she procured.
But she cautioned the class once
the terrariums are completed they
need maintenance.

"Every two weeks you can
add water," she advised. "Use a
teaspoon or eye dropper, you
don't need a lot, too much is as
bad as not enough. But today
don't add water because the soil
is fresh."

Working through her growth

Continued on Page 4

Holtville Residents Beat Summer Heat
Challenging Creativity In Art And Books

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Long-time former Holtville
resident Effie Schneider
Ligons passed away in June at
86, but despite moving to El
Centro when she married a sec-
ond time after the death of her
first husband, Holtville
remained her hometown.

Ligons, who waitressed at
several Holtville restaurants,
was probably best known as
the bookkeeper for Vic's Air
Conditioning & Electrical and
she got to know just about
everybody in town, recalled
her daughter, Debbie Burquist.

"One thing, whenever an
elderly person called to get
their air conditioner repaired,
my mom always gave them pri-
ority," said Burquist. "It was
important to her the elderly got
their A.C. repaired, that's for
sure."

Besides Debbie, the family
siblings included sister Sharon
Menvielle and brothers
Clifford and Dennis.
Demonstrative of the family’s
kindness, the home included
James Tennison, whose parents
had passed, and Shela Nunn,
who was like another sister. 

Her mother waitressed at
the Little Café and began her
shift at 5 a.m. even though she
didn't have to be there until 6,
remembered Burquist.

"She knew how important it
was for the farmers to get their
coffee early in the morning,"
she stressed, "and that showed
her work ethic and the kind of
person she was."

It was at the cafe Ligons
met Vic Wellong, owner of
Vic's. After years of working
out of his vehicle, Wellong
wanted to open an office and
grow the business. Needing an
assistant, he extended an offer
to Ligons. Even though she had
no office experience she took
up the offer and worked there
30 years, befriending cus-
tomers and fellow employees
along the way, including
Bobby Turner, Wellong's son-
in-law.

"Effie started a week before
I did," recalled Turner. "She
was like a mother to me. Their
brother Clifford came to work
for Vic's, too."

Turner eventually became
partners with Wellong and then
bought his share of the busi-
ness, yet Vic's is still in
Holtville, 317 E. Fifth St.
Turner graduated high school
in El Centro and then married
Wellong's daughter after he
began working at Vic's. 

Continued on Page 4

Holtville Ambassador:
Effie Schneider

Ligons, Face of Local
Business, Passes

LORENZA CARPENTER (left), Holtville head librarian, shows a summer crafts class how
to build a terrarium on June 20 at the library’s It's Showtime at Your Library.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Holtville City Council on
June 24 unanimously adopted a
budget for the 2019-20 fiscal year
that provides for all administra-
tion, public works and safety
requirements but still leaves a sur-
plus.

The fiscal year begins July 1.
The council adopted the budg-

et 4-0 with Council Member Mike
Goodsell absent. Holtville begins
the fiscal year with an approxi-
mately $1million surplus,
explained City Manager Nick
Wells. 

"If everything goes according
to our projected budget we'll end
on June 30, 2020 with an addition-
al $175,000 surplus over what we
currently have," he said. 

Total revenue in the general
fund is $3.019 million. Other oper-
ating funds include water with
$1.542 million, sewer with $ 1.498
million, trash $248,500, $181,000

for a local transportation authority
fund, plus $15,000 earmarked for
a sidewalk fund and $244,000
from California gas tax alloca-
tions. 

Salaries and benefits for
administration will cost $715,000.
Public safety totals $1.534 million
that includes $866,000 to retain
Imperial County Sheriff's Office
for police services. Meanwhile,
the public works expense is
$497,000. 

“We've gone to great lengths
not to overspend and not to com-
mit to any future expenditures
above revenues and that's been our
strategic direction since I've been
here, eight years,” said Wells. 

But going forward the city will
see some revenue drop as it was
informed by the U. S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement that
Holtville will lose its liaison asso-
ciation that includes a $160,000
grant for a detention facility but
that will not occur until the end of
the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

However, minimum wage in
California is increasing in incre-
ments and corresponds with high-
er consumer prices trending over
the next four to five years, noted
Wells.

"So we'll see higher sales taxes
and we hope that positively
impacts our revenue stream," he
said. 

Wells also informed council he
was postponing again a 1.9 percent
sewer rate increase that was sup-
posed to automatically to go into
effect on July 1. It was originally
approved by council in June 2013
when they authorized a 6.59 per-
cent increase with a scheduled
increase to go into effect July 1,
2017. But the prior two years the
increase was also delayed. The
council approved the resolution 4-
0. 

"Since the sewer budget is $
47,000 over expenses, we don't
need additional revenue to stay in
the black for FY 2019/20," Wells
said.

H o l t v i l l e  E x p e c t s  B u d g e t
S u r p l u s  F o r C o m i n g  Ye a r

Effie Schneider Ligons

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The census that the federal
government does every 10 years
is about so much more that count-
ing all the people in any one town
and that is why it is important,
say Holtville officials.

The city’s Census Kickoff
Meet and Greet was to be held
from noon to 1:30 p.m. on June
26 at the Holtville Civic Center.
The decision to hold a formal
event came at the request of cen-
sus officials due to the need for
greater outreach to increase cen-
sus response, explained City
Manager Nick Wells.

"The Census Bureau contact-
ed lower income/undercounted
areas and Imperial County was
one of those areas," said Wells.

The county is considered a
"hard-to-count" area because its
response rate was just 26 percent

in the 2010 Census, Wells added. 
"This meeting in particular is

geared toward getting people to
prompt other people to partici-
pate," said Wells. "So we're talk-
ing to schools, clergy, Rotarians,
4H groups and others to urge
their communities to fill out the
census."

The census will be mainly
completed online but for those
who prefer, it can still be com-
pleted by mail or phone. Imperial
County was provided with funds
to provide Holtville City Hall
with a kiosk to help people with-
out Internet access to register
with the census, Wells noted.

"I think the census is impor-
tant for funding from the state
and federal government, there-
fore the population count can
play a role in how much money is
allocated to Holtville. If you're

Continued on Page 8

Holtville Hosting 2020
Census Launch;

Complete Count Sought
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Woman’s Club Of 
Holtville

Community Birthdays
JUNE 27: Elmer Couch†
JUNE 28: Michelle Hunt Butler
JUNE 29: Carolyn Hilfiker, Johnny Saiza†
JUNE 30: Nathan Baeza, Bently Rothfleisch, Jocelyn
Emanuelli, Megan A. Smedley, Connor Van Der Linden,
Bailey J. Santistevan†
JULY 01: Marie Crabtee, Lucie Bryant, Luke Beardsley,
Fonzie Quevedo
JULY 02: Donna Brady, Hank Ludwig, Michael Cradic,
Sarah Jane Abatti.
JULY 03: Dominic J. Dollente, Mark Wilson

Anniversaries

JUNE 27 : Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Gardner, Mr. & Mrs. Simon
Bornt
JUNE 28 : Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Lechner

Week of July 1st

Transgender: Understanding the Gender Umbrella
(Originally aired on August 2015)

41% of people who identify as transgender report attempting suicide. Dr.
Ebony M. Williams joins us to discuss the traditional gender model compared
to the gender umbrella. Learn how the gender model appears to no longer be
applicable, due to the different ways that people in our society see themselves
or identify themselves within a complex gender umbrella. 

Dr. Ebony M. Williams, Psy.D.
Assistant Professor

California State University, 
Sacramento

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 1 de julio

Transgénero: La Comprensión del Modelo de la Sombrilla de Genero
(Originalmente transmitido en agosto 2015)

El 41% de las personas que se identifican como transgénero informan de
haber intentado cometer el suicidio. Armando Rodríguez se une a nosotros

para discutir el modelo tradicional de genero en comparación con el modelo o
concepción social de genero. Aprenda como el modelo de genero ya no puede

ser eficiente, debido a las diferentes formas en que la gente en nuestra
sociedad se ven o se identifican dentro del complejo modelo o concepción

social de genero. 

Armando Rodríguez
Vocero para el Grupo LGBT

de Mexicali

Trinity Baptist 
Church

“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School Students
Every Wednesday - 6 p.m. at 722 E. 6th St. -
Holtville. Questions call 442-271-1911 and ask for
Pastor Daniel.

Meyer Holtville Library
June 27 - Teens/Adults Summer Program 4PM
All events are FREE and open to the public.
Mon - Tues 9am - 6pm

Wed. 9am - 7pm
Thurs. 9am - 6pm
Fri. 9am - 5pm
Closed for Lunch 12pm - 1pm

Independence Day
July 4 - Freedom Fest at Imperial Valley College.
Static displays and concessions open at 6 p.m. The
Imperial Valley’s largest fireworks show will begin
about 9:30 p.m.

July 4 - Free swim day at the Holtville pool.

Community Calendar

School Board Approves $21 Million Budget
BY SHAWN CARROLL

The Holtville Unified School
District Board of Trustees
approved a $20.7 million budget
for the coming school year on
Monday night.

The 2019-20 spending plan is

only slightly more than the cur-
rent year’s, which ends on June
30.

“These are all numbers based
on my best estimates,” Assistant
Superintendent John-Paul Wells
told trustees. The numbers can
vary because of number of fac-
tors, including student atten-

dance, property tax revenue and
state funding calculations.

Wells added that he does the
best he can in estimating the dis-
trict’s expenses, such as employ-
ees moving up on salary sched-
ules and the number of substitute
teachers that might be needed
over the course of the year. But
income can change if state legis-
lators or school officials to decide
to modify funding schedules.

The district saw an increase
in average daily attendance by
students from 1,554 last year to
1,578 in the current year. But the
overall ADA has been tranding
downwards in the HUSD for
more than a decade, and Wells
said that he is using the smaller
number in next year’s budget as a
safeguard.

The district receives most of
its funding based on the ADA
numbers, which is why local offi-
cials have always stressed the
importance of students attending
class as much as possible.

The district has a healthy

reserve fund of just over 22 per-
cent, significantly higher than the
state-mandated three percent.
However, since the recession a
decade ago board members have
felt the need for a larger reserve
since the state sees cuts to local
districts as a way to make up for
its own shortfalls.

The reserve money isn’t just
sitting in the bank. Wells noted
that much of it is assigned to
areas of the budget where poten-
tial problems could arise on short
notice.

Even as the current fiscal
year comes to an end, it will be
several months before the district
is able to meet state requirements
and close out the books on it.
Because of the variables, some of
the income numbers can change
even after the fact and the budget
has to be adjusted.

“This is the entire budget
from an eagle’s eye view,” Wells
explained to the school board.
While the overview can be
summed up in a few pages, each

line on the summary has hun-
dreds of other lines that feed
information into it.

The board also approved the
2019-20 Local Control
Accountability Plan (LCAP), a
state-mandated tool to measure
how well district’s are meeting
their goals. The LCAP plays a
big part in getting approval of
state funding for the annual
budget and the district has report-
edly done well over the past few
years.

The plan includes many num-
bers from the district’s budget
and requires a lot of input and
calculations on the part of local
staffers.

“A lot of work goes into a
five-minute presentation,”
Trustee Jared Garewal pointed
out while thanking Patricia
Harrison and the others who put
it together.

In other action, trustees also
approved changing the name of

Continued on Page 9

Holtville High School took
top honors in three Spring sports
in the CIF San Diego Section
Eastern Region.

The Viking baseball, boys
track & field and girls track &
field teams all had the highest
grade point averages in the
region, earning them the titles of
All Academic Teams. In addition,
individuals on all three teams had
the highest GPAs and have been
recognized as Section Scholars.

Valen Burfield led the base-
ball team with his 4.26 GPA, with
the team combining for a 3.35
average.

The boys track & field team
had a 3.14 average, with Jonathan
Osuna leading the way with a
4.02 GPA.

The girls track & field team

saw Isbed Garcia coming out on
top with her 4.36 GPA and a team
average of 3.47.

Brawley Union High School
had the top local teams and indi-
viduals in the rest of the Spring
sports.

Section Scholars are the indi-
vidual junior or senior student
athletes on those teams with the
highest cumulative grade-point-
averages. Grade-point-averages
greater than 4.0 are achieved by
student/athletes earning A’s in
rigorous Advanced Placement,
Honors, or International
Baccalaureate courses.

Team GPAs are computed
with unweighted grades because
not all schools offer the same
number of weighted courses.

HHS Teams, Individuals
Earn Top Academic Honors
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The Champ Comes Home

BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Imperial put on its best on the
warm morning of June 22 for what
was certainly a first for the 115-
year-old city - honoring a native
who is now heavyweight boxing
champion of world.

The man of the hour, Andy
Ruiz Jr., seemed as thrilled as the

many who lined the streets for a
parade and then gathered at the
Imperial High School athletic field
for a rally. He won the title on June
1 in a stunning upset of defending
champ Anthony Joshua at New
York's Madison Square Garden
despite being a 14-1 underdog.

In Imperial County, which is
about 90 percent Hispanic, it
instantly became a source of

immense pride-Ruiz is the first
boxer of Mexican descent to win
the title.

"This is great news. We do
have a lot of heroes around here
and we need more," said Ze Arroyo
of Imperial. "I'm so excited. We
finally have a champ and the
champ is here. Hopefully, we will
have more in the future. Last night,
there was a boxing event at Fantasy
Springs (casino in Indio) and two
local boxers, one from Blythe the
other from San Felipe (Baja
California, Mexico), both won pro-
fessional adult titles."

With fans gathering as early as
7 a.m., a restlessness arose as the
parade's 8 a.m. start time came and
went. After several announcements
it would begin in 15 minutes, the
procession starting at city hall
finally began at 10 a.m. beneath
two cranes suspending a large
American flag.

No immediate explanation was
provided for the delay.

Following a lead-off color
guard and the Los Vigilantes wel-
comers from the El Centro
Chamber of Commerce were many
local youth boxing organizations, a
testament to the roots of a champi-
on. 

Amid the snapping cameras of
local and national media, Ruiz's
entrance to the parade followed a
motorcade chauffeured by his
entourage comprised of sports cars,
trucks and boats.

Ruiz sat with his wife on the
top of the backseat of his new Rolls
Royce convertible in the parking
lot of the Imperial police station.
He was surrounded by a phalanx of
six Imperial officers on foot and

four federal Customs and Border
Protection agents on bikes.

A fan ran up to Ruiz handing
him a giant brown paper bag filled
with cookies. Ruiz's eyes grew as
he turned to his wife saying,
"They're still warm." 

Unfortunately for Ruiz, his car
began moving at that moment and
the cookies would have to wait. As
his coach crept down the parade
route the champ gave a wave or a
nod to spectators.

During the parade, Ruiz's train-
er, Manny Robles, spoke about
how it felt to come back to Imperial
after winning the title.

"It's a great feeling. We never
expected this. I don't have words to
describe what I'm feeling right
now. All the love and support he's
getting from his people. It's very

special," he said.
Following the parade, the

champ's father, Andy Ruiz Sr., held
the newest of his son's four title
belts and beamed, "I feel so happy
and so proud that we did it. When
he was young, I told him that he
was gonna be a champion of the
world and dreams come true."

Explaining what he sees as set-
ting his son apart from the compe-
tition, Ruiz Sr. added, "I helped
him through his hard times. I
taught him that if he wanted to
accomplish his dreams he would
have to work hard and be dedicat-
ed. He started at age six. I've been
pushing him the entire time. He
started at PAL in Imperial and then
started training in a Mexicali a gym
called the Inde."

Ruiz Sr. departed with a mes-
sage for young boxers in the
Imperial Valley: "Keep training
and follow your dreams. We want
more champs here from the Valley.
Listen to your parents and you are
gonna do something."

As the parade ended the gather-
ing streamed onto the Imperial ath-
letic field where a celebration
included state and local officials
presenting Ruiz with awards and
officially proclaiming it Andy Ruiz
Jr. Day.

Following the public festivities
Maranatha Steakhouse in Imperial
hosted a private VIP party spon-
sored by several local businesses.

A man of few words Ruiz Jr.,
when asked how it felt to come
home as the heavyweight champi-
on, responded, "Great. It feels
amazing."

WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT BOXING champion Andy Ruiz Jr.
views the crowd while riding in the parade held in his honor last
Saturday.       CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

THE JUNE 22 PARADE honoring newly crowned heavyweight
boxing champion of the world Andy Ruiz Jr. marches up Imperial
Avenue.
CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

A YOUTH BOXER shows off her right stuff during the parade
last Saturday for world heavyweight boxing champion Andy Ruiz
Jr.     CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO

ANDY RUIZ ADDRESSES the big crowd that turned out to sup-
port him at a rally at Imperial High School last Saturday morn-
ing.
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Obituaries
WILLIE MAE NELSON
Willie Mae Nelson, 91, of

Holtville, passed away at home
on Monday, June 17.

Willie was born on August
31, 1928 in Muldrow, Oklahoma.
She married Floyd Nelson, Jr. on
May 15, 1947 in Yuma, AZ.
Willie was a wife and mother
who farmed with her husband
Floyd and raised five children.

She was preceded in death by

her husband, Floyd Nelson, Jr. in
2008; grandson, Jason Nelson in
2010 and son Harvey Nelson in
2011. She is survived by her son
Harry and daughter-in-law,
Sylvia; grandson, John; grand-
son, Harry Nelson Jr. and wife
Ginger Nelson; great-grandchil-
dren, David, Bayleigh and
Cyleigh Nelson; grandson, Jim
Nelson and wife Araceli Nelson;
great-granddaughter, Taylor

Nelson; son, Floyd Nelson III;
daughter, Karen Nelson and son,
Kenny Nelson, all residing in
Imperial County.

Graveside services will be
held on Thursday, June 27 at 8
a.m. with Brent Simms officiat-
ing at Evergreen Cemetery in El
Centro. The family suggests
memorials go to American Heart
Association and Imperial Valley
Museum. 

Our beautiful mother, grandmother and friend went home to be with our Lord and Savior, June 2,
2019. She passed peacefully at her home in El Centro, California at the age of 86 years old. 

Effie was born December 28, 1932 in Holtville, California to
the late Joseph and Velma Graf. She attended and graduated from
Holtville High School in 1950. On February 27, 1952 Effie mar-
ried the late Clifford Schneider Jr. in Winterhaven, California.
After being a widow for five years, she married the late Vern
Ligons, on May 19, 1979. 

Effie was an active member at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in
Holtville, where she was a member of the church choir and in
charge of St. Joseph's Catechism Ministry for a time.   Her favorite
pastime was fishing with her family, hosting barbecues, playing
volleyball, jeep riding in the desert, singing, and always inspiring
others with our Lord and Savior.  Effie worked for Vic's Air
Conditioning as the office manager for 30 years and retired
September 2005. Effie was the loving anchor of her family!  

Effie is survived by her children, Debbie Burquist (John) of El
Centro, Sharon Menvielle of El Centro, Clifford Schneider (Jarene) of Holtville, James Tennison
(Renda) of San Diego and Shela Nunn of Arkansas. She is also survived by her very special sister-in-
law Alicia Graf, her sisters; Helen Mowers, Betty Jones, Sandra Watson, Shirley Jones and brother,
Donald Graf. She has seven grandchildren; Justin Burquist of San Diego, Jeffrey Burquist of  El
Centro, Josh Menvielle of La Jolla, John Clifford Menvielle of San Diego, Jordan Menvielle (Sara) of
La Jolla, Kristy Davin of El Centro and Clifford Schneider IV of Holtville. Effie has one great grand-
daughter, Zooey Aguirre of El Centro. Effie also has numerous nieces and nephews.  She is preceded
in death by her first husband Clifford Schneider Jr., second husband Vern Ligons, son Dennis
Schneider, son-in-law Ralph Menvielle, brothers; Georgie, Billy, Johnny Graf and one sister Josephine
Graf. 

The family would like to offer thanks to the Accent Care Hospice staff and to Dr. Vo for their com-
passion and love given to our beautiful mom. 

Effie's "Celebration of Life" will be held at Calvary Chapel, 1923 Austin Rd., El Centro, CA at 10
a.m. on Saturday, June 29, 2019.  In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made in her name
to "Dee's Animal Rescue," I.V. Humane Society, or Calvary Chapel of El Centro.

I Corinthians 13:4-7  †††

Effie May Schneider Ligons  
Dec. 28, 1932 - June 2, 2019

Donna “Carol” Sawyer, age 77 passed away peace-
fully on June 12, 2019 in St. George Utah.

Surrounded by family she was born on March 18,
1942 in Holtville, California to Dempsey & May
Justice Sawyer.

She lived in Holtville for a big part of her life.
While there she raised her four children: Johnnie,
Melo, Martin & Patrick. They traveled and lived in
various places throughout the Western United States
finally settling in Cedar City, Utah. Carol had several
passions in her life. She loved to cook for anyone and
everyone who  would stop by. She loved people and
made friends with everyone she met. She also loved to
read. She loved Tom Selleck and any show he was in,

but most of all she loved her kids, grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Carol was preceded in death by her parents Dempsey & May Sawyer, husband
John Franklin Gandy, brothers, Carney, Mel & Donald Sawyer & sisters Doris
Morgan & Lou Robinson.   She is survived by her children Johnnie (Nathan) Collmar
of Cedar City, Utah, Melo (Scott) Eversole of New Mexico, Martin (Christine)
Rowland of Stockton, California Patrick (Brandy) Rowland of Bullhead, Arizona,
Brother-in-Law Leroy Morgan of Perris, CA & Billie Sawyer of Oklahoma and sever-
al grandchildren and great children, brother Charlie (Joyce) Sawyer of Sun City,
California and numerous nieces and nephews.

Services are pending and will be private in the near future.

Donna  “Carol” Sawyer
3/18/42 - 6/12/19

Mary Louise Walker née Sigmon passed on June
15, 2019 of natural causes in Salt Lake City, Utah at
96. A memorial service for her will be held on
Saturday, June 29 at 9:00 a.m. at Hems Brothers
Mortuary in El Centro.

Mary Louise was born March 12, 1923 in Mesa,
Arizona. While a young girl, her family moved to the
Imperial Valley. In 1940 she married Earl Walker in
El Centro. Mr. and Mrs. Walker and their family
returned to and settled in Holtville in 1952. Over the
next 15 years, she was elected to the County Board
of Education, taught piano lessons to hundreds of

young people, founded and led the “PTA Singing
Mothers”, and served faithfully in many ward and stake positions of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

After her husband died in 1966, Mary Louise returned to college and graduated
with honors from San Diego State University. She subsequently taught first grade in
Heber. The following year, Mary Louise moved to Honolulu, Hawaii where she resided
for the next twenty-two years.

While in the Aloha State, Mary Louise opened a restaurant, worked in the travel
industry, and ultimately joined DHL Corporation where she became a successful sales
leader.

After retiring in 1992, she moved to La Cañada, CA.  In 2008, Mary Louise relo-
cated to Salt Lake City, Utah where she resided until her passing.

Mary Louise Walker née Sigmon
3/12/23 - 6/29/19

Library ..........from page one
zone, Delfina Martinez focused
on her terrarium by diligently
adding to her glass bowl layer by
layer. Totally absorbed, she
appeared to have mastered the art
of being comfortably uncomfort-
able and having the determina-
tion to succeed.

"I love this," she said later. "I
wanted to come to this program
to improve my gardening skills. I
have a garden at home. It has a
cactus-type plant with a Jesus'
crown of thorns."

Geidy Pineda, attending her
third year of the summer pro-
gram, said she thoroughly
enjoyed the terrariums.

"I garden at home and I love
my red roses," she said. "They
seem to like this weather. I like
all the art classes at the library
and some afternoons I help the
children."

In the teen section, Georgina
Camacho, a program leader and
also a city planning commission
member, guided students to make
their own sand art, similar to the
terrariums but with rock, shells,
and colored sand. 

"Art is not a perfect thing; it's
just an expression," she said.
"We're missing some of our kids
today, they must be on vacation
or in summer school. But every-
body's sand art is different. None
look the same. There's no wrong
art. It's all unique."

Alexia Luna, a Southwest
High School sophomore whose
mother, Martha, works at the
Holtville library, insisted she
would attend the summer pro-
gram even if her mother was not
employed there. 

"My sister likes to do acrylic
paint so I steal some of her paints
to try a little of everything. I tend
to do fields of flowers and I'll
look online for interesting sub-
jects,” she said. “But I especially
like lavender. It's an interesting
flower but I also do baking and

I'll paint cake designs."
After completing sand art, the

students made their own maracas
with plastic eggshells and
spoons. Esperanza Duenas, a
Holtville High School sopho-
more, carefully decorated her
maracas with green and blue felt-
tipped pen. 

"I like 'Thinking Out Loud'
98.3 fm (Mexican adult hits),"
said Esperanza of her musical
tastes. "I'd like to learn to play
guitar, my cousins already play ...
but these crafts are interesting."

Wendy Castro, a clarinetist
with the Viking Band of Pride for
the prior two years, also said she
enjoyed producing the maracas. 

"It was messy but fun to
make," she said . "I just hope they
don't break open."

After the crafts were complet-
ed Wendy played her own take on
"Happy Birthday" on the clarinet
for both the teens and adults.
Esperanza and Carpenter joined
in on the maracas. Then
Carpenter lead everybody in a
round-robin of Bim Bam, the
hand-clap game about rhymes.

Carpenter explained the day
before the program included
acoustic guitarist Mark Hurych.
He also brought along maracas,
tambourine, violin and ukulele,
which everybody had a chance to
try.

"We had a lot of fun with
Mark who also read from 'Old
McDonald had a dragon,'"
recalled Carpenter. "We made
this program so kids don't stay
home watching TV or using the
phone all the time. We'll
announce the winners of the read-
ing contest (most books complet-
ed) on July 31. The winners get
backpacks with school supplies
and tickets to Leggo Land (San
Diego)." 

Effie.............from front page
"Effie was a very understand-

ing and forgiving person," said
Turner. "The one thing that stood
out about her was her belief in
God and how we should all have
faith. And she knew kids would
be kids."

Turner also remembers
Ligons had a good sense of
humor and was very loving. After
Turner bought out Vic's, she con-
tinued to work there, yet nothing
changed between her and Turner. 

"She's one of a kind," he
insisted.

Burquist remembers her hus-
band, John, and her stepfather,
Vern Ligons, were best of friends
and they always went to San
Diego Chargers games. 

Added Menvielle, "John and
my husband, Ralph, thought the
world of Effie and they would do
anything for her."

James Tennison was also
grateful for the family's compas-
sion. 

"Effie, who I was proud to
call mom, saw a desperate kid
who lived down the street in need
of a family after my mom
passed," said Tennison. "Effie
opened up her home and guided
me. I never heard her say a bad
word about anybody, ever. I work
as director of drilling and field
operations for Ormat (geother-
mal) and I don't think I'd be
where I'm at if it wasn't for her."

In a celebration of life for
Ligons, the family invites all who
knew her or knew of her to a cer-
emony at Calvary Chapel, 1923
Austin Road, El Centro, at 10
a.m. on Saturday, June 29.

"The family would like to
give loving thanks to Alicia Graf,
our aunt, who was our mother's
caregiver the last year," said
Burquist. "Our mother is going to
be missed. But without a doubt,
she's in her heavenly home now."

See Pages 6 for
additional library photos
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Border Patrol News

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 19

MINOR INCIDENT TURN-
ING INTO SOMETHING: At
2:17 p.m. a 911 call came in
reporting a traffic accident in
front of Finley Elementary
School. Deputies found the vehi-
cles involved at Sixth and
Figueroa. There were no apparent
injuries to anyone in either vehi-
cle but medical aid was requested
a few minutes later because one
of the occupants was said to be a
diabetic and wasn’t feeling well.
BAD DRIVER: At 2:50 p.m. a
resident reported that someone
had damaged their mailbox and
flagpole. A deputy filed a report

on the incident.
DIPPY DUCK WOULDN’T
APPROVE: At 4:43 p.m. an
Imperial Irrigation District
employee reported seeing four
people swimming in an area
canal. They were said to have
been driving a white GMC pick-
up.
FAST GETAWAY: At 4:48 p.m.
an IID employee reported another
group of four or five swimmers in
the Highline Canal east of town.
They had climbed out of the canal
and driven off by the time a
deputy arrived on the scene.

THURSDAY,
JUNE 20

LATE-NIGHT BIKER

RALLY?: At 2:01 a.m. a caller
on the east side of town reported
that some motorcycles had been
driving around the block for the
past hour. A deputy who had been
parked nearby keeping an eye on
the neighborhood said he didn’t
hear anything, and no motorcy-
cles were found after a search of
the area.
KEEP IT DOWN UP THERE:
At 3:06 a.m. a resident at an
apartment complex called dis-
patchers and said that some
neighbors in an upstairs unit were
running around and making a lot
of noise. A deputy was dispatched
to try and quiet things down.

FRIDAY,
JUNE 21

FALSE ALARM: At 6:23 a.m.
the alarm was reported to have
been set off at the district office
on the Finley campus. A deputy
found activity taking place next
door that may have triggered the
alarm.
FENDER BENDER: At 9:26
a.m. a minor traffic accident was
reported to have taken place at
Seventh and Olive. There were no
injuries reported.
TRO: At 10:23 a.m. deputies
were called on to serve a tempo-
rary restraining order to a local
resident. The man didn’t answer
the door at his home and further
attempts were to be made later.
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: At
1:19 p.m. a deputy on patrol
reported being flagged down by

someone. The resident wanted
sheriffs to be aware of suspicious
activity possible related to drug
dealing taking place at a home not
far away. The information was
passed along to other deputies.
LOST AND FOUND: At 1:20
p.m. someone took a wallet that
they had found into the local sub-
station.
VANDALS AT WORK: At 7:00
p.m. a deputy advised dispatchers
that a cable company mainte-
nance technician had reported
damage to a fiber optic box and
cable on Ninth Street. He said that
the damage looked like it might
have been done with a BB gun.
No estimate of the value of the
damage was made at the time. A
report was taken.

SATURDAY,
JUNE 22

TIME TO PARTY: At 1:14 a.m.
a complaint came in from the
Angel Park subdivision about
loud music coming from a home
in the area. A deputy was dis-
patched to talk with the revelers.
LOST CHILD: At 9:10 a.m. a
caller requested assistance in
locating the parents of a lost
child. The caller walked the small
child home but there was no one
at the residence. A deputy was
dispatched to help.
ON THEIR WAY FOR A
VISIT: At 10:33 a.m. a deputy
reported stopping to check on a
couple of young men walking at
Tenth and Holt. They told him

they were on their way to a
friend’s house.
RULES TO FOLLOW: At
10:54 p.m. a deputy reported
making a traffic stop at Seventh
and Orange. The young driver
produced a learning permit and
was escorted home, where they
were informed of the limitations
of the permit.

SUNDAY,
JUNE 23

NOT STOPPING: At 9:02 a.m.
a deputy reported attempting to
make a traffic stop at Highway
115 and Worthington Road. The
red Ford Explorer was said to be
travelling at 85 mph and had an
expired registration.
CHOKING: At 8:07 p.m. a 911
call came in about a five-year-old
choking. Firefighters and an
ambulance were dispatched to
assist the child.
DON’T RUN STOP SIGNS IF
YOU DON’T HAVE INSUR-
ANCE: At 10:57 p.m. a deputy
reported making a traffic stop at
Seventh and Fern. The driver was
cited for driving without proof of
insurance but was just given a
verbal warning about failing to
completely stop at the intersec-
tion.

MONDAY,
JUNE 24

NO PROBLEMS HERE: At
1:31 a.m. a burglar alarm was
reported to have been set off at
the high school. Deputies found
everything to be secure.

El Centro Sector Border
Patrol agents working at the
Highway 86 immigration check-
point arrested a man suspected of
smuggling methamphetamine
and heroin last Wednesday morn-
ing.

The incident occurred at
approximately 7:40 a.m., when a
21-year-old man drove a white
2006 Nissan Xterra to the check-
point.  A Border Patrol canine
detection team alerted to the
vehicle.  Agents sent the vehicle
to secondary inspection for fur-
ther investigation. 

While in secondary inspec-
tion, Border Patrol agents discov-
ered 14 packages hidden inside

all four tires of the vehicle.
Agents determined that the sub-
stances in the packages were con-
sistent with the characteristics of
methamphetamine and heroin.

The total weight of the 10
methamphetamine packages dis-
covered was 78 pounds with an
estimated value of $179,400.  

The total weight of the four
heroin packages was 10.5 pounds
with an estimated value of
$241,500.

The man, a United States cit-
izen, the vehicle, and the nar-
cotics were turned over to the
Drug Enforcement
Administration.

Border Patrol Arrests
Attempted Smuggler

The 4th of July is still a week
away but most likely your neigh-
bors may start setting off fire-
works almost anytime. More pets
going missing during this time of
year because of fireworks than at
any other time of the year. Kake
sure your pets are safe with these
tips.
•  Be sure they are wearing an ID
tag with your number on it. You
can also write your number with
a sharpie on the collar. Get your
pet microchipped if possible.
•  Take a current photo of your
pet, just in case.
•  Exercise them early in the day

before celebrations are likely to
begin.
•  During cookouts, ask guests to
play with the dog away from the
grille.
•  Keep charcoal, fireworks,
sparklers and glow sticks away
from curious pets.
•  Leave your dog at home when
attending any fireworks celebra-
tions.
•  Make sure the curtains have
been drawn so they don’t see the
flashes and have either a TV or
radio playing soft music to drown
out the sounds of fireworks.

Independence Day Safety
Tips For Dogs

A U.S. Border Patrol agent
assigned to the Calexico Border
Patrol station was assaulted while
patrolling near the border wall
last Saturday morning.

The incident occurred at
around 11:55 a.m., near the inter-
section of 1st Street and Dool
Avenue.  The agent responded to
the area in his patrol vehicle in
order to effect the arrest of a man
who illegally entered the United
States through a breach in an old
dilapidated section of wall.  

At that time, a second indi-
vidual threw a softball sized con-
crete rock through the breach in
the wall, which went through the
driver side window and struck the
agent's face.  Shortly thereafter,
the rock thrower absconded.  

The rock thrown at the agent
caused a serious laceration above

the eye which required medical
attention.  The agent was trans-
ported to a local hospital for med-
ical treatment and further evalua-
tion.  

"Our Border Patrol agents
work in extremely dangerous sit-
uations and under heavy duress,"
said Chief Patrol Agent Gloria I.
Chavez. "However, our agents
continue to perform at an excep-
tional high level carrying out
their duties with integrity and
compassion."

The man who entered illegal-
ly was arrested and transported to
the Calexico station for question-
ing.

Unconfirmed reports from
Mexicali media claim that police
there arrested six male subjects
from Honduras believed respon-
sible for the assault.

USBP Agent Hit With Rock
While Making Arrest
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Lots of Activities At
Holtville Library

ALEXIA LUNA, A teen crafts student, assembles her sand art last
week at the Holtville Library.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOS

DELFINA MARTINEZ, AN adult crafts student, stabilizes a cac-
tus in her terrarium on June 20 at the Holtville library’s It's
Showtime at Your Library.
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THE NEW VO Medical Center, operated by physician Tien Vo at 222 E. Cole Blvd. in Calexico, holds its ribbon cutting on June 20. The clinic will open July 8.
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Vo Medical Center To Open July 8 In Calexico

Assemblymember Eduardo
Garcia Celebrates $2.9 Million
State Grant to Expand Oberon

Fuels’ Facility in Brawley
STAFF REPORT

Friday morning,
Assemblymember Eduardo
Garcia (D-Coachella) and the
California Energy
Commission will present
Oberon Fuels with a check
celebrating a $2.9 million
state grant to upgrade its
Brawley pilot plant facility
and to produce the first renew-
able dimethyl ether (rDME), a
clean-burning, ultra-low-car-
bon transportation fuel, in the
country. This project is antici-
pated to create 12 full-time
and up to 30 indirect jobs,
chiefly in the Imperial Valley
region.   

“This project will simulta-
neously address two pressing
problems impacting Imperial
Valley by reducing climate
change impacts and creating
badly-needed jobs,” said
Assemblymember Eduardo
Garcia. “I am thrilled that
Oberon Fuels will be demon-
strating this new technology
in the 56th District, and I look
forward to their long-term
success and towards making
the region a centerpiece for
clean fuels.” 

“With this grant,” said
Rebecca Boudreaux, Ph.D.,
president of Oberon Fuels,
“we plan to demonstrate
rDME can reduce greenhouse
gases and criteria pollutants,
replace diesel fuel, maintain
performance in existing
engines and provide air quali-
ty and economic benefits to
rural communities such as
those located within Imperial
Valley. We thank the
California Energy
Commission for its support
and look forward to a success-

ful project.”
WHAT

Check Presentation: $2.9
Million California Energy
Commission Grant to expand
the Oberon Fuels Facility in
Brawley

WHO
Assemblymember Eduardo

Garcia; Commissioner Patty
Monahan, California Energy
Commission; Elliot Hicks,
Co-founder and Chief
Operating Officer, Oberon
Fuels; Chairman Ryan E.
Kelley, Imperial County
Board of Supervisors; Sean
Wilcock, Vice President of
Business Development;
Adrian Plascencia, Plant
Manager, Oberon Fuels

WHEN
Friday, June 28, 2019 at

10:00 a.m. 
WHERE

County Administration
Center, Imperial County
Board Chambers, 940 West
Main Street, Suite 211, El
Centro, CA. 92243

BACKGROUND
The California Energy

Commission has awarded a
$2,876,139 grant to Oberon
Fuels to upgrade its Brawley
pilot facility for the first-ever
production of renewable
dimethyl ether (rDME) in
United States. This project
unlocks the near- and medi-
um-term decarbonization ben-
efits of rDME, an economical
fuel and key step in the devel-
opment of a California-based,
renewable hydrogen (rH2)
pathway to zero-emission
mobility. It is anticipated to
create 12 full-time and up to
30 indirect jobs, mostly in
Imperial Valley region of
California.
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Freedom Fest 2019 Promises to Thrill Crowds
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

The Freedom Fest fireworks
show at Imperial Valley College
is a 29-year tradition that since its
inauguration in 1991 has grown
to become Imperial County’s
largest single-day event with just
under 60,000 people attending.

This year’s edition will again
be held on the evening of July 4.
Concessions open at 6 p.m. and
fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m. The
music simulcast can be heard on
KXO-FM.

KXO-FM 107.5 produced
and underwrote the fireworks

show synchronized to music and
335 volunteers donated time to
make the event possible. 

Fireworks of America is han-
dling the pyrotechnics.

“We have about 24 vendors
coming to the event, including
food, information booths, toys
and many other souvenirs,” said
KXO’s Becky Alaniz.

Strong community participa-
tion and a genuine appreciation
for freedom are what Alaniz
attributes the success and
longevity of Freedom Fest to. 

“We have Freedom Fest
meetings weekly for three
months prior to the event. This is

my fifth year doing it,” she said.
“It’s amazing to see people com-
ing out from different agencies
like the Imperial County Sheriff’s
Office or Imperial County Fire
who volunteer to help. These
agents help year after year and
even after their retirement they
continue to help out for this
event.”

For kids in the backseat
watching their parents struggle to
find parking often preludes the
main event. Alaniz shared some
tips to find the best place to
watch the show. 

“Earliest is the best to park in
the campus. We already know
people will park all over and in
the canal banks. We strongly sug-
gest to follow whatever the sig-
nage may be. Do not park where
signage does not permit. Stay
away from the canals close to the
campus for safety purposes,” she
added.

Do’s:
•  Bring Lawn chairs

•  Bring coolers with plenty of
fluids to drink
•  Have a radio tuned into FM
107.5 because fireworks are syn-
chronized to the music

Don’ts
•  Bring Personal Fireworks,
drones or alcohol
•  Do not bring Animals (unless
they are service dogs)

Additionally, the Humane
Society of Imperial County urges
residents to keep their pets
indoors on July 4, or at least well
secured as they are frightened by
fireworks and may run off if
loose.

not counted in the census then
we're not counted when funding
is distributed. That's why we’re
getting behind this effort." 

Part of the reason for the
census kickoff was to identify
who is going to be on the city’s
Complete Count Committee,
explained Haley Dowsey, city
personnel technician. The com-
mittee will be comprised of
approximately 10 individuals
from various backgrounds
throughout the city, she noted.

"The education system is a
good choice because they have a
large role in influencing younger
people who, in turn, influence
their parents and their siblings,"
said Dowsey. 

Another reason for the
Census Kickoff was to explain
census activities that need devel-
oping and how to implement
outreach strategies, she added.

"The purpose of the Census
is to count every resident of
Holtville because it's important
for sales tax allocations, trans-
portation funding and the ability
to attract retail development that
is in part based off of the popu-
lation," stressed Dowsey.

California legislators already
invested $100 million toward a
statewide outreach campaign
and Governor Gavin Newsom's
proposed fiscal year budget

included another $54 million to
bolster the state's efforts to
achieve an accurate count
according to the website:
www.countme2020.org.

Part of that funding is
focused on locating historically
undercounted populations
including Latinos, African-
Americans, Native-Americans,

Asian-Americans, immigrants,
farmworkers, people with dis-
abilities, the LGBTQ communi-
ty, seniors, the homeless, chil-
dren under five, veterans, areas

with low broadband access and
households with limited
English.

Census.....................................................................................from front page
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Health Fair For Men Featured At Pioneers
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

In terms of life expectancy
women on average outpace men
by four years so  with June desig-
nated as Men's Health Month,
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare
District aimed to close that gap
with its inaugural men's health
fair on June 20.

Hospital medical director and
long-time local physician George
Fareed specified U.S. women
average 82 years of life and men
just 78.5.

"Women are generally health-
ier than men and are more prone
to visit a doctor on a regular
basis," Fareed said, citing reasons
behind the difference. 

Men should find out what
"their numbers" are and monitor
them, Fareed urged. This includes
statistics on their prostate specif-
ic antigen, blood pressure and
glucose levels. 

"Eat a balanced diet, start an
exercise program and quit smok-
ing," Fareed summarized.

Fareed shared the presenta-
tion with physician Ramaiah
Indudhara adding, "He's one of
the best urologists I've had the
honor of working with. He's an
advocate for preventive care. It's
remarkable with the research he's
completed within robotic sur-
gery."

Indudhara reviewed some of
the common health challenges
men face once they get past their
mid-forties: enlarged prostate
gland/prostate cancer, kidney
stones, male hormone replace-
ment and sexual disfunction.

In view that medical science
is still learning more about the
prostate gland, it is now known
aging itself can make the prostate
grow larger with time. It is nor-

mally the size of a walnut and sits
below the urinary bladder. The
most frequent tool used is the
PSA blood test, though Indudhara
cautioned the PSA can sometimes
report false positive results.

Another more accurate meas-
ure is called the 4KScore test, a
blood test with more indices that
can inform about high risk for
aggressive prostate cancer. 

"Sometimes the best course is
observation through active sur-
veillance over time," he said.
"The concept emerged as a viable
option for men who decide not to
undergo immediate radical treat-
ment and is based on the rational-
ization that low-risk prostate can-
cer is unlikely to harm a patient
or decrease their life expectancy."

Indudhara also touched upon
kidney stones. Again, a slow
approach is often the best.
Increasing fluid intake, especially

with lemon-based drinks, can
help dilute the stones and they
will pass out of the system.

Modifying the diet, using less
salt, meat, protein bars and ener-
gy drinks can avoid the formation
of stones. But when they are too
large and cause considerable pain
one of the best remedies is extra-
corporeal shock wave lithotripsy.
It uses high-energy sound waves
to shatter kidney stones that are
visualized using ultrasound imag-
ing.

While hormone replacement
can now be achieved with injec-
tions or orally with sublingual
tablets, substances diffused into
the blood through tissues under
the tongue, for a general audience
it is not recommended. 

As for sexual disfunction, it
can often be a harbinger for other
medical problems such as dia-
betes, hypertension, heart dis-

ease, obesity, high cholesterol or
tobacco use.

"See a doctor at least once a
year to undergo exams that reveal
problems, that's the first step,"
said Indudhara. "Blood tests can
often lead to other interventions."

This is the 23rd year in which
June was denoted as Men's
Health Month, and Men's Health
Week was June 12-18, a special
awareness period created by
Congress that encourages the
wearing of blue to show support.

Carly Zamora, a PMH regis-
tered nurse and clinic administra-
tor, recalled she brought Men's
Health Month to the attention of
Frank Salazar, the hospital public
affairs director who helped
organize the event.

"Frank recognized the signifi-
cance and ran with it," said Za-

Continued on Page 10

PHYSICIAN GEORGE FAREED makes a presentation on June 20 during Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District’s Men’s Health Day.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

Budget........
from page two
the high school library to
the Mary Sperber Memorial
Library. Sperber served as
librarian at Holtville High
School for more than three
decades, and students she
had as library aids brought
the idea to the ASB advisor
a couple of months ago. The
Associated Student  Body
board approved the idea
unanimously,  as  did the
school board.

Sperber died of cancer
earlier in the school year.

“She was always there to
lend a helping hand,” point-
ed out  Holtvi l le  High
School  Pr incipal  Anthony
Arevalo.

He said that some ideas
are being considered for the
new sign that  would be
placed on the library build-
ing,  which current ly  just
has a simple “Library” sign.

Wells  informed the
board that the sale of $4
mil l ion in  bonds for  the
construction of the new gym
at Holtville Middle School
took place ear l ier  this
month,  with the dis t r ic t
receiving an interest rate 0f
3.82 percent. This is only a
t iny fract ion of  the 3.81
percent that had been esti-
mated for the sale.

The distr ict  is  wait ing
for approval of the site plan
from the  Cal i fornia
Divis ion of  the State
Architect before going out
to bid on the project. That
approval is expected soon,
with the DSA current ly
holding meet ings where
similar projects are being
reviewed.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
City of Brawley, Full  Gospel
Church, Thomas R. Charlton &
Barbara Charlton and Does 1
through 50, inclusive,
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Christ Community Church of
Imperial Valley Inc.
NOTICE!  You have been sued.
The court may decide against you
without your being heard unless
you respond within 30 days.
Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you to
file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on
the plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal
form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your
response. You can find these
court forms and more informa-
tion at the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the

courthouse nearest you. If you
cannot pay the filing fee, ask the
court clerk for a fee waiver form.
If you do not file your response
on time, you may lose the case by
default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken with-
out further warning from the
court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want
to call an attorney referral serv-
ice. If you cannot afford an attor-
ney, you may be eligible for free
legal service from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can
locate these nonprofit groups at
the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifor-
nia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
or by contacting your local court
or county bar association.
NOTE: The court has a statutory
lien for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court's lien must
be paid before the court will dis-
miss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si

no responde dentro de 30 días, la
corte puede decidir en su contra

sin escuchar su versión. Lea la
información a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO después de que le
entreguen esta citación y papeles
legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta
corte y hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefónica no lo
protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en formato
legal correcto si desea que proce-
sen su caso en la corte. Es posi-
ble que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos
formularios de la corte y más
información en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su
condado o en la corte que le
quede más cerca. Si no puede
pagar la cuota de presentación,
pida al secretario de la corte que
le dé un formulario de exención
de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta
su respuesta a tiempo, puede
perder el caso por incumplimien-
to y  la corte le podrá quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más
advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si no

conoce a un abogado, puede lla-
mar a un servicio de remisión a
abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un  abogado es posible que
cumpla con los requisitos para
obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines
de lucro en el sitio web de
California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en
el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes
de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o ponién-
dose en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos y los costos exentos
por imponer un gravamen  sobre
cualquier recuperación de
$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una con-
cesión de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el
caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECLU000525
The name and address of the
court is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la
corte es): 
Superior Court of California,

County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and tele-
phone number of plaintiff's attor-
ney, or plaintiff without an attor-
ney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el
número de teléfono del abogado
del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es):
Thomas W. Storey 78332 
Law Office of Thomas W. Storey
654 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-1311
Date:  
Interim Clerk, by (Secretario)
Deputy (Adjunto)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON
SERVED: You are served 
1. as an individual defendant 
2. as the person sued under the
fictitious name of: City of
Brawley and Full Gospel Church
Endorsed: August 9, 2018
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Isaac Rodriguez, Deputy
Legal 6215 
Publish: June 20, 27, July 4, 11,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-432
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Fish Draw Clothing
2219 E. Hartshorn Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Michael Jeffrey Layton
2219 E. Hartshorn Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

August 27, 2010
I, Michael Jeffrey Layton
Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and cor-
rect.
Signature: Michael Jeffrey
Layton, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: June 25, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: June 24, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the

expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 8878          
Publish: June 27, July 4, 11, 18,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-390
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Taco Loco
1329 E. Main Street
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 505
Calipatria, CA 92233
Full Name of Registrant:
George Prieto
650 S. International Blvd. Apt.
#311
Calipatria, CA 92233
This business conducted by: An

Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
June 6, 2019.
I, George Prieto  Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: George Prieto, Owner

The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: June 6, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires

on: June 5, 2024. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expira-
tion date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6218           
Publish: June 27, July 4, 11, 18,
2019

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:
ECU000931
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Jessica
Saravia filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing
names as follows: 
Present name:
Melissa Nicole Vasquez
Proposed name:
Melissa Nicole Saravia

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this court
at the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should
not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a writ-
ten objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and

must appear at the hearing to
show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed,
the court may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  August 12, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial

939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this coun-
ty (specify newspaper):
Imperial Valley Weekly
Date:  June 17, 2019
L. Brooks Anderholt

Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: June 17, 2019
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court
By M. Garcia, Deputy
Legal 5231 
Publish: June 27, July 4, 11, 18,
2019

mora. "We wanted to focus
more attention of men in
Imperial County to monitor
thei r  own wel l -being so
they can achieve  thei r
heal th  goals  through the
facilit ies the hospital and
its  outpatient  cl inics can

offer.  We plan to expand
our care facilit ies and want
everybody to  know the
depth of services we offer." 

Among those in atten-
dance were  Arthur  and
Violet Green of El Centro,
the former of whom recent-

ly had kidney cancer sur-
gery  performed by
Indudhara, who employed
the  la tes t  techniques  of
robotic surgery. 

Ar thur  noted the  sur-
gery went very well  and
that he needed to stay in

the  hospi ta l  only  three
days  for  pos t -opera t ive
recovery. Now he is on a
regimen of monitoring his
health.

"I have a lit t le soreness
(he pointed to his lower rib
cage) ,  but  I 'm scheduled

for a check-up at my sixth
month,"  he  sa id .  "Dr.
Indudhara  removed the
entire growth with robotic
surgery. Keeping in check
with him makes me feel
good to know I 'm OK."

Health.................................................................................from page nine



SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Laura Acosta, an individual, and
Does 1-100 inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Persolve, LLC, a limited liabili-
ty company
NOTICE!  You have been sued.
The court may decide against
you without your being heard
unless you respond within 30
days. Read the information
below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you to
file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on
the plaintiff. A letter or phone
call will not protect you. Your
written response must be in
proper legal form if you want
the court to hear your case.
There may be a court form that
you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms
and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-
Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you. If
you cannot pay the filing fee,
ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and
your wages, money, and proper-
ty may be taken without further
warning from the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do
not know an attorney, you may
want to call an attorney referral
service. If you cannot afford an
attorney, you may be eligible for
free legal service from a non-
profit legal services program.
You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal
Services Web site
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtin-
fo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by con-
tacting your local court or coun-
ty bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for
waived fees and costs on any
settlement or arbitration award

of $10,000 or more in a civil
case. The court's lien must be
paid before the court will dis-
miss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si
no responde dentro de 30 días, la
corte puede decidir en su contra
sin escuchar su versión. Lea la
información a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO después de que le
entreguen esta citación y pape-
les legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta
corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefónica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en forma-
to legal correcto si desea que
procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario
que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar
estos formularios de la corte y
más información en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de
C a l i f o r n i a
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la
biblioteca de leyes de su conda-
do o en la corte que le quede
más cerca. Si no puede pagar
la cuota de presentación, pida
al secretario de la corte que le
dé un formulario de exención de
pago de cuotas. Si no presenta
su respuesta a tiempo, puede
perder el caso por incumplim-
iento y  la corte le podrá quitar
su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin
más advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si no
conoce a un abogado, puede lla-
mar a un servicio de remisión a
abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un  abogado es posible que
cumpla con los requisitos para
obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines
de lucro en el sitio web de
California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en
el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes
de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o ponién-
dose en contacto con la corte o
el colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos y los costos exentos
por imponer un gravamen  sobre
cualquier recuperación de

$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una con-
cesión de arbitraje en un caso
de derecho civil. Tiene que
pagar el gravamen de la corte
antes de que la corte pueda
desechar el caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECL001237
“Order to Show Cause hearing

is set for 7/10/19 at 8:30 a.m. in
department 9.”
The name and address of the
court is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la
corte es): 
Main Courthouse
939 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and tele-
phone number of plaintiff's
attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el
número de teléfono del abogado
del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es):
MICHAEL H. RAICHELSON/

SBN 174607
Persolve Legal Group, LLP, 
818-534-3100
9301 Corbin Ave. Ste 1600
Northriddge, CA 91324
Date: Aug. 02, 2018
Maria Rhinehart, Interim Clerk,
by (Secretario) D. Garrido,
Deputy (Adjunto)
Endorsed: Aug. 2, 2018

Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart,  Interim Clerk
By: Divanne Garrido, Deputy
Legal 6212 
Publish: June 13, 20, 27, July 4,
2019.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADS

City of Holtville
PUBLIC NOTICE

Annual CPI Trash Rate Adjustment
Effective July 1, 2019

Notice is hereby given that the agreement between the City of
Holtville and CR & R, Inc. (Section 9, Annual Rate Adjustment)
states rates are subject to an annual adjustment based on the
Consumer Price Index published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the United States Department of Labor.
The most recent price index reflects a 3% increase.
A copy of the agreement and related documents are available for pub-
lic review at City Hall. If additional information is required, please
call the Finance Department at (760) 356-2912.
Legal 8875
Publish: June 13, 27, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-405
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Storage Depot
622 E. 5th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Tom A Brady & Sons
622 E 5th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed

above.
I,   Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:  Shayne Brady,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: June 13, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: June 12, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8876          
Publish: June 20, 27, July 4, 11,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-404
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Desert Sun Towing
622 E. 5th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial

Full Name of Registrant:
Tom A Brady & Sons
622 E 5th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed

above.
I,   Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:  Shayne Brady,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: June 13, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: June 12, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.

Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8877          
Publish: June 20, 27, July 4, 11,
2019

LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th Street will hold a Public Sale of the con-
tents of the following unit.
Justin Botello A15 $470 
Legal 8879
Publish: June 27, July 4, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Geraldine Ida Sanchez
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000516
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Geraldine Ida
Sanchez, aka Geraldine I.
Sanchez, aka Geraldine
Sanchez.
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Albert J. Sanchez, aka
Albert John Sanchez, aka John
Sanchez in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Albert J. Sanchez, aka
Albert John Sanchez, aka
Albert Sanchez be appointed as
personal representative to admin-

ister the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files

an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: July 12, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim

with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for

Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 S. 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Endorsed: June 24, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Fernanda Aguilar,  Deputy
Legal 6217  
Publish: June 27, July 4, 11, 2019 
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Holtville Artist Paints New Calexico Mural
BY JAYSON BARNISKE

Calexico held an official ribbon
cutting ceremony to celebrate the
completion of the Cesar Chavez
Boulevard improvements on the
morning of June 25.

Besides the street improvements,
at the corner of  Second Street and
Cesar Chavez a large mural of the
Colorado Desert landscape now
greets everyone entering the border
through the Calexico West Port of

Entry.
Artist Eduardo Kintero recently

completed the mural and another
mural at the San Diego State
University, Imperial Valley Campus,
in Calexico. The artist is originally
from Mexicali and currently resides in
Holtville. 

Kintero is a lifelong student of art
and has studied at UABC and
Universidad de Guadalajara.

He also spent time helping and
learning from famous Mexicali-based
artist Carlos Coronado.

Kintero spoke about his vision
and the meaning behind the mural. 

"The title of the mural is 'The Old
Garden.' You can find those words in
many songs," he said. "What that
means in this picture is the garden of
two cities, Mexicali and Calexico.
This is a tribute to Centinela, Mount
Signal. It's about how these two val-
leys grow up thanks to the agricul-
ture."

The mural is painted on a wall at
the intersection. A bright green agri-
cultural field rests in the foothills of

Mount Signal and the sky is decorated
with soft white clouds. The end of the
mural is blended with a design bor-
rowed from an Olmec bracelet that
can be found at other locations
throughout Calexico.

Above the mural bright red letters
made of metal spell out "Calexico."

Kintero elaborated, "The second
part of the mural is the Olmec
bracelet. It is very well known in
Mexico. Armando Rascon had the
idea in the '90s to paint this symbol on
the American side of border fence."

He added, "The Olmecs were the

mother of all the American culture and
this is why the project was so impor-
tant to Rascon. It took them three
years, but they painted two miles of
(border) wall with the design. So, the
city has taken the logo and put it in dif-
ference places as a symbol of the city."

The wall section with the mural
was removed and replaced in 2018
but a section is now on display in the
city's Rockwood Plaza. 

Kintero integrated the Olmec
bracelet symbol with his rendition of
the Imperial County border skyline to
create "The Old Garden" mural.

Kintero made sure to thank his
assistants during the project, Pablo
Castaneda of Mexicali and his broth-
er, Alphonso Kintero of Calexico.

The city of Calexico paid for the
mural through the Arts in Public
Places Fund. 

Calexico City Manager David
Dale spoke about the importance of
the mural and the improvements to

Cesar Chavez stating, "The ribbon
cutting ceremony was to unveil the
mural and to mark point of comple-
tion to the improvements on Second
Street and Cesar Chavez Boulevard."

Dale spoke about how much the
road has improved with recent reno-
vations. It opened to traffic June 21
and connects the city to the port of
entry. It replaces the former port
access street, Imperial Avenue. 

"This was only a two-lane road
here before (pointing at Cesar
Chavez). Like a country road. Now it
is a full-fledged two-lane road going

both ways accessing Mexico. The ren-
ovations have had a beneficial effect
to traffic in the city," he said.

Dale described some of the subtle
nuances of the renovations that will
affect everyone driving near the bor-
der in Calexico, saying, "This (Cesar
Chavez) will be the only entrance into
Mexico. There will be no left turns
from Second Street into Mexico. We
have to keep Second Street open for
public safety. To keep the turn lane
open on Second Street would be very
expensive because we would have to
man it (with traffic controllers)."

Miguel Solano, a public works
supervisor for Calexico, said he super-
vised the work crew that built the
infrastructure for the mural. 

"The letters we used for Calexico
above the mural were fabricated in El
Centro. We had to reinforce the letters
so they could withstand the wind. It
was about a two-week project," he
said.

A MURAL BY ARTIST Eduardo Kintero greets visitors at the
new Calexico port of entry.     CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO.
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